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2 Germany and France suspended use of the AstraZeneca vaceine,

Stimulus Helps | Obama’s Caution Serves as Lesson for Democrats

Public Transit

Stave Off Cuts .

By ASTEAD W, HERNDON

A8 Democrats pushed this
ponth o pass the $L.9 trillion co-
| ronavirus relief package, the:

By CHRISTINA GOLDBAUM |
and PRANSHU VERMA

were eager o rebuke Repubic
foF OPpOSing €n MAsse 3 e

5

| filled with aid to seruggling Ameri-

Far nearly o year, public trans-
portation  systems. across  the
oountry have teetensd on the edge
of a financial chiff as the pandemic
starved transit agenci
and revenues and threatened o
decimate service,

But those Systems, and the peo-
ple who rely on them, have Deen
pulled from gheir worst crisds in
decades by President  Biden's
sweeping $1.9 wrillion stimuhes
package, which inchudes $30.5 bil- |
lion for transit agencies — the
lnrgest single infusion of federal
aidl pubdic transportation has ever
received.

Transit leaders from New York
to Washington to San Francisco
quickly announced that  they
woudd shelve plans for deep serv-
ice cuts and restore some sradn
and bus service,

New York's transit agency said
that it woukd begin ramping up
SEFVICE O iLS commlter rail lines;
Washington said that it woul
kesp open nearly owo dozen st
tlons that it had considered clas-
ing next year; and Amirak an-
nounced it would restore daily
service an 12 of its 15 long-dis-

fnCe routes, |
Cohgress has once  Bgain
stepped up o address the needs of

Metro and the regional ransit
systems that will be critical to our
regHn's ecommmic recovery.” said
Paul C. Smwdberg, chairman of
the Washingion Metropolitan
Area Transit J\ull‘wi'!‘.

The large infusion of funds re-
fleces a concerted push under Me
Biden, wha is both a rider and a
Strong supparier of Amt
vitalize the country’s transporia-
tion systems, many of which faced
ahaky finances and crumbling in
frastructure before the pandemic. |

Continued on Page A20

s of riders | '

cans. But they had another target
: the core policy of Presi-
k Obama's first4erm

Party
Biden on down are citing Mr. Oba-
ma's sirategy on his most urgent

leaders from President

policy initiative — an SR00 billion
fimancial rescue plan in 2009 in the
middst of & crippling recession — as
e cantiows and 1o deferential to
Republicans, mistakes they were
decermined not 10 repem.

The poirvted assessments of Mr,

Party Sees Major Risks
in Limiting Agenda
for Unity’s Sake

Obama’s handling of the 2008
stimulus effort are the closest
Democrats have come Lo grap-
pling with a highty delicate matier
in the party: the shortcomings in
the legacy of Mr Obama, ane of
the most popular figures in the
Democratic Party and a powerful
voice for bipartisanship in a
deeply divided counry.

The re-examination has irked
some of the former president’s al-
lies bant thrilked the partys pro-
gressive wing, which sees Mr. Bir

den’s more expansive plan as 2
down payment on his ambitious
agenda. And it has sent an early
signal thar Mr. Biden's admi
tration does not intend to be a car-
[ his Democratic prede-
imes, all concede, have

changed
“This time, the feeling w:

“Were not very willing to negoti-
it whar we think is needed, ™ said
former Senator Byron Dorgan, a
Democrat fram Morth Dakota who
retired ahead of the 2000 midterm
election 2009, T think the feel-
ing was, ‘T we wanted mare, but
we didir't get what we wanted.”

The careful dance around Mr
Obama and his acc

Vaccine Turmoil in Europe

Over AstraZeneca Worries

Pandemic’s 3rd Wave Shakes Continent —
3 Big Nations Halt Company’s Shots

By JASON HOROWITE

ROME — As a third wawve of the
pandemic crashes over Europe,
questions about the safety of one
af the continent’s mast commonly
avaklable vaccines led Germany,
France, ltaly and Spain 1o tempo-
rarily halt its use on Monday. The
suspensions created further cha-
08 in inoculation rollowts even as
TW COTUNAVIFUS Variants contin
e 10 spread.

The decisions followed repors
that a handful of people who had
received (e vaccine, made by As-
trafeneca, had developed faal
brain hemorrhages and blood
s

The company has strongly de-
fendisd its vaceine, saying that
there s “no evidence™ of in-
creased risk of blood chots or hem-
arrhages among the mare than 17
million people who have received
the shot in the European Union
and the United Kingdoem.
of all i our firss pri-

2 5aid in @ state-
ment Monday, “We are working
with notional health awmhorities
amd Ewropean officials and look
forward (o their assessment later
this week”

The timing of the pause in in-
oculations by some of Europe's
largest countrics — which fol-
lowed & flurry of similar actions

by Denmark, Norway and seviral
others — could not have been
warse,

Europe's vaceine roliowts al
A far behimd those in Brit-
ain and the United States, and
there is dawming realization that
much of the continent is suffering
a third wave of infections. Leading
ists fretted on Mapday
ecision by several of Eu-
ding nistions to suspend
of Astrafeneca would
make vaCCinAton effons even
harder by emboidening vaccine
skeptics i countries where they
are particulary entrenched

The European  Medianes
Agency and the World Headth Or-
ganization warned against an exo-
dus from vasccines that would un-
dermine rotlout efforts a1 a piveal
mOment

“We do not want people 1o
panic,” the W.H.0s chibel scientist,
Soumya Swaminathan, said at a
news conference, adding that no
Tink bl been found between the
clotting  disorders reported  in
some countries and  COVID
shots. A W.H.O. advisory commit-
tew plans (o meet on Tuesday 1w
disciiag the vaceime.

The European Medicines
Agency, or EM.A., said Monday

Continued an Page AY

Republicans Wary of Covid Shots
Pose Challenge to Biden Rollout

By ANNIE KARNI and ZOLAN KANNO-YOUNGS

WASHINGTON — As Presi-
dent Biden pushes to vaccinate s
many Americans &5 possibie, he
faces deep skepticism among

continues a dynamic from |he
D

e taking care nos |<|:Ils|>amv.'.'
Continised on Page A16

| Pandemic Postcards

| With their country’s borders closed, Russians are flocking to Lake Baikal in Siberia. Page AIZ,

For Met'’s Musmans, a Labor Battle Fuels Lockdown Anxieties

By JULIA JACOBS
As the months without a pay

check wore on, Joel Noyes, a 4i-
year-oid ceflist with the Metropol-
itan Opera, realized that in order

10 keep making his mortgage pay-
ments he would have 1o sell one of
his meost v; Se55I00
18th-century Russian bow. He re
ntly switched back to the in-

ferior ane he had used as a child

“It's kind of lke if you were a
Facecar driver and you drove Fer-
raris on the: Formuda One circuit”
Mr, Noyes said, “and suddenly
you had 1o get on the track in a
Toyoea Camry.”

The Metropolitan Opera House
has been dark for & year, and its
masiclans have gone unpaid for
almast as long. The players in one

Uniolu Are Resisting
Long-Term Pay Cuts

trade and looking for cheaper
housing. About 40 percent left the
Mew York anea. Moce than a tenth
retired,

After the musicians had been

of the finest orchesiras in the
workd suddenly found themselves
relving on upemplivment bene-
fits, scrambiling for virnsal reach-

ing gigs, selling the tools of their

f meinths, the Met of-
fered them reduced pay in the
short term if they agreed to long-
term cuts that the company, which
estumates that it has lost $150 mil-
Contired on Page A 20

many I Espe-
un]l\' challenging for him to per-
S

wh.u- there are degress of op-
position to vaccination for the co-
romavires ameng a number of
mroups, including African-Ameri-
cans and antivaccine activists,
palling suggests thal opinions i
this case are breaking subsian-
tially along partisan lines.

A third of Republicans said ina
CBS News poil that they would no
be vaccinared — compared with
10 percent of Democrats — and &n
additional 20 percent of Republi-
cans said they were unsure. Other
polis have found similar wrends.

With the Biden administration
readying television and inteme
advertising and other efforts to
promote vaccination, the chal-
lenge for the White House is com-
plicited by perceptions of former
President  Danakd 1. Trump's

stance on the issue. Although Mr.
Trump was vaccinated before he
left office and urged conserva-
tives fast month o get inoculated,
many of his Supparters appear me-
lucant to o =0, and he has not
played any prominent role in pro-
MAOting vaccination.

Askied about the e on Mo-
day arthe White Howse, Mr. Biden

Contined on Poge A8

Fa AFSHILES PO TV AW YRS TIIFS
President Biden hapes to sway
skeptics with an ad campaign.

China Is Giving Latin America
Vaccines and Gaining Leverage

Ry ERNESTO LONDONG sisd LETICIA CASADO

RI0 DE JANEIRD — China wis
on the defensive in Brazil

The 1!’“II|P administration had
been warning allies acruss the
globe to shun Huawed, a Chinese
welecommunications  giant,  de-
nouncing the company as a dan-
gerous extension of China's sur-
veilkance system.

Brawzil, ready o baild an amibi-
tious 56 wireless network worth
billions of dollars, openly toak
President Donald J. Trump's side,
with the Brazilian president’s son
— an influential member of Con-
vowing |n No-

himself -

“withous Chinese mpull!ngr.

Then pandemic politics up-
ended everyhing.
With Covid-19 deaths rising to

their highess levels ves, and a dan-

BErOUS W Virus variant stalking
Brazil, the nation’s comnyunsca-
tions minister went to Beljing in
February, met with Huawei exec-
utives at their headquarters and
made a very unusual request of 3
tebecommun

=1 ook advantage of the trip 1o
sk for vaccines, which is what ev-
eryone is clamoning for,” said the
minister, Fabio Faria, recounting
his freeesing with Huawei,

Two weeks later, the Brazilian
government announced the rules
for it2 5G auction, one of the big-
gest in the workl. Huawei, w
the government appeared ¢
banned just months before, will be
allowed to participate.

The about-face is a sign of how
politics in the region have been

Corntinued on Page A8

NATIONAL A13-20
A Crisis at the Border

BUSINESS B1-6 |

INTERNATIONAL Al0-14
Sandstorm Blankets China

Northern winds and an industrial re
botind created dangeros palhition

levels in Besjing and beyond,  PAGE AW
Rethinking a UK. Policing Bill
Lawmakers are re-cxamining the legis-
lation after clashes at a vigil in London
foor & womnan whi was skain.  PACE ALY

More than 9,400 minors arrived \Allhuul
parents along the barder in Febr
nearty threefold rise over tast yea
giving the government an urgent hu-

manitarian chaflenge. PAGE AL

Staying on the Sidelines
President Biden could prevent a seand
off between Gav. Andrew M. Cuoma and
the Democratic Party
getting pulled into U

Charges for Two in Riot

Two mven were charged with assauiting
the Capitol police officer who died the
day after the attack. PAGE AIS

!‘-, -
A =
fg N :‘(-*
‘"
SPORTSTUESDAY B7-10
Women's Field Is Set

UConn, whose coach tested positive for

the virus, is one of the four No. | seeds
for the N.CAA tourmament.  PAGE &7
Quicker Quarantines?

The H.CAA quieily changed a virss

safety prowocol for its Division | basker-
Dl b EAEnES, PACE B

Mo Longer Counted (for Now)
A hidden casuaity of the pandemic is
the group of more than four millon
people who have quit the kabor force
Will they return? PAGE Rl

SCIENCE TIMES D1.8

Learning From the Virus
Scientises know a whaole lot more about
Cowvie-19 than they did 8 year ago, and
thery have some advice on what tw do
when the nexi outhreak pecurs, PAGE Di

EDTORIAL, OP-ED A22.23

Mitt Romney

PAGE AZ3

ARTS C1.6

A More Diverse Oscars

The film "Mank” earned 10 nomina-
ticms, and for the firss time, two women,
including Chice Zhao, shove, were
recognized for directing, PAGE C1
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Make sense of the
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Inside The Times
THE STORY BEHIND THE STORY
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Tternet giams like Facebook, led by Mark Zickerbery, and Ansazon have streatised some pro
sports, bis the compandes might be looking to get more action on their platiorms.

A Key to Web Entertainment: Sports

Sports, especially ihe National Foutball League, are instrumental to charting the future of
entertamment on the imermet. Maybe you think that's nuis. But Edmund Lee, a New
York Tiees media reporter, £aid we shotld pay siention (o CUrrent nEguEations wer
where Amerscans will walch foothall games in coming vears. They may determine which
EebeVEEN companses trive in ihe digital age, and offer a glimpae a1 what (ypes of peo-
gramming will dominate our favorite websites. To conventional television companies like

Che New York Times

\I/ Q&?

Give the gift they'll
open every day.

Gift subscriptions to The Times start st $25.
Visit nytimes.com/gift or call 1-800-MYTIMES.

Disney and CES, the NEL. & essential to preven TV viewership from shrinking (0o
quickly and to support their futire in streaming, And internet stars like Amazon and
Facebook might — maybe? — want big teket sports for themselves, Below, Edmund
answered & few questions about the M.FLs role in all this. SHIRA 0wIDE

Wiy s the NLF.L. s0 important?

Fewer AEFicans are warcling sports, bat
fuothill is sill by far the mest populas TV
programming. The N_EL. needs TV, and
TV neswork owners need the KEL. Al
whether you watch foothall or not, the
billioms of dollars that the TV networks pay
foe Uve MEL. translates into higher bills far
cabe or satellite television, of online TV
packages such as YouTube TV,

The TV networks hate paying so much to air
the N F.L. to shrinking audiences, But you say
they're going to pay maybe twice a5 much in
the nest contract. Why?

11 a complicmed dance. Disiey, Fux, CBS,
NEC and oehers are trying 10 become
streaming Vides companies. But they're
still losang money on streaming and mak-
ing hillins of dallars of prafit from conmven
ticueal TV 1T TV neqworks can make NEL.
g availabde o warch on TV and on
their streaming services, they hope view-
ers will stay glued to TV and get pulled
HID SIreanKing services.

the
N.FL., are ey to whethar entertainment
companhes live or die?

Presty much! Tll give you a personal ex-
ample, English Premier Leagie soccer
mmateles are ot of tae few things 1 congis-
tently watch on Peacock, NBC's stremming
iden service. Sports, particularty live
sports and anost of all the N.FL., are still a
huge draw. The entertainment comparies
that have must-watch programming will be
the pmes that make the transition 1o
streaming.

There are billions of peops on YouTube and
Facebook. Wiy aren't big sports like the
Olymgics, European soccer and the N.FL,
there?

There have been experiments, Facehook
has live sireamed some professional base-
ball games and Indian ericket matches.
Amazon’s Prime Video streams a handiul
of KLEL games on Thursdays, and it
Seels AIMazon ks wiling to pay for mare
gimes. But the realsty is, sports on thase
big websites are just one prece of pro-
gramming in an ocean, When games are
o these big tech websites, fewser people

watch

Wiy?

My peopli aren't in the habit of watch-
ing sparts there, When an MEL. game i
troadcast af the same tdms o0 Amigon
Prirae Video and on cable TV, many mil-
lions of people watch on TV but andy a few
Busndred thousand on Amagon.

v bien sirprised that sporting everts on
Amazon or Facebook aren't very

e rreet-like, Vs mastly the same asa TV
broadcast.

‘Watch what the National Baskeball Asso-
cration does. Tt hes started wincorparate
digital fearures mto the N.B A app like
statisnics thae pog up in games and
chioéces of camern angles. The intermer-
cation of sports il ehere yer. But
whatever the N.BA dies will likely be
wiidely copied,

This article first appeared in the Om Tech
mewslefter. To sign up o receive it, go to
i o neisslitlin s sty OT,

On This Day in History

A MEMORABLE HEADLINE FROM THE NEW YORK TIMES

RARE HEALTH ALERT IS ISSUED BY W.H.O.

FOR MYSTERY ILLNESS

March 16, 2003, As a mysterious respiratory illvess spread to more couniries, the World
‘Health Organization declared the disease, Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome, or SARS.
“n worldwide health threar” and pleaded fur countries o help control it Scientists sus-
pected the disease, which could begin with 8 dry cough and fulike sympeoms and was
cansed by a novel coronavirus, coukd have originated in live ankmals foand in market
stalls of China's Guangdong Province. During the 2002-2003 outhreak, nearly 800 died
and mare than 8000 people were sickened with SARS, according to the W.H.0,
Subscribers can b plete T hives througch 2002 at i

The Newspaper
And Beyond

CORRECTIONS Alé
CROSSWORD C3
OBITUAREES AZI. AS4
OPINION A22-21
WEATHER All

VIDED

The 527 million sectlement that
the city of Minneapolis agreed o
ety the lamiky of George Floyd
wins mnnounced while s court was
purswing jurors for the criminal
trial of Derek Chauvin, the former
palice officer whi = chiarged with
misrdering Mr. Flowd. The timing
could impeds the triol

nytimes com/video

AUDID

O “Sway” a podeas from Times
Cipinion, ihe econoinist Mariana
Mazzuicatn SaY5 governiments
shoubd &c1 more like venure
capitalists, rather than les the:
private sector og all the glory
and the rewards.
myLimses.comy/sway

PHOTOGRAPHY

In Romania, the Southem Carpa-
thaan mountaing are fush with
primeval forests and wildlife. 4
CORSE V0N SROUp s rying o
establish a vast new national park
there. Chick ou the eflor in e
latest instaliment of The World
Through a Lens from Lhe Travel
desk. nytimes.com/travel

EVENT

Meat the team behind The Morn-
ing newslerer Atavirtal event
Tor sudrscribers, David Leonteardt
will talk through the most impor-
tant stories of the moment, and
arcendess will have an opporni-
1y to sk questions, April 15 a1 7
pum. EILT: for mbormiation, visit
timesevents. nytimes, com,
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Of Interest
NOTEWORTHY FACTS FROM TODAY'S PAPER

Rates of suicidal thinking and
behavior in young people are up by
25 percent or more from similar
periods in 2019, au.nrdiq tora
just-published analysis of surveys of
young patients coming into the
emergency roam.
Fir Simae Toara, 0 Viear of Anguish 03

.
Al museums, maquettes — mockups
of original artworks that are
sometimes made of wood or
cardboard — function as stand-ins
for pieces, enabling curators and
designers to determine gallery
layouts,
The Stunt Dosbles of the Art World €2

.

The pathogen that caused the

HIM1 influenza A virus, was not
identified until the 19460s.
Living Scierwe, in Real Time 12

Womens Day).

A Siberian Lake Beromes
An In-Couniry Hotspot ATZ

In Russia, what some call the "gender
holiday” travel period cocurs arownd
Defender of the Fatherland Day on
Feb. 23 (when Russia celebrates
Spanish flu pandemic of 1918-15, an men) and March 8 (International

About three-quarters of wars today
are fought by mercenaries and other
so-called nonstate combatants, rather
than by members of nations” armed
forees, according to Warvara
Pakhomenkn, o human rights
consultant.
Killing in Syrin Spaws o Legal Cose
Agalnst Meroanaries. AH

.
The callege now known as
Genrgetown University was the
nation’s first Catholic institution of
higher learning,
Jesuits Vi 1o Realse S100 Million 10 Atens for Role
Im Slavery Al

.
Enacted in 1978, Section 8 is a $22
billkon annual program managed by
the federal Department of Housing
and Urban Development that
provides housing vouchers to tenants
of besser means,
5 New York Londiords Accused
Of Housing Bins A1E

The Conversation

FOUR OF THE MOST READ, SHARED AND DESCUSSED POSTS
FROM ACROSS MY TIMES.COM

Piers Morgan Can't Wait to Bring

The Worst of America Homa

British TV executives see opportunity and profit in bringing
American cable-stybe clashes to their screens, the Times
media columnist Ben Smith writes. Aler leaving “Good
Morning Britain® kast week, Piers Morgan is being courzed by
two mews neworks. This was Monday's most read article.

2021 Grammys Winners: The Full List

Women won i all of the major categories in the 63rd annsal
Grammy Awards hebd in Los Angedes on Sunday. Twe of
Monday's most popular articles were about the show, which
our reporters said proved that an awards ceremony in
pandemic doesn't have o ook like a video conderence.

Dscar Nominations 2021: 'Mank’ Leads Nominations
And Chioé Zhao Makes History

“Mank,” a black-and-white meditation aboust old Hallywood
thant was produced by Necflix, received 10 nods, and for the
first time, (Wi women were recognized for directing: Chioé
Zhaao, the first woman of color in the categary, for “Nomad-
land," and Emerald Fenell for “Promising Young Woman™

ETRLOY NETFLLN, Vi, ABSOCIATRR: PSS

In Rage Over Sarah Everard Killing,

“Women's Bargain' Is Put on Notice

In response to the death of a young woman in London, the
“Richiim Thise Streets” i% asking that the police,
the government and men collectively ensure female safety,

Spotlight
ADMTHONAL REFORTAGE AND REPARTEE
FROM OUR JOURNALISTS

At the Grammys an Sunday, many musi; fans were surprised
when Billie Eilish won for record of the year (Ms. Edlish includ-
wd). Om Monday, Joe Coscarelli, a Times pop music reporter,
posted on Twitter an outtake of a video discussion amang
Times music writers — recorded before the awards — about
the nominated song, “Everything | Wanted " Mr. Coscarelli
Biegan by asking if it was too soon for Ms. Eilish to: win again
after receiving the award last year for *Bad Guy.” Caryn
Ganz, The Times"s pop music editor, sakl “yes.” Hereisan
edited pnrmn of the conversation,

Caryn Ganz This is typical Grammys stufl: “Hey, that
works! Let’s do it againl™

Jen Caramarsica | mean, what are you going to say? It
scunds exactly ke a Bilie Efish song.

Jon Pasedes Even though It's strange and electronic-
sounding, it's stll vary classic constructicn.

Jou Coscarelli In that way, she's the perfect Grammys
i "

artist, which 15 tha cloak and
ool and poputar, and the heart ol & raditionaiist.

Coscaraill This is & sort of in-betwaen singla for har,
1¥'s nei fram an album.

Caramanica We're moving away from albums. Wa're

maving toward drip, drin, drip, drip drip music releases.

Fedan't think it's any less desarving just because it's nat
prajoct. So maybe this inwhich

o rhe. Twitter; T | abwut Sun-
day's ahamw, si¢ our coverage in taday'’s Arts section.

Quote of the Day “They did not come running to us, but because we went to

FAGEAR them with open arms and open hearts, they responded.”
JOSEPI M, STEWART, a descerdent of sloives whe wene sk i flnancs he eretion of Geurgetown
University, an e the 4 pr fi
of! i o oo

The Mini Crossword Here to Help

BY JOEL FAGLIANO A RECIFE FOR SPICED IRISH DATMEAL WITH CREAM AND CRUNCHY SUGAR

1 f] 3 g A shower of heavy cream and pleney of carametized Demerar sugar may make this Irish

aatmesal seem more like dessert than something you'd serve first thing in the moraing.
But that's alll the more reason to bake it for a special breakiast or brunch, Cardamom and
cinnamon give the oxs an earthy, perfumed aroma, and toasting them in butter before
haking them lends nustiness and depth. You can assemble the easy-to-make dish the

yuu're putting the catmeal in the oven cold from the fridge, MEuisss cLARK

A HAVEN, A SANCTUARY.
AND NOW, YOUR OFFICE!
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Check-in to Silversands, and sign-in to the ultimate
remote workspace. After a few days to unwind and a
negative test result, our guests are free to explore the
entire |sland of Grenada. Siay in a private pocd villa that
feels like & dream home, imbued with Caribbean
culture and Granadian warmth.

silversandsgrenada.com
resarvations@siversandsgrenada com
+1473 533 886

Helping you live better.
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From Our Archives
to Your Walls

Inta the butberad baking pan and stir in the
boding water, cream and salt.

g night befre, then hake it 0 the marning. Just acd about 1 minutes o the baking time if
i
TINGE; 1 4 HOURS
VIELD: 8 SERVINGS:
O
6 tablespoons unsaitad butter, plus.
mare for greasing the
b — s i
ACROSS 1 teaspoon ground candamom
1 The slightest amount 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
& Aimort boarding area 6Y5 cups bailing water
& Eya, car or haart Y cup hoavy eream, plus more for
7 Fishing line spoal serving
8 Depend (upon) ¥ teaspoon kosher salt
¥ cup Demerara sugas, phas more for
oo saning
1 Feal the same way
2 Rl with a hela Fhay o Sl o sarving

3 Country where Elizabeth Giber
sals In"Est, Pray, Love”

4 Prime Minister's address on
Diowning Street

& Hockey legend Bobby

SOLUTION TO
PREVIOUS PUIZLE

W

1. Heal owen 1o 350 degrees. Butler o 2-quart
‘shafiow gratin or Baking dish.
2. Cut 2 tablespoons of butter into small

cubes, and put tham in the refigarator until
noaded,

3. In a large shillet, meit 4 tablespoans aof
butler. Add the oats, and sauté urtil they smell
nutty and toasted, 2 to 4 minutes. Stir in the
and cinnamon, and sauté for

cl=|=|a

= r|=[e[=

Lol

another minute, until imgrant. Scrape caks

4. Bake oats for 40 minutes. then gve them
& stir: Sprinkle sugar all over the oats, and
scatter reserved cubed butter on top. Bake for
15 to 20 mara minutes, until tha top & glazed
and bubiing,

6. Sgririkde oatrmeal with flaky sea sall, if you
like, Serve oats wilth more: cream and sugar on
the side.

For meors recipes, vislt NYT Cooking

at cooking nytimes.com.

¢

»
b

Phodography reprints avadabie at
store.mytimes.com
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Tracking an Outbreak

Coronavirus Update
Rise in Travel Prompts Health Warnings

109 Million Have Had at Least One Shot
4,700 Infections Are Linked to Variants

By JAMES BARRON
More peopde getting vaccinations aml more prople triveling: 1t isa
that has pubilic worried.

More than 5.0 millson people were vaccinated in the United
States on Sarurday and Sunday, whise L5 million passed trugh
American sirport checkpodnts over the weekend. Amother 2.6 mlllmn
iravelers had done so on Thursday and Friday, the government said
— the mast since the Workd Health Organization dectared a global
pandemic last March.

Baut the travel nunbers prompied warnings despite & 10 percent
dropin the 14-day average for NEW CORORAVIFUS Ca9es in tie United
States, On Monday, Dr. Rochell: P Walensky, the director of the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, mentioned seeing
foatage of peopie who had presumabdy traveled to places like Flor-
idla “enjoying spring break festivities maskless”

Dr. Anthony 5. Fauci, Presidens Biden's chief medical adviser on
Cowid-19, had been bunter on Sunday. “You know that metaphar
that peophe say, ‘I you'ne going for a muchdown, don't spike the batl
at the S-yard Ene; " he said on the NBC program “Meet the Press.”
“Wadt umeil you get into the end zone. ™

Dr. Walensky nied on Monday that “this is all in the context of
still 50,000 cases per day,” warning thar the case counts will climb
AEAIN i W S10] (aKing precautons.” In By, the seven-day average
=io0d an 54,832 on Sunday, and on Friday, more than 64,000 new
cases were reported. The pumbers dropped over the weekend, with
38,034 mew cases reported on Sunday, still more than on any day
sinoe DCL 4.

As for vaccinations, the C.0LC. said on Monday that 109 million
Americans had e vectinated, with 22 millian shots sdmimistersd
on Sarurday and 2.7 million on Sunday. The vast magority of vac-
s continie o be the two-shot drags from Plizer-BioNTech and
Modermi. The C.IDLC. said that only L4 million shots of the one-dose
Johreson & Jobmson vaccine had been given,

But having to go back for a second dose does not appear to be
an obstacke. The first federal study to ook as how many people are
Tallowing through on second doses found that 95.6 percent of those
‘whi received a first vaccime got their second. The study from the
C.D.C. tabulated figares o IS million people who received their
first dose from Dec. 14 to Feb. 14, the first two months of te rollous
im the United States. Dr wajensky said thar systems were in place
1o see that missed doses did not go 1o wasze.

She also said that 4,700 cases of new and incressingly comta-
fa0lEs varkaits had been found in the United Staves. They are “not
evenly distributed” across the country, she said, noving that in Flor-
ita and California, the varians first identified in Britain now ac-
cownts for 25 percent of new cases.

Evidence indicates that the variams came from people with
weak immune systems, meaning that people with cancer and other
conditions may be ncubabors of mutam viruses, A coronavirus
typically adds teo mutations a monsh, But the variant first identi-
foeed in Beritain carried 23 variations that were pot on the virs when
It was discovered in China.

Experts say that the best explanation seems o be that the virus
must have infected someone with a weak immune system and that it
adapted and evolved in that person's body — perhaps for momths —
beefore it was eransmitted (o taher people. Puiing a prioricy on in-
oculating penple in that group should reduce the chance of breeding
the next matant.

New C irus Cases d Daily in U.S.
As of Monday evening, more than 29,507,100 peopie scross eveny

state, phes Washmgton, D.C., and four LS. territones, have lested
psitive: for the virus, according to a Mew York Times database.,

220,000

Tdey Dy wihs datn
erage IEOOMTing anomaly

110,000

¢ New Hork Eimes

Hot Spots in the United States

Mg of Monday evening, more than 29,507,100 pecple acroes every state, Washington, DLC.. and four LUS. berritories, hawve tested positive for the
nowel cononavinus, Bcconding to & Mew York Times database. Mone than 535,100 peopla with the vinus have died in the United Siates.
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EVOLUTION OF THE VIRUS

Weak Immune Systems Can Turbocharge Variants

Iy APOOEVA MANDAVILLE
The version of the coronavirus
that surfaced in Britain late last
year was shocking for many rea-
sons. It came just as vaccines had
affered a ghimpse of the end of the
pandemic, threatening to dash
thase hopes. It was far more oon-
tagions than earlier variams,
Teasding vo a swift increase in hos-
pitalizations. And perhaps mos
surprising to scientists: It had
amassed a large constellation of
mutations seemingly overnight.

A coronavirus typically gains
MULAEORE Of 8 SHW-bt-gieady
pace of ahout two per manth. But
this variant, called BLLT, had ac-
quired 23 mutations that were not
on the virus first identifsed in
China. And 17 of ihose lad devel-
oped all 3t 0ee, SHMetime e i
diverged from its most recent an-
cestor,

Experts say there's only one
good hypothesis for ow this hap-
pened: At some point the virus
miast have infected somecne with
a weak immune system, allowing
it to adapt and evolve for months
inside the body before
being teansmitted 1o others, *1t
appears 1o be the most kely ex-
planation,” said Dr.  Ravindma
Gupta, a virologist at the Univer-
sity of Cambridge.

e, i Bplications

Maech 1, 2020
Mot Dt b i of M 15, 5001, 4 8240 .. Eslaar.
Sureies Stale sec locel haslth agunciod. hospnas; C.0.C

March 15, 2021
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Flaws in Past C.D.C. Guidance

The C.0LC, abso said tha some of ins guidance during the Trump
administration was poe grounded in science and was not *prisarily
authored” by members of the C.0O.C. staff. A mema from Dr Anne
Schuchat, the agency's principal deputy director, said she had iden-
tified “@ varety of issues,” including guidance that had been “devel-
oped or finalized ousside of the agency™ or used less direct language
than agency officials believed was supported by sciemific evidence.

She =aid im the mem, firsa reported by The Washingtan Post,
that three coronavirus guidance documents had been removed [rom
the agency’s website by late January. One, posted last July 23 and
taken down in October, was titked “The Importance of Reopening of
America's Schoals This Fall™ Another, titled “Opening Up America
Again” rebeased last April 16, was taken down last manth as the
C.0.C reviewsd docunsents issues] during the pandemic. The third,
pasted in August and removed in September, dealt with coronavirus
testing.

The Deepest Vaccination Skeptics

As President Biden urges Americans to pet vaccinated and limit
the spread of the coronavirus, he is looking for ways to overcome:
skepticism amang one group that is particularty challenging for
him: white . A third of i sasd ina CBS
Mews/ Youlov poll that they would not be vaccimated, compared
with 10 percent of Democrats, and another 20 percent of Repubili-
cans sald they were unsure. Other pofls have found simdar trends,

But there could be other factors. Would fear of needles keep
some peopde [rom geting a vaccine? A study from the University of
Michigan found that 16 § o aclults f
avoided annual fu vaccinations because of a fear of needles_

Mary Rogers, 4 retired University of Michigan probessor and
one of the authors of the study, said it was 100 5000 Lo know if a
similar number wouk! abssain from the Covid-19 vaccine, Bur that
fear tends w bessen as prople age. That is a concern becawse surges
have been driven by younger people. The study said researchers
should study “non-needie approaches to standard injections.

Coronaviris Update wraps up the doy's developmants with ingfor-
Fation: from qeross the viris report.

foF VECCHIALON [ORFANS, Partic-
ulasly in countries that have not
yet begun toimmunize their popu-
latsons. People with compromised

immumne systems — such as can-
cer patients — should be among
ihe first to be vaccinated, said D
Adam Lauring. avirologist and in-
fectious disease phys at the
University of Michigan. The fast-
er that group is protecied, she
lower the risk that their bodies
wrn im0 incubators for the
workds next supercharged mu-
ant.

“We should give the best shot
we: can, bath literadly and figora-
tively, to protect this population,”
D, Lauring i,

That might be complicated, he
added. For the same reason that
these peogle do't mount & strong
immume response to the vires,
vaccines might not work well in
them. So they may need o be
treated with cockiails of mono-
clonal antibodies as well, be sxid,

Like other viruses, the coroma-
virus collects muations every
time it replicates. The overwhelm-
ing majority of those genetic
lirches are isignificant and tran-
sient. In most people, an active in-
fection kasts omly about a week,
not lang enough for the virus 1o ac-
quire more than one noteworthy
mistatian, if any.

Mutations that make the co-
TOMAVIFUS MOe CONEZIUS o en-
able it o dodge the immune sys-
tem are extremely rane, e
searchers reported in & susdy pub-
lished last week in the journal
Science, “But if they do ocour, and
if they can get transmitted, then
it's oqnn msnﬂ“ =aid Karring

PYSEITNEARI BT SHAMWRS STAPLETON RELTERS

A patient in Sarasota, Flo, The virus can persist for months in those who are immunecompromised,

lied thee study.

Over a period of months o
years, the viras may siring to-
gether several such MULALERS.
Seientists can observe this slow
evolution IISlns a maolecular
“clock™ thas captures the changes
over time. But in a person with a
wenak immune system, this time-
line: cien e greatly accelerabed,

Multiple studies have shown
that in some people who are im-
OO sed, the vires can
persise for more than  eight
manths, ample time and opportu-
niry to keep

“H owe ook st several time
points through that course of in-
Eection, and we ook at the virus
population in that pathent, we see
— every time — different variants
popping up with a large turnover
rate,” said Vincent Munsger, a vi-
rologist at the Natkonal Instiiute of
Allergy and Infections Diseases
whi ledd one of the studses,

If ase of these variants that has

imporiant mAnations s
transmitted o someone else, it
may spread quickly through the
popalation and seem o have

thal ke th

emerged out of nowhere — as i
the case of the variant that wal.
Ioped Britain, and perhaps others
identified in South Afreca and
Brazil.

“That's i presey decent hypoth-
esis that theyve come from peo-
ple with persistent infection” Dr.

Growing evidence
that people’s bodies
may act as incubators.

Lythgoe said of she variants. “By
keeping infection rates low, you're
Roing to reduce the number of im-
mucompromised people who
are infectd amd reduce the
chance thal they ocour”™
“Immuntcompromised” s a
nebulous term enconipassing a
wide range of conditions — from
diabetes and rheumatold anhritis
o Jenkemia and Lymphoma — and
expensdisagreed on which condi-

Lythgoe, ¥ hiologist
ar the Umwrnly of Oxford who

virus

rare, but *if

they can get transmitted, then its open season,” o scientist said.

tions may lead to variamts,

Same say the list should include
older people, as well as those wha
take medications thal suppress
the immune system and anyone
wha does not produce a robust set
of antibodies.

“We learned from the vaccines
that antibodses mater” sasd Paul
Duprex, director of the Center for
Vaccine Research a the Univer-
siey of Pitsburgh. “Its very im-
portant to keep an eye on peopbe
who are immune-suppressed,
wha don't have Fully functional im-
MNINE Systems.”

De. Lauring said he was most
warried about people with biood-
related cancers like levkemia, but
did mot have sirong concerns
about thase aking drugs ke Hu-
mira or Enbrel, which are used i
treat rheumatoid arthritis.

“It's a different kind of immurno-
suppression that I'm not sure
would lead to this, but no one
Knows for sure,” he sail.

Some people with weak im-
mune systems have been known
o transmit other viruses over
long periods, Dr. Lauring noted.
Ore rman in England has shed po-
liowirus for at least 28 years. Oth-

ers have had persistent infections

with norovirus or influenia,
“We've been dealing with this

for a long time,” he said. *But just |

Iike everything with Covid, we're
dealing with it on a big scale”

He and the other experts em-
phasized that regardless of the
riska, it is NpOrLEn ROt 1o stigma-
tize or blame people who have
compromised immune systems.
Instead, they said, the focus
shouid be on limiting their e:(pw
sure to the virus,

“Let's get the vaCcknes it peo-
pll:. fet's do ng distancing, let's

" Dr. Duprex
smd Ew:raﬂlmw, that we can do

o stop the wiries spreading is |

really Very important”
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Tracking an Outbreak What Was Lost

EDUCATION

No Football, No Dance, No Y.M.C.A.:
Students Mourn an After-School Outlet

By JULIANA KIM

From 3 p.m, to § pum, That block of
time, beeween the end of classes and
the beginming of dinnes, were for mil-
gers everywhere the
hours of the day. They provided
e from the pressures of school
tressful home, Tt

for (riendship and fun.
tadents spent their Hme
hanging out simiessly, shulfling
through nearby easerics, parks and
Eriends’ houses. Bur many others had
e structired routin
clulss, o S

Photographs by LILA BARTH
far The New Yark Times

school programs. City-funded spaces
like pubdic ||hr.|rd COMMAnNILY centers
and recr ¥

and |:I1ymg fiedds
aurnnc IS, mh_

were shuttered to the public.

Mow, as New York “gins o
loosen resiricilons, there are glim-
mers af hope that vill returm,
& slowly. The city is allowing some
SPArts Lo resume in April. Y.M.C
programs are gradually reopening.
But many school clubs are szill virtu.
al. and the ci ndoor recreational
centers remiin closed for youth
programming.

For most students reopening can't
happen soon enough. Hel r|- .1 few
af their stories, which hav
Eightly editesd for clarity .|r||1 |¢-ngm

“What's the whole point of opening up schools if you can't go to the library?"

SAM BILAL, EAST HARLEM

While living in homeless shelters as a child, Sam Bilal, 18, o senior at the Lowell
School in Queens, could count on any pubdic library to be a free, dean and quiet
place to study. For the past year, the city’s public libraries have been open mainky as
grab-and-go centers for books reserved online.

The 96th swreet library on the East
Sidhe Was

y second h.mv\' place,

scurity guard knows me,

aff ko me, Tt was like a

to me over there.

imes, | woubd hang out with

people after schoold bt most times, |

would just take the train with some

af therm, then we woubd go our sef
ays and | would go 1o the

you could
rely on and have peace, 1 've bean

through shelters since | was & y
ald. My dad Kicked out my mon
she ook me and my linke sister

cToss the street wiss
that my ligtde sister, my moem and 1
would go to. We helped each other
ot with homework, played comput
s, talked for & hit until the
s closing or it got dark
But since 2017, Ive been living in a
NYCHA apartment. It can be a httle
i 3
have the TV up. My little sister
woad tn wmmhcﬂ arcund the

ut there might go 1o
wvie to buy somethis
it 0 study. S0 its hard,

by the only option.
it Iu_v were opering up

mentioned nothing about the
kibrary. What's the whale point of
opening wp schools if you can't go to
ehe lilrary?

‘I haven't gone to the Flushing Y in a year; it’s tough.
I really miss going.’
SAMIR GHIMIRE. FOREST HILLS. QUEENS

Samir Ghimire, 16, went to the Y.M.C.A. in Flushing six doys a week before the parn-
dermic. Though YM.C.A, locations are gradually bringing students back in persan,
Samir, a junior at Long Tsland City High School, still participates virtually.

I've don Y.M.C.A. from sixth grade
onward. It started because my mom
was working, my dad was working, my
SIStEr Was wi S0 my mom needed
to find somewhere | could spend my
time instead of staying home alone.

In midile school and high school,
from I\lmtl\)- through Saturday
¥M as my second home. M
mom and <.1d would joke, * You lumu

what, just get a sleeping bag and s
there o you can wake up and go to
schood fro =6 1 spent
mare tim Y than [ did at home,

1 would say 75 percent of wh | am i
because of the Y.M.C.A. If | were to take
out that 75 percent, | would still be tat
shy kid who had a superquick temper,
1t waknt to talk to peope, didn't
new 3. Bt because of
* toal opposite. | have a kot
ds. | love trying new things. [
1t 10 talk 10 nEW people eve ay.

Ih

year; its tough. 1 7
still have our mee E|i!'-' bt they
anline — very rarely da T get
oulside and see

Hjustment. Sometim
way from the

ars, 50 it a big
1 feel ke I'm just
workd,

1 understand why in the first five
months of the pandemic, New York
closed things down. But people need 1o
understand trust is i two-way street
We, teenagers, are trusting the city that
ping us safe and we necd
ust that when they open stuff

d that we're not
matting the virus,

1 you give s & ct
sure we don't waste it

we'll make

‘All I had after school was homework. There was nothing to look forward te.’

PAANASY] SALLLA, RICHMOND HILL, QUEENS

Il

o longer staying lnte at school to work on the robotics team was diffécult for Manasvi Salujo, 18, a senior at Richmond Hill
High School. But her luck changed in the fall when she scored an internship through Commonpoint Queens, a local arganization.

1 hiwd robotics
Sometimes, | w
That's why | v depressed
during the pandemic. All [ had after
school was homework. There was noth-
ing to ook forward Lo, 5

A about this intes
ally”

1 applied for the program before the
pandemic so | almos expected for it o
nat Fun. It was amazing how they came
throwgh. We're being pidd to learn amd
o ged tha rsthand experiendc

000
hip, 1 was like,

1 moved to the United States in 2016
from India, in eighth grade. If it wasn't
for these youth work force programs, |
don't think | would have realized |
wianted to be o mrechanica
Back home in India, being & female, |
Wils DeVeT exposed o the field of teche
LT -qu,y

j‘_ 'w up watching those Bollywood
movies about people moving 1o the
Inited States. | would see them carry
coffees into high-rise buildings, spe
ing forever in the elevator. To me, that

wias the dream. | grew up hoping that |
would have one of those experiences.
When | found out | was going to work
in the Microsoft building, 1 wa \upunp.
we woukd have weekly or hiweekly
mMEatings in person but it ended up not
being that way.

1 think about it constantly — what it
would have been like to get that sl
sereaper view. [ know it would have
been 10 times better if it was in person.

‘These activities and

They might just save somebody's }.ufe, you Imw"'

RAFAEL RODFIGUEZ, BUSHWICK, BRODKLYN

Bible sty at TE.

Jfor a year.

Every Monday since
grade, | would go to Bible '«lun}
TENT Ministries. | always wantes! to
go.e scd
One tim g
vy family anu 1j
break. But | di
Then | remembe:
Jason and Lity
if they weren't there, th
Iy if T called] th 5
that's where | went. [1's a 30-minute
walk but it was my runaway phice.
Before that, my second home was the
streets, | would hang out with the
wrong crowd and people who did e
wrong stefl. Growing up, | was of the

needed 10 take a
't know where to go,

I Ministries én Brooklyn was his hideaway spot when things at
Feome grew tense or when his friends were mishbeherving, Bibfe study has been virtial

mind-set that I'm not going anywhere. |
felt like eve ng -
wouldin't

see where God had pl‘\recl him and it
wiss just an awakening.

Bibile s1: IIA|}' hasn't been the same at
all. Seill, I might have dropped out of
sehool during the pandemic if it weren't
for TENT. There were maments whene
1 just didn't see the point anymore. |
kst concentration and started to spiral

That's why these : ties and orga-
nizations are so important. They might
just save somelody's life, you know?




THE NEW YORK TIMES, TUESDAY, MARCH 16, 2021

‘A lot of private school kids had a season. | would see their highlights on social media, and be like, “Wait, do they have a season?™"
PATRICK AMOYAW, MOUNT EDEN, THE BRONY,

As sosom a8 the season ended las
vear, | started gesting reacdy, [
went into the welght room that
day and was like, “OK, these are
my goals, | want te ke sure
next year | pet this many carries,
this many tackles." | was excited,
Then one random day in March,
everything closed dawn.

It's been really difficult. 1 get
that we have (o be patient but it's
texdions staying mswle. | just feel
in confinemsent. There's noching
o book forward 1o in schoodl right
o,

Aot of private school kids had
aseason. | would see their high-
light= on social media, and be
like, *Wait, do they lsave a sea-
soa? Are they playing foothall
right now? How sbout us?*

Even though it wasn't like full
forthall with gear and pads,
private schooks gave their st-
dents sume type of footlall, And
i|'-s ot beciuse they're special
some
du\'me protection in the achoal
biaildings, 14’ just becaise
they're trying, they're puting
mare effort in. This is not e
throw a shot at public schools.
16% just what 1 want 1o see, nore
effort,

It really breaks my beare that |
it et v sait up with my
brothers ane kst time, 1i'%sa
moment | wanted to hold on 1o
for the rest of my life,

Patrick Amaoyaw, 18, a senior at
Frederick Douglass Aondemy n
Harlem, hasn't worn his foothall
gear in maore than o yeor. A%
Patrick waited for New Yark City
to lift its restrictions on public
school sports, he watched his
[friends on expensive travel teams
e in privete school leagues still
compering,

“We were so tired of waiting to go that even though there was snow on the field,
we didn't care. We had to go play.’
ADRIAN ROSALES, WILLOWEROOK, STATEM ISLAND

For Adrian Rosales, 17, Greenbelt Recreation Center in Staten [sland helped kim stay close to his chikfhood friends after they

went off toe different high schools. Sinee lost Mareh, all of the eity's

But thiet didn't stop Adrian, a senior at Susan E, Wagner High Schoal, and his friends.

1 would end school around 2:30 pm.
My schonl @5 very close to Greembelr,
le=s than a 10-mante walk, so my
friends and 1 would walk right wm the
e conter, Once we got there, we would
i our homework im the computer
room. Then, we would go 1o the weight -
lifting room aned work out ogether.
Aler, we would go out to the field apd
play a game of foctball. We would play
for hours, as much game time as we
could antil it got dirk,

My friend group are kids | met in
elementary school. A kot of us were

seatered across high schoals bust our
mwesing point was Greenbel, We basi-
cally grew up there. We have a group
chat, | bedieve it's with 22 people, called
Greenbedt Gang,

Eight now, the rec center is closed
bt the field kas been open 10 the pub-
lic. I'm just so happy they didn't close
the feld down.

Once June came armund, we went
back 10 the field almest every day. Once
school started, it was a [itbe harder. We
winild go once or twice a week. When it
2ot cold, we would go once a month.

's 36 recreation centers have been closed to the gemeral public,

Bt three wesks ago, We wers g0
aiting to go that even thongh
s snow on the Beld, we didn't
care. We had tn go play. 5o we it
brought shovels with ts. It w

an hour of shoveling but we sl played
and it was really fun.

Without that, it woukd've been very,
very tough on me to go throagh all
these months withous going to school
Knowing you're gonna see your frieads
For at least a couple of hours in the
week, it's something we all ook for-
ward 10,

‘The best way to take care of myself was through my
extracurriculars. I feel like a part of myself has been erased.’

MERIL MOUISOOM, JAMAICA, QUEENS

o ~
.
T, T
*nﬂ 44-p- R
L

Benmuw her pamu: worked fate into the evening, Meril Mowsoom, [7, a semior at

in

3 1y in an array of sehool

Seh soiig
:fub\s. All l.y’ Jhm\' aetivitios went vi |r|1m| dast March.

1 was part of a ot of clubs, Twas on the
Frishoe team, art crow for theater,
dance crow, artistic beading and the
human geography club, [ also tried
cheerleading for a little bir,

I normally came home around 7:30

would be like, “Wow, 1 dido't realize you
were 5o creative, Meril*

This vear, remote learning has been
wery isolating for me. My mam works
o a hospital and my dad is a oo driver
=0t can feel very lonely at home.
There's dance bue alse,

porn because it would tak ausd
twen hours to get home.

vesant High School is 4 STEM
school. There was a 1ot of pressure to
do well in STEM and to have & great
G.PA. | particularly strigglid with
math. But after-schoel activities rede-
fined the school for me. [t wasa't j'\l:'l
the place whese | failed my first test. It
was where | learned how 1o sew. And |
WHEN'E jUSt 3 person with & bad grade. [
wis a dancer.

My teachers also saw me as some-
thing other than a student. T the
dince: crews, we wouk have to practice
im the hallways. Sometimes the teach-
ers woald see us dancing and they

biecome mone self-conscious. [ res
how imporiant i is 1o have company
wiven you do activities that might spark

schoal 't super bad, bt
when I look at the virtual practices and
wvirtual performances, they're a real
tangible reminder of what's been loss.

1 feel like theres been an insensitiv-
ity about youth mental health, There's a
iutgge exmplusis on taking care of and
making time for yoursell, but the best
way o take care of niyself was through
my extracurricislars. | feel like & past of
mysell has been ermsed,
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Political Calculati

PROMOTING VACCINATION

Republicans Wary of Covid Shots Pose Cha”enge to Biden’s Rollout Effort

“FromPogeal

waid Mr. Trumgp's help promoting
vaccination wis less important
than getting trusted community
figures on board,

*1 discussed it with my team,
and they say the thing that has
more  impact  than  anything
Trump would say :u ll|= M#Q-A

persuading Americans who did
nos vate for M. Biden to frust that
the waccines are safe, effective
and necessary.

“We are no always the best
messengers.” Jen Psaki, the White
House press secretary, said last
week,

That has meant satsourcing a
crucial piece of the administra-
Lion's

folks ks whar the
the bocal preachers, what the local
people in the communicy say,” Mr
Biden  said, referring W Mo
Trump's supporters and the cam-
palgn slogan “Make  America
Greal Again” Until everyone is
vaccinated, Mr Biden added,
Americans should continue (o
wesar masks.

Widespread opposition to vaccs-
‘nation, if nol pvercome, could skow
the United Szates from re;
the point where the virus can no
Ionger spreid easily, setting back
efforts (o get the econny hum-
ming again and peaple back to
more pormal lives. While the
probbem until now has been ac-
oess to relarively tight supplies of
the vaccine, adminksiration offi-
wiinls expect o soon face the poss-
belity of supply exceeding demansd
Il many Americans remain reluc-
tant.

But many conservative and ru-
Tl voters continue o point toa v
ety of WOrThes. SOme Conserva-
tives harbor religous conoerns
about the Johnson & Johnson vac-
cine, which uses abortion-derived
fetal cell lines.

Republicans often cite distrist
of government &s & reason (o not
e vaccinated, the CBS poll lound.
They worry the vaccines were
produced o quickly. And in some
COmmunities, 5o mal ple
Ieave already had the coronavirus
that they think they have devel-
oped herd immunity and do oot
need the shots,

Other supporters of Mr. Trump
believe Democrats erated
the tall of the pandemic to hirt
b,

That presents a major chal-
lenge toa Democratic administra-
tion whose success depends on

TeSponse.

“It's not an easy undentaking,”
said John Bridgeland, & founder
and the chief executive of the
Covid Collaborative, a bipartisan
group of pofitical and scientific
leaders working on vaccine edu-
cation, who has regular meetings
with the White Howse o the issue
of vaccine hesitancy.

“The good news is the White
House has been all over all these
populations, including recogniz-
ing thait they e not beautifully po-
sitioned 1o reach conservatives,”
he said. “That's why they're
reaching ot 1o us and others™

Governors have pressed the Bi-
den administration an the need for
clear communication about the
waccnes.

White House offecials said their
research showed that making the
varcines more accessible and hav-
ing Jocal buy-in from doctors and
pharmacists were the best ways
o sway skeptical conservatives to
sign up for shots. They are plan-
nifg an advertising bl on tekevi-
siion, sl snd the internet to sar-

get problem areas: young people,
peo'plenlmlnf and conservatives,
an administration official said.

Even as they are working to
ramp up  vaccine  availability
across the country, ad miniseraton
officials are abo working with
Eroups like the NT.CA. — the Ru-
ral Broadband Association and
the Mational Farmers Union to
rural on their

Vaccinations in 5t. Albans, W.Va. last month. Opinions on get-
ting  shot hreak largely on party lines, a CBS News pall found.

were  designated a5 essential
workers on the federal level,” she
said. “1 didn't realize we had this
problem until people came back
and said less than 30 percent of
my team will take the shot”

M, Bloomifield snid the office of
the second pentleman, Doug
Enihoff, reached out to her di-
recily 1o ask about her members
and their antitudes towsand the vac-
CHMOS,

M. Trump got his vaccine in se-
cret hefore leaving oftice. He was
notably absent from a pulbdic serv-
Boe announcement featuring all of
the other former bving presidents
— Barack Ohama, Gearge W,
Bush, Bill Clinton and Jimmy
Carter — getting vaccinated and
encouraging others o follow suit.

I Trumng wis ot askesd 10 par-
ticipaie, as the others were, be-
cause Al ihe tme it was fimed,
during Me Biden's mauguration,
I|r hnd m:l yet disclosed that he

e half,

Shirley Bloomfseld, the chiefl ex-
ecutive of the association, has
been working with the White
House to share what she is hear-
ing from her members in the field

set up broadband Eves in -
ral areas.

“We worked 10 make sure they

Ihn bchl.nd the scenes, there
Thixs been @ quiet effort o persuade

House’s Domestic Palicy Council
under Mr. Trumg, has been work-
ing with the Covid Collaborative
ont addressing vaccine hesitancy
AMONE CONSErvatives.

Mr. Grogan has fielded calls
about what the best message
woubd be 1o take 10 Mr Trump o
persuade him o gee invalved —
ane that woukd inevitably under-
soore his desire for credit for de-

dermac adviser, sid on Sunday
that “this is an effort, the Repubdi-
cans should know, bem befare
we goe here, and we are carrying it
oL’

Frank Lumtz, a Republican
em'alegist, said the best course for
ther White House would be to take:
ther poditics ot of the issue,

“That means Josr Biden should
be acknowledging what Donald
Trump did 1o speed the vaccine o
fruition,” Mr. Luntz said. He has
been working with the de Beau-
mint Foundation, an organization
focused improving  public
health through policy, 0 encour-
AT CONSCrVAtives to get Vs
naed

=1 don’t believe the Trump ad-
mimistration understood the role
of communication” Mr Luniz
said, “and 1 don't think the Baden

“She W 0wt of it fof 3 good 10
days and never had 1o be b

ized, but called me and said

the sickest she's ever been” Mr,
Christie said.

For now, the White House s re-
Iying oo the work of political ad-
wersaries like Mr. Christie to sell

e message for them. The ome
suprogate from ingide (e Biden
ilministration thas they view as
effective amaong ConseTvVatives is
. Framcis Collins, the director of
the Natlonal Instiwtes of Health,
wihis B scientist and an evangeli-
cal Christina with standing in boch
relgious and schentific communi-
ties.

T recent weeks, Dr, Colling has
appeared on the Christian Broad-
casting Network's =700 Club,” a
show popular among evangelical
Christinns: that for decades has
been hosted by Pat

what

Il means 10 commundcate o
Trump voters”

On Saturday, Mr. L hosted

Dr.
Collins is also planning to sddress
the National asmanun of E\‘M
Rehical

focus group of about 20 conserva-
tives 10 hear from Tom Frieden,
the: formier head of the Centers for

the vaccines under Oper-  Disease Control and Prevention;

ation Warp Chris Christie, the former gover-
“As 2001 48 We found ot hewas  noe of New Jersey; and multiple
vaccinated, | reached out 1o Joe  Republican members of Congress.
Grogan, said My Bridgeland,  Some of the conservatives on
wi commer-  the -

cial featuring the former presi-
dents. *We were thrilled he got
vaccinwted and very much want
him 10 encourage his supporters
o get the vaccine.”

A Trump adviser said the for-
mer president had not been ap-

hed i any formsal way o

speak directly to his suppanters.

"Having Pressdent Trump do-
ing @ public service announce-
ment would be very helpul” Mr
Grogan said. The Biden White
Houwse, howeves, appears split on
how  effective Mr. Trump's in-
volvement would really he.

Although Mr. Biden Imu-nmd
dismissive on Monday of
for Mr. Trumps help, hus cl:hel
medical adviser, Dr. Anthony 5.
Fauci, said Sunday on Fox News
that it would “make all the differ-
ence in the workl™ And Andy
Slavitt, a senior White House pan-

cines as “rushed” and “experi-
memal® and the coronavirus as
“OpPOFIINStE” A “EOVETnmen
manipilation.” More than half of
thase on the call sakd their fears of
getting vaccinated were greater
than their fears of the virus.

But nearly all on the call said
they had a more positive view on
the vaccines afer Mr Frieden
gave them five facts about the vi-
rus, incloding, “The more we vac-
cinate, the faster we can get to
growing the sconomy and getting
Jabs

My Christie emphasized how
randam the virus can be in how it
affects people, mdmdang ywr@u
adults. Not only did he and M
Trump get severely sick with n
but he alse reminded the group
that Hope Hicks, the 32-year-old
former Trump adviser, was also
veryill

milkar wath the planning.

Joshua DuBois, head of the
White House ©ffice of Faith-
Based and Neighborhood Pars-
nerships under Mr. Obama, said
hie Tiad been impressed by the Bi-
den admmmﬂw‘a cfforts to re-
duce vaccine

He said wop a 1dvlmlner Bi-
den, Marcella Nunez-Smith
and Cameron Webb, had led calls
foe Lhe Teligions commumnity to an-
swer questions about the vac-
cines, The calls incladed Black
and Hispanic organizations and
white evangelicals.

Mr. DuBuois acknowledged that
the hesitancy in minority comma-
nities was rooted in history, When
cormmavires vaccines were intro-
duced in the past year re-
searchers tracked a rise in social
media posts abowt the infamous
Tuskeges susly i which health
officials followed African-Ameri-
can men infecied with syphilis
and did not treat them,

“There's & history of distrust,
bist & present devastation happen-
img around us” Mr. DuBois said,
“and in response Lo that devasta-
thon, people are choosing to be
vaccinated”

A REJUVENATED IMAGE

China Gives Latin America
Vaccines and Gets Leverage

From Page Al

scrambled by tive pandemic and
Mr. Trump's departure from the
‘White House — and how Ching
has begun to turn the tide.

China spemt months batting
away resentment and distrust as
the place whiere the pandems be.
gan, batin recent weeks, its diplo-
mats, pharmaceutical executives
and other power brokess have
fielded scores of requests for vac-
cines from desperate officials in
Latin America, where the pan-
demic is taking & devastating wll

Beijing's  abilty 1w meass-
prodduce vaccines and ship them
10 countries in the develaping
workl — while rich countries, in-
cluding the US, are hoarding
many millsons of doses for them-
selves — has offered a diplomatic
and public relations n'perung thit
China has readily seized,

Suddenly, Beijing Iwi enor-
mous new  leverage in Latn
Ameica, it region where it has a
vast web of investments am-
Taticns to expand trade, military
partnerships and culiural tes.

Last year, President Jair Bol-
sonare of Brazil, a right-wing
leader who was closely alipned
with Mr. Trump, disparaged the
Chinese vaccine during its clinscal
triaks in Bragil, and shut down an
el.hnhymehea]mmunsuy b0 or-
dier 45 million doses,

“The Brazilian people WON'T
BE ANYONE'S GUINEA PIG, he
wrote on Twitter.

But with Mr. Trump gone and

ilian hospitals overwhelmesd
by @ surge of infections, Mr. Bol-
S0nary’s government scrambled
to mend fences with the Chinese
and asked them w expedite tens of
millions of vaccine shipments, as
well a5 e ingrediens (o mass-
procuce the shats in Brazil,

The precise effect of the vaccine
requess (o Huawed and its incle-
sion in the 5G auction is unclear,
it e Liag i Striking, par of a
stark change in Brazil's stance to-
ward China. The peesident, his
-.mn and foreign  minister

stopped  criticizing  China, and
cablnu afficials wish inroads to
the Chinese, like Mr  Farin,
worked o pet new vaccine ship-
mentsapproved. Millians of doses
have arrived in recent weeks.

“With the desperation in Latin
Amierica for vaccines, this creates
a perfect posiion for the Chinese.”
said Evan Ellis, a professar of Lat-
in American studies at the United
Swmtes Army War College, who
specializes in the region’s rela-
tonship with China.

With the coveted 56 contracts
At stake — & soarce of iense geo-

political j waorldwide, in-
cluding in countries like Britain
and Germany — Huawel has

mounted a Irdl-llmrd charm of-
fensive in Bragil

It suppiied hospitals with soft-
ware 1o help doctors an the frant
lines of the pandemic. More re-
cently, it domated B0 oxy gen-mak-
ing machines to the city of Ma-
naus, where Covid patients. sufo-
cated o death in February as hos-
pitals ran ot of oxygen.

“May our joint efforts save
lives®™ ihe Chinese embassy in
Brazil said in a message on Twit-
ter announcing the gift.

Before the first vaccines rolled
off assembly lines, Huawei
seemed to be losing the 5G contest
in Brazil, knocked o the sidelines
by the Trump admimstration’s
CRMPAREN AN it Latin Ameri-
ca's largest mation was only
mannths away from holding an auc-
tion w0 create s 5G nerwork, &
sweeping upgrade that will make
wireless coanections faster and
more accessibie.

Huawei, and the Ewropean com-
petitars Nokia and Ericsson, as-
pired 1o play o leading role
teaming with local telecommiani-
cotkns companies to buikd the in-
frastructure. But the Chinese
company needed the green light
from Beazilian regulators.

Trump  administration
maved aggressively o thwart it
During a visit 1o Brazil last No-
vember, Keith Krach, then the
State Departments gotﬂclaj for
economic policy, called Huawes an
industry pariah that needed to be
Incked out of 56 nerworks.

“The Chinese Communist Party
cannot e tristed with our most
semsitive data and intellectual
property” he said in o Mov. 11
speech in Brazil, also referving to
Huawei as “the backbone of the
CCP surveillanoe state”

Mr. Krach argued that “[ree na-
tions™ needed to agres 10 coalesce
around a “clean network” that ex-
cluded  Huawei, because “our
chiain of security is only as strong
as its weakest hnk "

‘Weeks aler the visit, Brazil ap-
peared o be an board with Black-
listing Huawei. In a stalement af-
ter Mr. Kraich's meeting, Bragil's
rmlgu ministry sasd Brazil ‘w;»

early misstep in the country's ef-
BOrts o rean in contagion

Bt China Found an wwriumly
o shift the narrative early this
wear, as s CoronaVac becamie the
cheapest, most accessible inocu-
Raticin For coumtraes in the develop.
ng world.

‘With the pandemic under con-
erol in China, Simovac, the maker
of CororaVac, began shipping mil-

cessible and affordable to deved-
oping countries” the foreign min-
ister, Wang ¥i, saidin a speech kate
last month. “We hope that all
countries that have the capabiliny
will jain hands and make due con-
tributions”

In late February, as the first
doses of China's vaccines were be-
ing administered in Braal, the
country’s  telecom  regulatory

rhe (‘Imm Network proposal m:vd.o
by the United States.”

China had faced scorn
in some corners of Latin America
early in the pandemic, as con-
cerns that it kad been careless in
allowing the vires o slip boyond
its borders took roos. Beijing's rep-
utation wook an additional hit in
Peru, after exporting cheap, unre-
liahile Covid tests that became an

samples to 53 countries and ex-
porting it 10 22 nations that placed
orders.

As the first doses of CoronaVac
were administered in Latin Amer-
eat, Chima took @ swipe at weakthy
nations that were MI\E Tieghe to
BUATINIEE PIOMPE QC0ESS B Ve
CELES i POOrer COUNLries.

“Global distribution of vaocines
et boe fair and in particular, ace

agency rules fior the
5G awction, which is scheduled o
take place in July, that do pot ex-
clude Huawei.

The change in Brazil reflecss
how  the  campainn  AgAist
Huawed driven by Mr. Trump has
lost momenturm since his defest in
the November election. Britain
=ald it would not ban equipment
mide by Huawed from its new
high-speed 5G wireless petwark.

PRAR DLIGSREN FIVTIN

Germany has signaled a similar
approach w Britain's.

Thingo de Aragio, o Brasilia-
hased  political risk consuban
who focuses on China's relation-
ships in Latin America, said two
factors saved Huawei from a hu-
miliating defeat in Brazil. The
election of President Biden, who
has harshly criticized Brazl's en-
vironmental record, made the
Bragilian government unenthus-
astic abost being in lock step with
Washington, he said, and China's
ahility to make or break the early
phase of Brazil's vaccinaton ef-
fort made the prospect of an-
gering the Chinese by banning
Huawel untenalble.

“They were [acing cerain
death by Ocwober and November
and now they're back in the
game” Mr. de Aragio said of

Dhames of Chinals CoronaV:
vaccine being prepared and
distributed in Brazil. The Chi-
nese are becoming a go-to
source as countries like the

United States hoard doses.

Huawei.

The request for vaccines by the
Brazilian communications min-
imter, Mr. Faria, occurred as it be-
came clear Beijing held the keys
to accelerate or throttle the vacei-
nation campaign in Brazil, where
mare than 270,000 people have
died of Covid-19.

The only reason Brazil had a
few million doses of CoronaVac on
hand in early February was that
oie of Mr Belsonan's rivals, Sha
Paulo Gav. Jofio Doria, had negoti-
ated directly with the Chinese.

I am intervies, Mr. Faria said
there was no quid U0 Swg-
gested in his request o Hoawel
Tor help with vaccines. Lo fact, e
said, he also asked executives at
competing  telecommunications
companies in Europe if they could
hiedp Brazl obdain shots.

“Tt wasm't put an the table, vace
cines versus 5G,” he sadd, descrit-
ing the request for help with vac-
ciles 45 appropriate.

On Feb. |1, Mr. Faria posied a
letter from China's ambassador to
Brazil in h the ambassador
noted the request and wrote that
“1 give this mater great impor-
tance.

I a statement, Huawei did not
sy it would provide vaccines di-
rectly but said the company could
help with “communication in an
open and transparent manner in a
topic invodving the two govern-
ments”

China is also the dominant sup-
plier of vaccines in Chile, which
has mounted the most aggressive
inoculation campaign in Latin
America, and it is shipping mil-
lions of dases o Mexicn, Pera, Co-
lombia, Ecuador and Bolivia.

Im a sign of China's growing
leverage,  Faraguay,  where
Covid-19 cases are surging, has
strugghed o gain access w Chi-
nese vaccines because it is among
the few couniries in the world that

have diplomatic relations with
Taiwan, which China considers (3

part of its territory.

I an ingerview, Paraguay's for-
eign minisier, Euchdes Acevedo,
said his country is seeking to nes
gEale  access o CoronaVac
through intermediary countries,
Then he made an extraedinary

overtire o China, which has |
Spent years trying to get the kst
few countries thax recognize Tal- |

wian to switch their alliances,

“We would hope the relation- |

ship does not end &t vaccines, but

ks o another dimension in the |

econmmic amd culiural spheres,”

he said, “We must be open to ev- |
Ery nation as we seek cooperation |
ndd 1o dlo 50 we mkst have a prag- |

matic vision™
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Tracking an Outbreak MNew Ouestions
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A testing site in Munich. The health minister in Germany called the decision to pause AstraZencea shots “purely precautionary”

A THIRD WAVE

Vaccine Turmoil in Europe Over AstraZeneca Fears

From Page Al

that it woukl continue o Investi-
mte 8 posgible comvection be-
tween the AstraZenica shots and
biocd clots or bleeding in the
brain, But the sgency said the
numbers of such problems re-
parted in vaccimuted people did
nat seem higher than those usu-
ally seen in the general popula-
tion. Germany, for instance, ne
p-on«fse\'enmmm T e cere-
bral vein thrombesis™ out of 1.6
million pecple who received the
vaccine there,

“While its investigation is ongo-
ing, EM.A. currently remins of
the view that the benefiss of the
AStrAFEnEc VACCInE in prevens
ing COVIDNE, with its associated
risk of haspitalization and death,
aurweigh the risks of side effects,”
the ARERCy Said.

The European Union bet heav-
Il! on AstraZeneca, a British-
Sweadish company, last year

In France, whens AstraZeneca
Is bering refied on to accelerate the
COANEry's viccination campeign,
and where top officials had wrged
people o trust the vaccine only
days ago, President Emmanuel
Macron called the suspension a
“precauion”  and  expressed
“hope of quickly picking them up
agam.”

T Tealy, the police on Monday
began seizing nearly 400,000
tloses ol AstraZeneca vaccine on

ders of bocal % i

TR SMTTH FUR. TR, WIS PR TIMES

Socalizing in Athens. The Greek anthorities last week reported
the naticns highest daily rate of infections since mid-November,

“n purely precautiopary mens-
ure” More than LG mellion doses
of AstraZeneca have been admin-
istered in Germany, which has re-
lied beavily on the BioNTech-Pfi-
e vaccine.

But the country's Paul Ehrlich
Institute said the country decided
o suspend Asiradeneca shots be-
cause cases of a “rare censbrl
vein thrombosis® hod been re-
ported i the country fallowing
VIKCinatons,

Mr. Spahn acknowledged the
seven cases of thrombosis made it
very rare, but he defended the de-
cision (o pause shits is Necessary

vestigating the death of a teacher.
The lalian Medicines Agency
said the suspension of the vaccine,
among the most commanly dis-
tribaed in the country, was “pre-
cauthonary and vemporary”

" We are corfident that after the
investigation by the EMA. we
can pick it up” said Cesare
Buguicchio, o spokesman for lta-
ly's health minister.

I Germany, which hadl previ-
ously supporied the vaccine de-
spité pther countries concerns,
the health mrinistes, Jens Spahn,
called the decision 1o pouse shots

Reporting was contributed by Me-
lissm  Eddy and Christopher
Schuetze from Germany; Constant
Méheut and Aurelien Bréedin
Jrom France; Emmma Bubokr from
Milan; Mating  Stevis-Gridneff
aend Monilka Promczul from Brus-
sels; Benjamin Mueller and Mare
Santora from London; Benjamin
Novak from Hungary: Niki Ki
tsantonis from Greece; Goin Pi-
anigiani from Skend, lealy; Thom-
as Erdbrink from Amsterdam: Ra-
phael Minder from Modrid; and
Rebeoca Bobbins from  Belling-
ham, Wash.

to ensur vaEine mov-
ing ahead.

“For nearly everybody there i
norisk, but n connection cannot be
fully ruled oar” Me Spehn said.
“That is why we dicided to make
this decision.”

Spain followed suit Monday
night. At news conference, Car-
alina Darias, Spain’s health min-
ister, said she had been in touch
with Exropean counterparts be-
fore ardering a 1wo-week stispen
sion of the vaccipe. That should
give time for the relevant medical
agencies “to offer responses”
aboat the cases of thrombosis re-
contly detecied, she said.

Throughout Europe, officials
and immunalogists worried that
the actioms would cost vital time in
the race againsi fast-spreading
variants.

“This is a catastrophe,” said
Heike Werner, the minister for
health in the e German
state of Thurngia, who was al-
ready grappling with learing
that hver region would receive just
9600 of 31200 doses of As-
trafeneca becaise of 4 reported
shortage of supplies. “Man
e are desperately waiting for
this vaccine”

Roberto Burionl, a leading fal-
dan virologise, voiced his worries
on Twiter that people woald now
avold the vaceine

“I understand if you will decide
not o get vaccinaned, scaned by in-
explicable decisions” he said “1
understand and 1 am sorry be-
eause yoa will expose yourself o &
serious risk 1o wvoid o negligible

one.”

D Michael Head, Senior Re-
seqrch Fellow in Global Health,
University of Southampton sakd
“the decisions by France, Ger-
iy andd other countries look
baffling.” He said that the delay in
inoculations, and “the potential
for increased vaccine hesitancy.
beliectany new or conclusive data,

Britain  wmhorized the As-
raZeneci vaceine in late Decem-
ber, and it had administered a7
miillicns doses as of late February.

les medicines regulator has not

ted any concems  ahout
Edood clotting for thar vaccine ar
the Pfizer shot, saying in its atest
safety report that “the number
and natire of suspicted adverse
Teactions reported so far are not
unusual in comparison 10 other
types of routinely used vaccines”

Among the millions of people
who have received the As-
traZeneca shot in Britain, 14 re-
ported cases of deep vein throm.
bosis and 13 reported cases of a
pulmonary embolism, conditions
thit can both be cansed by blood
chots, Only one of those people
died. There were 35 reporied
cases of thromboeytopenias, a
condition involving a low
platetet cour. That also led toone
death,

The World Health Crganization
mnl off on the s.'uﬂy of the vac-

company Astrageneca. The Eum-
pean Medicines Agency, the Euro-
pean Union's regulatory author-
lry, also approved iis use, after
momitoring some five mdllion vac-
cimmtions already  administered
aeross the continent. 1ts guidance
s of Monday remained the same.

Norwegian authorities held a
news conference Monday o ex-
plain their eartier decision w sus-
pend using the vaccine,

They said a 50-year-old patien
who had died was in good health
before she received the vacsine,
but then suffersd el “intrac-
erehral hemorrhage™

Anather health care worker
wiho died on Fridiy was described

cedving a shit

The doubt, meriied or not.
aroiind the AstraZenecs vaccnes
COMTIES 15 MOre couns ries embrace

ASTRAZENECA UPROAR

Abnormal Bleeding? Clots?
Explaining the Safety Scare.

By DENISE GRADY
and REBECCA ROBEINS

Millions of people in dozens of
coumtries have received the As-
traZeneca Covid vaccine with few
reparts of ill effects, and its prior
testing in tensof thousands of peo-
ple found it vo be safe,

But recently, biood clors and ab-
normal bleeding in & small num-
ber of recipients in European
countries have cast doubt on its
safety, although no causative link
has been found between the ad-
verse reactions and the vaedine.
The reports have prompted a doz-
N O MOre COURLFiES B0 either
partly or fully suspend the vac-
cine's use while the cases are in-
vestigated. Most of the nations
said they were doing 50 as a pre-
caution until leading health agen-
cies could review the cases.

1t kas not been awthorized for
uge yet in the United Seates, al-
ihough a review of its LS. wwial is
expectsd som,

What types of reactions caused
Hher comintries to takie precaution-
ary steps?

The cascade of decisons w panse
the use of AstraZeneca's vaccine,
malaly by Europenn countries,
fallowed reports of four serious
cnses in Norway, which were de-
scribed among health workers un-
der age 50 who received the vac-
cine. Most developed clots or
bleeding abnormaliies and had
low platelet counss, health au-
thorities there said Two of them
have died from brain  hemor-
rhages, and the other twi &ne hos-
pitatized. The death of a G-year-
bl woman in Denmark and a 57-
year-ald man in [waly also fueled
iquick decizivns, althaugh none of
the deaths have been theroaughly
investigmed  to  determine
whether there is any Hnk o the
shots they received.

What is a blood clot and what
causes them generally ?

A bloodd clot is a thickened, gelati-
nous blob of blood that can block
circulation. ClLs farm in resporse
1o injleries and can also be caused
by many Ulnesses, including can-
cer and genetic disorders, certain
drugs and prolonged sitting or bed
resi. Clots that form in the legs

or restric-
tions — in mmeplma-s for a third
or fouirth time ina year

As of pow, just about 8 percent
of Exropeans have received vac-
cifes, even As new variants
threaten to outpace and over-
whelm the effor.

Short of widespread inocu-
lations, and with the more easily
transmissible  and  potentially
more lethal British variant doms-
ating infections, ftaly extendecd
tough new restrictions on move-
ment mationwide on Monday,
decpening a year's worth of eco-
nomic and peychic damage.

“The second, the third wave, 1
have lost count said Barbara
Lasen, 43, ina park in Milan, “Tam
puzzled and disappalnt one
VAT Was el gh ¢ |eru:eepthﬁ
fram hagpening again”

Advances against the virus,
nearly overywhere, have been
maddeningly halting. In Ger-
ITLANY, §VeR 1S MANY nonessential
stores opened last week for the
first time in months, health offi-
chals calted for cautkon.

“Wo are seeing clear signs: In
Germany the third wave has ai-
ready begun” Lothar H, Wieler,
the president of the Robers Koch
Institute, Germany's equivalent
of the C.0UC,, said an Friday, Since
then, the daily numbers of infec-
thons have increased,

The virusis

reak off and travel to
the langs or brain, where they can
b deancly.

Can the vaccine caise blood clots?
Vaccines have not been shown 1o
canse blood clts, said Daniel
Salmon, director of the Insitute
for Vaccine Safety at Jahns Hop-
kins University.

Blood clots are comman in the

general popalation, and fealth au-
tharities auspect that the cibes re
ported in vaccine recipwnts an
most Bikely coincidental and mot
related to the vaccination.
There are a lo¢ of causes of
biloewd clnating, a lot of proedispos-
Ing factors, and o log of peaple wha
are at increased risk — and these
are often also the people who an
being vaccinated right mow,” sald
Mark Slifka, o waccine researcher
a1 Oregon Health aml Science
University.

From 300,000 to 600,000 peope
a year in the United States de-
welop biood clots in their lungs or
in wesins in the begs or other parts
of the bady, according o the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and
Prevention,

Based an that data, abaut 1,000
to 2,000 blood dots ocour in the
LS. population every day, accord-
g 10 e Stepshan Moll, a hematol-
ogi=t and professor of medicine at
rln- llnwe-r-my of Morth Carddina.

vaccine compared 1o those who
got Pfizer's product. But abnor-
mally low platelet levels were
more common among peogle who
ot AStrafenecs's Vaccine.

“We dom't want 1o ignore o sig-
mal that could indicate a lasger
problem” he said, “Bat ar this
paint it's premature 1o think As-
trafeneca cuses thrombosie.”

Do vaccines cause ather bleeding
disarders?

Other vaccines, parculary the
one given 1o children for measles,
mumps and rubefla, have been
linked to temporarily lowered lev-
elsof platelets, a blood compenent
easential for clotting,

Lowered platelet levels have
been reported in small numbers of
patients receiving the Moderna,
Plizer-BioNTech  and As
trafeneca vactines One recipi-
ent, a physician in Florida, died
from a broin hemomrhage when
his plateles levels coukd not be re
stared, and others have been hos-
mtalized, LLS. health officials have
said that the cases are being in-
vestigated, bur have yet 1o indi-
cate that there is any link o the
vaocines.

How will imvestigaters detormine
whether there is a link?

The Ewropean Medicines Agency
ek o Monday that it waes work-
Ing with AstroZeneca and health
authorities to scrutinize “all the

available data and clinical circum-
siances  surmounding  specific
cases”

The authoritics have not de-
talled what that assessment will
Inok like. But when assessing a
possible conmection between a
vaccine and a serious side effect,
investigators. generally focus on
estimating how often such medi-
cal problerms would be expected 1o
tairm up by chance i the group of
peeople in cuestion,

That might mean looking at
people in the same group from be-
fare they got vaccinaed. It could
ko mean looking ar & similar
grouip af people, I the rate of these
problems is higher in the vacci-
nated group than would be ex-
pected in a comparable popula.
twom, that's a sign that the safery is-
sue may be real, or at least worth
more scrutiny.

Such invesigations typically do
nat hinge on figuring out whether
the vaccine was the 5e of a
death or & serious medical
lem, because in most cases that
canmot be determined. But inves-
tigarors. do take clinical history
inte accoant, such as whetler a
persan_ had been treated befare
being vaccinated with similar
peoblems.

Investigators also keep in mind
fasctors that might make a group of
people more Ekely w fall il Older
people, who have been prioritized
in vaccination campaigns around
the world, are at higher risk of de-
wieloping blood clots than younger

le.

Individual health ministries
abn are conducting  inveatipa-
tioms, and the health authorities in
those countries are awaging re-
sults of autopsies. In lualy, in addi-
tiom, the authorities have seized
doses of the vaccine in the Pied
mont region as part of an indquiry
into the teacher's death there over
the weekend,

What has the company said about
the safety scare?

Astrafencca firs publicly  ac-
dressed the safety concerns a
weel ago, after Austria hahed
vaccinations from one batch of As-
traZeneca’s vaccine, A company
said a1 the time that

and
hospitals are again backling,
acroes Ceneral Europe,

Prime Minister Vikiar Orban of
Hungary predicted that this week
would be the most difficult sinee
the start of the pandemic in lerms.
of allocating Twspital beds ancd

i well as

cine d e at
the IJm\\msm'nl Oxford i part-
nership with the pharmaceusical

ALESBANORS CRATAN FUR THE, W

O the tram in Milan. At a park, one woman said, “The second, the third wave, | have lost count,”

nurses and doctors,

In Germany, where infections
are being driven by the British
criant, & more lasting suspen-
shon of AstraZepeca could @m‘\'
waccination of the population by a
month, according to the Ceatral
Institute for Registered Dactors.

France is hoping 1o stave off a
NEW surge of infections with local
restrictions, but some health affi-
chals think the time for o third na-
tinal Inckedown has come hecatse
Intensive care unis are swamped.

ltaly's prime minister, Mario
Deraphi, warned on Friday that the
coumntry was fiscing i “new waveaf
contagion,” driven by more infec-
tious variants of the coronavirus.

He has put an army gemeral in
charge of the vaccine rollout anc
hoped to increase imoculations
fram 100,000 a day 1o 500,000,

Bur that was before the As-
trafeneca  fears spread more
widely,

On Manday, Tacopo Benini, a 32-
yoear-old professor, had his As-
traZeneca  vaccination appodant -
ment cancebed 20 minutes before
he arrived for his shot in Milan.
“Who is gaing 1o accept gering
AstraZenecs pow?” he i,

Inited States has 253 mil-

liom adults,” Dr. Moll said. “So, if
every day 1.3 million people in the
Unitedd States get Covid-vacci-
nated, that means about | percent
of the adult population gets vacc-
naved every day”

Caleulating  further, he said,
roughly 1 percent of the 1,000 1o
2,000 daily blcod clots — 1o 20a
day would accur in the vacci-
naced patients just as part of the
normal background rates.

“Only if epidemniclogical data
show that that rate is hish!f.
would one start to worsder about a
causative relatonship” Dr. Moll
sitid

What can existing data o As-
traZeneca’s vaccine tell us?

Dr. David Wohl, director of the
waccime clinic at the University of
Marth Carolina, said he had secn
ne evidence that any of the Covid
vaccines had caused blood clots,
also called thrombosis, in the
large clinscal trials that bed 1o their
authorization,

But D Wohl alse noted, “Tlere
are differences betwesn trials and
real life”

The most extensive safry Te-
sults ﬂlmiﬂ]eleﬂlﬁ'ﬂl‘lﬂ rofl oug of

1w serious vaccinesile effects had
beren confi med,

On Thursday, atter Denmark
moved o halt all vaccinatkons
with AstraZeneca's product, the
company put out 4 satement
more pointedly defending its vac-
cine's safery. AstraZeneca’s safeey
dati, o trove of more than 10 mél-
llon records, had shown no evi-
deneeof an increased risk of blood
clot-related probiems inany dem-
ographic group or country, the
oompary sax

©n Sunday, after several mare
countries had announced plans o
suspérnl Their vaccination cam-
paigns, Astralencea issieed @
mews release with more specifics
an the numbers of side effects re
ported and people vaccinated in
clinical trials and in immunization
campalgns in Europe.

On Monday, an Astrafeneca
apakespersan aaid (s company
was “working with natbonal headth
authorities and European officials
and look forward 1o their assess-
ment fater this week"

What is the vaccine's status in the
United StatesT

While more than 70 countries

5 d s from
Brituin, where 5.7 million doses of
the vaccine had been given out
through Last month, Brigain's data
found that at Jeast some clotting
conditions, while extremely rare,
were equally prevalent for people
vaccimated  with Astrafeneca’s

have the vaccine, the
United States has not.  As
trafenech has ot yet applied o
the Food and Drug Admdnistra-
tion for approval and is waiting for
results from ies U.S. trial that on-
ralled  more  tham 32,000
participars.
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Sandstorm in China Wraps Millions in Dusty Yellow Haze

Flights Are Grounded,
And Schools Are Closed

By STEVEN LEE MYERS

When China's leader, Xi Jinping, met
with Communist Party delegates. from
Inner Mongolia last week, he urged them
nat 1o Tedent in the fight 10 improve the
cavironment.

“We mass adhens o the cone
clear waters and green mountains are a;
goncl 85 Mouraing of gold and sitves” m

I:)n Monday, lnrge parts of China rxp(‘-
rienced just how bad the environmen
can still be,

The largest and strongest dust storm
In a decade swept across porthern Ching,
prounding hundreds of flights, cosing
schools in some cities and casting a
ghastly shrowd over tens of millions of
people — from Xinjiang in the far west
across m the Bohai Sea, acconding toe Chi-
na's !DE[EUI'\:"WI[ SErVIee.

The storm, coming after weeks of
smog, recalled the “sirpocalypses” that
the country moutinely experienced a few
years ago, forcing crash government el-
farts to address what had become a polit-
ical and public health crisis,

Thaose efforts improved the alr quality
significantly, especially around the capi-
tal But this wesk, three forces — the
post-Covid industrial rebound, the con-
tinued impact of climate change on the
deserts of nonhern Ching, and a kate win-
ter storm — combined to create a dan-
merous, suffocating pall.

“Beijing 15 what an ecological crisis
looks like” Li Shuo, the policy directos
for Greenpesce Ching, wrote on Twitter

In an interview, Mr. Li said Monday's
storm was “the result of land amecomg'r
«cal degradation in the north and west of
Beijing " He added that industrial pollu-
ants around Beifing hkad so far this year
exceeded the yearly average of the last
four years.,

The dust was churmed up by a snowy
squall that moved through Mongolia
over thie wisekend. The storm there top-
pled elecirical towers, knocking out
power in several regions, and killed at
least nine people.

The impact was felt across most of
northern China. Measurements of the
Air Quality Index — set by the United
Sures Environmental Protection
Agency — exceeded the hazardous level
for particles associnted with airborne
sand and dust. Pollutants measured by
the concentration of PML35, or partiu-
late matter of a size deemed especially
harmiful, were also dangerousty high.

In Beijing, thcaurlwntlcswdrrrd chil-
itren, obder peopie and the sick 1 remain
imdoors, and for everyone else to avaid
UnnEcessary aotivity suiside. The paliu-
tiom, which turned the air yellow orange
i the morning and a soupy gray by after-
oo, was expected 1o last until Toesday
morning.

M1||y residents responded with dark

Unt meme that spread anline grafed
an imige of the iconic headquarters of
China's state tebevision nerwork with a
still from ~Blade Runner 2040 the dys-
topian 2017 science fiction film. Another
showed spaceceaft and figures from *Uk

Albee Zhang and Elsie Chen contributed
reseqreh.

FHICTOGRAPUS Y CILLTS SARRSE PR THE SE0H YORS, TIMES

A sandstorm left Beijing with air quality index levels not seen in years. China's air quality had improved significantly after emergency ecological reforms,

Above left, a wedding photo shoot near the Forbidden City. Right, Beijings business district. “1 didn't think the sky could be this yellow,” one new resident said,

traman,’ a Japanese superhero fran-
chise, marching through Beijing's glooe.

Given the improvements in air quakity
M1 FeCe years, newcomers in Beifing ex-
perienced air like this for the first time.

I coubdn't see the bullding across the
street,” sakd Wang Wel, a 23-vear-obd col-
lege graduate who recently moved to
Bedjing from Henan, & province in central
China. I didn't think the sky could be
this yellow

The envirnment remains a politically

sensitive issue for the Commimist Party
lesdership. Mr. Xi has repeatedly called
for & *gresi revolution™ in CRa's econ-
omy.

Pollution has proved o be a pernicious
challenge, though, as officials continse
0 prioritize economic development.

Recently concluded legislative meet-
ings ok place during seversl days of
Ieeavy poliution that has been atribuled
to rising steel and cement production.
Many environmental groups were disap-

pointed that the new five-year develop-
ment plan adopted at those meetings in
Beijing did not include more specific gov-
ernment proposals on tackling climare
change.

Ewen so, Mr. Xi's exhortations appear
it times 10 scramble officials inte action
Last week, the Minisiry of Ecology and
Enviranmen: warned the suthorities in
Tangshan, the countrys steel-making
hub in Hebed Province, after finding that
four steel milks had failed o reduce pro-

duction to kewer polltion.

In Inner Mongolia, a northern Chinese
region whose delegates M. Xi met in
Beifing, the bocal edition of The Peoples
Daily featured an article about efforts 1o
aton, which hias cone
tributed to the dust storms. The articke
appeared on Monday just as the worst
palbution in years hit.

“Yellow sands are going away and
green wrees are flourishing” i@ pro-
claamed

‘Enough Is Enough’: Women
Protest Sex Abuse in Australia

By YAN ZHUANG

MELBOURNE, Australia — Wearing
biack and holding signs reading “enough
is envigh,” thausands 1ok to the streets
across Australia on Monday o protest vie
olence and discrimination against wom-
«©n, as & reckoning m the country's halls
of power spurred by multiple accusa-
tons of rape continoed 1o grow.

The marches in at least 40 cities repre-
sented an owpouring of anger from
women about & problem that has gone
umadddressed for (oo long, said the organ-
izers, who estimated that 100,000 people
attended  the  demonstrations  nation-
wide.,

With the pext national election poten-
tinily coming 85 early as AUgUSL, eXperts
say it is something it the conservative

rament, which has come under
stinging eriticism for the way it has han-
diled the accusations, ignores at is own
peril,

The pulilic anger in Australia over vio-

WOIET Came i
in London joined protests last weekend
over the killing of 33-year-old Sarah Ev-
erard, who disappeared while walking
laisie at night this month.

In Australia, the message 1o the gov-
ernment was that “there are huge num-
bers of women around the country that
have had enough, quite frankly, of their
appalling resparse (0 sexual assault and
harassmem,” said Janine Hendry, the
main organizer of the marches, “We
want change and we want it now”

In Canberrn, Ausiralin’s capital, the
palice estimated thit 5,000 to 6,000 pro-
testers gathered Monday on the lawn
outside Parliament House, where legis-
lators meet.

Eritany Higgins, a former political

aide whose accusation thar she was
raped in Parliamen: House in 2009
mocked the nation's halls of power and
prompred Monday's marches, appeared
at the Canberra protest, She said there
was a “horrible societal acceptance™ of
sexual vioence in Australia

“My story was on the fromt page for the:
sobe resson that it wis a painfusl reminder
o women that f it can happen in Parlia-
ment House, it can wuly happen any-
where,” she said,

She said she had felt treated like a *po-
litical problem” after she made ber accu-
sation o colleagues in the governing
cinter-right Liberal Parey. *1 was raped
inside Parliament House by a colleague,
and for o long it felt like the penplr.-

Demonstrators in Melbourne, Australia, chanted “to hell with the patriarchy.”

aroumd mye onily caned beca) i
it happened and what it might mean ror
them,” she said.

Om the other side of the doors of Parlia-
ment House, Prime Minister Scott Mor-
rison drew jeers from the opposition La-
bor Party. On Sunday, he declined o join
the protests and instead mvited a small
aehesatinn of urganizers o meet with
him in his office.

The organizers refused, saying on
Twitter: “We have already coms to the
Eromi door, now it's up to the government
tocross the threshold and come 1o us. We
will not be meeting behind closed doors"

The peime miniser wld Parliament
that the government “understands. and
shares the frustrations of women and
e acToss the country.”

Bait he called for unity, “We misst not
let our frustration with the faklure to
achieve so many of the results we would
hogre for to undermine the unity nesded
to continue our shared progress” M
Morrison said.

The opposition leader, Anthony Al

banese, and & number of semior Labor
leaders, as well as a handful of Liberal
ministers, attended the march in Can-
Terra.

Australia’s next federal election must
be heeldd by May 2022, and experts said
the marches should sound & warning for
the governing Liberal Party,

I1s leader, Mr. Morrison, has been criti-
cized after saying that the gravity of Ms.
Higgin=s accusation hit him ondy after
this wifie hawd todd him to imagine that ose
of their daughters had been assulted,
And his defense minisser, Linda Reyn-
alds, settled a defamation complaint and
agreed to pay damages to Ms, Higgins
ater calling her & “lying cow™

“A government that's been described
s having 4 "women problem’ for several
years is now really in trouble with wom-
en,” said Sarah Maddison, a politics pro-
fesssar at the University of Melbourne.

“1 cam't remember a time I've seen and
personally experienced the leved of dis-

LFESS WOmen are experiencing now” she
said

this level of distress thar is producing
quite an extraoedinary mment in our
politics.”

Support for the Liberal Parcy has been
slowly dedlining among  women for
years, said Sarah CRREron, i lecturer i
poditics at the University of Sydney, ad
though it was not enough to stop the
party from winning the last federal elec-
tian in 2019, Dr. Cameran added thae the
party “igivores this trend at their peril”

In Syddney, arganizers estimated that
at least 10,004 people gathered in the
central business district,

Thers, Michael Bradic
a now-deceased woma
she was sexually assanbed in 1988 by a
man wh is currently a member of Par-
lamsent, called for reforming the justice
system. This month, Anorney General
Christian Porter, 50, confirmed that he
wis the subject of the secusation.

An outpouring of anger
draws tens of thousands

throughout 40 cities

Mr. Porter has strongly denied the ac-
cusation, and the police said this moath
that it had closed an investigation, citing
a lack of evidenioe,

The woman died by suicide st year. It
i mot known if her death was refated 1o
her rape accusation.

“I i not fair that the whole burden of
the system is an survivors,” Mr. Bradley
said.

In Mefbourne, organizers unrolkd a
banner ksting the names of women and
children who have died a5 a result of gen-
der-based violence since 2008, Pro-
testers chanted “wo hell with the pairi-
archy” Organizers estimated that at
least 5,000 peopbe attended — the maxi-
mum number allowed under the stae’s
COPORAVIFUS Mestictions.

“We're here today because for some
reason men are sl able w control us,”
said Ebonse Grinlaubs, 21, a bartender.
“We start on the streets, we sean march-
iz, anel evensually it gets all the way o |

the top;

“Im the 19705 and Bis we were doing
this work, and we're saill doing it now”
said Jill Wilson, a &2-year-old educator
who said she had been campaigning for
women's rights for decades, *Tes time for
men and women o make change” she
=aid.

The marehes happened of the e
day that Mr. Porter started a defamition
lawsuit against the Australian Broad-
casting Corporation over an online arti-
cle ahout the 33-year-old assault accusa-
tion. The statement of claim filed by his
lawyers said that the aricle, which did
nat mame Mr. Porter, made defamatory
imputatkons.

In an ensailed statement, the ABC said
it “wall be defending the acti
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With many internationsl borders dosed, and to the surprise of many kocals, Russisns are arciving at Baikal's icicle-draped shores in droves to make TikTok videos and snap Instagram photos.

RUSSIA DISPATCH

A Siberian Lake Becomes an In-Country Hotspot

‘Written by ANTON TROJANOVSK]
Phoingraphs by SERGEY PONOMAREV

ON LAKE BAIKAL, Russih — She
drove L1000 miles for this moment:
Hanging out the sunroof of her white
Lexus SUNV that glittered under the
biinding sun, face w smariphone seifse
camera, hass thumping, tires screech-
ing, cutting doughrits over the blue-
Idack, white-weined ice.

“I's for Instagram and TikTok” said
the woman, Gulnara Mikhailova, who
drove two days and twe nights 1o get
here with four friends from the remote
Siberian city of Yakuisk

It was about gero degrees Fahrenheit
a5 Ms, Mikhaibova, who works in real es-
tatte, pat an a swimsuit, cimbesd up anto
the roof of her car, and, reclining, posed
for pictiures.

This is winter on the workd's deepest
lake, 2021 Pandemic Edition.

The: cour guides are calking it Russian
Season. Usually, it is foreigners who flock
to Siberia’s Lake Baikal this time of year
tovskate, bike, hike, run, drive, hover and
ki aver a stark expanse of ice and soow,

But Russia's borders are still chosed
because of the pandemic, and to the sur-
prise of — most of all — the locals, coun
loss Russian ourists have traded wropi-
cal beaches for Balkals cicle-draped
shores,

“This season Is like no other — no ane
expected there to be such a crush, such a
vourist boom,” said Yulia Mushinskaya,
the directior of the history museum on
the popular Baikal island of Olkhon.

People who wark with tourists, she
said, “are just in shock.”

I you catch a mament of stillness on
the crescem-shaped, 400-mike-long,
mike-deep lake, the assault on the senses
isotherworldly. You stand on three feet of
ice g0 solid it i crossed safely by heavy
trucks, but you feed fragike, Secting and
small,
The silence around you is interrupted
every few seconds by the cracking un-
demeoath — groans, bangs and weird,
techio-music twangs. Look down, and
the imperfections of the glass-clear ice
emerge as pabe, shimmesing curtaina.

Yet stillness is hard o come by

While Western pavernments have
been discouraging travel during the pan-
diemic, in Russia, as is 0 often the o
things are different. The Kremlin has
turned coronavirss-refated border clo-
SUTes into an opporumnity 1 get Russians

who had spent the Bst 30 years ex-
ploring the workd beyond the former Iron
Curtain — hooked on vacationing at
hame.

A statefunded program lunched kst
August offers $270 refunds on domestic
leisure: trips, including fights and hotel

Qleg Matsnev condributed research from
Maoscow.

stays. 1t i one example of how Russia,
which ane of the workds highest co-
ronavirus death wolks las year, kas often
prioritized the economy over public
health during the pandemic,

“Our people are used 1o wraveling
abroad to a Signicant degree,” Presi-
dent Viadimir V. Purin said in December.
* Developing domestic wourism is no less
important.”

Recent months have seen 2 monumen-
tal crush of tourists at Black Sea beaches
and Caucasus ski resorts. This winter,
during what some call the “gender hoki-
day® travel period aroind Defender of
the Fatherland Day on Feb twhen
Russia celehrates men) and March & (In-
temational Women's Dy}, Lake Baikal
has been the place to be.

It ks a distiflatson of tourism in the In-
SLARFAM AZE.

Some Visitors bring their own smart-
phone tripods, jamping up and down re-
peatedly for the perfect snapshot of
themselves in midair before a will of ice.
Others pilot drones or et off bright-col-
oared smoke bombs, At sunset recentdy,
tourists lay om the frogen lake on their
bellies inside a natural groto o the
shoreline cliffs, taking peciures of the
rose-gliating iccles hanging from the
criling.

*Gee out!” some yelled when another
group arrived. “Take a hike, all of you!
You're blocking the sun!”

“The social petwarks have led 1o all

this," saidl & puide at the grono, Elvira
Dorzhiyeva, “There's these top loc
tioas, and irs like — ‘All T care about is
that T wane what [ saw online™

The most in-demand photos involve
the clear ice, so some gusdes carry
Drushes b swesp away the Soow,

In & typical wintes, its foreign tourists
— many from nearby China — who de
scend on Baikal, while Russians escape
the: cobd 1o Tuerkey or Thailand,

Nikita Bencharov, who learned Eng-
lish competing in international table
nds pournaments in the Soviet e, first
started hosting forelgn  tourists  on
Olkhon in the 19905 Now he runs a
sprawling hotel complex on the island
and estimates that in a poemal yeas,
mo an 70 percent of the wintertime
Visibors are foregners.

This year, just about &ll his guests are
Russian, which has presented a bit of a
protilem. Russians who vacation abroad
are used to cheap, comfurtable lodgings,
which are hard to find in the far reaches
of their o®n country. At Olkhon hotels
this season, unassuming double rooms
haave gone for as much as $200 a might; at
an foe-sculpture festival by the frozen
harbor and some of the cafes, the resa-
roams are unheated autdoor pit toilets.

“The foreigners are already a i pre-
pared and thank the Lord that theres a
mormal bed here, ot least, and that
they're not sleeping on a bearskin.” Mr.
Bencharow said, “They understand bet-

RUSSIA
Il‘ﬂll: #
/
= s

g —
Lake Baikal is about o mile deep and

frozen three feet thick in the winter.

ter than the Russians where theyre irav-
eling to and why®

Many operators geared townrd for-
eign tourists have scrambled o adjes,
On Otkhon, the once-Chinese restaurant
now serves borscht

At the isiand's northern up, where or-
tower over a blue-white laby-
rinthof ice formastions, feets of tour vans.
deposit hundreds of peope 1 slide and

“This season is like no other — no one expected there to be such a crush” of tourists, Yulia Mushinskaya said.

clamber around, and then o slurp fsh
soup heated by fires set directly on the
e,

A couple from Moscow, 1wo engineers
i theeir 30, sald they were visiing Sibe-
ria for the first time. One said he was
thrilled by the landscape but shocked by
the region's poverty and felt sorry for the
people and how they bave to live.

Aboit 50 miles away, at a fishing camp
across the lake, three men bunked in a
metal shack on the ice, the air inside
tinged with the scent of cused fish, damp
bedding and pine-nut moonshine in a
pastic bottle on the foor. Two of the men,
firefigheers, said they made arownd $300
amonth amd took several weeks off in the
fall to supplement their income by har-
Vestili pane Bts in the fogest.

“We make the minimum and complain
and complain — and that's it one of te
firefighters, Andred, 3%, sabd, “And, what,
we listen 1o Pusin on TV,

He let his voice tradl off, with a nervous
ligh. He declined o give his last name,
worried about retalinstion at his gowvern-
ment job.

Baikal's alen landscape offers an es-
eape from hardahip and crigis — empo-
rary amd, perhaps, deceptive, The oo
ronavirus, for one, seems not 1o exist,
with not a mask sight on the visitors
packing tour vans and restaurants, Their
dismissive attinsde mirrored an inde-
|ae||d£‘|l4 pl)ﬂ this month that found that
fewer than half of Russians worried
about carching the virus and that only 30
percent were intefested in getting the
RUSSian coronavirus vaccine.

“It's & paychosis,” a park ranger, Elena
Zelenkina, sasd of the global fear of the
virus as she served tea and homemade
doughnut holes ar a gift shop next 1o hot
springs on the lake's quieter eastern
shore.

A group of music aficionados in the
nearby city of Irkutsk even went ahead
with their annoal indoor winter music
festival. One of the Spectators, AI’\.}‘OM
Nazarow, was from Belarus — one of the
few countries whose nationals can now
easily enter Russia.

Belarus, like Bussia, has been
wracked by ami-government probests.
But likee Mr. Putin, President Aleksandr
G, Lukashenkn of Belarus has hekd on,
dephoying an overwhelming show of
force (o put down unrest.

Mr. Nazarow said he had supported the

protesters — bul because it seemed their
Viclory Was nesther imminent mor as-
sured, he wis moving on.
« had spent an exhilarating week
walking and skating arvand Olkhon 15-
land. He was loking forward to doing
mure sutdoor tourism, on Russias Kam-
chatka peninsula or in feedand if the bor-
ders open.

“Wie all have our dreams and our goals
that we want 1o achieve” Mr Nazarov
said, “Life goes on."




E.U. Says Britain Broke Law
By Extending a Grace Period

By STEVEN ERLAN

ing legal wction ngauH
Britain I|J| what it called 3
lazion of & legal agre
Brexi and Narih
wits part of o trade
tween the two sides

n|<|\v|'|h|s
sh government
! ading and
les Northern
Businesses by extend
periad for implement
Brexi aceord
Under a protcel on Northern
Treland that was part of the pacs
Britain is required to consalt the
European Union on changes toits
implementation — which it did not
o, The protocol was aimed
here

sels was respanding to
moath by

ion of zh:-

dom

the last six months unilat-
erally beoken the agreemeit, firss
with a hill last Decemb wer thist

1

The MNorthern Ireland protocol
4 border begween Britain

and the wrapean Union in the
Irish tectively keeping
Northern freland within the Euro-

pean single market for goods.
Britain has Jeft the single markes,
s keeping  goods  flowing
smoathly from the mainknd to
Mormhern Ireband, despite new le-
al checks lor sanitary and health
regulations and conssderable pa-
perwork, has been a significant
prle
That is why both sides agreed to
2 grace pericd on numersis bor-
der requirements, 1o rian until the
end of March, st to the cleal,
which went into effect on Jan. 1
But trade disruptions for North-
ern Ireland have been s severs
that Britaln decided o extend the
grace period for food and pareels

hich hisd not bee
— for six months, umt

under trade agres
by

“temporary and technical meas-
ures that we think are very sensh
b He anid that Britain looked

Trade disruptions for \Imtln e .—Luu.l have

forward “to owr discusssons with
friends and see whese we

arEL

Street spokesper-
som said on \{ruml wy ’Ill the

Tary
u\-mu disruption in \u nenl Tre-
land.”

Britain
the Northe

nains committed 1o

i aaidl, and wished o
sues that had artsen at
the border with Brussels trough
the: praper channeds.

Bux sefar, a European Undon of-
icial said, that stated British de-
sire has not been reflected in fact
s actions had un-

st in its word, the of-
rlf|1| sail, angul

buth sides o the deal they negoti
ated. Britain has also violated the
“duty of good faith® require
In Article Five of the withdr
agreement that governed Bre

b initiation of legal ac-
tinn, they hoped that further dis-
ctween Brussels and

carmne before

Bloc’s top
en 1o Da-
< Rritish coumerpar,
1o refrain from

putring al steps ind
practic nucl instead work with
Brussels to find joint so

|||.|\ c.lul:l provide Brit

rl\o E.U. and the UK. ngu.’\d
protocol. tgether” Mr

plirpese and undermine trust be
tween us”

Relations between Britain and
the European Undo | I|<1n' been
tendentious for s Ver is-
ues sarmounding th\- Northern
Ireland protocol, the larger agree-
ment on Britain's withdrawal from
the bloc, and over vaccine sup
plies

Brussels has aceused Britain of
holding hack vaccines scheduled
for Europe even of a ban,
which does ||u| EXist, ¢

n

success of s
ment and rollout corpy
the shiwer piace of the Eliropean
argued that Brexil
e passibe

wer

the
we Britain a

al process
prace period all
manth bo respond,
panth for exam
solves] hefore then, Britain could
be brought before European
Court of Justice and face trade
sanctions.

il anather
on. [f not re-

el BV
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By ISABELLA KWAL

LONDON — Prime Minister
Boris Johnson was meeting with
law enforcement officials on Mon
y after the Lomdon pr
widespread criticism
handling of a vigil cn
mark the killing of a 33-year-old
WO

The fallout comes as o proposed
potice bill that would grant more
PowWers b control protess in Brit-
ain is et 10 be debated in Parlia-
mient this week and faces renewed
serutiny from oppasition lnw mak-

5 rights growpe.
on has been or-

for

An invest

dered into the policing of & vigil in
lay might
whiose

South London on Satu
for Saraly erand, 3
killing towched off o nat
ery over misogyny and v
Thee vigil had been dec
Lawful because of coronavins
3 move denounced by
vights groups, and officers from
the Metropolitan Police, the main
London force, clashed with some
attendoes,

Ms Everard, a marketing exec
Litive ppeared near Clapham
Common while walking home
from o friends house on the
evening of March 3. Her body was
Hlersified an Friday and a Metro-
pofitan Police officer has been
e in her illing,
Mr. Johnson was scheduled 10
meet on Monday with ministers,
sendor polic ers and proseci-
tors to discuss steps 10 improve
safety on the sreets for women
and girls

“Like everyone who saw it, |
was deeply concerned about the
s from Clapham Commion
on Saturday night” Mr. Johnson
said, referring 1o the open space in
uh Lomdon where the vigil was

hedd.

on Mo
id he had confidence in
Deck, the head of the
Mezropolitan. Podice. but that he
supported a review into what had
hoppened on Saturday evening.
Measures in the new podicing bill,

bres s, wonshd iner
for rapists and tackle domestic vi
wlence

Pritd Patel, the British cabinet

Vatican Prohibits Blessing of Same-Sex Unions

By ELISABETTA POVOLEDN
and BUTH GRAHAM
ROME — The Vatican said o
'h1u|||.3'\ thae priests could noc
ling amy

the church
owand gy
h respect and sensé
but not endorse their un.

The ruling said th
shauld Iae

inns.

The Congregation far the Doc-
e Faith, the Vatican's
rinal watchdog, issued 'hl:
jdgment in respanse \uqm-mr
ed by some p
parishes it sought to b
weleoeming and inclusive of gay
couples.

The: issue of in
tothe fore in recent years after the
pnp" .m.-d b ops 10 e

s came

iom can rece
ance they need to understand and
fully carry out Gods

The dectsion did not imply a
juadgment on peogle imvalvesd nor a

crimination,
of I|Il'|r|l|-|

form of “ujust
Lt rather a reminde
af the linrgical rite”
mient of matrimony, Cardi
F. Ladaria, the prefect of th
gregation, said in an explansory
nate, Cardingl Ladaria wrote that

Elishetta Povolado reportid from
Rame, and Ruth Groham from
Warter, N.H,

Pope Francis, who has staunct

weed gay marriage in the
urch, had given “his assent o
publication.”

rited States, where
it of 1 Cathobics

the

cording 10 a
enany gay Catho
cates mourned the anmoun
mamnt, ared said it would inevieal
lead 1o more gay people and those
who sapport them le
church.
“The Vatican does whit the
ican doos, and someti mes the ¥

A ‘devastating’ edict
for Catholics seeking to
support gay members.

ican really hy
lives they

ris people whose
are unfami
I

tive director of New Ways M
istry who has been an advocate
ier decades,
5 N parishes”
celebrating such
. He saicl that Catholics

wore adready

bless
wiould
ways o tless the <'!||||||rs. .ru
Jovee ard suppar

alic laity will step in and perform
their own ritals, gestures, and
woris of support.”

Francs

“Whaam Im,uﬂﬂl 7
luring 4 ppal mp,h- from Bragil

The pape
Oetaber when |wa|1pe.u od to ef-
I.1lx‘it‘ same-5ex civil unions. The

darified that the
gay couples de-
protections, including
Legal rights and beakh eare bene-
at hils comments had ot
wrked & ehange in church doc-

The Cathelic Church coasider
homosexual acts “intrinsic
lisordered”

In 2003, the Congregation for
I.‘\L' Doctrine of the ith ruled
e church's “respect for ho
mosexual persons cannot lead in
any way to approval of homosex-
ual behavior of 1o legal recogni-
tion of homesexual umions" That
e , which was signed by
Joseph Ratzinger, then
the prefect of the congregation
and who went on to hecome Pape
Benedict XV, sough 7
shidic lawmale
ing number of countries were rati-
fying legal rights for same-sex
capes,
In the ruling made
’\luml.lj. he Viatican said that
sholic teaching held that
mue- between 8 man and woman

public on

Folice officers attempting to hreak up a vigil in London on Satarday

Crowds emssing Wistmisster Bridge
eandle, below, for Ms. Everard in London on Mond.ay

minister oversesing policing, and
sadiq Khan, the mayor of Loadon,
haith calbed on Sumday for an inde-
penden review of polidng 1actics
at the vigil,

Ms. Dick said on Sunday that ‘|
review would be good o
confidence.” bt resistedd calls for
Ter restgnation and defended her
officers, citing concems over the
cononavirus,
ulawiul gatherings
Inwiul gatherings.” she sakl
cers h & action if peaple
are pulting themsslves massively

e
“0ifi-

nin Brit-
d's dis-

51 Peter's Square in Va

wies part of God's pilan
since gay unins were
tended to be part of that plan,
could not be blessed by
church,

In explaining the ruling
Maiitay, the Vatican sasd o
tntonships involvin
tivity cutside of ma

the

soluble unionofa man and a wom-
an open in ftself to the ransmis-
shon of fife” did not follow the “Cre-
ator's plans” even if those rela-
paiships had “posit ernents.®
The Vatican &l said that the sk

Sorah Everard and to end vi

el & woman light

Killing, have shared experiences
of harassment and voiced a long-
enduring anger over violence
agninst women at the hands of

men, culminating in the vigil on
Saturday night.

Womesn's rights activists and
lawmakers denaounced

ancl called
||ug§,ne.uh.n
smged 10 decry
women, and th;
hacl been arne
and's ¢
“Th
liserally fel
us,” Dania
was arrested at the prote

n City. God “does not and cannot bless sin,”

existed t SUMESEX  unions
coukl be misconstrued as consti-
Luting “a certain imitation” of the

nupaial biessing that Is imvoked in
matrimeny, which 15 a sacra
in the Cathalic Church. In
“there are absolutely
considering bomosex

g [-'l:qn. Fran-
116 document on
the theme of family, “Amoris
Laetitia,” or “The Foy of Love.

Thugh few were surpeiset by

Al3

N 18

FINCE Agninst women

UK. Policing Bill Scrutinized After Clashes at Vigil

the BEC on Monday, adding thar
the police had deagged her along
the ground. It was unnece

Fallout from the event and the
g of the govermment ¢ at
would grant police mone powersto
comtrol protests could leacl to
IHOFE Wrrest

Hundreds of people atended a
protest on Monday idder Prarfia
ment, closely watehed by palice

the propased polic
down Flow im Ms.
eory.

Many young women said they
had shown up because they were
shocked at how the police had
eated wonven at the vigi on Sas-
urday nighe.

ven't stopped cry-

haven't stopped fealing
red.”

seriod of time before going to
and Yardd, where they booed
ata line of police officers standing
behind barricades. Parts of
tral London were beow,
standstill as prot
thraugh the streets,
Anention is no
raposed polic
be debatedd in Parl
week. The bdl would introduce
wugher penaliies  for  serious
s and end a policy that ne
lenses prisoners after serving half

sifng on e
whiclh will

of a fixed sentence for Some
erinses, in sddition to giving
b t pokice pro

free
Lawmakers from the opposi-
tlon Labour Party have

concerns it would Impede the
Fights of protesters.

his i5 nos time to be rushing
throwgh poorly thought-ou meas-

FAKS FRUSTACL N, V1A SHUTTERSTOCE
a ruling said on Monday.

the an's decision, critics said
the statement's tone was notably
harsh. A line saying that God

“does mot and cannot bless siny
stoodd out in its reduction of loving
relationships o maral offenses

“Thist line in particular is going
1O CHUSE LPemendou:s pair
sadid Marianne Duddy-Burke,
e director of DignityUSA,
ual advocacy group for gay
The fact that our
1ill denies peaple a sense
redness about their relation-
ships is deeply painful 1o those of
who hidd fast to our fagth”
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Killing in Syria Spawns a Legal Case Against Mercenaries

By ANDREW E. KRAMER

MOSCOW — Three human
rights groups announced on Mo
day a legal action that they say ks
the First 1o tanget soldiers (rom the
Russian mercenary organization
Wagner for crimes committed in
Syria, highlighting growing ef-
farts 1o hold accountable contracy
soldiers in war zones.

The case arose from the swirl of
wviolenoe in Syria as multiple fac-
tions, contract soldiers and proxy
forces fought one another outside
the Geneva Conventions or other
treaties on the kyws of war. The le-
gl filing tries 1o use a patchwork
of national legislation and treaties
b plug that obe, what the rights
roups called an impunity gap for
mercenarkes oven as they proifer-
ate on modern banlefields.

Wi are seeing a resusgence of
mescenaries in armed conflicts
around the world” [lya Nuzow, di-
recior for Eastern Europe and
Central Asia at the Imernational
Federation for Human Rights, one
of the groups that browghe the le-
gl actson, =aid in a welephobe in-

terview. “Unformumnately, they
comimit grave human  rights
abuses.”

The case, if it ever comes to
court, would seem easy o pros-
ectbe  because those  accused
filmed themselves killing a man
who they claimed was a member
of the Tsiamic State  militant
roup. It is not clear why thy re-
corded the killing, bt analysis
saidl it might have been for propa-
gamda reasons or as a horrific
form of

T e viddien segents that have
circulared online sinoe 2017, a
groapof Russian-spesking men in
the darkly theatrical, almost post-
apocalyplic sewing of the mined
Al Shaer gas plant in the city of
Homs, in northern Syria, filmesd

mselves beating their victim
with a sedgehammer, then dis-
memibering and burning the body.
15 Ofganizations and ana-
Iysts of the Syrian conflict have
studied the clips for years. But the
killing remained a crime without
punishment because of the com-
plicated jurisdictional issues re-
lated to contract soldiers.

MNovaya Gazeta, an independ-
ent Bussian newspaper, identified
00E 0f e SHACKErs W0 ears 4go
a5 a member of the Wagner mer-
cenary group, which the Unived
States government has said in
sanctions documents is financed
by Yevgeny V. Prigozhin, on ol
garch who has been called
“Putin's chel” for winning ca-
tering contracts for the Kremdin,

The Kremlin has denied any
ties to Wagner or 1o the Russian-

spgakmg e Who appear in the
wideo,

Riyus groups have compared
the videataped killing to shootings
in Misour Square in Baghdad in
2007 by security contractors with
Blackwater, the American securi-
Iy company, an episode that be-
came emblematic of the difficul-
ties of prosecuting contrachors,
Four Blackwater guards were
comvicted in an American court
but were pardoned Tast year by

SERGEY FMCMAEY 8 THE SO TN TMES

President Donakd 1. Trumg,
Rupssian prosecutars have so far
oot opened an investigation. With
ehedr filing, the International Fed-
eration for Human Rights and rao
r organizations — the civil
rights society Memorial and the
Syrian Center for Meedia and Free
dliom of Expreasion — furesally re
quested that they do so.
Whibe the Eigants concede i is
unlikely that Russsa will pursue
an inquiry, they say that the filing

PO, PO B4 AEXE] ERHIAN

The LS. says Yevgeny Prigozhin, speaking to Russias president,
center, finances a mercenary group n«'uaﬁd o!cﬂm in Homs,

ts shot vid,

Syria. 5

g them di aman.

is part of & legal strategy (o move
the case to the Evuropean Coirt of
Human Rights, whose rulings
Russia is bound by treaty to ab-
serve. To do se, they must st ex-
st appeals in Russia's domes-
tie judiczal system,

The case was fibed on behall of a
brother of the man Rilled, who has.
heen identified as Mohammad al-
Abdullah. Rights groups say Mr
al-Abdullah  defected from the
Syrian Army bus had no known
conmection to the Islamic State,

In the video of the killing, one

3 s, “This will
Tappen 1o every member of ISIS”
At least four of those present
fimed the episode on cellphones
or with a small digital camera.

Abeksandr  Cherlasov,  chiirs
man of Memorial, said the Rus-
sian authorities should prosecute
the case to remove violent crimi-
nals from sockety and to uphobd
rules on the hamane weament of
prisoners of war.

“Any cruelty 1o a captive will be
answered by cruelty v Russian

prisoners,” he said. “Any responsi-
bie: officer in any army would be
interestid in this investigation’

Mercenaries and  other  so-
called nonstate combatamts are a
rising concern for human rights
groups. About three-gquarters of
wars today are fought by such sol-
diers, rather than by members of
nations' armed forces, said Var-
vara Pakhomenko, a human
rights consultant.

Western governments have ac-
cused Russin of deploving Wag-
ner contract soldiers in the Cen-
tral African Republic, Libya, Su-
dan, Syria and Ukrainge.

In Syria, it was partly & money-
making strategy. Under a pro-
gram firsa revealed by Russian in-
vestigative reporters in 2007, the
Syrian government granted com-
panies with ties w the Russian se-
Curity Services mining, ol or natu-
ral gas rights in territories surside
the Syrian stae’s control. The
Practice Was seen as an incentive
far the companies to hire conmract
solddiers to capture the areas.

In a Message,
Navalny Tells
Of a Dystopia
Inside Prison

By ANTON TROIANOVSKI

MOSCOW — The Russian oppo-
sition leader Aleksed A Navalny
greeted his supporters via Insta-
gram on Monday from the prison
where be i likely 1o spend the
next two years, refernng o his
new confines as “our friendly con-
centration camp.”

Mr. Mavalny, whose where-
abowms had been unknown for
days, said in & nwessage posted on
his Inst that he had
been transferred to Penal Colony
Mo 2 in the Viadimir Region east
of Moscow. Mr Navalny had
passed the message along o his
lawyers, who were able 1o visil
him at the penal colony earlier in
thi da}rmrlhrll.ra time.

It was the prison, known for
harsh conditions even by Russian
standards, where Russian media
reported Mr. Navainy had been
sent two weeks ago. But it later
emerged that Mr. Navalny was
dispatched from the Moscow jail
where he hid been held since Jan-
wary 1o a different detention cen-
b first,

“1 vt avclmit thae Russiar's pris-
ON SYSEEMm mal to s
me,” Mr. Navalny said in the Insta-
gram post. 1 didd not imagine that
it Wit bl Lo St s 4 risal cone
centration camp 100 kilometers
from Moscow.”

Mr. Navalmy, the most promi-
nent polilical opponent of Presi-
dent Viadimir V. Putin, returned
o Russia in January after having
recovered from a near-deadly pai-
soning in Siberia last year, He was
arrested at passport control, then
sengenced o two-and-a-half years
in prison for violating parole on 3
suspended sentence be had ree
ceived in 2014,

The seience was widely seen
% an attempt by Mr. Putin to 5i-
lence his boudest domestic critic,
The initial wave of natonwide
protests prompted by Mg Na-
valny's arrest has now passed, but
his political machine remains po-
tent and ks preparing 1o challenge
Me Putin's ruling party in the par-

amentary elections scheduled 1o
ke place in September.
Mr. Navalny deter-

mined 10 keep encouraging his
supporters from prison via his In-
stagram secount, where he has
mare than four million followers,
He wrote in Monday's post, which
was paired with an okd phoso, that
™ ol vi-

Biden’s Goals

In Top Envoys’

This article is by Lera Jukes, John
Iemay and Steven Lee Myers,

WASHINGTON — Two amibi-
tions fie at the cemter of President
Biden's foreign policy agenda: re-
bailding ties with frustrated allies
and assembling & united fromt on
China,

This week, he is nuemping
both as he sends two of his most
SEMIOT EIVIYS 1 Japan ad South
Koreain hisadministration’s high-
estdovel foreign travel since it
took office in January.

The vissts to the United States'
stromgest partners in East Asia
are & predude to the Beden admin-
istration's opening round of face-
to-face contact with Beijing. One
of the envoys, Secretary of State
Antony 1. Blinken, will traved on to
Adieska and join Juke Sullivan, the
national security adviser, in meet-
ing China's two top diplomats.

The adminisiration sees the
atlering 48 & chance o establish
roand rules and set red lines for &
relagionship that Mr. Blinken has
called “the higgest geopolitical
test af the 215t cemmury” American
officials have described it as “a
one-f session” Lo identify issoes
where Washington can work with
China — and then "Lay ou, in very
frank terms, the many concerns
that we have” Mr. Blinken tok
Congress last week.

The Murry of diplomacy, which
began on Friday with a virtual
summit with the United States’ so-
callid Quad allies — Australia, In-
dia and Japan — establishes the
Asia-Pacific as a top priority for
the Biden administration afier
Barack Obama's halting “pivol” 1
Asin and Donald L Trump's
biunaly transactional approach to
alliances in the region,

The disdogue with allees |ess
than two manths into the new ad-
ministration also underkines the
president's goal of shoring up in-
ternational partnerships to face
down sdversaries and, in turn,
Turtler American interests.

“The more China hears, not just
our opprobrium, but a course of
opprobrium  from  around  the
workd, the better the chance tha
we'll get same changes” Mr
Blinken said 81 & House Foreign
Affairs  Committes  hearing
‘Washingion kast week.

1 will o be eaisy. China, having

mmmsmmlmpre-
ported  from  Washington, and
Steven Lee Myers from Seoul,

Converge
Trip to Asia

brought the coronavires 1o heel
early in the pandemic, has only
bolstered its economic position as
rivals in the West struggge to re-
cover. And militarily it has mar-
rowed the gap with the United
States through huge investments.
Those sirengths have helped em-
bolden China on the global stage,

Even as Washinglon (ries to
chart & new, if still wary, relation-
ship with Beijing, Americon offi-
cials an Friday played down the
notton that China would over-
shadow the three days of discus-
sions in Tokyo and Seoul, Mr,
Blinken and Defense Secretary
Lioyd J. Austin L1 are expected to
diseuss @ range of subjects, inebud-
ing the pandemic, climate change
and the large LLS. roop presence
in the region,

Relatsons between Japan and
South Korea, which have reached
A low poimt over historical dis-
putes, are likely 1o be 8 topic of
comversation. Also on the agenda
will be the milieary coup last
manth in Myanmar and North Ko-
ren's nuclear and missile pro-
grams, Wwhich remain firmly in
plizce afver the Trumg administra-
tion's falled flirtation with the
Morth's leader, Kim Jong-un.

The decision 1o make Japan the
first destination for Mr. Blinken
and Mr. Austin wis seen a5 a sig-
nificant and reassuring develop-
ment in Tokyo, which worked hasd
to maintain close tes with Mr
Trump even as he demanded huge
increases i payments to keep
American troops in the counery.
On Friday, the White House an-
nounced  that Prime  Minsster
Yoshihide Suga would be the first
foreign leader Lo meet with M. Bi-
den in Washington,

“At the end of the Trump admin-
istragion, with regard to Asia, we
were bickering with our allies
over bow much to pay for the cost
sharing in terms of defense,” said
Victor Cha, who oversaw Asia pol-
icy @t the White House during the

W. Bush administration
and advises the Ceivter for Stra-
tegic and International Studies in
‘Washington. “We had a very uni-
lateral View when it came o alli-
ances as A narion, almost i dis-
dainful view with regard to them.”

“Ar the same time” Mr Cha
said, “China was using its eco-
noenic leverage abl around the re-
gion 1o bully other countries”

The Trump administration wok
an often: contradictory approach
toward China. Mr. Trump ofen
flastered its authoritarian leder,

AT FRANCE FRESEE — GETTT ALY

Chinese officials hristle at American attempts to confront Beijing over rights abuses in Xinjiang.

Xi Jinping, as be tried to atrike
sracle deaks. At the same time, his
adminstration criticized Beijing’s
human rights abuses, military
and cyberspace incursions, and
assaults on democracy.

The  Biden  administration’s
strategy could prove just as dizy-
ing. Mr Blinken has described
secking & relationship that is
based at OACE D CONPErALIN,
competition and, as needed, con-
fromtation with China.

To make it work, the United
Srtes i banking on hackup from

Japan and South Korea,
Both walk a fine line on China:
Their prosperity depends on trade
with Beijing, but they break with
Chima on mistters of secrity, de-
mocracy and human rights.

Tokyo lkas grown mare vocal s
the Chinese military has made in-
cursions around islands that Ja-
[pan administers in the East China
Sea, known im Japan as the
Senkakus and in China as the
Doy, Seoul hins used its tem-
pernte relations with Beijing as a
pressure wctic against North Ko
rea, which depends on China 1o
Weep its economy afloa

For their part, China's leaders
Ihave sadd they are eager to get the
relationship - with the  United
Stirtes back on an even keel. Some
analysss have warned that any
steps toward o détente coubd just
buy China more time 10 develop
technological asd mililary capa-
hilities before a diplomatic break-
down.

“As two countries with different
sncial systems, China and the

United States naturally have dif-
ferences  and  disagreements”
Warg ¥i, the Chinese foreign min-
ister, sadd in Beijing on March 7.
He and Yang liechi, China's wp
diiplomat, will be meeting with Mr.
Blinken in Ataska.

Yet Chinese leaders also appear
concerned aboat the Biden strat-
egy of rallying allies into & cober-
et boc against Ching, somethang
that could hurt it politically and
economically. Last week, for ex-
ampbe, the Quod countries an-
mouced an effort 10 ship corona-
Virus vaccines 1o Southeast Asia,
countering China's own efforts a1
sorcalbid vaccine diplomacy.

Mr. Wang cited the pandemic,
the econmmic recovery from it and
climate change as areas where
China and the United States could
cooperate, theugh he provided no
deiails. But he said thai the United
States and others had no right 10
interfere in what he described as.
imternal maters: human rights
abuses against ethnic Uighurs in
China’s western Xinjlang region.
efforts to subvert democracy in
Homg Kong and surveillance and
repression in Tibet.

He also drew a *red line™ on the
question of Talwan, the seif-gov-
erning democratic iskand that Bei-
jing claims as an inalienable part
of a greater China.

Days later, an American de-
stroyer passed through the Tai-
win Strait, The United States de-
scribes such voyages as routine,
but they are soen s hostile by
China. It was the third since Mr.
Baden came into office, signaling

support of Taiwan.

While Japanese officials are
sure to seek assurances from Mr
Austin that the LS. military would
cormne to Japan’s aid in the event of
a conflict with China over the

olence ar his new penitentiary
home, but that his lellow pris-
omers appeared 10 be terrorized
by beatings widely reported 1o
have been carried out ai Penal
Colony No. 2 in the past,

“The methods have now
chamged and, I'll be horest, Lean't
even remember 2 place where ev-
eryone speaks so politely and, in a
way, welcomingly” Mr Mavalny
wrerte, “Viden cameras are every-
where, everyone s being

watched, and a report is written
up in response to the slightest vio-
lation”

Even profanity was profhshited,
Mr. Navalny wrote. Shockingly for
& Russian prison, “this ban is
strictly followed”

known for serice enforcement of
rules. Lawyers and former in-
mates have described a separate,
harsher  punishment  facility
within its walls where inmates are
not allowed 1o mingle or even talk
among themselves.

The site: s typical for Russia’s
eolony-type prisons that evolved,
with a few improvements, from
the gulag camps established in the
19305, Inmates live collectivedy in
groups of several dozen called
brigades in bow-slung, tWo-story
buildings surrounded by walls

barbed wire.

Discipline is enforced by pris-

Senkaku Iskinds, h Seoul

ners with the warden,

is m:pccled 0 be consumed with
of whether

according to former inmates, an

regular large-scale mlitary eher.
cises with South Korea, which Mr.
Trump abruptly canocled.

Las: week, the two countries
reached a cost-sharing agreement
Tar SLALEAING AMEerican roops. in
South Korea, o presence that Mr
Trump had also threatened to end.

Afer the meetings in Tokyo and
Seoul, Mr. Aunstin will travel 1o In-
dim, which is at ils lowest point in
relations with China in decades af-
ter a deadly border incursion last
summer. Me. Blinken will arrive in
Alnska on Thursday or the mest-
ing with the Chinese envoys.

As he wished Mr. Blinken luck
for the talks, Representative Mi-
chael MoCaul of Texas, the top Re-
publican on the House Foreigi A
fairs Committer, warmed that “we
cannot reat them as & normal ad-
versary”

“Wie: are truly in an ideslogical
struggle fighting for democracy
against authoritarianism and peo-

that will allow the
prmfﬂ administration o strictly
control Mr. Navalny's life at ail
times. Prisoners spend hours
standing with their hamds clasped
behind their hacks, looking at
their fiset, forbidden from making
eye contact with the guards, ome
former inmate, the nationalist po-
litickan Dmitri Dyomushkin, wid a
Moscow radio station recenty.

Mr. Mavalny, in Monday's post,
said he remained classified as a
Might risk. meaning that he was
woken up every hour at night by a
guard with a camera reporting on
his copdition.

The constant surveillance, Mr. |
Mavakny wrote, reminded him of a
dystopian novel: “1 think that
someane up high read Orwells
984" and said, ‘Oh, awesome,
Let's do that, Education through
dehumanization.'*

But as he has done repeatedly
Imrecent manths, Mr. Navalny still
sought i radiate optimism. He |
has used his i

muting freedom over
Mr McCaul said. He added that
the Uniited States had for four dec-
ades “urned a bind eye” m Chi
na's ruling Compmist Party
hopes: of persuading is leaders
fallow international porms.
“Unfortunately, i just didn'
wark,” Mr. McCaul said,

to show RU‘ISL‘NB that they I&rz
ot fear Mr. Putin, as kong as they
betieve that, sooner or later, their
side will prevail,

“If you deal with everything |
‘with a sense of humor, you can live |
with it,” Mr. Navalny wrote. “Sa,
all i all, all is well here”




TUESDAY. MARCH 16. 2021

AlS

National

Jesuits Vow to Raise
$100 Million to Atone
For Role in Slavery

By RACHEL L. SWARNS

1 one of the largest efforts by
an institueion (o aone for sBvery,
a prominent order of Raman Cath-
olic priests has vowed 1o raise
S100 million to benefit the de-
scendants of the enslaved people
it ance owned and to promote r-
cind  reconcilistion  initiagives
across the United States.

The mave by the leaders of the
Jesuit conference of priests repre-
w0l the Largest effor by the Ro-
man Cathelic Church 1w make
amends for the buying, selling amd
enslavement  of Black  peaple,
church officials and  historians
=i,

The pledge comes at a time
when calls for reparations are
ringing through Congress, college
campuses, church basements sl
town halls, 82 leaders grapple
with the painful begacies of segre-
ation and the nation's system of
imvaluntary servitude,

“This s an oppoartunity for Jes-
uits 0 begin 8 very serious
process of truth and reconcils-
Gon” said the Rew. Timothy B
Kesicki, president of the Jesui
Conference of Canada and the
United Stares, "Our shameful lis-
tory of Jesuit slaveholding in the
United States has been taken off
the dusty shelf, and it can never be.
pt back”

The money raised by the fesu-
e will flow it & new foundaticn
established in parmership with &
group  of descendants, who
pressed for negotiations with the
Jesuis after learning from & se-
ries of articles in The New York
Times that their ancestors had
besem sald in 1838, The order relied
on shave labor and slave sales for
more than acentury o sustuin e
lergy and he con-

a5 gramts (o organizations engag-
img in macial  meconciliation
projects, Jesuit and descendant
leaders said. Abow o quarter of
the budget will support edwcs-
tional opportunities for descend-
ants in the form of scholarsiips
and granis. A smaller portion will
address the emergency peeds of
descendans who are old or in-
firii.

Bishop Shelwn J. Fabre, the
chalrmanof the U3, Conference of
Catholic Bishops’ Ad Hoc Comamit-
tee Againz Racism, described the
plan as the churel's “largest fi-
nancial commitment” 1o “hoal the
wounds” ciused by its participa-
tion in slavery,

About 5,000 living descervkants
of the people enslaved iy the Fes-
uits have been identified by gene-
abogists at the Georgetown Mem-
ory Project, a nonprafit group.

Craig Steven Wilder, a historian
a1 M.LT. who has writen about
universities, the Catholic Church
and slaveholding, described the
mave as an important initial sop.
“Ie will pur remendons pressure
on other institutions in the Unied
Stales  —  universities  and
churches — that share this his-
tory;” Dr. Wilder sasd.

Faith institutions have been at
the forefrant of the growing repa-
rations movement. In 2018, the
Catholc sisters of the Religious of
the Sacred Heart created a repa-
rations fund 1o finance schol-
arships for Alrican-Americans in
Grand Coteaw, La, where the
s had owned about 150 Black

The foliowing year, Virginia
Thealogseal Seminary, which re-
lied on enslaved labarers, created
a SL7 million reparations fund,
1||d I"nncmrm 'I‘M-olomml Semi-

ﬂnlrtmnanﬂ the day-to-day oper-
ations of churches and schools, in-
cluding the nasion's first Catholic
institution of higher learning, the
college now known as Geoige-
fawn Uiniversity.

Father Kesicki said his order
had already deposited $15 million
into m trust established to support
the foundation, whese govering
bonrd will include representatives
from other institations with roots
in slavery. The Jesuits have also
hired 2 national fund-riising firm
with a goal of raising the rest
within the next three 1o five years,
he said.

The pledge falls short of the 51
billion that descendant leaders
had culled on the Jesuis to mise.
Father Kesicki amd Joseph M
Stewars, the acting president of
the newly created foundation, the
Descensdants Truth & Reconciia-
tion Foundation, said that re-
miimed a long-term goal as the or-
EANIZALi0N MOVES 1 SUPPOCL insté-
turions and initintives focused on
racial lealing,

“We mow have a pathway for-
ward that has naot been traveled
beefiore,” said Mr. Stewart, a resined
corporate executive whose ances-
tars were sokd in 1838 to help save
Georgetown from financial ruin,

*They did not corme munEng
us, but because we went to them
with open arms and open hearts,
they mesponded,” Mr Stewart said
of the Jesuits. “They have em-
braced our vision.”

Roughly half of the foundation’s
annual budges will be distributed

it would spend
53'.' |'ru||n|1 ol scholarships and
other inititives to make amends
for its thes 1o stavery.

Several  Episcopal  dioceses
with ties m slavery — including
oqes in Maryland, Mew York and
Texns— have also created repara-
tions funds.

Georgetown,  which  was
fonded by the Jesuits, has prom-
sl o rase ahout $400,000 4 vear
1 bemedit the descendants of ped-
ple enskaved by e order. The u-
wversity, witich hokls a seat on the
board of the newly created foun-
dation and comtributed 31 million
to get it off the ground, plans 1o
distribute the first grants this
year

This is ot the first time the Fes-
wits have reckoned with their his-

Ehe New 1Jork Times

Jeseph VL. Stevwct's anesstors vere sold in 1838 16 help save Goorgetow fraes fissneial ruln
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tory. In the 1960s, the Maryland
Jesuits established the Carroll
Fund for Black students i need
with the procesds fron the sabe of
property that had been part of one
af their plantations. Thes fusd pro-
Widled between $15 million and 525
million in scholarships to Black
students ar Jesuit schooks, Fesisit
afficinls saick. Bat maney from the
fund also went b unrelated pur-

poses,

Sowe descendants bear that the
new plan — which was hammered
out over three years during a se-
ries of private meetings that ine

WBCHATL . MSCTY FOR THE 80K YORK TIFS

cluded representatives from the
Jesuits, Georgetown and three de-
scendant leaders, Mr Stewart,
Cheryllyn  Branche and Earl
Willianas Sr. — will also fafl short,
nating that the foundation was de
vefoped withowt input from the
wider descendant community.

Sandra Green Thomas, the
founding president of the GUZT2
Descendants Associaion, called
the $100 millien pledge from the
Jeswits “mare than | ever thoughs
we woulid see”

“But my concem ks whether or
ot this foltndation is going to e

efit descendants or those who are
in controd of e fousdation.” she
sabd, expressing concern over ad-
ministrative coses, sich as sala-
ries and fupd-ralsing. “1f the
money is not earmarked for the
descendants, Wven i really sn'l re-
parative. We need more details.”
Richard J. Cellini, the founder of
the Georgetown Memory Project,
worried that descendant leaders
hiad agreed to & deal prematuredy,
without “a full accountng from
the Maryland Jesuits of the pro-
ceeds generated by nearly 150
vears of Jesuit slaveholding.”

MACHARL A MCCOT FOR THE NI VORK TIBES

The Rev. Timothy P Kesicki, a Jesuit keader, and Mr Stewart negotiated the settlement. Right, a record of slave sales from 1832,

“We need to be booking at bal-
ance sheets, curnent and histori-
cal” Mr Cellini said, “Untl we
know the size of the wealth taken
trom these tamilies, we can't judge
the appropriniencss of the reme-
dy presented 1o them.”

Enslaved people have leen
largedy left ot of the origin story
traditionally told about the Catho-
lic Church in the Undted States.

But in the early decades of the
American republic, the church es-
rabkished its footkold in the South,
relying on plantations and en-
slaved laborers for its survival
and expansion, sccording o dsto-
rians and archival documens.

The Jesuits believed thar the
enstaved had souls, but they also
viewed Black peaple as
b bought and sold. At the time,
the Catholic Chiarch did not view
slaveholding as immoral, accord-
i to the Hev, Thomas R Murphy,
a historian at Seastle University,

So priests baptized the children
ol the enslaved, blessed their mar-
riages and required the peope
they owned to attend Mass, Jesuit
records show. Butthe records also
docuimsent whippings, harsh plan-
wion conditions, Eamiles torn
apart by slave sales, and hard-
ships  experienced by people
shipped far from home as the
chireh exgpanded.

Srill, the decision to sl virmal-
by allof the enslaved people owned
by the Maryland Jesuits in the
18305 to raise money to save
Georgetown and 1 suppeort the fi-
mancinlly strapped order keft sonw
priests deeply troubled. Life on
plartarions in the Deep South was
notariously brutal,

*To gell our alaves” sonse Jes-
s argued, “was the same thing as
o sell t souls™

Buz Jesui leaders prevaibed,
signing an agreement in 1638 1o
soll 272 men, women and children
i one of the lagest reconded
slave sales at the time,

Their story largely faded trom
public memory wuntil 2015, when
Georgetown's president, John J.
DG, announced the creation
ofa warking group on slavery and
called for a campuswide discus-
s3n after reopening a building
named for one of the early presi
denes invodved in the slave sale,

After student protesters de-
manded that the names of the
presidents be removed from cam-
pus buildings, Mr. Cellind estab-
lished the Georgetown Memory
Project and hired a team of gene-
alogists 1o identify and locate the
descendamts of the people wha
had bewen sald.

Mr. Swewart, who is Catholie,
wits, oie of ther. *1 had t process
that this was done by the Catholic
Church o my ancestors” he saic.

Then, Mr. Stewart said, fee
started focusing on the Jesuits,
“lioerking foe a way to hodd L esn ac-
coumable”

In May 2017, Mr Stewart wmte
to the Jesuit leadership in Rome
on behalf of the GU2T2 Descend-
ants Assocation, calling for for-
mal negotisions.

A month later, the Rev. Artaro
Sosa, the superior general of the
e, responeded, describing Jes-
it slaveholding as “a sin against
God and a betrayal of the human
dignity of your ancestocs”

Father Sosa called for a “dia-
logue” process between Jesuits in
the United Stares and descend-
ams.

I Amgust of thas year, Father
Kesicki fhew to Michigan 1o meet
with Mr. Stewarn and his wife,
Clara. He blessed their Bome.
Then the two men sat down for a
conversation that would lay the
groundwork for their negia-
oS,

Two Men Are Charged With Assault on Officer Who Died After Capitol Riot

By KATIE BENNER
and ADAM GOLDMAN

WASHINGTON — Two men

Monday, Mr. Tanios, whe jeined
i hearing dressed in orange, will
Appear in court sgain on Thrs-
day w whether he will

wed Wit g Ofi-
cer Brinn D, Sicknick of the Capi-
ol Palice and other officers with a
chernical spray during the Jan, §
riot, the Justice Depanment saxl
on  Monday, but  prosecutors
stopped short of linking the anack
to Officer Sicknick's death the
et dy.

The EBL arrested Geonge
Pierre Tanios, 39, of Morgantown,
WVa, and Julian Elie Khates, 32,
of State College, P, on Sunday.
M Tanios was arrested & home
and Mr:. Khater as he stepped off o
plane in Newark, the department
=aid,

They were charged with con-
apitacy o injune an officer, as-
waulring an officer with a danger-
ous weapon, cvil disorder, ob-
struction of an official proceeding
and other crimes related 1o violens
conducton the grownds of the Cap-
itol, the Justice Department sid.

Emh appeared via Video before

eral istrare  judges  on

Alan Feuer and Hailey Fuchs con-
iributed reporting,

remain detained while awaiting
trial. Ina separate hearing. alow-
yer for Mr. Khater indicated that
his chient intended to plead not
gudley.

Among other charges, they face
up o 20 years for assaulting o fed-
eral officer with o dangerous
Weapon

Officer Sicknick and twa other
police officers were injared "nz a
result of being sprayed in the face”
with an unidentified substance by
Me Khater and Mr. Tanios, the
FB.1 said insearch warrant appli-
cations filed in coun. The officers
were temporarily blinded and had
to stop working to get medical ar-
tention, the bireau said

Officer Sicknick was ane of five
people eft dead by the artack, and
his death was a magor focus for
law enforcement officials con-
ducting a sprawling inquiry, The
Justice Department las said in
court filings that the investigation
s most likely “cne of e largest in
American history” with  mare
than S0 search warrants execuis-
ed in nearly every state.

The Capitol Police thanked fed-
eral prosecibors ina satement for
charging the two men. “Those
who perpetrated these heinous
crimes must be held accountable,”
the acting chief of the force, Yo-
gnnanda [ Piman, sald in a
Statement.

Law enforcement officials de-
seribed the suspects briedy plot-
ting before the attack. The men,
whi were among the thougands
who traveled to the (‘-mrnhn pm

bos provesved that it was too early,
apparently o attack the officers
wih the spray, Mr. Khater coun-
tered that he had just been
spraved and held up the can of
chemical spray.

AL 2:23 oL, 85 seher riogers be-
gan o pull away & hamier be-
tween them and the Capitol, Mr.
Khater aimed his spray can to-
ward officers, the EB. 1. said, citing
video footage including a body
camera worn by an officer from
Pulice

b Cong
election results on Jan. 6, s.puke t
each athe nimistedly, surveil-
Lance vides showed, amd werked
togetler “1o assaubl law enforce-
ment officers with an unknown
chemical substance by spraying
afficers directly in the face and
eyiea” an FBL agent said in a
colr document.

Mr Khater and Mr. Tanlos were
seen o video early in the after-
noon standing five to sight feet
away from police afficers, inchud-
ing Officer Sicknick, the FB.I
said,

In a video of the auack, Mt
Ehater said. “Give me that” and
then reached imto M Tanioss
backpack, the EB.L sald. Me Tan-

Depanment. The efficers reacted

rushed 1o & hospital, where he
died. lnvestigators  opened  a
homicide mvestigation immedi-
wedy after the death of the officer,
a a2-year-ald Air National Guand
veteran wha served in Saudi Ara-
bin and Kyrgyzstan.

Both officers and rioters de-
ployed spray, mace and other irri-
tants during the attack. Given that
evidence, prosecutors brought as-
sault charges rather than o mus-
der charge, law enforcement offi-
cials said, 5| gt om the conadi-
thom of anonymity 1o dseuss a.con-

“nne Ty one,
them in the face” the
“The officers immed iately retreat
from the line, bring their hands to
their faces and rush 1o find water
0 wash it their eyes.”

They were unabile 1 defend the
Capétol for ar least 20 minutes
while they recovered, video
showed, acconding o the EBI
Two other officers who were as-
saulzed “described the spray o
their face as a substance as strong.
as, If not stronger than, any ver-
sin of pepper spray they hacd
been exposed 1o during their
training as Law enforcement offi-

rs,” the FB.L said.

Officer  Sicknick  was

lner

tinuing

1t remains unclear whether Of-
ficer Sicknick died because of his
wxpasure t the spray. On Jan. 7,
i day that he died, the Capitol
Police suid in a staternent that he
“was imjured while physically en-
paging with protesters™ at the riot
and then "returned w his division
officr and collapsed.

L the hours afer Officer Shck-
nick was taken to the hospical,
Capitol Police officials initially
saidthae he bad beenstruck witha
fire extinguisher, but lter soid
that s death was not caused by
bilunt force trauma In the follow-
ing days, investigntors homed in
o the patemiial rie of an irrimm

as a primary factor in his death,

The arrests came weeks nfter
mwvestigators pinpointed one of
the men in & video of the riot, la
which he was seen atacking offi-
cers with an unidentifies] speay,
according o rwe law enforcement
officiils.

After the FERI posted fliers
with phowgraphs of Mr Khaer
and Mr. Tanios secking informa-
tioi about the Jan 6 attack, 2 tip-
ster ki the FBL that the two
men had grown up together in
Mew Jersey.

Another person told the EB.L
that one of the men in the photo
looked “very close” 10 Mr. Tanios, |
who hoel “bragged about going 1o |
the insurrection ar the Capiml on |
Facehook™

A tipster also kdentified Me
Khister as a former colleague at a
food establishment in State Cal-
lege.

The assault on the Capitol was |
among the worse days for law en- |
forcemyent injuries since the Sept. |
11, 2, terrorist mitacks. Two
other officers who Lried 1o stop the
stepe dbed by suicide, according o |
the local pofice. At least 138 offi- |
cErs were tnjured.




Al6 N

THE NEW YORK TIMES NATIONAL TUESDAY, MARCH 16, 2021

Biden Plays Up Relzef Actions: ‘Shots in Arms and Money in Pockets’

By JIM TANKERSLEY
and ALAN RAPPEPORT

WASHINGTON — Presiden
Biden sabd on Monday that his ad-
milistration was on pace o
achieve two key goals by March
25: 100 miflion shots of Covid-19
vaccines since his Inauguration
and 100 million direct payments
wnwder his economic relfef bill,

The announcement was the
first in what promises 10 be a se-
ries af end-zone donces thar Mr
Biden and adrministration officials
are set to stage this week as they
promote the §1.9 trillion package
that the president signed into Law
last wesek,

“shies i arms and money in
pockets, That simpartant,” Mr Bi-
den sxid in a brief address from
the White House. “The American
Rescue Plan is already doing whas
in was designod w do: make a dif-
ference in people’s  everyday
lives"

Orver the weekend, the Treasury
Department began issuing direct
eectronic payments of 51400 per
person, as authorized by the low,
o low- ancd midde-income Ameri-
cans. The United States has ad-
ministered 916 million vaceine
doses since Jan, 20, when Mr. Bi-
ten ook office, according o data
redesssed on Monday by the Cen.
ters for Disease Control and Pre-
vention. At the current pace of
vaccinations, the couniry will
pass 100 miltion doses before the
end of the week, well ahead of the
president's promise of March 25,

M. Biden had 5ot the goal of 100
milison doses before taking office,
and be has repeavedly heralded
the Country being on pace Lo meet
ir, thaugh many public health ex-
perts 2ay it is relatively easily at-
tainable.

The relief plan also includes
dozens of other provisions that
have yet to be carried out, such as
mew maonthly checks for parent
5350 billion tor stave amd locad gov-
ernments and additional relief for
the unemployed.

With so much money at stike
and Republicans eriticizing the
package as wasteful Me Biden
vowed o br illg “fastidious
oversight™ o the relief bill inorder
b0 ensure that it is distribued
quickly and equitably.

He introduced Gene Sperling, a
longgrisne Dermocratic policy aide
whoadvised Mr. Biden’s pressden-
tiaal camypign last year, &8 his pick
o overses spending from the re-
lief package. Mr. Sperling will be a
senlor adviser (o the presmeu
and a White House emplayee, op-
erating independently from an
overaight enmmission estallzhed
by Congress during the pandemic
that consiss of inspectors general
from various agencies.

“We hove to prove o the Amert-
«can people that their povernment
can deliver for mem, and do &

President Biden vowed on Monday to bring “fastidious oversight™ to the pr

Fthe &

n Rescue Plan b

- S -
T REYOLIR 1K THE N VIR TS
nsure that it is carvied out quickly and equitably.

without waste or fraud,” Mr. Biden
said,

His remarks came &S his peam
prepared to fan out across the
country fora week of sales pitches
for a bill that has proved very pop-
ular with veters but garnensd 2ero
Republican vores.

Mr. Biden will visit Delaware
Courty, Pa., on Tuesday and ap-
pear with Vice President Kamala
Harrisan Friday in Atlanta, which
helped deliver Democrats the
Senate I.“ﬁiﬂﬁk}' that made the re-
lied plisn possible.

A group of administration offi-
cials, inchiding the fiest lady, Ji

DDUB Embolf, wil Imakemen Wll
trips. M. Harris and her hushand
landed in Las Vegas for an event
on Monday afternoon, while Dr
Biden finished an event in New
Jersey.

The mad show is an effort o
avoid the messaging mistakes of
President Barack Ohama's admin-
istration, which Demuocrals be-

lieve fafled to continue vocally
buildinig suppart for his $780 bil-
lion stimaus act after it passed in
2008, The clsalienge for the Biden
administration will be to highFight
Tess obvious provisions, inchding
the largest federnl infusion in gen-
erations of aid to the poor, o sub-
stantial E')lpal!silrll of the clild wax
credit and mcreased subsidies for
health insurance.

Mr: Sperling's challenge will be
o meet Mr Biden's promises of
iransparency and

He afvised Mr. Bides's cam-
padgn informally in 2020, helping
to hone the campaigns “Build
Back Better™ policy agenda,
Friends have described Mr. Sper-
ling in recent months as eager to
Join the administration; e had
been mentioned 05 a possible ap-
pointes v lead the Office of Man-
agement and Budget after Me
denr's firss nominee for that posi-
thom, Meern Tanden, withdrew
amid Senare opposition.

Mr 5

with

for thase programs.

The: president and White House
afficials called Mz Speding well
qualified for the task. He was the
director of the National

B

the rescue plan will be different

than the one Me Biden faced in

009, becanse the relbef bill difters

smrkly from Mr Obama's signa-
Th

Council under Mr Obama and
President  Bill Clinton. In the
Obama adminkstration, where he
first served as a counselor in the
Treasury Department, Mr. Sper-
Ting helped to coordinate a bailous
of Detroir automakers and other
parts of the sdministration's re-
spaise 1o the 2008 financial crisis.

han twice as large as Mr.
It includes  mopey
meant to hasten the end of the
pandemic, including billions for
Vacoine deplo_\'men( and corona-
virus testing. The plans also have
similarithes, including more than
£400 bsillion each in toeal spending
for school districes and state and

local governments.

Owversight of the §1.8 trillion re-
Nl legislation & currently ex-
pocted to rely on the byzantine
oversight architecture that was
established in the sumuius pack-
ages Congress passed las Ve

The new effort will continue 1o
rely on the Government Account-
ability Office and the Pandemic
Response Accountability Commit-
e, 3 panel of Hepectors general
from across the tedeml govern-
ment.

Less clear is the fate of the Con-
gressional  Oversight  Commis.
zion, the fiveperson bipartisan
pan that was created to overses
#the §500 billon Treasury Deparn-
ment fund that supported the Fed.

wary said that it planned 10 contin-
e “analyzing loans, loan guaran-
tees and investments that were
made Pror Lo program ermina-
tion™ ard producing reports.

It s not clear if the existing
mechanisms will be sulficent far
overseeing the money in the new
relief package, wiich will pump
biltion= of dollars into states and
cities. Adelitional oversight meas.
wres are lkely o be needed,

A Treasury official said that the
m-panmem woukl set up a
process to monitor the use of
Fundls thist are heing sent (o stages
b ensure that they are used ac-
cording o the eligibility require-
ments in the law.

Like H\Rﬂ}' Americans in the

eral Reser v lending
programs and loans w airlines
and companses that are critical
mastiorsal securisy. The commission
currently has only three mem-
bers, asd the Fed programs con-
elieded a2 the end of las: year.
The commission’s repar in Jan-

M Sperling will have
b coordinate and navigate those
efforts virually, ar least at firs:
Jen Psakt, the White House press
secretary, swid on Meonday that
M. Sperling would work remotely
from his home in Califomia antil
he is vaccinated.

Democrats Learned Hard Lessons
From Obama’s Cautious Approach

From Page Al

hds adminsseration, several candi-
dates stressed the need for the
party 1 embeace 4 moge whe-no-
prisoners pokitical approach with
Republicans; others crideized Mr
Obama's policies on immigration:
Though he wsed an executive or-
der to aid the Dreamers, he also
pshed deportations and border
detentions.

It also highlights the rapid
change in Washington over a dec-
ade of partisan brawling. Both Mr.
Obama amd Mr Biden came into
office on promises of unity and bi-
partisanship in the face of an eco-
nomic crisis, but M. Biden is the
beneficiary of a changed End-
seape in the party, Democrats are
e more cognizant of Republi-
canobstruction, less deferential o
the deficit hawks and energized
by & growing progressive wing
that has palled the party’s ideolog-
ical midpaint 1o the left

& decade ago, Mr Obama's
strategy reflected the Democratic
Party's mainstneam, an insistence
ofl negotiating with Republicans,
keeping the Semate filibuster and
trimming his own ambitions for &
naton that he and sthers worrled
evald hanclle oaly a0 nueh change
after checting its first Black presi-
dent. Mow, the progressive criti-
cism of that posture has become
party canon.

Reprosentative  Alexandria
Oeasio-Cartez of New York, a
leading progressive voice, swid
the changes should be atribued
partly to the growth of the left, bu
partly o an inadequate Deio-
Cratic respanse o the Greas Re-
cesston, which she said “created

surmegy, and through a spokes-
man he declined a request Lo com-
ment for this article.

But for friends and allies Who
are elige 10 hin, the characieriza.
tions of Mr. Obama's 2008 efforts
seing.

Some describe it as an aempt,
inadifferent palitical era, to act 4
Monday-moming  quarterback,
and briste that flg\l:’&i who were
mvelved in the 200 negodiations
— like Senator Chuck Schumer or
M. Biden — have now publicly ex-
pressed regret over them. Others
describe it as che narural course of
podithes: past actions being used
s a baseline for improvement.

Valerie Jarret, Mr. Obmas for-
mer senior adviser, said the ad-
ministrazion was dcLing on the ev-
idence and the political possibili-
thes of the time.

“This was the warst economic
recession since the Great Depres-

David Axelrod, wheo served as
chief surategist 1o Mr. Obanes, said
he belseved the current eritcism
wis born of & desire to avoid a
midterm shellacking similar o
the one Democras suffered in
2040

“1t i irksome only in the sense
that it was an entirely different sit-
uation,” Mr. Axelrod said, “If the
Obama economic record were de-
ficient, I'm prety sure Joe Biden
woukdn't have run on "

In many ways, the maneuver-
ing is a stand-in for Barger ten-
sions within the party, Mr. Oha-
ma's clise-kndt circle is keenly de-
voted 1o protecting his policy lega-
of. A prowing left wing wants
mere investments in health cane
and combating climae change,
and a break from hard-Fine policy
on immigration. Mr. Biden's ad-
ministraton i seeking o chart its
own path,

In & recent address 1 House

Mr. Biden argued that

A re-examination of
a presidential legacy
and its shortcomings.

sion,” she said. “And therefore,
there wasn't a 1}0&!{ of evidence
abaut the size of the package and
the imgact it would have.” She also
muntioned a political incentive:
“It was imporant o show the
country early in President Oba-
ma's tie in ffice, he was willing
to work with Republicans™

Rabm Ernanued, the former Chi-
cago mayor who served as Mr
Obama's first chief of staf, said

somuch d Ly, for
people, but it also created a bot of
palitical damage for the party™ by
ot being larger in scope,

“1 eae of age watching Deme-
«cratic govemnance fail me and fail
my family” Ms Ocasio-Conez
sakl.

Mr. Obama is himseif a person
who carefully takes swock of his
presidential begacy and his place
in Democratic Party politics, He
bely responded 10 the
sm of his stimulus

woulkd do well to com-
pare themselves with their Re-
publican presidential counter-
parts, and not with other Demo-
crats

“It's really about Obama versus
Bush, and Biden versus Trump,
not the other way around” Mr
Ermanued said. “We balt long-last-
ing, robust econoesic growth. And
1 think comparing ome ta the other
s, is hiseorically ot accurate, And
also, more (mpoewanily, s stro-
tegically ot advaniageos.”

it s Me O bama's “lsumility " that
cost Democrats ot the time, be-
cause the president didnt spend
enough time explaining the bene-
[ of his stimulus package to the
American people,

“Barack was so modest, be did-
n't want to take, as he said, a *vie-
tory kap, " Mr Biden said. *1 kepa
saying, Tell people what we did,
He said, “We don't have time, 'm
not going o take a victory lap, and
‘we paid a price for it, iromically, for
that hurniliry”

The White House recently an-
noupced that Mr Biden, Vice
President  Kamala  Harris  and
some key adminisiration figures
winkd travel the country.

In the former president's re-
cently released memoir, he often
retrns o A familiar argument:
that the ambitions of his legisla-
tlon were hamstrung by an ob-
structioniss Republican Party and
mederate Democrats who were
unwilling 1o go it alone withous
any bipartisan support.

Options ke budget reconcilia-
tion, the parliamentary tactic M
Biden used to pass the cornavi-
rus refief plan by a simple major-
ity vote, were not even proposed
by miost . former

mesant that any begiskation would
need a filibuster-proaf 60 votes.

“Between Republican attacks
vl Demweratic complaints | was
reminded of the Yeats poem °5
onel Coming.”® Mr. Obama wiote:
In the book. “My supporiers
lacked all conviction, and my op-
pomnents were full of passionate in-
Tensiy”

Bur Mr Obama's own public
comments since his presidency
hint at a changing worldview, At
the funeral for Congressman John
Lewis, the civil rights icon who
died in 2020, Mr. Obama seemed
to enclorse ending the Senate fili-
busster as a way o expand voting
rights — a move he had long
avoided. He said during the Dem-
weratic primary that while he was
prowd of his presidential cam-
paigns, the landscape  had
changzed and required mare ex-
pansive policy proposals.

AU PREMSCR THL MW MK T

1 want candidates now to pro-
pose beyond what we were able io
e domve then, because the pofi
have changed” he said at a 2009
fund-raiser,

That task is now left to Mr. Bi-
«hen, who lacks the cult of person-
ality that surrounded his former
thass but is also less interested in
cultivatingone. In passing his.
piece of signature legislation with-
out & Republican vote, the presi-
deint has sulxly rejected the way
M= Jarreet framed umity — he will
pursue it not by endlessly wooing
Republicans but by pasng legis-
Nation that most Americans sup-

part

Seqastor Susan Collins of Maine,
o moderate  Republican  who
backed Mr Obama's stimualus
measure after it was pared back.
said Mr. Biden's approach was a
reversion on his campaign prom-
s to be @ unifying figure.

Crities say President Barack
Obamas strategy bo pass an
S800 billion rescue plan in
2009 was ton deferentinl.

Mr, Biden “showed thae he had
absolutely no interest in trying to
negotiate o hipartisan  agres-
ment” Ms Collins recently told
reparters,

Progressives  kke  Senmtar
Bernie Sanders of Vermont and
Ms. Ocasio-Cortez say the willing-
ness w forego Republican buy.in
i% proof the entire party now
agrees on the need for structural
reform, amd the handball tactics
that may be requ

~schumer spoke o the very real
pim of defaying decisive action,
witich is & sell-inflicted wound, 1
would say, for the party,” Ms. Oca-
sio-Cortez said, “Whene vou delay
and you water dows, and vou just
kind of hand Susan Collins a pen,
o have her diminish legislation
for months, just for er o not even
wate for it in the end”

Bat Mr Emarel advised Dem-
oerals Lo remember Uie lessans of
the presidential primary, After
one debate in Detroit, when candi-
dmes repeatediy remarked on the
faiures of Mr Obama's tenure and
how they watld do beter, volers
rushed to defend the nation's first
Black president, and the running
rate who stood with him,

“When the Democrats were
criticizing President Obama, it
was Biden that said, "What are
you guys deing? He's our presi-
dent,” Mr. Emanue] said, “So I'm
with Joe Biden on that analysis.”

Carrections

FRONT PAGE

A article on Satarday about
steps Presient Biden ok to ad-
dress the global vaccine shoriage

“onEnct thie Newsroom:

To comact the newsroom regarding
torrection 5, ploase email
COFTECHION (R e o,

To share feedback, ploese visil
nytimes.com/ readerfeedbock.
Edsiorials:

letpersifiptimes. com

Newspaper Delivery:

alddes o Mr Obama sald. That

call
[-B00-NYTIMES (1-800.658-4637).

misstated which couniries are re-
wceiving Russias vaccing, Sputnik
V. Though the Czech Republic is
seeking the vaccine from Mascow,
it heas ot e recelved j.

ARTS

An artiche on Saturday absout the
Desert N biermial misstated who
el passages [rom Cotherine
Venn's homesteading diary in a
jproject by the artiss Kim
Seringfellow, 1t was the musician
Claire Camphell, aoe Stringlellow,

A theator review on Thursday
absout “Duchess! Duchess! Duch-
wess!t™ misstated the year of Prince

Harry and Meghan Markle’s wed-
g, They were married in 2008,
ot 2018,

Amusic review on Feb. § about
the b set “The Boyé Mult-Na-
tional Crusade for Harmony™ de-
seribed incormectly the saxophon-
ist and composer Julius Hemp-
Iil's pode on a tour i support of
Bitrk's album “Debut® in 100304,
Hempitiill did not panticipate m
e vinar.

Errers are corrected during the press

i Whenever passible, 50 SO RIS
nated hera iy not have appearsd in

all editions.
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Democrats Set Sights on Passing Major Inmigration Bill in House This Week

By NICHOLAS FANDOS

and ZOLAN KANNO-YOUNGS

Democrats are preparing o
push  legislation through  the
House thisweek that would create
apath tocitwenship for méllions of
undecumenied immigrants, pos-
gy the first tests to President Bi-
clen's fmmigration agenda just as
an influx of mEgrants is creating a
new challenge st the border.

Facing internal divisions amd
mounting Republican peessure,
Democrass plan to fake a notably
narmw approach for now, Inssead
of bringing up Me Biden's immi-
gration overhial, which would ke
galize most af the 11 mdlion unau-
thorized immigrants in the United
Saates, the House will start with
B BRSNS COVEring RroUps re.
garded as the most sympathetic:
peaple brought ta the counery as
children, known as Dreamers;
atlyers granted Temporary Pro-
tected Status for humaniari

by the last three presidents to bro-
ker more & comprehensive over-
hal or deliver modest changes.
Niw, even Heeir optimism for that
approach is waning, and progres-
sives and moderates remain at
odds over Mr Hiden's sweeping
ULS. Citizenship Act.

“Speaker Pelost has discovered
that she doesn’t have support for
the comprehensive bill in the
House, and | think that indicates
where it is in the Senate as well;”
said Senator Richard J. Durbin of
Mlineis, the Mo, 2 Democrat and
chairman of the Judiciary Com-
mittee. *1 wish we colld move just
one piece al o time, but 1 don't
think that's in the cand="

Sensing a political opening. Re-
publicans have moved quickly in
recent days 1o reprise some of the
most pointed attacks of the Trump

presilency based on the diterio-
rating situation on the bardes,
where

reasons; and farm workess.

Bun with thousands more mi-
Erants, many ofthem Unsceompa-
mied children, showing up at the
border daily, even those mere
oSt 5t eps face an increasingly
uphill climb. Democrats concede
they donot have sufficient Repub-
Hean sUpport 1o pass them in the
Senate, and G.OP kaders, cager
0 turn Demacrs” difficulties on
the issue into a political Eability,
are o the nmuming pﬂ‘lﬂl?)l’l‘l

of
nied children and teenagersare in
LLS, custody,

On  Moaday, Representative
Kevin MeCarthy, the Republican
House leader, led a dozen cal-
leagues 1o the border mear El
Pasn, o witnesss firsthand what he
branded “Biden’s border crisis.”
Senator Tom Cotton of Arkansas
elucadated the sirategy during a
private lunch at the Capitod Hill
Club in Washington lass week, pri-
vately telling R\-Tml:im! SRS

T o toany
1113 rhe:mm punitive of chirmges,

“Why woukl you legalize any-
ody, sending another incentive to
e comving, until you stop the
Flow?™ said Senator Lindsey Gra-
ham, Republican of South Car-
alina and 6 leader of past biparti-
sam immigration effors. <1 just
cloy't seethe pﬁ]ilﬂ of it— lI"SjU!k
oo out of control”

Demoeratic leaders had hoped
that by passing two of the most
papular fixes to the larger immi-
graton system, they could break &
Togjam that has doomed atempts

that mmigra-
tion policy would cost them their
House and Senate majorities.

T irnmigration aides 1o Mr. Bi-
dhen argue that the bills the House
s taking up this week are a stan-
ing podrt for s broader plan, part
of a pragmatic “mubiple rains®
strvtegy to avald the pittalls that
have befallen prior adminsira-
tiogs,

Mr Biden's broader legislation
would alse seek io tighten border
security and address the ot
cangis of the migration surge, by
allocating funding for scanning

DL LATE BETEES

Minors were separated from other migrants by Border Patrol

agents after crossing the Rio Grande into Pe

tas, Texas.

trées that are the main sources of
the infloe. But those long-term so-
lutions are bumping up against
the urgent need to move thou-
sands of migramt children and
teenagers ot of border detention
facilities,
‘Thesurge in migration has been
fueded in part by natural disasters.
and the pandemic’s toll on the
economy in Central America, us
well as viskence and poverey in the
region. But it is also the resultof a
[RETCEON AR S0 migrns
theat Mr. Biden is working to un-
wind many of farmer President
Donald 1. Trump's most dracomian
immigration polickes and waking o
more hmane approach.
Alejandro M. Mayorkas, the
homsland security secretary, skl
this month that the administra-
Hon's message was not “don't
come” bui tather “don't come
new” Top afficials have said that
Mr. Biden would restore the asy-
lumm process s the border but that
it will take tme (o unravel the
Trumgp administration's policies.
Yet pressure is also building
among the most progressive
Democrins in Congress fof the ad-

Luke Broodwater contributed re-
porting.

at the n
border and providing aid o bod-
ster the economses of the coun-

1o move more deci-
sively, as they regand the sicuation
at the border with increasing

alarm and fear that it B weak-
ening the resolve of some of their
eolleagues to push for wholessale
changes.

Representative Alexandria
Ocagii-Cortez, Democrat of New
York, sail in a recent imerview
that she was worried that moder-
Ates in her party were trying to
water down a plan that was “al-
ready pretty st.mxlard and not
very controversial”

Ms. Ocasio-Corvez said it took
“so much work to get President

Bicen to a place that Emmigration

their home countries without pro-
widing them the chance to ask for
asylum, a policy both adminisira.
tioks have said @ necessary 1o
prevent the spread of e corona-
wiras In detention facitites.

The Biden acdminiseration has
not applied the pandemic rule 1o
unaccompand ed minors at the bor-
der, whom the United States gov-
ernment is required to care for un-
1 find suitable sponsors for
their release. But the sheliers
where such children are supposed
1o be housed — which are man-
aged by the Departenert of Health
amd Human Services — untdl re-
cently had restricied capacity be-
cause of the pandemic, Asa result,
mary of the young migrants have
remained instead in jails ma
aged by the Border Patral, admin.
stration afficials said.

The situation has fed anxiety
among immigrasion activists that
the political will for long-needed

oty i

Democrats expect only & hand-
ful of Republicans to vote for the
Dreamers hill, which also passed
i 2009, and slightly nere o ap-
prowe the farmworkers bill, which
is the product of biparisan negot-
atlons and would also revamp an
agricultural visa program for fu-
wire  megrants.  Together, they
would effect as many as 5 milion
people.

Mr. Biden's mvore comprehen-
sive plan has even less support.
Moderate Democrats have been
hesitant to take difficult votesana
bl they know will be pilloried by
Republicans and are pushing for a
change in approach m more
chosely resemble past efforts that
wroded legalizaton of undocu-
miented warkisrs for tighter secu-
riy at the border.

Representistive Heary Coellas,
a centrist Democrat from a border

e

pate just as Democrats are posi-
tioned to deliver them, with con-
trol of Congress and the White
Huuse.

Todd Schulte, the president of
fwi.US, a pro-immigrant rights
group, said Republicans' con-
tentaon that Mr Bidea had lost
comrol of the border was a “bad
faith ArguMens” meant o galva-
nize their supparters agamst im-

4 positive step”

*To s folkis i otkr CRIELS iFY to
undo some of tiat progress.” she
said, 1 Uik is really concerning.”

Progressives have also criti
cized Me Biden's team for con-
tinuing to expel migrant famities
and for their handiing of migrant
children arriving withhout parests.

Mr. Biden has begun grachaily
welcoming @ limited member of
asylum seekers into the United
States who wene forced to wait in
Mexico for  months under o
Trump-era palicy. But he has kept
in place o sweeping pandemic
emergency rule Mz Trump issusd
that empowered border agents to
rapidiy turn back migramts to

legislation.  Whather
border crossings are up or down,
“this argwer is always, "We need
Fewer immigrants, we can’t passi-
by talk aboat a pathway 1o cit-
zenship, " Me Schule said.

*This has been a losing palitical
ssue, but they're sill going 1o be
dolng it” Mr. Schulte odded. “It's
up to Democrats to decide. The
Repablican Party cannot stop the
Democrats  from  passing  the
DREAM Act”

The White House shares frus-
tration,

“We have a bot of critics, bt
many of them are pot putting for-
ward alot of solutions,” Ten Psaki,
the White House press secretary,
said on Monday.

g to open a
path to citizenship
for millions of people.

district in Texas, sasd he would
like to s “something a litthe more
miderate, especially  when it
comes to border security” Bur he
conteded finding & deal was like a
balloon: =You press on one side, it
expanids on the other and you lose
=0 propi.”

In the meantime, Repablicans
smell a potent political weapon.

“Ioe Biden and thogse amund
birm im the White: Howse recognize
this is a political catastrophe for
them,” Me Cotton said in an inter-
view, “They are caught between a
ek ancl o hard spat, On the ane
hand, you hove large numbers of
the American people who disap-
prove of what they see at the bor-
der. On the other hand, you have o
sirong voice in the Democratic
Pary that disparages borders in
general, that thinks we shoukd be
granting asylum to all these peo-
e

U.S. Struggling to Shelter
Surge of Migrant Children
Along Border With Mexico

This article is by Miriam Jardan,
Siman Romers ard Zolan Kanno-
Youngs,

Migrane children are being
Eorcid 10 léep on gym mate with
Foil sheeres and o far days without
showering as the Border Patrod

The soushwestern barder typi-
cally sees a surge in migration
during the spring months, ahead
of the Jethal summer heat. During
the current fiscal year thit started
Ot 1, Custems and Border Pro-
tection has rocorded more than

struggles o hardle of
voung Centril Americans who are
SUFging acriss the southwestern
border, some of 1hem as young as
ayear old.

Children are arriving in groups
and alone, some of them clutching
phone  numbers of relatives
scrawled on litke pieces of paper,
according 10 two court-appeinied
Lawyers who are monitoring con-
dEions ot Eacilities along the bar.
cer. Many of the children inter-
viewed by the Eawyers in recent
days said they had nx been al-
owed outdoors for days on end,
confined to an overcrowded tent.

It in urgeTt situstion.
children are caught up in a crisis,”
said Leecia Welch, a lawyer who
visited a holding facility for mi-
grant chiddren in Domna, Texas,
thart wass built b hoase 2560 people
bur which las week was holding
abaut 1,000,

Morechan 5400 miners — rg-
g from young children w 1een-
apers — arrived along the border
without parents in Febroary, a
nearly threefold increase over Last
wesr at the same tirme, presenting
the Biden administration with an
urgent humsnitarian challenge s
it apens the door Lo children and
gradunlly welcomes in families
fleeing viclence and poverty in
Central America.

Two Department of Homedand
Security officials confirmed an
Monday that the administration
planned to shelter thousands of
teenage boys at a convention cen-
ter in downtown Dallas. The adl-
ministration i opening another
wemporary facility in Midiand,
Texas, at @ former camp for of
Meld workers. The Department of
Health and Human Services is
also considering a proposa to
howsse migronts at 4 NASA site,
Moffett Federal Airfield, in Moun-
rain View, Calif.

The backiog in migrant shel-
ters, which until recently were
sirained by comnavirus occupan-
cy limits, has cansed a logam in
Border Patrol processing facilities
and resulted in the detentbon of
many children for several days
longer than the mazimum 72
hours allewed under federal law,

Tray Miller, the acting commis-
sioner of Customs and Border
Protection, said last week that
those housed at the border sta-
ions have full access 1o meals and
medical care, and are provided
showers every 48 hours,

Erin Coulehan contributed report-
ing,

305 imgs, includ-
ing at official ports of entry, com-
ared with about 201600 during
the sume period last fiscal year.

Amajority of thase crossings in-
volved single adults, who under
current rubes are often quickly ex-
pelied back 10 Mexico of their
Thome countries. But President Bi-
den has declined 1o expel unac-
companied children back o un-
certain fates in Mexican border
cities, and the mumber of those
cases has neached more than
28700 this fiscal year — aboue 400
aday sofarin March — compared
with 17,100 during the same perisd
last fiscal year,

There is widespresd concern
that thetr numbers in coming
muonths could break the record set
i May 2018, when 11000 under-
Age Mgrants wene encountesed
by the Border Patrol

Operators of privite shelters
alonyg the border said the numbers
were expected to increase sub-
stantially berween pow and June,
and said there appeared o be
povernment plan in place w han-
die any additonal increase.

The tent facility erected jus a
month ago in Donma, Texas, in the
Rio Grande Valley, is crammed
with more than 1,000 children and
1eENARers, SOME 45 Young 4s 1, ac-
cording to the lawyers who re-
oently visited.

Their interviews with about 20
childdren, arranged under a court
seftlement gUArAnieeng protec-
tions for migrant children, provide
the oaly window so far into condi-
tinns during the current surge at
barder facilities, which normally
are ot open for public access.

The Border Patrol is aperating
the Donna facility, holding 40 chil-
chrert to & pon i White tents parti-
tioned with clear, plastic slhwets,
wntil a government shefter can re-
ceive them.

The vwo bawyers, Ms, Welch and
Meha Desai, visited on Thursday:
under a 1997 settbement decree,
known as Flores, they are permit-
ted 1o inspect facifiies halding
children o monitor the gowern-
ments compliance with the agree-
ment, which guarantees protec-
tinas for migrant chidren held in
EOvernment custocy.

Some of the children told the
visiting lawyers that there were
mat envugh mats available for
sleeping, forcing some of them 1o
sleep directly on the ground or on
a metal bench. Many said they
had been confined w0 their
erowded room For the durstion of
their stay.

A makeshift Customs and Border Protection processing center under the Anzalduas |
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e iatominl Bidedge b Girainjesie, Testa.

Ms. Welch said the lawyers
were ol allowed by e Justice
Departmens i go insile Ihrhrih'-

i arrivals, the Biden administra-
tion is directing the Federal Emer-

other sponsors — and creating the
mmmk in border faciities like

gency ARenicy 10 as-

ty, but insead
terview aboat 20 children hrmr;jn
10 & portable wrlt

She said that they meceived a
list, severn] pages long. of more
than 1,000 children who were be-
Ing housed at the fackity, and that
a “saggering” number of them
were children under the age of 10.

“me child told me that she had-
e showered in six days, others
said 1wo and others three” Ms.
Wielch said, “0bwviously, thebarder
authorities are overwhelmed with
the numbers.”

She said that most of the chil-
dren imerviewed, who ranged in
age from & to 13 years, said they
had been in the went for five 1 sev-
en days, in violation of acceptable
practice designed 0 safeguard
theelr well-being,

The American Civil Liborties
Union o Monsday sent a lester to
Alejandro Mayorkas, the home-
land security secretary, calling on
e Eiden ion 1o lEmit

sistinp
ters for the children. The agency,
which normally provides financial
assistance during naturl disas.
ters, will help find shelier space
anel provide ood, water and ba-
sic medical care” (o thowsands of
young migrants. The Biden ad-
ministration laa also deployed
Health and Humian Services offi-
cials to barder facilities, where the
children are held before being
maved 1o shelters, 1 help quickly
Idenify their sponsoes.

The administradon also has
asked officials in the Department

Forced to sleep on
mats and going days
without showering.

detention of migrunts st the bor-
der, hold its staff members ac-
countable and establish o humane
asylum sysem.

“Border Patrol has a long his-
tory of holding people in inbu-
mane conditions” Shaw Drake,
stalf anorney for the ACLLUL of
Texas, sadl “These faclites
alould keep migrants for as litle
time as possible, especially chil-
dren”

“The Biden asdministration
needs to work quickly ro find al-
ternatves”

Int resspanse to the recent sirge

o d Security to volun-
teer “to help care for and assist
unaccompanied  minors®  who
have beenheld in border facilities.

But the infrastructare along the
border, arpedy designed for single
men, has ot adjisted to the dem-
ographic shift 1 children and fam-
ilies, wha began to arvive in large
mumbers in 2013, Finding suitable
bouging has been a challenge far
several adminisirations.

Most of the children are being
placed under Covid-19 quarantine
for 10 days in shelrers around the
country, which is delaying their
relensé to family members ar

n Do,

The povernment last month
opened an emergen:
Carrizo Springs, Te
T00-bic] Gapacity.

Jeff Hild, deputy assistant sece
retary for legislation at the Dé
partment of Health and Human
Services, said the agency ex-
pected w decide soon abour the
Teasibility of the NASA site in Cali-
forni

He said that anotber such site in
Homestead, Fia., which has previ-
otesly housed more than 1700 mi-
grant youth, s in “warm status”
Immigrant advocates. have e
ported COmSIruction MI!VH}' there
In recent weeks.

Gov. Greg Abbont of Texas
Dlamed e border erisis on the Bi-

eral border sites — including the
changing of the seasons, hurri-
cant= in Central Americs and the
gradual phasing out of 3 require-
ment that many asylam seekers
watdt in Mexico while their applica-
tions are being considered.

“We don't soe this as a crisis”
=nid Ms. Limiin Garza, whose or-
ganization has been briefed by ad-
minisiration officials on the meat-
‘ment of prigran families at border
fecifities. “Spring s the narural
time for migration beswesn the
cold of the winter and the heat of
the summer. We dlse know that
the Trump adminisiration really
diel qpuite @ bie of damage within
the bureaicracy, S0 putting hat
all together, thar's the context
we're in”

Sirnilarly, Linda Rivas, the ex-
eculive director &l Lis Americas

i Advocacy Center in EI

den s fmmigration
policies,
“The Biden administration’s
reckless open-border policies  had seen in seven

have created a humanitarian cri-
sis for unsccompanied minors
coming a s the border” he said
in o satement. “With po plan in
place, the adminisirarion has cre-

Pasn, siid Ehe uptick this year re
sembled the migratien flows she
years as a prac.
ticing Immigration lawyes, with
muore people heading north as the
spring appraches.

But Mz Rivas also expressed
cancern over the challerlg{'s the
Biden faced aa it

breaking
inns for children who are
being held in Texis

Deespite the cUFrEnt space con-
straints, immigration growps. that
e long worked aling the bar
der cautioned ngainst describing
the situntion with a sense of
alarm,

Marisa Limén Gurza, deputy di-
rector of the Hope Border Insd-
e in El Paso, said various fac-
s were contributing to the ris-
ing numbers of migrants at seve

tried 1o work with an immigeatson
system that the previous adminis-
tration overhaubed with the aim of
muking it exceptionally difficult 1o
apply for asylum in the Und
Sambes,

“We wouald Jove to see the pro-
cessing of minor children happen
alotquicker” Ms. Rivas said. Bur,
she added, “Right now we don't
have an operational asylum sys-
e becanse there's still aloe of re-
baiilding to do”
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88 New York Landlords
Accused of Housing Bias
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By MATTHEW HAAG

The eallir wies a woman looking
o move with her boytriend inte a
studdio apartment on the Upper
East Side of Manhattan, adver-
tised for $1,751 8 moath, The man
whaanswered, the real estate bro-
ler on the listing, said be woukd be
happy to show them the place.

The woman, however, had ane
fast question: Would the landiord
accepl  her federal  housing
woucher for tenants of les
maans, known as Section 87

“If she acoept what? O, no, she
would not,” Harris Philip, an inde-
pendent broker, told the woman,
who was actually an undercover
investigator  for a  watchdog
group. “She just doesn't, She
wants well-qualified people”

That exchange, secretdy re
carded by the group, Housing
Rights Initiative, in  February
2020 and shared with The Times,
ks part of o sweeping lewsuit filed
on Monday in federal court in
Manhatian that accuses 88 bro-
kerage firms and landlords in
New York City of discriminating
against people with housing
viRichers,

The suit recounts dozens of con-
versations recorded by investiga-
tors, wha posed as prospective
tenants, that detsil the extraordi-
nary challenges faced by renters
using Section B, essentially a
guaranteed rent check from the
federal government that has been
a pallar of rental support for many
Amserican families.

Enacted in 1978, Section 8 is a
522 hillion annual program man-
aged by tve federal Departiment of
Huaising and Urban Development
but administered by local housing
authoritics. New York City re-
ceives the largest share in the
COWTY.

In New York, those renters are
primarily Black and Latino. More
than 125000 in the

A spokeswoman for the Coreo-
ran Group said that the company
was commined to “upholding the
principles of the Fair Housing
Act” referring to the 1968 federal
Taw, % well &8 *offering compre-
hensive education and training
programs for our emplayees. and
affilated sales agents.”

“We take these allegations sen-
ously” the spokeswoman said.

Aspokesman for the Century 21
oarporate office declined o dis.
cuss the case bt said that the
company does not olerate any
discrimination. Compass did not
respond 10 request for comment,

Mr. Philip, the broker for the
Upper East Side apartment, said
in an inerview that he did not re-
call cCOnversaion last year
but knew it was (legal in New
York to discriminse against
someone because of their source
af income.

“1 would never say anything
straightiorward like this because |
do consider Section B qualified,”
Mr. Philip saiel, adding that he
beem a broker for 40 years b
never rented to someone with a
voucher. “Maybe she rubbed me
the wrong way"

For years, undercover opers-
tinns have been frequently used to
expose patential discrimination in
both the rental and homeowner
markets, The method is alse used
by governmens investigagors, in-
cluding those wha 1arget Section §
discrimination.

The lawsust raises questions
not only about widespread bias
against voucher recipienis but
alin about the blatant Aouting by
agents and property owners of
both New York City and New York
Saate laws: that prohibit discrimi-
malinn AgAinst people because of
their source of income.

Because umesed vouchers ex-
pire in 120 days without an exten-
sioe, each

city ke Section 8 housing vouch-
5.

The companies named in the
suit inchede small landlords and
brokers, as well as large, national
companies, like Compass, the Cor-
coran Group and a Century 21
franchise office in Manhattan,

For kandlords and brokes AT
ticipating in the Section & pro-
Bram can involve bureaueratic
challenges, including having an
Enspector review and sign off on
the health and safecy of a unit be-
fore it is rented. Bui those addi-
tiomal Seps cannot be used a8
grounds to deny a Section 8 ten-
ant.

sethack in trying to find an spart-
ment, which is already difficult in
Nt"w York's expensive rental mar-

“Uur ol here is simple: [t to

Naricy Pucilla spent hundreds on

&
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that would accept her housing voucher.

monetary damages and for the
discriminatory  practices 1w be
stopped.

The Community Housing Im-
provement Program. an organiza-
tion that represents landlords in
New Yook, called the Section 8
progeam a “burcascratic night-
mare” that needs 0 be over-
hauled. The group was not named
in the suit

“Tenants, housing providers
and elected officials all see the
rail.iugs of the currem voucher
system” Jay Martin, the group's
executive directos, said on Man-
day. “There must be no olerance
for income discrimination,”

Dusring its yearlong imvestiga-
tiom, the Housing Rights Iniative
identified apariments across the
ciey that would have been afford-
able to a reneer with a ]ulll\il\”
voucher. The group bailt a profile

o s
don their discriminatory housing
practsces and follvw the damn
law,” sadd Aaron Carr, the founder
and executive directar of the
Housing Rights Initiative, which
saned in 2016, “They are the
gatekeepers of housing and get to
decide where families live, where
they work and where ehildren go
to-5choal. Housing discrimination
goes beyond the walls of housin

The lawsuit seeks ifiesd

of & prospect . often that
of & working-class woman with
good credit, and recorded 477 tele-
phone conversations. about units
found on  the listing  site
StrestEnsy.

Many calls lasted several min-
utes, a5 the braker or landiord de-
seribed the unit and asked abou
the tenam’s background. In 48
percent of those conversations,
however, the broker or la

the undercover investigator men-
tioned the voucher — with some
even hanging up, scconding to the
suit.

The group heard a range of rea-
sons BOF 3 rejection. Sume were
subtie — *1 don't think this apart-
ment woulkd work for your nesds”
a Coreoran broker said about &
Manhattan apartment —  while
many were explict, stating out-
right that the vouchers would nat
be secepted,

Tamaine Hamilton grew up in
the foster care system, moved into
transitional housing three years
ago and hvas spent that time irying
to find an apartment that will ac-
cept s Section 8 voucher. He said
he has itted mare than 75

come discrimination unit is down
w0 three people after two employ-
ees left last year, though the com-
ission’s larger ssalf of atorneys
hedps out on cases, They cannot be
replaced until the ciry hifts a hiring
freeze that has been continved
during the outhrenk, a commis-
shon spokeswoman saxl

The cases that are filed are a
fraction of the discrimination
that's actually experienced” sid
Eatherine Carrodl, an assistant
commissioner in its Law Enforce-
ment Bureau,

The New York Attorney Gener-
al's alfsce also investigates allega-
tions of moome discrimination
and has a form for cenants o sub.
mn wnq)lamts. A spokeswoman

apartment applications and has
yet to be accepred.

“I'l never give up because |
dom't hiwve the hiury to give up,”
Mr. Hamilton, 26, said.

Some of the allegations in the
lawsuit mirror findings by the
New York City Comission on
Human Rights, the agency that in-
vestigates claims of income dis-
crimimation and that since 2014
his obtained mare than §1.2 mil-
liom im penaltees and damages
from kandlords.

The pandemic his hampered
the work s in-

=001 a5

resalved
wuh the office sending o cease-
and-desis better 10 end the dis-
CTimINAOry practices.

The sult accuses brokers and
ndiords of violating the city's
and state's income discrimination
laws, among the most progective
in the country for tenants with
housang vouchers,

“Between  legal  services
providers, civil rights law firms
A oversight agencies, there are-
n't enough people to deal with this
widespread issue” sawd Robert
Desir, an attorney at the Legal Aid
Society, which was invalved in the

lawsuit, “Our bope is that through
these lnwsuits and publicizing the
situation, we can bring people to
task, especially owners who have
access to @ large number of apart-
ments.”

The New York City Housing Au-
thority, the country's lirgest Sec-
tion B provider, has a wait list of
36,065 applicants, the agency
said. Peole trying to leave shel-
ters and survivors of domestic vi-

Section B housing recipients
typically pay 30 percent of their
monthly income toward rent, with
the voucher covering the balance
ol the rent and utilities.

For Mancy Padilla, who spent
20 years Iiving in shelters afier
leaving an abusive relationship,
the excuses and repections cited in
the lawsuit sounded (amiliar

After bouncing among shelters,
Ms. Padilla finally found an apart-
ment in Queens in 2018 that would
aceept her Section 8§ voucher, But
ahe sail she spent hundreds of
dollars on nonrefundable apart-
ment application fees, just 1o be
dented when she mentioned the
voucher.

“The roller-coaster ride they
pat me in,
down,” Ms. Pradila, 58, said.
are playing with someans's life”

As Cuomo Confronts Crisis, His Lieutenant Balances Loyalty and Political Future

By KATIE GLUECK

BUFFALOD — On the day that
embattled Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo
bost the support of the New York
State Senate leader, marking the
start of the most periloes week of
fis career yet, the woman wheo
could succead him in office was
celebraring Natlonal Cereal Day.

“Nothing like waking up to the
smell of Cheerios in the air,” LL
Gox, Kathy Hochul wrote on Twit-
ter last Sunday, in a parochial nod
tothe Buftalo-based General Mills
plant, “Hope everyone enjoys a
bowl of NY-made cereal this
moETng.”

With Albany engulfed in contro-
wersy, Ms. Hochul as sought 1o
exude an attitade of normalcy
through her carefully controfled
public appearances and stace-
ments. In recent days, she has
tended to local Chambers of Com-
merce, addressed events. focused
on women and deployed a stream
of ofien-chipper, emoji-laden
tweets. On  Friday, she live
streamid her Covid-19 vaccina-

Yot &s Mr. Coomo confronts the
greatest political crisis of his dec-
aibe in power, it ks chear that his li-
He-KROWn  lewenant  Boverno
hats entered @ new, challenging
and increasingly  high-profile
phase of her own,

Ms. Hochul, a vereran politician
who would be New York's first
WOTAR BOVErnOr il ME Cuomo re-
signs of is removed from office,
has carned coverage in Vogue and
has seen an explasion of online
search interest in her name.

The chairman af the Republican
Party of New York inveighed
agains: Ms. Hochul @t an event
last week in her bometown, Buf-
Eakis, seeking to e her 1o the gov-
emor's challenges. Peophe around
bher describe bursts of new out-
reach from clergy members, lob-
bryists and county rs.

Al some lawmakers across
the state are openly discussing
their desire o deal with her in-
stead of with Mr. Coomo,

The developments have intro
duced a daunting new balancing
act for Ms. Hochul: She is at once
mavigating her longtime activism
off behall of warmen, & she deals
with complicated politics within
her party and options for her fu-
ture, all Under iense BEW scru-
tiny,

Prbaps aware of this, her team
— which had entertained the pos-
sibality of allowing a reporter 10
speak 1w Ms. Hochul for much of
Last week — denied an interview
after state lawmakers on Thurs.

Lt Gow. Kathy Hochul after a debate against her primary challenger, Jumaane Williams, in 2018
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day opened an impeachment in-
quiry into Mr. Clsoemo.

Ms. Hochul has indicated mm
she supparts an i

Much of Mew Yorks congres-
sional delegation has called for his
resignation. And if impeachment
the paint of &

\‘E‘S{lﬁllul’lu\lD&"&g&llUlﬁM%K
ual  harassment  against  Mrn
Cuomo, who is now (acing a
chorus of calis o l’ﬁiw from kw-
makers in Albany and Washing-
ton. But she has otherwise said
very litthe about the governer re-
oently.

“She’s in a difficult position”
said former Representative John
J. LaFalce, a onctime boss of Ms.
Hochul's, describing her as hav-
ing been both an “extremely boy-
al” Beuenant o Mr Cuomo, and
typically “one of the most ospo-
ken persons againgt any type of
sexual harisment.”

The governor has strenuousky
insisted that he pever “touched
anyone inappropriately” though
he hns apologlzed for other as-
pects of his conduct. He has alse
made clear that he has o inten-
tion of resigning, and may well
seck a fourth term, all real possi-
bilities &t an fuid

pr
trial, Ms. Hochul would serve as
ACHHE BOVEIOL

1t s against this uncomforiable
baackitrop that Ms. Hochul, 62, s
being redntroduced 1o Mew York-
ers, and o the nation,

While she has been part of the
‘Cupmo administration as it maved
to the left in recent years and has
certainly embraced thae shift, Ms.
Hochul has generally been per-
ceived as i relative modere, and
earlier in her career, even as a
more conservative Demoecrat on
SOME matters.

Indeed, as the Erie County
clerk, she was a vocal opponent of
efforts w offer driver's lienses to
undocumented Immigrans. As a
memiber of Congress, she received
a0 A" Fating from the Natioaal Ri-
e Associagion, though over the
years she has said that her views
on bath marters have changed,
and, ber allies note, she has long
Teen i

amd unpredictable moment in
Mew York politics.

Still, Mr. Cuome's turd has never
heen more rocky.

He: Faces an independent inves.
tigation into accusations of sexual
harassment, and separately, a fed-
eral inquiry into his administra-
tion's handling of nursing home
deaths during ihe pandemic,

her tog Deari-
OCratic priorities, including abor-
tion rights,

“1 would call Kathy a Joe Biden
Democrat” said Len Leniban, for-
merly the longtime chairman of
the Exie Coumty Democrati: Com-
mittee. “She's very good with the
base of the party but has abilsty to
appeal w people beyoad the solsd
Tease™

There are sull signs that Mr
Cunmo has maintined SUpport in
the stite: A Siena College poll re-
leased on Monday suggested that
mare Mew Yorkers than noe be-
liewe that he ias commited sex-
al harassment, but bidf of those
surveyed =ay thas he should not
immediately resipn.

DOusside of a prominent local
by, where a Democratic coumeil-
man was hosting a fish fry fund-

New scrutiny on
Kathy Hochul as she

navigates rocky turf,

raiser, Lori Marranca, 51, said she
liked Ms. Hochul maore than Mr.
Cuome — “1 think she seens more
fair= But, she said, 1 don't know if
he needs o be impesched”

Troy Brahaspa:, 38, added, *1
dom't think i’ fadr to rush any de-
cisson. He's been the only lev-
elheaded thing that belped us get
through o where we are today,
throwgh the pandemic”

As for Ms. Hochul, he said,
while her office has been helpful,
“I clon't really have opinions.”

Polls show that M=, Hochul is
not wellknown to voters around
New York despite 1wice winning

statewide office after a steady nise
kn politics, beginning s & Capitol
Hill aide to M. LaFaloe and Sena-
#or Dansel Pasrick Moynihan.

I 2011, she made natkonal head-
Eines for winning a special elect
for a congressional seat that fa-
vored Republicans, after the Re-
publican incumbent, Christopher
Lee, resigned after a shirtless pic-
ture of himself that he sent 1o a
woman  surfaced  omline.  Ms,
Hochul ran as an energetic cam-
paigner who skillfully turned the
race into & referendum on Repub-
hican plans for Medicare.

But after a redistricting process
ehit masde hers the most Republi-
can diStrict if e st — and -
ter, according o The Buffalo
News, Me. Cuomo did not acl on
her entreaty tointervene in the re-
appartionment process — she was
ot at the end of 2002

Two years later, Mr
named her o his tickes.

She was seen as adding a meas-
ure of diversity to the team, be-
cause of bath her gender and her
BEORTAIC tiES 10 Western and up-
state New York, Richard Bavirch,
a former eutenant governor, said
thist he gave Ms. Hochul some ad-
ier,

“I wold her that Andrew had a
bigs ez and that the best thing sl
M do would be o avoid amy-
thing he would consider 1o be
threatening,” Mr. Raviech said.

She embraced the Cuome ad-
ministrathon’s record, so much so
thit i one re-election debaie in
2018, she declined 0 specify an
area of disagreement with Mr
Cuoma, or an area where she had
changed his mind.

Yet the two have rarely ap-
peared together. And, generally
beft out of Mr. Cuomo's day-to-day
decigion-making, Ms. Hochul has
spent much of her time away from
Albany, making a habit of visiting
the state's 62 counties each year
and reveling in retall politicking.
She lkas also been engaged around
a mumber of policy priorities, in-
cluding promoting gender equal-
iy and economic development
and combating the opioid epi-
demic,

Manry who know Ma. Hochul de-
scribe her &8 accessible, sharp
and ensy to deal with, and while
the term “likable” is often a
fraught one when used to assess
fensale politicians, Mr. LaFalkce
coubitn’t help it: “I've pever met
anyhody as likable as Kathy! he
said. Taken together, her person-
ality cuts a sharp conirass with
Mr. Cuomo's infamously domi-
neering approach.

At ane paint, Mr. Cuomi pisb-

Cuom

licky suggestes that she would be
a strong candidate for a deeply
Repubilican Buffalo-area congres-
sional seat in 2018, which was per-
ceived by marny a5 a barely vesled
effort to comx her off the tickes. At
the time, there were initial inter-
nal discussions about whether he
needed & MoTe Progressive Funk-
nang e Oor @ person of color,
with ties to downstate, people fa-
miliar with the comversations
sald.

Aspokesman for Mr. Cuome de-
clined 1o comment.

Ms, Hochul decided i stay pat,
and won more cosnties in the 2008
Democratic primary than  Mr.
Cuoma did — though he won his
primary comest by around 30 per-
centage points. The leutenant
e [
Williagms, now the New York City
public advocate, by just under
Seven percentage poinls in her
primmary contes

If Ms. Hochul becomes gover-
nor, peaple close to her say, she
will seek election for a full term
next year, But short of that, any
number of scenarios are possible,
with or without Mr. Cuoma,

I dart know anybody wha's
ever becomie liewtenant governor
anywhere that didn't someday
want 0 be governor” said Mr
Lenihan, who has known Ms.
Hoehad for years. But, he went on,
“~She is not an ambitious person t
the point where she's going 1o step
an the turf of the incumben: gov-
ernar to benefit herseli. She's no
miade that w

n open sear would undoubt-
edly draw a large poal of contend-
ers, and it is clear that any future.
bid by Ms. Hochul would be met
Ty skepicism from many progres:
sives, some of whom bebeve she
should be more vocal about Mr.
Cuoma now,

1 haven't leand her say mich,”
M. Williams said. “1.do hope shell
sy a litthe bit more soon.”

Asked if he expected that Ms.
Hochul would face a challeng
Trours the lefi if she is a candsdate
for leutenant governar or gover-
nor, Mr Wiliams, who has
weighed another run for highes of-
fice himseld, replied, “Yes™ |

But Mr. Ravitch, the former
lieutenant governor, said there
wis listhe: Ms. Hochul could accom-
plish by speaking out further
agains Mr Cunme righs mow, ad-
vising that she stay the course of
saying ke and watching how the
developments unfold.

Asked how she should navigate
this moment, he replied, *She
dossnt”




Senate Vote Confirms
First Native American
As Cabinet Secretary

By CORAL DAVENPORT

WASHINGTON — Representa-
tive Deb Haaland of New Mexico
made i on Monday when
the Senate confirmed her a3 Pres-
dent Biden's secretary of the Ince-
rior, making her the first Native
American to lead a  cabinet

agency.

Ms. Haaland in 2018 became
e of the first two Native Amesi-
can women elected o the House,
But her pew position is particu-
larly redolent of history because
Ehe departiment she w beads has
spent much of its history abusing
or neglecting Americas Indige-
Bous people.

Beyond the Interior Depart-
ment's responsibility for the well-
being of the nation's L9 million
Marive people, it oversees about
5000 million acres of public land,
federal waters off the United
Staes coastline, a huge system of
dams and reservoirs across the
Western United States and the
protection of thousands of endan-
gered species.

“A woice like mine has pever
been a Cabinet secretary o at the
head of the Depariment of Interi-
or” she wroie on Twitter before
Ehe vote. *Growing ug in my moth-
er's Puetdo household made me
fierce. I°ll be fierce for all of us, our
planet, and all of our protected
Fand”

Republican opposition 1o her
confirmation centered  on Ms.
Haaland’s histwory of fighting
againgt oil and gas exploration,
e the defiberations arouns her
nomination  hightighted — her
emerging role in the public de-
hates on climate change, energy
policy ond racal equity. She was
confirmed on a 3140 voie,

Senator Mitch McConnell of
Keneucky, the Republican leader,
said supporting her confirmaton
“would e voting 10 raise gas
prices for families who are al-
ready struggling, to ragse fuel and
hieating balls for seniors an a figed
Income, 1o take the ough times
we've been going through and
ke thesm even woughes.”

The new interior secretary will
be ch with essentially re-
VErsing the agency’s mission over
the last four years. The Interios
Department, led by David Bern-
hardt, & former oll labbyis:, played
acenral roe in the Trump admin-
Estration's systematic mollback of
envimnmental  regulations  and
the opening up of the nations
kanda and waters e drilling and
iming,

Ms Haatand is expected to
quickly halt new drilling, reinstate
wildlife conservation rules, rap-
ity expand wind and salar power
on public lands and waters, and
place the Interior Department at
the center of M. Biden's climate
agenda,

At the same time, Ms. Haaland
will quite likely assume a central
role in realizing Mr. Biden's prom-
e to make rackal equity a thems
in his administration. Ms. Haa-
tand, a member of the Laguna
Puebiln who identifies herself as a
th-generation New  Mexican,
will assume control of the Burean
of Indian Affairs and the Bureaw of
Indian Education, where she can
address the needs of & population
that has suffered from abuse and
diskocation at the hands of the
United States government for
generations, and that has been
disproportionately devastated by
EhE COPORAVIFLS.

“You've heard the Earth re-
ferred o as Mother Earth” Ms,
Haaland said ot her Senaze condir-
mation bearing. “Its difficult 1o
not feel obligated to protect this
tand, And [ feel every Indigenous
person in the country under-
stands that”

Lynn Scarlett, who served as
deputy interior secretary under
George W, Bush and is now a sen-
bor official at the Mature Conser-
wancy, warned, “It's an enormous
Job, an enarmousty complex job.”

“The Interior Department lasa
Enotpring in all 50 states,” she said.
“I1s policies touch each and every
American”

As the agency takes on a newly
muscular role in addressing cli-
maate change, she added, the de-
partment “will have 1o deal with
new  strategies for  managing
meire intense o pubdic
Land and chironic droughs in the
West, It's hard o overstise the
challenges with water”

Among the first and mose con-
bentious items on Ms. Haalamd's
to-dlo Eist will be enacting Mr. Bi-
den's cum pitkgn pledge to ban new
permits for odl and gas projecis on
pubilic lands,

Already, the White House has

a shori-term halt on kssu-
g new oil and gas leases on pub-
fie landls, whach has drawn fierce
attacks from Republicans and the
oil and gas industry.

Ms. Haaland's abliry to imple-
ment that ban successfully could
have major consequences bath for
the climate and for the Biden ad-
ministration. According 10 one
study by [nterior Department sci-
entists, the emissons ssociated
with fossil fuel drilling on public
tands account for about a quarter
of the nation's greenhouse gases,
But the policy will mast likely be
enacted at i tme when gasoline

m are ted 10 soar —
spurring almuost-certain political
lawhack Republi

from publicans
ahimd of the 20E2 midterm elec-
s,

For the drilling ban 0 survive
legal challenges, experts say, Ms.
Hualand will have to move with
care,

“They may atvemgt & teal ban,
but that would be more vulnerable
0 a court challenge” said Mar-
oclka Burke, an energy palicy kaw-
yer and former Interior Depart-
ment official. “0r there’s the
“death by a thousand cuts” ap-
proach.”

That approach would make ol
drilling less feasibde by creating
such stringent regulations and
cleanup rules that exploration
woukd not be warth the cost,

“Each step will be challenged in
the courts, but it like diversi-
Iying your portfolio” Ms. Burke
said. “It kowers the risk that one
single ban will be thrown out in
oouris.”

Complicating Ms. Haaland's ef-
fons o formulate new land man-
agement policies will be a logisti-
«cal hurdbe: the planned refocation
of the Bureau of Land Manage
Tent, An agency within the Interi-
or Department thas oversees oil
and gas drilling policies. The bu-
el s expected to mave hack to
‘Washingon from Grand Junction,
Cobo., whee it was moved by the
‘Trump administragon.

“¥ou need o move that back to
D.C. and build it back” said Josl
Clement, o former Interior De-
pariment  expert in  climate
change policy who resigned from
the agency in protest of the Trumg
administration  policies.  “The

PR PR Y CRARME SNIHCS

Representative Deb Haaland

A 35th-generation
New Mexican leads
the Interior Dept.

saalf, the budget — all these peo-
e whe were supposes] to wark
with Congress on these policies
were pushed out West, or they
Jeft” he said, “They are hugely de-
mioralized.”

Ms, Haaland is abso expected to
revisit the Trump admingsira-
tion's rodlback of habitat progec-
tions under the End,
Species Act Under the Trump
Tules, it hecame easier to remove
a species from the endangered
list, and for the first time, regula-
tors were aliowed to conduct eco-
nomic assessments — for i
stance, CSUMMING lost revenue
Irom a prohibition on logging in a
critical habitat — when deciding
whether a species warranis pro-
tection

Sueh rules led 1o an exodus of
=aff, particularly from the Fish
and Wikdlife Service. Mr. Clement
=aid,

“Theresa rebuilding that needs
0 happen there,” he said,

The Interior Department alse
must submit a detadled new
by June 2022 that Lays out how the
federal government will mamig:

off
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Biden Stays on the Sidelines of the Cuomo Saga

By MAGGIE HABERMAN
amd SHANE GOLDMACHER

So far, President Biden has
made oaly a g comment on
the crises that have engulfed Gov.
Andrew M. Cuomo, and he seems
0 be hoping o avoid gewing
pukled i any further.

Bui as a longtime friend of the
New York povernor, Mr. Biden is
ane of the very few people in the
nation with the potential w pre-
vent a protracted standoff be-
tween an inereasingly isolated Mr.
Cunimo and the rest of Uhe Demo-
eratic Party, That has strained Mr.
Biden's efforts w0 stay firmly on
the sidelinesas the governor faces
A fusillade of calls to resign.

Mr. Cuomo i5 confronting a spi-
raling set of allegations and inves-
tigations involving sexual har-
assment, a wxic workplace, the
manipulagon of the number of
demhs at New York nursing
homes and perceived loyalty iesis.
frim the governoe's vaccine cear,

Me. Biden and Mr. Cioina have
not peopie close to both
men said. Asked on G;umay night
‘whether Mr. Cuomeo shoukd
Mr. Biden said only, *1 lhlnkiheln-
vestigation s underway, and we
shwould see what it brings us"

The governor and his allies
have urged peopbe to wait for the

T T T T
If drawn into the issue, President Biden could encourage Gov.
Andrew M. Cuomo to resign or to not seek a fourth term in 2022,

with Cuaiia, aid 1 think bé and
[Nancy] Pelosi and others are
clearly hoping the situaton will
rl'snive {nseldl through this inves-
ss, and they're giv-
mg him that much leash, bist hm'
tenabde that will be over time is
very questionable” said David
Axelrod, a former senior adviser
to President Barack Obama.
While it would be an extraordi-
nary move for My, Biden W inter-
vene, there is Erumk-l:! for @

e, i e ope of

Coipm's support. And M. Bilen
appears inclined 1o give him that
time — at least for How.

But a prol of imira-
party sparring over Mr. Cuomo's
future could be lic for
Mr. Biden. It threatens o distract
froam his early initiacives, inclod-
ing mass vaccination effors and
his party's imperative to sell the
public on the nearly $2 trillion
stimubus  package Mr Biden
signed into llrw last

Thve New York Times and Wash-
ington Post reported over the
‘workend that Lanry Schwartz, the
EOVErnors vaccine czar and a
longtime lieutenant, had tried o
assess the loyalty of county execu-
tives 1o M. Cuainn during phone
calls about vaccine distribation —
drawing particular atention a1
the White Hotse on Monday.

Jen Psaki, the White House
press secretary, said that the re-
parts were “cancerning” and that
Mr. Schwartt's calls were “in-
appropriate reported behavior”

The calls prompted one execu-
tive to file a preliminary com-
plaimt with the state anorney gen-
eral office’s public integrity bu-
resil, Mr. Schwarts denied that he
iiscussed vaccines in o political
COtEXE,

Ma. Puaki insisted there were
“checks” in the system to prevent
the vaceine rom being distribued
Tsased on favoritisi.

On Tuesday, the White House
will hold its weekly cali on the co-
ronavirus with the National Gov-
ernors  Association, which Mr
Cuomo typically leasds as chair-
mim of the group, Ms. Psaki sail

she ed Mr Cuomo woukd
join the call, adding, *We'll leave
that up to him,”

Both of New York's senators,
Chuck Schumer and Kirsten Gilli-
brinel, called on My Cuomo to re-
sign last Friday, along with most
of the sta1e's Democratic congres-
sional delegation. One factor in
the timing for members of Con-
wress who made their announce-
ments in quick succession was the
desire ot 1o overshadow Me. Bi-
den'’s signing of the pandemic re-
lief package, according tw people
invalved in the discussons.

Mr. Cuofmo was surprised by
the statement from Ms, Gillibrand
and Mr. Schumer; he had believed
earlier that day that they would
nat join the calls against him, ac-
cording to Someone familiar with
his thinking,

Still, the governor has flatly re-
fused 1o contemplate resignation
while questioning the motives of
the women who have accused him
of sexual harassmem, ilﬂ’\’.llh'm
“cancel culture,” a favorite Repab-
Tican talking point, as he disg in on
F

“There's 3 job to 00, and Mew

thee vast outer
the American coassline, an ares
rich in marine wilderness and un-
dersea ol and pas resources.

Given Mr. Biden's pledge vo ban
new I’I‘i"llls. the npew offshore
minagement plan will quite likely
reimpose Obama-era policies that
barred il exploration on the en-
tire East and West Coasts of the
United States — while possibly
going further, by limiting drilling
off the coasts of Alaska and in the
Gulf of Mexico, But writing the le-

, economic and Sd‘iEﬂl'lﬁ("FlSlir
fucations will be difficult,

“They lkave tn get started and
really get cracking,” said Jaoque-
line Savitz, a vice president of
Deana, an environmental group.

The depanment is expected to
help ramp upoffshore wind farms.
Last week, the agency ok ama-
0¥ Steqr toward approving the na-
tion's first large-scale offshore
wind farm, near Manha's Vine-
yard, Mass, a project that had
been in the works for years.

“This sdministration is in a po-
sation b0 make Large-scale offshore
windl a reality for the first time,”
Ms. Savitz sald. “But the transi-
o in the ocean from offshore fos-
sl fuels to wind farms needs to
happen in the next four Years, so
it's im place before the nexs admin-
istration”

Yorkers governor to do
it Richard Azzopardi, a semior
adviser 1o Mr. Cuomo, said Mon-
day. “He remains focused on vac-
cine distribution and a state budg-
et thar's due in two weeks, and
‘we're thankful for the hedp that the:
White House has provided on both
those fronts”

During the presidential cam-
paign, Mr Biden successfully
avokded getting dragged into con-
troversies thae didn't directly re-
late o him. But the bullying be-
havior Mr. Cuomo is accused of is
contrary to the standard Mr. Bi-
den has sei for his own White
House,

There are two ivestigations
into the sexunl harnssment allega-
tions againsl Mr Cuomo, one
overseen by the state atiorney
peneral’s office and another by the
State Assembly,

A senior administration official
said Mr, Biden's desire to siay
away is driven partly by his per-
sonal relationship with Mr. Caomo
and partly by pragmatism.

Should he eventusally become
drawn into the issue, Mr. Biden's
aptions range from encourking
Mr. Cunmo to resign o asking him
et to run for office again in 2022,
as the governor has indicated he
still plans w do.

“Biden has a long friendship

higha of his coropaviris peess
briefings in the spring of 2020 —
when he hit 71 percent appeoval —
and even from February, when his
approval amang all voeers was 56
percent in a Siena

His current approval rating, 43
percent, is lower than his disap-
proval rating, 4% peroent. Among
Democrats, however, his support
remains high, ot 59 percent, the
survey showed, and & pescent
among Black voters,

Already, o majority of state leg-

tives, who voted 1o impeach then-
Gov, Mark Sanford in 2009, (Mr.
Sanford was eveniually cen-
sured.)

“The siate i about to be Hush
with Cowid cash,” Mr, Sellers said.
“Better days abead for constite-
ents. Hang on until you become
everyone's [avorite bank”

Soame members of Coigress
and their aides were put off by a
statement that the former senior
member of the delegation, Repre-
senlative Nita Lowey, of West-
chester, had made in defense of
Mr. Cuame, according to a person
familiar with the matter, The
miembers had the sense that Ms,
Lowey was inappropriately “in-
strumentalized” os a shield for M
Cuomo, the person said, adding
that while it wasn't the precipicat-
i event for other members to
speak out kst Friday, it hid lefi an
impression.

A member of the Cuomo family
had reached cat to Ms, Lowey be-
fore her statement, according o
another person familiar with the
events.

“That's ridiculous,” Ms. Lowey
added. I don't get used for things.
lilke that® She said shes known
the Cuomos for decades, since
they were neighbors in Queens.

Mr: Biden and Mr. Cuomo have
been relatively close palitically in
recent years. In 2015, when Mr. Bi
den ing.a belated run

Me  amessy MVEIVEE 2 NEW  joasors — amd more than 40 per-
York gavernar of hi N comof in
2009, Mr. Obamdel.iueredame_-l—
sage through

then-Gov. David Paterson that )m
wanted I pot i Fun for anotier
term the fallowing year.

Mr. Paterson, mired in cornstant
Controv had become an un-
wanted distraction for the Oharna
adminisiration; he soon  An-
mounced e would nol ran agadn,
opening the way for M. Cuomi to
rum in 2000,

Buit there was a significant dif-
ference between Mr. Paterson aid
Mr Cuomo: Mr. Paterson's poll
numbers were dismal, ar 21 per-
cent approval in June 2009, and
threatened the Democrats’ hold
on a seat that a Republican,
Goorge Pataki, had held for three
terms, umtil 2006,

Mr. Cuomo has much stronger
support from his constituents. A
new Siena Callege poll on Manday
showed that only 35 percent of
Mew York voters want M. Cuomo
to resign immediatety {and only
125 percemnt of Democrms), thgh
the survey was taken maostly be-
fore the wave of congressional de-
mands for him 1o qust.

Suill, suppart for Mr: Cuomo has
eroded  significantly  from  the

Hoping to avoid
getting pulled into
an intraparty clash.

for president, they met in New
York: though Mr. Coomo was for-
mally backing Hillary Clinton at
the time, he did not discourage M
Baden from a White House run,

In 2018, when Mr. Coomo faced
a primary challenge of his own
from Cynthia Nixon, the actress
and activist, Me. Biden offered a

Allaiy — v called for Me, Coi-
ma's resignation, The State As-
sembly has launched an impeach-
ment inguiry, and beyond Mr. Bi-
den, the politician with the most
controd aver Mr. Cuomo's fate is
the Assembly speaker, Carl E.
Heastie, who will determine if and
when (o proceed.

Impeaching and removing a
RBOVEINOr (5 A serous undertak-
k. and M. Cuomo can hope that
i is too big a leap even for those
wha signed a letter urging his res-
ignation.

“Calling the Legsslatare's Bluff
on an impeachment voee, he rec-
ognizes casting 4 vote for im-
peachment (s a heavy vote for
many to make,” said Bakari Sell-
ers, i former member of the South
Carolima House of Representa-

fuli-th of Mr.
Cuomo at the New York Demo-
cratic Party comnention.

Mr. Biden's fondmess for Mr.
Cuomo does nol necessarily ex-
tend to the staff bevel. The gover-
nor's sharp-elbowed political op-
eration has jabbed at many people
i his path over the years.

Mr: Biden tapped M Cuomao for
a prime-time speech on the first
nighs of the DemocTatic comven-
tion last year at the height of the
governors papularity. The prere-
corded address, which did not
miention Mr. Biden by name until
near the end, was thrust on con-
venthon organizers with Hitle op-
portunity for revision, according
o people invidved in the process;
they said the Cuomo team was
amang the most difficult to work
with in planning the entire four-
day event.

Qur pearl necklace is
layered with elegance

We've suspended a trio of cultured
pearls from three polishad sterling silver
chains to bring you this clean, minimalist

design. A fresh and modern way to
enjoy the elegance of pearls.

69

Plus Free Shipping

~ Cultured Pearl Three-Layer Necklace
18" length. Threa 9-9.5mm cultured freshwater pearls.

Sterling silver box chain with springring clasp.

Shewn slightly larger for detail.
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Labor Battle Spikes
Anxiety at Met Opera

" From Page Al

l§on i earned Tevenies, says it
will need 1o survive, When the
musiclans resisted, the Met of-
Fered o begin temporarly paying
them up to §1.534 2 week — bess
than hall thelr old pay, but some-
thing — if they simply returned o
the bargaining table, & proposal

the musicians are weighing.
Maw the Met's increasingly ran-
corous labor bamles — it has

locked out its stagehands, and out-
sorved SoMme Set COnstCtion 1o
Wales — are adding more uncer-
Lty 1o the question of whes the
fapera house can reopen afer its
long pandemic shurdown,

The ol on the players has been
SteEp

Benjamin Bowman, 41, is o of
the onchestra’s two concersmas-
ters — a leader of the first islin
seclion Who serves a8 a conduit
berween players and maestros,
He and his tamily moved 1o St
gart, Germany, w e took &
temporary job with the swate ar.
chestr. Daniel Khaliker Vi
linist, hias been struggling 10 make
the 52600-a-month [oan pay-
ments for s two fine violins. An-
gela Crianwen Shen, 30, a violinist
who {s ne able to collect wnem-
ployment because she is in the

i = 0 a visa, picked up

s hvlrmnmp,s in storage in June
and left the city for the Midwest,
where he sald he and his hashan
have been d i
tween the homes of his parents
and his in-laws.

“U'en living in my in-laws’ base-
rent wt the peak of my carees” Mr.
Epifanie said. “I'm n one-rick
pony, and now | cant even do
that

o -nhepa-.l pear, 10 of the or-

s
tired, & :hllk increase from the
i an aver-

Ewo b three who et
aape ye
the chairm
commstee, which negotiates la-
bor issues on hehalf of the musi
cians, Prominent figures in the
music world are sounding wam-

3 tistic world is in
clishelief that the very existence of
a great orchestra like the Met's
could be in danger and even at
risk of disappearing.”

The Met, which was finencially
tragile even before the virus, was
forced to shut @5 doors on March
12,2020, and {2 furloughed meost of
its workess, including those in its
archésir and chorus, in Apeil. (It
continued to pay for their health
covergge) In the fall, the Met
presented an offer to its employ.
wes: it woukd resume partiol pay-
AR in exchange for sgrificant

cuts ancd conces.
rasisted. By the
end of the }mr the Met orchestra

e only major ensemble
Without & deal 1o recsive pan
demic pay, <|cv:0mlng H) the llllt‘l-
national Confer

i Decediber, e o
pany focked out its roughly 300
sagehands after their union, Lo-
cal One of the International Alli-
rical Stage Employ-
rejected the Mer's proposed
ey cuts. (In a letter 1o the union
year, Peter Gelb, the Mets
general manager, wrof
average haltime stagehand cost
the Met $260,000 in 2019, includ-
g benefits; the union di -
thaat number, saying that when the
steady exira e lhands who
work at the Met regularly, and
sometimes full-time, are factored
in, the average pay is tar bower)

had ne choice but 1o seek ul:s
whes the pandernic bedt it i a per-

ilous financial situation
“Suddenly we had no revenue,

company woald not
fodd,” M. Gelb said. “We are doing
the best we can in terms of Keep
ing the company viable so that
they will have jobs to reurn L
Al the end of last year, the Met
offered the unions that represent
the omchest el charus an olive
branch: redoced paychecks for
simply coming to the bargaining

table, The Americien Guild of Mu
sical Anists, which represents
choristers, dancers and others,

acceptid the arrangement in J:
uary, and {ts members are recefv-
ing paychecks. Local 802 of the
American  Federation of Muss.
cians has not yet sccepred the of-
fer, Adam Krauthamer, the union’s
president, sakd, but it 15 n the final
stages of reaching a deal that the
archestra is vsing on,

Jeremy MeCoy, Who fose o as-
sistant  principal double  bass
whise playing in the orchestra for
35 years, retired in May. M. Me-
saigl that he hisl been con-
templating an early retirement,
Uit B0t qudte this early. When he
realioed that the Mes's furlough
could kast & long time, he s e
it in his papers, a decision that
wold allow him to begin collect-
ing Ihis pension rather than having
Tis expenses ent into his savings
indefinitely.

Me McCoy said he was repelled
oy the idea of returning 1o an ad-
versarial relationship between
the musicians and managemens.

“I dom't wane 2o go back to big
ns and 1 a toxic emvi-
" he said,

The Met said it was seeking to
cut the payroll costs for ies high-

ange In take-home pay
would be approximately 20

oent, it said anmd that when
ticket reverues and core dona-
tions reumed o pre-pandemic
levels, it would restore half of
whae had been cut. The Met de-
clined to dischose the current aver-
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Joel Noyes, a cellist with the orchestra, sold his 19th-century
Russian bow to continue making his mortgage payments.

ARSTER ANBAN FISE THE S0 R T

2020, anel furdoiighed many workers that April.

ABIK ALFTICY THIE S0 TR TIVES

Tanya Thompson, a union carpenter who has woeked at the Met

for 15 years, works as a home health aide to make ends meet.

age pay of its musicians, but dur-

1
of  arourd
5

¥ reached
agreements for lasting pay cuts,
including the New York Philhar-
moiic, whose musicians agreed 1o
5 percent cuts to their base pay
through  August 2023, Mr
Krauthamer zaid that the Met Or-
chest's union had put forward
ita own proposal, which would cut
pay but preserve work rules that
the Met was secking to change.
Somne archestra members
saidl that they fele betrayed t
the opera was not using its msi-
clans in “Met Siars Live in Cor
cert,” the pay-per-view recital:
hias been producing from nﬂlll!-ull
settings in Europe. Most featire
only pians accompaniment. A Met
official with knowledge of the situ-

ation said that for the other per.
formances, members of the com-
[ stra were not inchud
od because of the difficulties af
travel during the pandemic and
becanse of continaing labor nego-
tation

The Met Orchestra has staried
5

staging is own virtial conce
and collecting donations to dis-
tribute 10 musicians in need. The
mast recent, starring the soprano
Angela Gheorghin, singing from
Rossania, began by clarify |r||g'hul
the performance w il

el with the Metropol

Between stagehands asd man-
agement, the temperatire is even
higher.

Since the lockout, the work of
preparing sets for the coming sea-
son has gone to onanion shops
elsewhere in this country and
wverseas, The Mes regulardy com-
missions set-building outside the
, but these jobs had

-

been slated to be done inbermally.

Sets for two operas scheduled (o
premiere a1 the Met nexs winter,
“Rigoletto” and “Don Carlos” are
being, bailt by Bay Productions, a
EOmpany rdiff, Wales, the set
for “Fire Shut Up in My Bones”
will be built in California. Wich the
sets being buill elsewhers, the
Met's scenic pai ane lasing
work even though they have not
been bocked out because there is
nothing for |‘|e|||lo p.mu a0 ey

. said Cedilia
|<|n'|| bussiness
agent fioe the United Scenic Artists
unin,

But the company will seill need
stagehands if #f wints the show o
g0 on this fall, said James ). Claf-
Jr, the president of Local One,
o clony't even BE 1 AR Open-
ing migcht withn " e saiel,

The T Alzance of
Theatrical ge Employees has
Eaunched i lolbying effort urging

Bawmakers. to SUPport o nekire
that would block stimal funds
from going ta arts veganizations
that, like the Me, hiave locked out
umion employees.
Mr. Gelh salcl the effo seemesd
“sell destructive™ and that =
arlemp 1o dnnlago the instiution
will onky make it harder for the
employees once we petrm,”
Tanya Thompson, a union car
penter who has worked at the Met
foor 15 years, had planned to return
towork there in December. When
Local One was locked out, she de-

cided to continue in the new job
she had taken over the summer to
make enids moel: a8 an overnight
home health akle
tients.

for older pa-

52, said she
to the opera
Iu ' a deal

Met 10 succeed”

Aid Will Help Mass Transit
Avoid Harsh Service Cuts

From Page Al

“Tramnsit agencies have taken an
it 10 revenue” Pete
thee transpo rtation sec

and thelr em ployees — they need

this fedleral reli
The mext big plece of legisiation
Mr. Biden will try to push through
Congress, a multitrilion-dollar in-
frastructure spending plan, is also
Hkely voiaclude suppot for, pma.c
transit, though the de e
o |K"l‘|! e ou.
In New Yark, hame to the larg-

est public ransporation network
in North America, the &
i

ery, which depends on

urakns amd buses to carry Fidess o

=, like theaters, stores

that have been
undemic.

threat to transit

o an

a 1t
crippled by the
“The marta
agencies basically
end with the passage of this bill;

said Ben Fried, 3 spokesman for
TransivCenter, an  advocacy
group. “There is still a ot of mk

and uncerminty down the line, but
it is not going to be on the same
massive scale that we were talk-
ing about as recently as a month
or twi age

Still, transportation
n that while the feder
ansit agencies some

EEpErts
id of-
me-

fers
diate resphie, the stable revenue

aources the agencies tend o rely
on state and b subsidies
along with fares — will likety re-
ImaEn suppressed for years.

ate and local governments

likely noa rebound o prepandemic
levels anyrime Soof as Many en-
players continee 10 allow remote

work. Nation:

de ridership has
platensied ac about 40 percent in
recent months, acconding 1o the
American Public Transportation

Nicholas Bogel-Burroughs  and
Nate Schueher contriated repari-
ing.

Aszocintion, a lobbyving group.

Last year transportation agen-
cies received a total of $38 billion
from the first two stimulus pack-
ages, which helped keep trains
atd Busis runing aHer revenles
plummeted and officials scram-
bled tw provide service needed to
carry esse ntial work

But facing huge defichs in the
years to Come, many agencies
drafted doomsday plans to bak-
ance their books.

In Washington, tra fficials
proposesd plans o shit down upto
22 of the systen’s #1 statkons, ot
nearly half its bus lines, and close

stations two hours early each

oent service cut on buses and radl

lines that had been imposed in
TR TR,

s v maw seragped

Archer magor city, Baston, said
it might revisit plans vo cut com-
by 11 percent,
end weekend service on seven
comeniner Fail lines and suspend
mine bus routes.

With lawmakers in a rush to dis-
it cmergency aid last spring.
the firs1 federnl stimubus package
provided funds (o ransit Egencies
in ways that resulted in [ess sup-
port for barger systems than for
smaller agencies, transit experts
=aid.

M Biden's plan, known as the
American Rescue Plan, distribut-
ed funds acconding o a formula
that took into account the size of

an agency’s badget, dimecting
more money o langer cities,
which b borne thve brunt of the

W ington not lkely to
bo as willing 10 provide major
sumssof money once the pandemie
subsides, transportation =xperts
say transit agencies must walk a
fine line, ramping Up serviee to
Ture ek riders while finding sav-
ings by adjusting train and bus
schediles for new  commuting
patierns

“The fedderal aid gives them

three yeurs to restrcture their
aperatins 10 be more etficent”
stidd Andrew Rein, the president of
ihe Citizens Budget Conm
i watchdog. “If
t use this time to do that,
Roing o be ack o where
started, which is not
enmugh money 1o run the
beconse ii's ton expensiv

In New York, transit officiake
sald that the Lates: infusion of fed-
eral aid will allow them (o bring
back some service on the Metro-
orth Railroad asnd the Loig Is-
land Radl Road, which suffered
higher ridership losses than the
subwi

After receiving a second infu
sion of federl aid in Jamuary, offi
ciids also scrapped  plans

ssion,
they

A percent and revived
bitious plan w modernize the
1 ayctem that had been sus-
S YOAL
nsit agency his received
anotal of $14 billion in tederal aid,
ineluding around $ bilion from
Mz Biden's plan.

The transi agency has alse re-
stored two hours of O‘-@lll]ﬂll
service, after closing the subway

N Sa.m. last spri
deep deaning, Transit off

T8

have nat yer said when the sys-
tem, which now closes from 2 a.m.
Lm., will return 1o round-the-
clock service.

“There is Wi percent certaingy
that we are bringing back 24-boar
subway service. Period. Full
=mp id Patrick 1. Foye, the
of the Metropalitan
J'r\n-,r\orlaunn Authority, which
runs the city's subway, buses and
W commuter ral lines,

But the agency — which en-
dured the bigges: financial losses
any system in e colntry
sl faces a 315 billion operating
shorttall through 2024 and a com
mating cultare that may look far
differen even after the pandemic
end
Major employers in the ciny ex-
pect that over hall of office em-
ployees will continue to work re-
by &t least part of e time in
this coming years, aceording 10 &
survey released recently by the
Parmership for New York City, an

&5 com
mute into .I central siness dis-
trict, that pattern, has been bro-
ken said Kithryn Wylde, the

Ansi Ve .|J|.md5
ht'uuu uu\mug o

AEEAH KT 1 THE MW DMK, 1
fit new ridership patterns, like
aekling trains during rush hours
that now beg
morning and afy
tion of the work schedules of es-
sential workers wis compose the
bulk of current ridership, Subway
ridership ha round
0 percent of prepandemic levels
in recent months, while bus ride
shipis &
On the Long Island Rail Road,
the M. T.A- has rephaced some ex-
press service, which caters (osub-
urban white-callar affice workers,
with more local traing that service
riders who live near stations usu
ally hypassed by expross routes,
The agency is al5o exploring new
fre structures aimed ar affice
workers whi will not return 1o of-
hees five days a week and may not
wane to buy moathly passes, ac-
carding to Mr. Faye
Teamehoe D 53, who lves
in Bayside, Queens, and uses e
Long Island Rail Rowd o reach
her job as A nanny in Swmiford,
Conn, said she has commuted by
bus in the past because i is
cheaper, but prefers the comfon of
train cars.
Standing oma platform in Fi ush-
ing, Queens, on & recem @
noon, she said she was r?||1|)|-d

Transportation experts wam
that while the federal aid offers
lransit agencies some mmedi-
ate respite, ridership will lkely
not rebound to prepandemic
levels anytime soon.

that the Long Istand Rail Road
wouled discontinge service cuts —
which she =ays has led 1o crowd-
ing — amd that ber line would pro-
vide more local service.

Her seatbon §5 om a Jocal stop and
o get home she usually has o
take an express raln past her stop
and then double back. *1 want 1o
save the time* she said,

[I)t‘ <|h|lk|\' of the M

t more
riders will depernd on Testarting
plans puat on hald during the pan-
demic to modernize aging rail net-
works that ase prone to break-
downs and d 3

Mew York wansk officials re-
ceistly ansoumsced (at |J|ey wodld
conmmit at beast $6.2 hillion to up-
grades this year in an effort o
jump-atart the M 2 compre-
hensive effort toave | the cen

d system

atest round of federal aid
could rdse thar commitment 1o as
much as $10 billion, transit offi-
cinds s

The MTA plans to move for-
ward with track work critical to

o make them accesgible
agency alse 3
nals on lines that have retained
the most pandemic riders.
Democratie leaders have sig-
naled that transit agencies should
expect aid tailored o capit
projects. in an infrastracrure. akl

next, ine
project 10 bulld new rail tunnels
under the Hudson River,

“I'm going to make U miss
transit gets a good and fair
amours of those cay
ments,” sakd Senntor C
mes, the Senate majori
and a New York Democrat who
played a critieal role in securing fi-
nancing for transil agencies dur-
ing stimulus negotiations, “This is
vital 10 New York's recovery, We
could not exist as & clry without
IS Eransit”
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Patrick Dupond, French Ballet Virtuoso and Star of the Stage, Dies at 61

By ROSLYN SULCAS
Patrick Dupond,
d former dir
Opera Ballet wi
|u|u|k.| in the

or of the Paris
fwide
It

on March 5
He was 1.

His death — confirmed by his
companion, Leila Da Rocha, who
ou.: it 5
i

firs: French dancer towin the g.»l
a Internatio
n in RII-I;‘H.I

he wold an inter-
viewer when he was 18, show
stumishing, confidence
taining th tigious tite |Ehc-
word me i

one at the Paris Opera that 5 be-
siowed ai the discretlon of the
nagement Father than  won
throaigh competitian,

ad range of cho-
reagrapliers, inc nchud
ey, Kenneth

heater and wouring with

s own group, hnown a5 Dupond
His = members in-
ued h)'lvu' Guillem, Monique
¥ gris aml

and with other
tly mativated
. Alfter

companies were
by dissatisfact

Opera
3, Me. Dupond Four
performing less peently and
for upp-ulul.nu else-
He se c
umph with Mauri
pany in “Salomé” (1988), & sodo in
which he emerged in valumi-
T dress as

where,

male,  hali-emale
Dupond
with Danser magicine
inThe

dl mnt\r\
5. And then
d

will always give

the truest se o
Mr. Dupond remained a major

the Paris Opera. De

in 1'!- 1
nea, with

reated the role of Ry
s, Lowditre:

nd Juliet”
Althotag
Dn

mied it

we
In 1988, M. Dn
director

arvisuic

“There wa
problem between us,
photo boaok
pond.” But i tr
't |'I|I)|?h o for ot
of Le Figa
v couldm't entirely dis-

Mr. Dupond's star

the

of

Wi version of

time

“Homen

Mr
T

and became the
the

Ballet

0
the Paris Opera Ballet, re-

placing  Nur
youngest per
pe

I know everyone is going to

ey,

He

was

the

i ever 10 hold the

lll'l\ll}.l todd The Tim kot recior nce

ings have happened quukh 1. can't say |h.|r|||<\<|| mr»rhvn.
since 1 was bo 0 r. Dupond
With the Opera init “1 wasn't

truggle over the rig 15 pt o the

signifi

He

nonetheless
ber of the comg

i repertoire
Dupond turned to other chor

A renowned dancer
with charisma and
glittering technique.

{1980y, with
> avec la

“Dancing Machine™
Alain Defon, and -

£ s a
Cannes

of the jury at the €
, he missed
days of rehear sal without author-
1 -n ln\l m was |'|~'|1| L |

F
I'-1an 'I I1

pointed Brigine

Above, |'a|lru.k|‘up<:n||m|l|| thee Paris Opera Ballet in 1986. M.

Dhpand, far left in 1992 in
attained prestigious title
all the principal roles svailable

an
of Eaile

e” and near left in
by age 21. “] want to dar
all the princes.” b orve ok,

\I.!I\nl Asserie. She first raised Mr.
D ne and later with I4'|

empt
ene rg\ Seeing hss
is ballet teache
Max Bozzos
mer Paris Opera Bal i
who ook

andl frequens misdes

“Patrick was wt $
wacky, telling lies, making up
chari s, B

inter ih Le Figar
a spoilt ehild ar
bl Everyomne a

Mr. Dy
the Paris Ope
ir. B

Alter
-

ter the Varna competition
inning the gold medal, he ste
ity ascended the Paris Ope
ranks — although his vi
techpique  and  crowd-ples
yhe were not

Uh ulw you doa't umu.

v
\[I' hnw.mn. Violene Ve
director of 1

rd
Paris =s|

have to knock him on the fie
\|J|‘\II\ b dm th vh
times does 5% in such poor ta

Rouge than 1o
“It's

the Pris Opera:
1 lilke him so

ch,” Ms. ¥ u]_\ added, “th:

m especially hard oo hin*

Mr. Dupond's star qual

peared onstage in a musical,
Air de Paris.

noer and
though Mr. Dupoad had alw:
been open abast his homeseRal
ty, not

st sight.
encouraged him
ral realiny b
Including. mo
, a5 4 jury member
French edition of “D
the Stars
and staged wo
schoal in Sois
I addition to Ms. Da Rocha, e
mather
W with the

M= Da Roch;

More ohituaries appear on

et in the di-  say that's a hode qui Mr. been Mr. Dy that it belongs more to the Mo page A24
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il more of
her and

hiad public serv
oped ©
good and ¢

When we e

||ld| ambstions.
4 o

Supporters

“afo

is consider
e The 51

te Legistan

rough se
Sandy in 2012 to the coronavir
1 how to make govers

perstorm 38 pandernic. Fe

b work as Mr

But those t
power that Mr. C
members have ¢

assment. These allegs
W York Atorney Gener
cmbly. Mr. Cuomo =
s marme.

and

these spe a5 i the wide-

d drew worme

whom Mr. €
tively encouraging t
ting elothing wheney

his arbit, ac

ml In New York pol
Bt 1} -|-L|I

} DR SECTeL.

their cours: accusation. If

crimes were comr
Buit the que
fice is about more than o
stanards

por's continued

criminal matter,

of his party and I
cantrl the Siate Leg)

delegation and city leace

The governor
na longer has
the support of
his governing
partners,

public’s trust at the worst possit
e hard and

e

allles or public confidence.

PAUL KRUGMAN

The Pandemtc and the Future City

old way of working and

fact, rerurn.
Heres o pars

b
< lack of Face-to-face
warps their person

coatact stunts ar
akites.
After & year in which lln-.c of us who

st right. But hiow
femic subsides?
0f course, nobody really knows. But
se-oair speculation can be informed by
albeds and models
. il seems sabe to predic that we
return to the way we nsed to besn flou
ark. Why
ar of isolation has, in effert, pro-  ited? The con
vitkedt remate work with books is obvioss. But
infant industry profection, a concept e
ally associated with imernational trade
i

policy that was first systematically lod | seenns from
ot by non: r||IIf'r than Alexander Hamil-

on, Alexander Ha

Hamilton asserted that there

books' g

f||lj!r.lll||(| |r||I|\ face of imports. Gr
k from competition, for
iy tarifs, these indus

Ix-uk is different |||l

enough expes
and technodogical sophistication o be-
CONE COMmpetitive,

it indusiry argument has al-

Sun®
cle. Bu

W ||nu -.In.lo
what | find in

C i
par 1r||\ making our wark |s.\h||t are books | wasa't lood

impoesible, has clearty made us much ber- — reasuring
ter @t explaiting the posibulities of rer The rermon
and some of what we used to do— vy play o8 il

vaster scale.

The advantages of
ther froai ho
fices located far fi

T can sit in cubicles,

constant i

i i

around the maddle of

independent bookstores lave  actualty

eience of dawnload

that coudd nc.u.-i\u.n.:.llug and the book trade.
i

this Convenience is offse
tars. The experience of read

possibly, in smal

ng will, in

living and work spaces
commiltes are short or
Imm:-l need o deal
fiscomdort of formal
walst

are misch ¢
AOAEXISEENt
th the e,
business
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BRET STEPHENS

America
Could Use
A Liberal Party

LAST MONTH, Gallup released the resulss.
of a survey showing that public suppor
foar a third party was at an all-time high: 62
percent, up from 40 percent when Gallup
farst searted polling the isswe in 20403, Only
33 percent of Americans feed the current
pmm'dnaumeqmmmnlmm
ing the American

To the extent that the results attracted
Any motice, i was mainly in the form of &
knowing vawn. The reasons a third party
probably can't win an electson in the L5,
are well knowi,

Amomg them: The electornl system,
with its first-past-she-post voting and an
Electoral College that magnifies man-
d:mlsmredmm linical

Just because people ch]mlnwama rd
panyd'mtn‘l mean they want the same

third party: Libertarian-leaning voters

wmnlrvsmrltﬁweawmau&
Ists o green one, Trumplans a Trampy one
—mwmsmmmmmmlm
nary third

Tothe extent that third parties have had
any traction inthe LS, have mare al-
ten been built aroand regional support
(Stram Thurmond in 48, George Walk-
lace in 1968) compelling personalities

(Teddy Rocsevelt in 1912, Ross Perot in
1842), o protest votes (John Anderson in
1550, Ralph Mader in 2000, than on na-
tional navemients or coalitions.

And s0om. But three things are different
this time,

First, the Republican and Democratic

story. But in 2016 the
mwm:mmammmm

hasile takeover. Democrats are ai less
rut hedped by Joe mahmllﬂalb‘u-
tute combination of leftist ies and a
centrist tome. But the fact that the Senate

eager for a third party are at the politkal
extremne. The striking, if UnSUrprising,

The neglected territory of
U.S. polities isn't at the
fringes, but the center.

Tinding of the Galkup survey is that Repub-
lican support for a third pary jumped by

am])mxmaal:mﬂm.asluIhc:wlu'lﬂ}mn—
p'sd.s!mtmﬂhslﬁkunmg

The Right Way to Boycott the Beijing Olympics

chlmsemmnduns.nppedmmu

nasemrmellw nation, bt a pladorm
h American and universal.

ﬁ ot athletes !ﬂnv llw G:w millions
of skip

Wit Romney familles, are d tabor
Chinese 0 m
THE Beijing Obmmoc«"‘ pine
proach, it is media Citi-

that China, under the mlmm‘
the Chinese Communiss Party,
does e deserve an Oly showease,
Becaisse it is too kate to move the Winter
Games scheduled for Beijing next Febrg-

soame have "'3’"“"‘ understand-
:113}. that the United States boycot the
Games.

China deserves our condemnation.
The Chinese Communist Pary has re-
neged on is agreement (o allow Hol
Kong sell rude;; it has broadly su)
pelmm] demonstrators and incaroerat-

journalisis. 1t is exacting
gemxide against Uighurs and other eth-
ni¢ minorities ; Uighur women are force-
Tully serilized or impregnated by Han

M:_._ ‘p_#

GO_Pq)Itmmunhvimx

Third, the terrslory of Ameri-
cal poitics i 0o bnger at ule lliberal
fringes. It's at the liberal center. Tt's the
place most Americans still are, tempera-
mentalfy and morally, and might yet ne-
urn o il given the choice.

By “liberal,” | don't mwean big-state wel-

wens are surveilled, spied upon and pe-
nalized for wm religinus services
oF expressing dissent.

Prohdbiting our athietes from compet-
ing in China is the easy, bat wrong, an-
swer. Dur athletes have trained their en-

City Games in 2002, 1 gained an under-

YUang
watching it. Andlbel)lymw( Games are
one of the most enduring densonstra:
tinns of the grest qualities of the human
spirit om the world stage: \mwlmesade—

Russians and dashed dreams for Ameri-
can athletes. Mo one seciously believes it

meaningfully repudiate Chinas. atroci-
ties? The right answer is am economic
and diplomatic boycort of the Begjing
OWmpics. Amers pther

termination, sacrifice, pa  endur-
m.mnshln%mmumm
the global symbolism of our young
American heroes standing atop the med-
als podium, hand to their hearts, as “The
Star-Spangled Banner™ plays on Chiness
sail.

by our Olymipic hopefuls and their fam-
bes It would be unfair to ask a few hun-
young American athietes o shoal
derunhnﬂcnn(wdlmwmm
It could also be counterproductive.
The Olympic Games aren’t just a shavw-

if an athlete boycon is
meant 1o influence the behavior of the
b

yor B
ment, it probably won't work, When
President Jimmy Carter applied an ath-
bete boyeott 1o the Moscow Olympecs in
1980, the result was mare medals for

Paul F. Campos

farsm. | mean the 1enets and spirit of K-
weral democracy. for the owtcome
o slecrion, 1he.rule of law, freecam ol USTICE RUTH BADER GINS-
sl e il o ol by BURG was widlely, and deservediy,
i‘ﬂnq. ) criticiped for ber refusal to reire
'1 Respect for the free market, from the Supreme Court a5 a time
:“;mm.,mmm’n"u”;‘::m?& w8 ey podent ] ke
h:‘["“m el Jm';cj:;tephennm;e = making
I i m a
gmm&mm ww."“:.: similar and arguably even more egre-
comes, A rounded faith in the bene.  BICUS Mistake.
fits of imenigeation, free trade, sew tech- ‘The evidens indifference on the part of
naligy, new ideas, experi infiving, D g the tuilure of Jus-

Fidedity to the ideals and shared interesss.
:\‘mlilwtrwwwld in the face of dicators

All of this used 1 be the more-or-less
groand

the two Clintons. The debates that wsed to
divide the parties — the proper scope of
the mechanics of trile —

tice Breyer, &2, to announce his refire-
ment is apparently & product of the as.

— should stay at home, preventing us
Trom contribuing to the enormons reve-
nes the Chinese Communist Party will
raise from hotels, meals and tickets,
American that rouwminely

corporations

seind large Rroups of their costomers and
associaees w the Games should send
them o LLS. venues instead.

IIBI]\E' than send the traditional dele-

of diplomats and White House of-

ru:ln‘]sln Bedjing, the president showld in-
vite Chinese dissidents, religions leaders
and ethnic minorities 1 represent us.

An economic and diplomatic boycost
should inclide collaboration with NBC,

Party's
NBLcnnmfminhumsMwisswglm

Repudiate China’s
abuses without unfairly
punishing our athletes.

istic slements of the opening and casing
ceremonies and instead broadcass doou-

the
Limiting spectators, selectively shaping
our ve delegations and

gmmldmmtmwlnmmnnl
many of the rewards i1 expects from the
iy mpics.
muw.amnn-muumuumdn-
need to have a heart-to-heart
whuelnwmdmulm pic Commit-
e, The LOC. haahoped dut awarding
Games 10 repressive regimes would tead
o kessen their abuses. Bug hope has too
often met a different reality — in Hitler's
Gerrnary, Putin's Russia and Xi's China.

th:
more ofien been a tood o{a'ptwmh
than a lever of reform.
Let s demonstrace our repudiation of
China's abuses i a way that will hurt the
Chinese Communist Party rather than

lenma.l i;:r;t Ar';‘e Bel[tug“m!db
b o of 1 e
— while proceeding wil Ela
the righs answer. o

MITT ROMNEY (3 a U5, senator from Utoh
and a former governor of Massachusedts.

umjmmnmmmwnmm

pmhhm or deparure from office for
Other reasons - will lappen in this Con-
msmmnszzmnmhs?
for Democrats, If history is
a icle, the odds are quite

"yﬂ" MW![Wc!mm
Ws have featured a dlanar in Lhu
ATy compe
session.

The ity that such a shift may
occur during this particular Congress
may well e even higher than that, At the
moment, e fewer than sis Democratic
senators over the age of 70 represent
mates where a Republican

dl.l.l‘l-.lr'l,g the current Congress IurerBl
Id\en exactly s not particularty impor-

Ttdals  grave mistake,
m-wmmumwsen
e seat from the Democrats 1o the Re-

amounted o parochial quarrels within a
shared 1Ibe’r‘.l| faith. ?m faith s:tadil._rd
s i the tace o

EVER 0N VacARCY in the 50
seats now contralled by the Democratic
caucus would probably result in the swift

mmmmuhewm:mwm

Bm mow the basic division m palitics.
isnt between liberals and conservatives,
asthe terms used (o be understood. 1t's be-
tween liberals and illiberals.

The iliberalism of the right is typified
Ty the likes of Stephen Miller an immigr-
thon, Steve Bannan on trade, Josh Hawiey
on elections and Marjorie Taylor Greene
on every manner of hnatic and bignaed
conspiracy theory. It is by far the mos:

form of day, be-

of Mitch MeConnell as the
miajority leader.

goveTnor
witha Re
paublican, should 8 Varancy 0ccur

Five other Democratic Senators repre-
sent states for which a vacancy would go
umfilled for meonths, until a special elec-
mmﬂmemmmﬁ—amlwiw

even i

Im the next 22 months are probably close
o & coif flip.

Under the circumstances, for Demao-
crats to run the very real risk that they
would be unable to replace Justice
Breyer is un ble. Of course, the
oy person who 5 in a position te ensure

Odds are quite high that
Democrats will soon lose
control of the Senate.

that this does not happen & Justice
Breyer himsell.

It is wrue that, under normal circum-
stances, a Supreme Court justice plan-
;i:jg 1w retive generally waits unl the

i -

that the

of the Senate at least until that election
and likely for the rest of the current Con-
.I:lts_fila Republican wins ll:at cantest,
In

e marmmal Circumstnees,
Nothing illustrates the anti-democrat-
e dysfunction of our political system

« VBCAnCy
might mot be filled until 2002

1y than the current p
the Supreme Court, Two-thirds of the sit-

How the Left Made Cuomo Vulnerable

THROUGHOUT HIS TIME a5 rut
New York, Andrew Cmmnﬁ:
crush the Working Families Party, apm

cause it has shown that it is capabbe of win-
ning elections and, when it loses, subvert-
g them.

Bun there's also the of the

foundesd in 1998 by an
amnlmenl nnh;':"’lewe!s and mmmzlynry
activists.

left, eypified by th excesses of the MeToo
movement that ruined people’s lives, the
anti-Semmitism amaong some leaders of the
Women's March, the “aniracism™

theit casts peapde who disagree with
mmcham ‘worldview inbo supposed
ricists, i the cancellations of capeers,
book comracts, speeches and msseuurg

Mmul

popular vote in seven of the nine elec-

tions that determined who nominated

these justices,
And:hesejumcesmwuhmwd

4 Senate that has become skewed so

ically in favor of electing

that the M senators ﬂwcﬂucuawh tlu:

Democrats represent about 41.5 million

more Americans than the 50 Republican

immeediately, effective upon the confir-
mation of his successor. For him to con-
tinuwe 1o make the same gamble that Jus-
tice Ginshurg lost runs the risk of ting-
ing his legacy as & jestice and has the po-
tential to be an anti-democratic disaster
for the nation as a whale. o

PAUL F. CAMPOS s 0 law at the
Etocrsty o Colococ Boatier and
writes about law and politics at Lawyers,
Maney.

Guns &

wPo the governar
wamwdeﬂmymem
Even allowing for s reputation a5 a
vindictive wmmi freak, | pever Mhr un-
derstood the amount of energy Cuvma
mmpmlnmmlsmﬂehwh

York created new valne him.

Before 2018, a bizarre and infuriating
ibeal betwesn and 4 conses-
vative Democratic faction called the Inde-
pendent  Democratic  Comference  pre-
wented Dmmcms I!mm mmmlmg the

Ron Kim of Queens. He was
ane of the firss Democrats to press for an
investigation of Cusma’s handling of nurs-
ing hames during the pandemic, and later

nltnpreﬁenoemmmnlpuwls

mwnrtmsmeydnesa\m ams out he wasn't being ng a magarity of

reen Party. ttriesto  ing the WEPR as a threat. T‘I‘!lﬂll\nr- ms.mmmmhssmemedn.m
wﬂlmbemxhnymmhy tories of W.EP-backed st mmw ply
bad'.mg pri- part of that ’BBI'S nmewam ating th kent

maries, while supposting Democraes in - set the stage for Cu —— Thear-

mdemnumms mmmkmmmm. rangement served Cucmo’s interests by

inst Republi-
mmmmwMMM‘st

sumptively liberal publications. Anyom
an the left who hasn't noticed the climate

Tetds to Rart paying choser i
The new Is irightening. It
could also be ve. who

faithy was, how erivial its internal daffer-
enoes really were, how much they might
et e in comamean — includimg common
enemics — with m*ﬂu‘)‘mm
Thb:wt polhﬂlm But i
a . Bt i
could be the seeds of & panywn‘mem
meeds o Liberal Party that represens:
whmwusedmhemmwedsper
ately need to become again, a

Cuarmn his leng been seen as a thuggish

Tusion voting, ves can vote lor
Democratic ates o the Working ———

Famalies ballog lioe, allowing the party ti =
st and maimain e res- A party the governor tried
o ol voues requiredd 10 sy o e BAO po pyyin may have helped

" Gt ruin him instead.
the WER In 004, he created the shedll
Women's um?nn,w slphmwces i
Trom Working Families. d with Biaggi, a state
5

He maneuvered o end fusion votng —
while denying that that wis what he was
doing — and used the state budget to
triphe the mumber of votes third parties
nesd 1o Keep their ballot lines. According

lﬂﬁlﬂ"‘lﬂmﬂmm’ fiar Cucana, told
me that his abusive behavior “has defi-
nitely an open secrel,” bt one that
“peofle were afraid to share because they
were afraid of retribution, which is exactly
‘why it's been kepe below the radar of muost
peopkmﬂeuwuﬁmmtr;\"

& Resistance bero
uumgmzrmuswmum-maw
rus only made Cuomo more intimidazing,
she said. Yet even as he became a national
stas, the growing power of the left in New

ensuring that the left couldn't push kim
farther than ke wanted 1w go,
his control over the state’s political

1D wiak

uy.anllmmnumdy Ilenald.(mh
parents brought him o the U5 from
Seauth Korea when he was a childy His
wibe, he sasd, initially wid him, “Stop ev-
erything you're doing™
Whmdntmplnm“nllhem

mmmammsmmmmm
year of historic progressive vicoaries, it
succesded, WEP-hacked candidates, in-
chuding Bisggi, ousted six of the eight
LIC. senators. Democsats took control of
the Seate, and ey did so with a bloe of
b mot behalden to Cuoma,

Speaking of the W.EP, Blaggl said, “To
sy that they're exitical is not even giving
them the credix, trankty, that they deserve
hrihedmd‘knmunhe role that they
played in ushering in new leadership™
ﬁmnm]cadmtln.m!umhasmadel
easier for Democrats w stand up o
Cummo.

Perhaps the key figurein lhmwmsopen
the anti-Cuomo Aocdgates has been As-

backing him up. "De'!mnwﬂ‘
those elections martered beeanse [

won thase critical seas)” he said.

Ir's not clear what happens 1o Cuoma
now. As the accusathans him have
msdianted, 50 lave the cadls for him to step
down, bul & Siena College poll released
Monday shows that only 35 pnmm of
New Yorker voters want him o resign im-

medintety.
New York politics, however, have

shatter the New York political kandscape,”
said Sochie Nnaemeka, director of the
W.EP's New York chapier. [t trns out that
Cuomo was right to fear it o
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Those We've Lost

Faces From the Coronavirus Pandemic

Fred Figa, 65
Exposed Risks of a Diug

By GLENN THRUSH

In late 1983, a stafl member in
the neonatal ward of Fairfax Hos-
pital in Falls Church, Va., had a
question for Fred Figa, a young
pharmacist who belonged 1o the
hospital unit that investigated the
safery of new medicines.

A pharmacegtical  company
was pitching a new vitamin E in-
Jecteon, marketed under the brand
mame E-Ferol, a5 a nutritional
supplement for premature babies.
It seemed harmless enough.
Shauld they buy it?

Mr. Figa made a flurry of phone
«calls and discovered that the imjec-
tion had in fact not been reviewed
Ty the Food and Drug Administrs-
tivn. Mo, e replied. Hold aff, Then
he aderted federal investigators,

His diligence would save an un-
told number of babies' lives,

Mr. Figa amd the investigators
Tsadd stumbled oo & deadly prod-
et safery erisis, and a scandal. OfF-
ficials, naded by Mr. Fign's dogged
research, woukd Eater find shat the
FDA had faled to enact safe-
guards peraining o E-Ferol's
side effects in Jow-weight pew-
borns — side effects thas resulued
inthe deaths of 33 indams from oe-
i Failire i hospitals arund the
COUnLrY.

Mr. Figa became a star witness
at congressional hearings, and E-
Ferol's distributor, O'Neal, Jones
& Feddman Pharmaceusicals, was
fiorced 1o pull the drug from the

market in mid-19E4.
“He wouldn't let it go — he was
the: kind of person who would fod-

low semething to the nth degree.”
=aid hiz wile, Janice Russell Figa,
‘who was pregnant when M. Figa
tegan calling hospitals around the
oountry 1o map the pattern of
problems with E-Ferol.

AL

Fred Figsis warning saved lives.,

Mr. Figa, who went on to work
for decades as an in-house begal
counsel for the regulatory compli-
ance units of drug companies,
died on Feb. 16 in a hospital in
Morristown, N1, fsar his home in

. He was 85, The cause
‘was complications of the corona-
virus, his family said.

Along with his wite, he is sur-
vived by two daughters, Elise and
Stefanie; a son, Paul; three sis.
ters, Perla Kimball, Felicia
Pehrson and Heidi Woll: and o
brother, Romek.,

Sodomon Fred Figa was barn on
Oct, 20, 1958, in Porthand, Maine,
0 Jewish refugees who had fled
the Holocaust: Paul Figa, who
Tounded a leather shoe business
that specialized in moccasins, and
Karola (Holzman} Figa, a seam-
stress. Fred was one of six chil-
diren,

He graduated from she phar-
macy schial at Northeastern Uni-
versity in Boston in 1579 with a
bachelor of scence ﬁgr& n

When he exposed the probiems
with E-Ferol, he was atending

might classes ot Mason
University's law schoal in Wash-
ington and working part time at
the FDUA., which aided him in his
investigation. (He received his
law degree in 1986.)

M. Figa never sougiit the spot-
light. At first he refused 1o testity
or speak to reporters, puzzbed thas
simply paying attention to the de.
tails of his work would garner at-
tention

He was ever on the lookout for
lurking hazards. His daughter
Elise sakd in 8 phone maerview
that when she was a teenager, she
appeared in & commiaty prodic.
tion of “Peter Pan” as Liza, the
maid, @ rode that required her 1o
simulate flight on  suspended
wires.

Her father demanded to inspec
the apparatus. The director
obliged, then twld Mr. Figa that
they were short a few pirmtes in
the chorus.

“He went to the costume place
and got a fake earring and remov-
able tatton of 3 big sear aerss his
cheek, and b just had the besy
time;” Ms, Figa said,

“50, every weekend for about a
month, he'd be a pirate, then on
Manday he'd go  work as the
pharmacestical [awver”

UMLK LEAL AMATOPA, FAL

Arukii Juma said he often thought “about back when thens were many of us.”

Aruké Juma

Last Man of His Amazon Tribe and Safeguard of Now-Lost Rituals

By MICHAEL ASTOR
A.rmmamhlsmzmmmdm

|l He sued to be returned, o case that

dragged on for 14 years.
In the all three of his daugh-

dle o j
time
Mumbering an estimated 15,000 in the
18¢h centiiry, they Wers ravaged over years
by disease and sucoessive massacres by
rubber tappers, rs and miners. An es-
timated 100 renained in 1943 A massacre
in 1964 beft enly six, including Mr. Juma,
]

ters married Uru Eu Wan Wau men. M.
J s of

adaugher
the wribe, Boropo Uru Eu Wau Wau, lrom
whom he separated in 2007. His lirst wile,
Mboreha, died in 1996,

The Juma revarned to their land in 2012,
Mr Juma was pleased, but some of his
husbands refused to live there,

Wi, like many
ks iribe's name as his surname,

In 1998, with the death of his brother<in-
law, he became the last remadning
male. The tribe's extinclion was assured.

M Juma died on Feb. 17 in & hospital in
Piirto Velho, Use capital of Ronddnia state,
in western Brazil. He wies believed o have
been berween 86 and 90, The cause was
Cowid-19, his grandson Pupé Juma Uru Eu
‘Wau Wau said.

With the death of Mr. Juma, the kst fluent
speaker of the Lribe's language, many of his
people’s traditions and rituals will be for.
ever bost,

Whike most Brazilians would be hard.

o recognize his name or even lo-
cate his nearly 100,000-c7e jun gle reserva-
o o a map, M Juma’s wribe achieved a
cortain degres of powriety. Anti-Indige-
nous interests often painted to the tribe as
an example of how the government went
w0 far in protecting native peoples, like
granting ancestral lands regardhess of a
wribes size. Indigenous groups countersd

The grandchildren, who speak only Pore
tuguese, had 1o return 10 Ronddnia 1o at-
tend school. Mr. Juma, whe spoke o Por.
tuguese, expressed frustration about being
unable to commemicate with his grandchil-
dren and teach them the Juma traditions.

“These days, [ feel alone and think a lot
abotit back when there were many of us" he
todd the photographer Gabried Uichida, who
spetit time Bving among the Juma and pho-
tographing them, in a 2006 article on the
culture and lidfestyle website Riscafaca-
com, “We were many before the rubber

and the prospectors came to kill all
the Juma people. Back then, tthuma wene
happy. Now there is only me™

Mr. Jumsa was barn in the 19308 in a jun-
gle village on the Agui River in the state of
Amazonas. His father was Aguir Juma and
his mother was Borea Juma,

His face was tattooed with Bves extend-
img from the ears to the mouth and around
thet lip=, in the warrior tradition. He often
wore the warrior's thick belt made from

thast their nsiber
centuries of attacks and government ne-
glect, and that denying the tribes their tra-
ditional lands would onky reward genocici.

In 1998, under murky circumstances, fed-
eral officials removed Mr. Juma and his
family from their kand and brought them o
neighboring Ronddnia sate in the hope
that they would marry ino the related Urn
Eu Wi Wau tribe as a way 1o ranly pre-
serve their culture.

But Mr. Juma suspected that the move
was intended to deprive his family of their

vines, ling up from his waist v cover
his boweer ribs. In his later years he huanted,
Fished and farmed manioc, fruits and nues.

Along with his grandson Puré, Mr. Juma
s starvived by his daughters Manded, Maitd
and Borehd, all from his first marviage, and
Juvy, from his second. He hacl 13 other
grandchildren.

T preserve te ribe's memory, some of
his grandchikiren have included Juma in
their surnames before: Urn Eu Wan Wau,
something anthropologists said was rare
among patrilineal Amazon

Annmarie Reinhart Smith, 61

Labor Advocate Who Stood Up for Toys “R" Us Employees

By STEPHEN KURCEY

Annmarie Reinhart Smith had worked
for Toys “R” Us for nearly three decades
when the company filed for bankruptcy
protection (n 2017, leading vo sore closings
and the layofis of 33,000 workers, including
her. Left without severance pay, she vented
her frustration on a Faochook page colled
the Dead Giraffe Society, named aher the
store's mascol, Geolfrey the Giraffe.

Alabor advocacy group that was heipi
Toys “R™ Us wmﬁwmbllize [ demmrz

ook notkor and recruited her,
Mrs Reindart Smith was soon on Capiol
Hill, chasing dx and mecting

Makazzo; and twe grandsons,
Mrs. Reinhart Smith joined Toys “R" Us
im 19988 as & naslll.erin Huntington. Over =
il Do Wiy i
roles on Lvmt I-slalmland in Durhim,

ol warm  woman
Q' I nroud of her Irish her-
itape {she had sham-
rocks tattooed on her
r||:||| ankle), Mrs. Rein-

Smith  watched
Lhnlmm grow up as
they came to her stores

with Senators Bernie Sanders and Cory
Booker, among others, i ask for their sup-
part. She joined with other farmer employ-
s o march in protest through Manhastan,
shoubdering a mock coffin for Geoffrey.

“It was the start of something that we
didn't think woubld ever amount o any-
hing.” said Maryiane M. Williams, a friend
and -year employes of Tays “R™ Us who
joimed the proests. “She was like, “Wha
have we got to kse? Let's go”*

Ater & monthslong public pressure cam-
paign against the private equity owners of

“R" Us, a $20 million hardship hind
was set up for the laid-off workers. Mrs.
Reinhart Smith also became the load pladn-
Wl in 3 class-action lawswit in bankrupley
court seeking fair compensation, which
won $2 million for former

“She was our vooe,” said Alison M. Pac-
lilko, who worked alongside Mrs. Reinhart
Smith for a decade, “She fought for ws”

Mrs. Reinhart Smith died on Feb. I7 ata
hospital in Durham, N.C. She was 61, The
cause was Covid-19, ber tamily said.

Annmarie Reinhart was born in Lewit-
o, MUY, on June 11, 1959, Her mother, Di-
ane Patricia (Switter) Reinhare, was a
homemaker who later worked in Imﬂry

administration. Her father, William Loais
Rednhart 111, owned a flooring business.
She was the cbdest of their three children.

She artended Humtington High School
and later what is now Farmingdale State
College. With her parmer, Aaron 1. Smith,
whom she married in 2011, she had wo
sons, Brandon B Smith and Jordan 1. Smith.

Her husband and sons survive her, along
with a sister, Carleen P Reinhart; a brother,
William IV; a hall brother, Kenny Johnson;
two stephrothers, Dean Malazzo and Paul

: year after year, She also
A"_’"‘"“""ﬂ . dealt  with  ormery
Reinhart Smith  customers, as she wid

The Progressive maga-

zine for 1rv:c.t|1r profile, like one wha threw
a Power Ranger figurine at ber, leaving a
scar on her forehead.

In 2005, the private equity firms Bain
Capital and Kohiberg Kravis Roberts and
the real estate firm Vornado Realty Trust
ook control of the company with a bever-
aged buyout that keft it burdened with 85
billion in debt.

Terrysa Guerra, the political director of
United For Respect, the group thal re-
cruited Mrs. Reinhart Smith, credited her
withs helping push Bain and KK R. to create
the hardship fund. “People saw her as a
Iuﬂer and a tristed voice” M Guerra

Owl the Dead Giraffe Society’s Facehook
page, people wh once mocked Mra. Rein-
lwt Smith's scemingly futile battke
tharked her and the other abor Jesders for
winning the payouss, cven if it was only
enough to buy a week of groceries.

While Mrs. Reinhart Smith called the
subsequent £2 million bankruptey settle-
ment “a slap in the face,” the case was con-
sidered nit-setting. Former employ-
ees at Shopko and Art Van Furmiture have
since followed a simitar playbook in fighe-
ing for hardship funds, Ms. Guerra said.

Mrs. Reinhart Smith remained involved
in labor advocacy — helping Workers from
other retgilers organize, pushing for Con-
gress to pass a bill called the Stop Wall
Street Looting Act, aimed at private equity,
and campaigning for 2 S5 mi pimum wage.

“H she thought people were being
stepped on, she would just step up and be
the spokesman, whether that person
wanited it or fot” Mr. Smith, her hushand,
saul. “She was just that ty pe of person.”

Erica Faye Watson, 48

‘Gem of Chicage’ Whose Comedy Empowered Women

By CLAY RISEN

When a candidate for state’s ai-
orney i Cook County, 10, held &
lunchitime fund-raiser in down-
town Chiscago in 2016, the cam-
paign hired a local comedian and
tebevision personakity named Eri-
i Faye Walson 1o warm up the
crowd.

Ms. Watson had never met the
candidate, Kim Faxor, but that did-
1 keep her from diving into an
extended riff about Ms, Foxx's
hair. “1 had pever been publicty
roassed before,” Ms. Foxx said in
an interview. *1 was like, who is
this woman?”

But the jokes were just o setup
for Ms. Watson's real point: what
it woalkl mean to have a Black
woman as the county's chief pros-
ecuor, and how provd she would
be o see Ms. Foxy in that role. The
two became fast friends.

“She was very much aboat em-
powering Black women.” said Ms.
Fuxx, who is mow in her second
term. “She was fghting not just
fior hersedl but far people like her™

Ms. Watson was a Chicagoland
cebebrity, best Known as a regular
on “Windy City Live” a marning
talk show on WLS-TV, Chicago's
ABC affiliate. She also performed

p comedy, wrote and di-
rected plays and acted in movies,

Ms. Watson died on Feb, 27 in
Maontego Bay, Jamaica, where she
was staying while working on a
writiieg progect. She wis 48, The
cause was Covid-19, Partd Gill, ber
former agent,

“Erica was a hidden gem of Chi-
cago and a voice for overlooked
businesses and couses” sald Ms.
Gill, who in 2017 cast her in
“BlacKorea,” a short film she
wrote,

Erica Faye Watson was born on
Feh, 26, 1973, in Chicago, 1o Henry
and Willie Mae Watson. Her fa-
ther was a postal worker, hwer
mather a homemaker,

Her survivors inchude her par-
ents amd her brother, Eric.

Ms. Watson atended the Uni-
versity of [linois ar Urbana-
Champaign, where she was prom-
Ineat kn its Black arts scene.

I there was something involve
Ing the Black community on cam-
pus, Erica was going to be:a part of
ir” said John Jenmings, a profes-
sof of media and culiural sudies
at the University of Califormia,
Riverside, who was a graduate
student at Winois when she ar-

AT GLL

[Erica Watson wrote and acted,

rived.

M= Watson later iransferred 1o
Columbia College Chicago, from
which she graduated in 1998 with
& degree in film directing. She re-
ceived @ MAster's in ans, enter-
tainment and media management
fram Columbia in 2005,

After working as a writer and
director for several years, she
ok up coamedy in 2006, soon after
mawing to New York. In 2000 she
presented a onme-woman show,
“Fat Bitch," at the Launie Beech-
man Theater in Manhartan's the-
ater disarict. In the show, she ex-
plored issues of race and body im-
age through the eyes of a plus-size
Black woman, which she un-
abashedly was.

Ms. Waeson was featured in a
campaign for Avenue, a clothing
brand aimed at WOmED,
and in 2018 she launched her own
line: of beauty products, Fierce, ca-
tering 1o the same demograpiic.

After wmking her show on tour,
she returped o Chicago and
jained “Windy City Live” s a reg-
ular contribwor and made fre-
quent appearances o other local
TV shows, as well as on cabie
channels like BET and Oxygen.

She also began W win small
roles with directors like Lee Dan-
iels, in “Precius;” and Spike Lee,
in “Chi-Raq" as well s parts on
TV dramas, many of them fimed
in Chicagn, like “Empire” and
“The: Chi”

Ms. Watson moved 1o Jansaica
in September, planning to stay for
a month 5o that she could concen-
trate on the writing project. But
she kept extending her retrn
date; ber katest plan was to return
tn Chicago in early March.

“She was absotnely hlossom-
i v i Jamasca,” sasd a friend,
Tina Strawn. “She was always
talking about how this wos the
happiest she had ever been”

Peter Semler, 89

Seasoned Diplomat Who Saw the Cold War Unfold

By SAM ROBERTS

Peter Sember could trace his ca-
reer in the Foreign Service to Vi-
enna in 1952, when the United
States and the Sovier Union were
Lesting each other in the early
days of the Cokl War.

Spending his junioe year at Yale
b, e withessed Communist
demonsirations and was Interro-
gated by & Soviet Army patrol

=1 hodd been infected by the ex-
citement of history,” he wrotein an
unpaiblished memioir,

Mr. Semier became & senlor ca-
reer foreighn service officer who
represented Washington in Mos-
cow, Bonn, Paris, Berlin, Rome
and Milan from 1356 o 1993, He
died on March 2 in a Manhatian
bospital at 89, The cause was the
corvnavirus, bis daughter Tatana
Pouschine said.

Mr. Serler ghided through em-
bassy badlrooms, coded-cable of-
fices amd COvert conversations
with Iocal dissident groups op-

0w WIIMIS"EW
dealing with day to day. His wife,
Hetlen (Boldyreff) Semler, a Rus-
slan interpreter who translated
for Presidents Richard M. Nion
and Bill Clinton, often accompa-
nied him on his rounds.

Mr. Semler’s experienoes while
working in Moscow during the Cu-
ban Missile Crisis inspired the
2008 niwel “Leninsky Prospekt”
by his friend Katherine Bucknell,
to whom he recounted m

Peter Semiler was born on June
10, 1931, in Manhatian w G Her-
bert Semler, & partner ot the law
firm of Winthrop, Stimson, Put-
nam & Roberts, and Grace
(Parker) Semlber. His grandfather
‘was Horatia W. Parker, the com-
poser and dean of the Yale School
of Music, Peter became an accom-
plishid peanise himself.

i
Peter Semler in 1962,

anather daughter, Helen Kirwar-
Taylar; a son, Peter: and four
grandsons.

Another daugher, Tasha, was
murdered in 1973 when she was a
l4-year-oid swdent at the Ma-
deira Sehosol in Virginia. The killer
had two years earlier been sen-
tenced 1o 20 years in prison for
sexual assaubi, but the sentence
was suspended and he was com-
mitted 10 a psychiamric hospital; it
released him for outpatient treas-
ment three months before Tasha's
murder, He was sentenced to 3
Vedrs i prisod, and the courts up-
beid the famity's cladm in a lawsuit
that the psychiatric hospital had
Faled b exerCise reasanabile care,

Mr. Semler was respected by
his ecolleagues, bun also by his dip-
Immatic adversaries. Stll, even e
was surprised at the candor of a
Cold War foe during a lunch at the
Soviet Embassy in East Berlin in
the late 19705, Pyotr Andreyevich
Abrasiooy, the Soviet ambassa-
dor o the communist German
Democratic Republic, and Walter
J. Stoessel Jr, the former ULS. am-
bassador to Moscow, were there |
with him.

“With a broad smile on his face,
Abrasimov said |J|a( one of you

He attended 5t
School in Manhattan and St Paul's
School in Concord, M.H., before
praduating from Yale in 1953, He
served in 5! Army in Kovea from
1954 to 1956,

He married Ms. Boldyrell in
1957; she was the daughter of
White Russians who had fled the
Russian Rewvolimion. (Her father,
Constantin W. Boklyreff, became
e of the Russian deparumsent &
Georggetawn University.) She died
In 2001

In addition to his daughter Ta-
tana, Mr. Semler is survived by

pilata
while: ﬁmn:lhe bmmﬂolmc
G.DWR,” M. Semier recounted in
hi=s memoir, “He had dmpprd this
camera from his aircradt I
Mr.  Abrasimov prwd:y dis- |
played a high-tech spy camera, |
and said: “*We so appreciated the
gift that we decidded 1o be helpiul |
and develop the film. But inssead |
of prety pictures of forests and |
ks, whast do we find: pictures of |
our hases””

Then the Soviet ambassador |
handed over the photos. He kept
the camera,
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Why China’s Jaded Techies
Can’t Get Enough of Musk

The Tesla founder is seen as a visionary, in contrast to local tycoons.

By RAYMOND ZHONG
China is having its techash mo-

g

the world's second-argest econ-

down in the process” said Jane
Zhang, the founder and chief exec-

ment,

The comniry's internet
onece celebrated as engines of eco-
noamic vitality, ave now scorned for
exploiting user dats, abusing

Bt there is one tech figure wiho
hias managed 1o keep the Chinese
pubdic in his thrall, whose mix of
impish bomb-throwing and cap-
tain-ol-industry bravade seems
Eal sile for this lashed

warkers and squelching mnova-
tion. Jack Ma, co-founder of the e-

idal, with his companies under
government scrutiny for the ways
they have secured their grip over

dreams and disiflusionment : Elon
Musk

“He can fight the establishment
and become the richest man on
earth — and avoid getting beaven

utive of ShellPay, & biockchain
company in Shanghai. “He's ev-
erybody’s hope”

Whether out of hope, envy or
marbid curisity spectators
huping to see one of his rockets go
dow in & fery blast — China can-
not get enough of Mr. Musk. Tes-
la's electric cars are big seflers in
the country, and the government's
growing space ambitions have

spawned i community of fans who
track SpaceN’s every launch,

Social platforms brim with wid-
eos amd arckes  pondering
whether the South African-born
biltionaire ts a wailblazer or a
Fraid, amd examining everything
from his upbringing to his taste in
Beijing hot pot paints. Stan-up
founders swear D}' his belief in
“first-principles thinking,” which
looks for seluthons by examining
CONTINUED ON PAGE BS

Amid Slump,
How the U.S.
Got It Right,

Or Close to It

Early economic refiefl
eased the blow, but more
could have been done,

By BEN CASSELMAN
When ihe cormnavirus pandemic
ripped @ hobe in the economy
year ago, many feared thas the
United States would repeas the ex-
perience of the last recession,
when a timid and short-lived gov-
ernment response, in the view of
many experts, led to years of high
unemployment and anemic wage
growth,

Instead, the federal govern-
et respanded with remarkable
force and speed. Within weeks al-
ter the virus hit American shores,
Congress had Launched a mubt
trillion-doflar  barrage of pro-
grams to expand unemployment
benedits, rescue saall businesses
and send checks io most Ameri-
can househobds, And this time, un-
like a decade ago, Washington s
keeping the ald flowing even os
the crisis begins o ease: On
Thursay, President Biden =igned
@ 519 irillion aid bill that will
pump still more cash into house-
bolds, businesses, and state and
bocal governments,

The Federal Reserve, too, aced
swifily, deploying  emergency
toals developed in the financial
crisis a decade earlier. Those ef-
forts helped safeguard the finan-
cial gystem — and the central
bank has pledged 10 remain vig-
ant.

The result is an economy far
stronger than most forecasters
expected st spring, even as the
pandemic proved much worse
than feared. The unemployment
rate has fallen o 6.2 percent, from
nearly 15 percent in April Con-
sumer spending is nearly back o
Hause-

CONTINUED ON PAGE B4

Far Right
Expands
Web Reach

By DAVEY ALEA
Youmaker, a listle-known video
site, prominently featured a video
alleging that a far-lefl extremist
EMVemEnt was plotting te destroy
America

Om Sagebook, a Twitter-like so-
cial peework filled with posts from
right-leaning. users, a sidebar of
tremding  togecs conained the
hashtags for “Stop the Ste
“Censorship™ and *Facebook.

And Right on Times, an obscure

123.7M

The nurnber of Tikes' and shares
The Epoch Times received on socal
madia in the last year.

right-wing news aggregator, re-
cently promoted favorable arti-
cles ahout Republican officials
who refussd to recognize Joseph
K. Biden Jr's victory in the 2020
election.

All three are among about a

Uncounted Among the Unemployed
Are Dropouts Eager to Return to Work

By SYDNEY EMBER
Robert Hesse was expecting an
IMMENent Promotion te manager
of Sub Zero loe Cream,
ioe eream shop in
when it shut down in March
cause of the pandemic.

“1 like: o work,” said Mr. Hesse,
a eollege graduate who trns 25
om Tuesday. “Chherwise [ feed ke
T'm useless” But he has been re-
luctant to seek 2 new job because
b liwes with hiis parents, whi ane
niod yet vaocinated. and is atraid of
hringing the virus home 1o them.

“It's just health concerns — 1

dom't really want 1o be around the
general public yer,” be said.

Mr Hesse represents whis
eCannTiSts say is o of the most
striking featunes of the pandemic.
driven economic downturn: the
tide of workers who, as the gov-
ernmend counts things, have kefi
the labor force,

In the year since the pandemic
upended the economy, more than
four million people have quit the
labar foroe, beaving a gaping hole
in the job market that cuts seross
e a0 CIFCUMSEANCES. AN BXCep-
tionally high number have been

sidedined because of child care
and other family responsibilities
or health concerne, Others gave
up loking foe work because they
were discouraged by the lack of
opportunities. And some okber
workers have called it quits earii-
er than they had planned.

These labor-force dropouts are
not courted in the mast commonly
cited unemployment rate, which
stood At 6.2 percent in February,
making the group something of a
hidden casualty of the pandemic.

Now, a5 the labor market begins
CONTINURD ON PAGE B8
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Heather Ealpacrick had to stay home with her dawghter during the pandemis,

dozen websites spreading  mis-
leading information with tes w
the Epoch Media Group, 2 news
organization that has become a
top purveyor of conspiracy theo-
ries and political misinformation,
according to data provided by the
research group Advance Defoc-
racy and analyzed by Global Dis
information  Index, a |mnpmﬁ|
thas studies disinformation,

Youmaker hosts the videos on
The Epoch Times website. Sage-
ook was recently used to run Th
Epoch Times's comment:
When Right on Tinses Eau
few months ago, memerous Epoch
emplovess promoted the site on
their social media fecds, and Right
on Times ran many artiches from
Epoch properties.  Researchers
found that the other sites have
digital fingerprints, like advertis-
ing identification 1ags, that match
CONTINUED ON PAGE RS
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After Tesla Plant Reopened bond market, where yields pulled
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glimpse into virus cases at Tesla, second hall of the year, but also erate under the extra demand
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Musk, had played down the se- jump in inflation. ment spending. Cihers disagres,
verity of the pandemic and re- Rising e rest mtes continue to pointing out that there are 9.5 mil-
opened the plant, in Fremond,  from fewer than 1 in May be akey concern for investors fol: 0.068 lion fewer fobs in the American
Calif, in May in defiance of pide- M. Musk called virus restric- lawing the slﬁdm]ﬂmp aver the ecanomy than there were before
limes issued by health officials. tons “fascis.” and ned the st manth in bendl yields, Rates o o the pandemic hit, Iinhitmhc‘l]m
The data was obtained by the  plant a week before officials said it . s X unemployment wi a lid on
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“The question uliimately he. oo P TR m!ﬂrﬁ:g :e"fm'],ﬁ%':
comes how well markets can di- rally in mirline stocks cume 38 the
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try, saying. “There are fewer and ! Eight be three of four quarters”  The mﬂildmu in yickds wasaffect-  ronavirus outbreak  devastated
It wouldi't have been a Carl Hi-  fewer boots on the ground o do $65.39 b said, ing bank stocks the most, where  ravel a year ago,
amsen column if it didn't goonthe  the grust work required to keep -80.22 The S&P 500 rose 2560 points  imvestors have placed big bets Cruise operators, whose shares
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and started his column in 1985, Mr. Hiaasen also used his pood- ° [posite dclexd 139084 points, or L1 Technotogy stocks, which have Retail =ales i China juimped
Along the way he became a best- — bye to pay tribute to his brother, percent, 10 1345871, while been hurt by the rise in bomd  nearly 36 percent year-on-year in
selling author, writing about Flor-  Rob, a journalist who was killed in coLDpeY) Russell 2000 index of smaller  yields, resumed climbing. Apple  January-February from a year
idu's underbedly and environmen- & gunman's rampage at The Capi- : companies rose 758 points, or 13 rose 2.4 percent, while Tesla Mo earlier Bug the counry's jobless
tal devastation in novels lke bal Gazeste in Maryland in 2018. $1,728.90 percent, to 2,360.17. That galn was  1or Co. gained 2 percent. Thebond — pate rose to 5.5 percent from 5.2
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What Happened in Stock Markets Yesterday
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Ascreenshot of Man Granie dering an Amazon Live video,

Still Niche, Livestreaming
Grows as a Retailer Tool

started

By JACKIE SNOW Mr: Yuean and Lo ZI
it Granin d worki And Luxe to help bring Western
E:wn’r'::;:c;wm‘ ot hmmls-:n(‘hn.mmiuuwmly
Tilming il

catis] on American Mm‘nmm :1:.-

Wt‘sttrn COmpanies trying ln m

tions and sharing
e on his YouTube channel, Thr
Deal Guy.

In 2047, his style of homespun
showmanship caught the anen-
tion of Amazon, and the company
‘began Mying him w0 New York ev-
ery few manths 10 recond videos
that would aften run on its wehsive
aroumd shipping events ke back-
to-schon or Prime Day. He stared
experimenti with  remote
shawsin 2019, 50 when the corona.
virus pandemic hit he was some-
what Y 10 tum the basement
ot his home in Toroato inte & stu-

“rhe omdy silver Bming 1o the
pandemic is that creators lke my-
sell were ready 10 connect 1 shop-
pers in their homes,” he aid,

He mow streams daily on Ama-
zon  Live, sometimes mubtiple
tifes & day, covering everyilang
from kitchen gadgets o snow-
bdowers. Under each video is a ca-
rousel display of the products he's
discussing. When a viewer clicks
that item amd buys is, Mr Granite
eis a out, with ommissions

Arom 10 percent for luxury
and beauty products 1o | percent
for Amazon Fresh jtems. While
Mr Granite's YouTube channel
still brings in more revenue
through ad rolis and sponsor-
ships, he said the revenue and ao-
dience pumbers for his Amazon
Live videns had grown over the
past year.

Mr. Granite is part of another
meshod that Amazon employs to
aliow customiers to hypass actisl
siopes: live, iMeractive video
shopping, pinseered decades ago
by the likes of Home Shopping
MNetwork and QVC and now in-
creasingly commaon online,

Thas type of shopping, called e
commerce  livestreaming,  lets
brand representatives, store own-
ers, influencers — y just
abait AEYOnE — stand in fromt of &
smartphone and st a conversa-
tion with viewers who tune in
Amazon Style Code Live began im
2016 with Evestreams the com-
pany fikmed with hired salent, cove
ering beauty and style products.
Amazon Live followed in 2007,
covering a wider variety of prod-
ucts

Starting in 2009, the number of
livestreams increased as brands
that sodd on the platform were in-
vited to broadcast through an app
called Amazon Live Creatos, Last
July, those who were accepied
Inte  Amazon's Influencer pro-
ram also got access. Now dozens
of streams can be live at any given
time. They show people doing
ihings like conducting workout
classes, cooking demonstrations
and makeup wtorials or just
speaking to the camera,

Muost of the videos feature a
theost in & tidy space as a ba
and are well Et, usually with a ring
light, There are natable excep-
tions. One video pitched ot sauce
while the host waited in a line of
cars for & vaccine at Dodger Sia-
dium, Another tried o sell a
motarcyche carburetor ina mosily
silent video.

“My personal goal is for Ama-
2an Live 10 beooms: i customer's
lavorite way to shop,” Munira Ra-
loeiitulia, the director of Anazid
Live, said in a statement, “It's sill
early for us, and we have a lot to
learm, bt we're excited to contin-
e inventing on heﬂal[ of our cre-
ators and

SM.ar M. Yuan said, no A

Volkswagen Vows an Electric Ti'ansformatzon

By JACK EWING
Volkawagen is poing all in on eles-
tric cars, with plans to build bt
tery lactories i Europe, install a
metwork of charging stations and
slash the cost of emission-free
eravel.

That was the message Mondiy
as the German carmaker staged a
so-called Power Day to showcase
i latest electric car technalogy,
The event was Volkswagen's an-
swer to Tesla's Bartery Day pre-
sentations, which draw intense at-
wention from imvestors and elec-
wrie car buffs.

The session included a number
of amentiop-gesting  announce
ments, including a promise that
Volkswagen would cut the cost of
batterses by up to 50 percent by
ehe end of the decade, while slash-
g durghlag time 1o 12 minutes.
That would make electric cars
chesaper than gasoline vehicles
amijusl A5 CONvenent.

alsounveiled plans
0 bﬂild sax battery factories in Eu-
rope in joint ventures with suppli-
ers. And by 2025, the company
said, in would have 18,000 charg-
Eng stath inent oper-

company had quite mastered it.
According to him, success entails
mare than just adding a video 1o
the typical ecommerce experi-
ence. Instead what's needed is &
mix of content that i=n't tied 1o
shopping but can auract new
viewers, limited-time deals and
even products exchisive to that
Ivestream. That goes for all of the
major el companies trying w
expand an audience,

U they wamt bo become an e
commerce  livesiream  marlset-
place” Mr. Yuan said, “they will
have w change a low*

ecommerce  live-
streams are still & oiche enter-
prise in the United States, they are
big buisiness in China, where they
drive about ¥ peroent, or $63 bil-
lion, of the country's online mar-
ket, Kim Kardashian West went
on a popular Chinese influencer's
stream and sold ot her perfume
stock within minutes afver 13 mil-
lion people wned in. At least one
Chinese  college  offers  e-com-
merce livestreaming as a
Cliinese retailers have also inno-
wated during the pandemic lock-
downs, with more streams
cused on one-on-one consubta-
tions and store walk-throughs.

But the pandemic Seems to be
enticing more people to est out

ating in conjunction with energy
companies including BE  The
British ol cer Said it would
affer charging at its filling sti-
thons,

The online even: Monday was
part of Volkswagen's effort to pos

YA (RRALLA PR TV EW YORE TS

ainas b be

first 1D.45, with a starting price of
540,000 before government re-
Iates, began aTriving at American
deabers this week.
Al heast some analysts are start-
ing to believe Volksw
The Swiss bank UBS issued a e
ranked Volks-

enormaus challenges.
Volkswigen continues 1o gener-
ate mast of its Tevenue from cars
that run on gasoline ar dsesel
Winding down the old technodo-
gies while ramping up the new
ones will be tricky and painful

sition itsell as the car-
miaker making the biggest com-
mitment 0 free driving

port
w.urnjust behin Tesh in electric

— aven hough it has not ver fol-
bowed General Motors or Volva
Cars in setting a precise expira-
tion date for internal combuston

engiies.

Volkswagen is the biggest car-
maker in E and second by
gest in the world after Tovota, The
subtext of Mond presenti-
o by & parade of Volkswagen
Eexecutives was that the company
s deploying its industry and gov-
BT nE Connections, its financial
resources, and its eighy decades of
manuFacturing expertise o keep
Teska from eating its lunch.

“Our transformation will be by
ge( than anything the industry

Tesla leada in battery technol-
ogy and software, the UBS report
sald, but the bank's anatyses gave
Volkswagen high marks for its
electric car platform — the chas.
sis, motor and other components
ihat drive the vehicle forward and
carry the car body. The Valks-
wagen platform can be produced
very efficiently and is flexible
entagh 10 accommodate a range
of body types ke S.0Vs, hatch-
Tracks o crossaver sedans, UBS

Volkswagen is “a busprin for
whitt legacy carmakers nesd b
achieve in the years to come,” Pat-
rick Hummel, & UUBS analyst, said
i > ot

be st centiary” Her-
Ir:n Diess, the chict executive of
w&swagen,sa]d during the two-
hour presentatson.

The event coincided with the
rulloate in the Unite) States of the
104, an electric S.LLV. that 15 part
of the first generation of Vol

Amazon Live -y are stuck
it hmnndlwhlmﬂwmw ways
to connect. Felicia Jones, an influ-
encer in North Caraling focused
on beauey and home décor, said
Amazon reached ol 1as1 year o
sk loer b join the Live progeam.
She was getting out of the shower
one day in November and planned
tovuse & bumach of hadr products she
had gotten off Amazon when she
decidlisd to by oist @ sreaim for the
first time. Figuring ous the app
toak & few minates, and she foand
herself talking to an audience that
eventually reached 1500 people.
Miow she tries to Stredm an Ama-
zom regularky.

“If L don't stream every day, I'm
thinking ahowt streaming every
day" Ms. Jones sasd.

According o the analytics Ama-
200 sends her, Ms. Jones said, her
livestream usually gets anywhere
from 1,000 to 10,000 viewers, al-
though concurrent viewers can
togr out in the hundreds. 1ts sic-
cesstul envugh that she has
reached A-list, an internal status
that gets her benefiis like betier
video placement and more pri-
ority when it comes bo support is-
sUes.

=It seems like every time you
hop on,” she sakd, “i's an opporta-
ey

wa from the ground
wp to run on batteries and seen as
serbous challengers o Teslas
dominance in electric cars, The
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In 2021, the LS.
livestreaming  market could be
worth up to $11 billion, up from
about $6 billion in 2020, according
e Coresight Research, a ghbal
advisory and research firm spe-
cializing in retail and technalogy.

The consumers. are ready, but
the retailers and tech issoes ane

ing the indusiry back, said
Deboraly Weinswig, the founder
and chief executive of Coresight
Research. A oo that sells
the right products with intesest-
ing content and easy-ti-use pay-
men and invemory tools could
still break through and might
overtake the bag tech companies,
inclucling Amazon, in livestream-
ing revenus,

“There is going 1o be a unicorn

Amazon isn the only company
Lrymg out this type of hawking on
American audience. [nstagram

aﬂtuls: some infloencers o sell

products on Livestreams :hmuyl

businesses this year. TikTok live-
streamed 4 shopping event with
‘Wal-Mart. And both Extée Lander
Companies and LOveal Group
have hosted streams for some of
their beauty bramnds.

“Everybody s thinking about
this” sakd Mark Yuan, 8 co-
founder of And Luxe, a livestream

e-COmmeTce com-
pany,” Ms, Weinswig said.

e well-positioned competitor
is Qurate Retail Group, the parent
company of both QVC and Home
Shopping Metwork, now HSN. [t
has branched oul beyond broad-
cist and
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forms like Facebook Live, Roku
and YouTube TV Although the
platform meay be different, the fun-
damentals of making a buman
comnection haven't changed, said
Mike George, the chief executive

of Qursale.

“For them, it's about live-
slreamingasa service,” he said of
tech ies Hke Amazon.

com-
pany in New York. “But they are
rushing tos it because of the pan-
demic. Before they had a choice.
Mow they hiave no choice”

“That's great in the moment, but it
doe=n't buikd relationships. We'ne
Just having the same conversation
in new way!."

Er e ey
ey

F T e rye—r

nalists last week.

Tesla shares have plunged in re-
cent weeks as it davmson some in-
vestars that the Califormia com-

agen sail Sunday thas it
would impose a hiring freeze and
‘offer early retirement 1 employ-
665 a8 YoUNg 83 58 o free up
money for new technoogies. The
company said it woukd continue to
hire people with expertise in hat-
veries, electricity and software,

Volkswagen's pew ehectric mod-
els, while promising, have yet 1o
prove themselves in the market
They were initially plagued by
software problems, althmigh the
company says those have been
solved. Afer a delayed kaunch,
Walkswiygen sald 56,000 of its 1.3
maodel, an electric haschback not
offered in the United States, inthe
lisst few muonths of 2020,

A diesel emissions scandal con-
tinues v keep hundreds of law-
vers busy and goaw at Volks.

terkorn denies wrongdoing.

As costly 85 {t has been, the
scandal had cne benefit for Volks-
wagen. It forced the compeany’s
managers o think hard about how
o restore the company's good
name. They resolved o focies on
edectric cars. That may put Vidks-
wagen in a better position woday
than other big rivais that hesi-
tated.

UBS amalysts pointed out that
Volkswagen is one of the few blg
carmalers to have developed a
platform specifically for ebectric
wvehicles, and to retool enrire fac-
tories 1o build electric cars, Volks-
wagen's size — it sold 18 rimes as
many cars &s Testa last year —
will allow it to pissh down madii-
facturing costs i @ way that
smaller carmakers cannot.

Like Tesla, Volkswagen has rec-
ognized that peopbe won't buy
electric cars without a place 1o
chizrge them, In addation to under-

ey mary not have &

o~
wagen's reputation. Martin Win-  United States and 17,000 in China,
terkorn, whe wis rmrf uti m-n: ather 3 Armak-
during the years that
rigged diesel vehicles w0 chem Mﬂr!a!amnmemmnlemus-
poly on isginng limits, is s Mr. Hummel
g0 -on trial next month on rhar;es of UBS sokd.

clectric cars, Volkswagen shares
have recove their pre-pan-
demic value and then some. But
investors sill value Tesla at s
tlimes as much as Volksw

and the German company faces
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related to the scandal. The trial is
CErtain to generate heavy media
coverage and remind the public of
Valkswagens misdeeds, which
came o light in 2015, Me Win-

thwrrsm:tlwo!cmupll.ancc e
said, ¥ they are catching up
bt they are kate.”
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Care Home Chain Faces
Suit Over Altering Data

By JESSICA SILVER-GREENBERG
Califormia prosecwors sued the
country’s lrgest chain of senior
living mmmunilioﬁ om Monday,

The resull, prosecutors said,
was (hal Brookdale “has been
awarded higher star ratings than
it deserved.” They added, “The
chain’s bon has ablowed

accusing th Broakidal
Scnluermn_vlmmlml.auninhc
federal government’s nuFsing-
home ratings system.

The kawesuit was filed by Califor-
nia's anormey general, Xavier Be-
cerra, and other prosecutors
against Brookdale, which oper-
ates mubiple nursing homes in
the state. The suit is among the
first of its kind 10 accuse nursing
lainés of submiting Eabse infor-
mirtion 0 Medicare's ratings pro-
ram. The system assigns stars —
one belng the worst, five being the
best — to the nation’s more than
15,000 fursing homes.

The system is powesed by
lrgely unaudited data submittesd
by nursing homes, including the
amount of time that nurses spensd
with residents, and in-person ex-
aminations by state health inspec-
Simee its rolilout more than a
decade ago, the rating system,
overseen by the US, O:mer's for
Medicare & Medicaid Services, or
CM.5, has become an essential
ool for nursing homes 1o woo po-
tential customers, It can mean the
difference  bhetween A nursing
hame's making of losing morey.

The Lawsust, brought in Superi-
or Court in California, comes on
the heets of o New York Times in-
vestigation that found the rating
system i5 beoken, The Times
found that much of the Informa-
tion that nursing homes, including
Brookdale's, submit tothe govern-
ment is Wrong, painting a badly
distorted picture of the quality of
care ot many homes. Nu
homes'  sleight-of-land  manes-
vering left the industry vuiners-
B when the coronavirus pan-
demic hit.

T the civse filed on Monslay, the
Callfornia prosecutors: saxd that
until April 2018, Brookdale won
“undeserved higher star ratings™
by submitting false information
about its staffing. In particular,
the lawsult said, the company ex-
agperated the number of hours
it registered murses w X

The prosecutors said Brookdale
had continued to game e statis-
tics even afier CMS. mpravesd
the way it collected staffing data
in an atempt o crack down on
nursing homes' inflating their fig-
wres. Seareing in 2018, C.M.S. be-
gan wsng payrill reconds, which
logged aurses’ daily bours, to cal-
culate the homes’ ratings, rather
than relying on nursing homes to
report the amount of tme nurses
spemt with patients. Prosecutors
accused Brookdale of “falsifying
its payroll-hased journals”

3 e
u

o, o LS T

Brookdale 1 Afract prospetive
patients and their familics. 1o jts
taciliies by misteading them
about its quality of care”

Prosecutors alsn  accused
Brookdale of Wegally evicting or
transferving residents so that the
chain could “fill its beds with resi-
dents who will bring in more
money” In ome instance high-
lighted in the swit, prosecutors
said Brookdale discharged a 78-
year-okd resident who had heart
and kidneey disease without re-
maving his catheter.

Heather Hunter, a spokeswom-
an for Broakdale, strongly denied
on Monday that the compamy had
“engaged in intentional or frady-
lent conduct.”

“We are disappointed in the
legations against the skilled mrs
ing industry” Ms. Hunter said.
“Publicizing unproven allegations
Is reckless and undermines the
public’s confidence in a service
necessary to the care of elderty in-
dividuals, especially during the
Covid19 pandensic”

The lawsuit seeks civil penal-
ties and an inpunction to prevent
fwure unlawiul conduct. Under
California kaw, civil penalties are
up to 52,500 per violation. In this
case, where the violations are
committed against seniors or poo-
ple with disabalitses, the law pro-
vides: for an additional penalty of
up to 52,500 per violation.

The Times previously reparied
that a Brookdale facility in Lex-
ingtom, Ky, told Medscare in 2017
that every resident gotan average
of 75 minines of care each day. In
reality, nurses at the Brookidale
Richmond Place facility spent an
average of less tan M minoes a
day with patient=. Brookiale re-
ceived five stars for staffing. Ab-
semt the inflated numbers, it prob-
ably: have received oy one
OF [Wa SLATs.

Atormer Brookdake nursing as-
sistant said in a deposition last
year that her supervisors had told
her to falsity residents’ medical
rocords to make it look as if they
received more care than they did.

To that point, Ms, Hunter told
The Times, “We have detailed
pokicies in place to ensure compli-
ance with C.MLS. reporting rules,
and we are nod aware of any in-
stance where inaccurate or false
information was submitted by any
of our commumities outside of the
comfines of the C.M.5. rues.”

Robert Gebelof contribated report-
ng
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Within weoks after the virus hir, Congress lnanched a barrge of

beneliis, rescae

TCTALAKER, TH MW YORE. TIMES
and send checks.

Amid Slump, How the U.S. Got It (Mostly) Right

FROM FIRST BUSINESS PAGE

Tholds e sitting on trillionsin s
ing= that coukd fuel an epic re-
bound as the health crisis eases.

Vet not everyone made it ivto
the liieboats wnscathed, if at all,
Millsons of Lxid-off workers waited
weeks or months to n receiv-
ing help, often with lasting finan-
cial consequences. Aid o hum-
dreds of thousands of small basi-
nesses dried up long before they
could welcome hack customers;
many will never reopen. Long
Kines al food banks and desperate
pless for help on social media re.
flected the number of peopbe who
slipped through the cracks.

“The damage that has been
done has occurred in a disparate
Fashion,” said Michelle Holder, a
John Jay College economist who
has studied the pandemics im-
pact. “Tt's oocurred amang kowsin:
come families. It's  occurred
among Black and brown Eaniles.
Its cenainly occurred among
fnmilies that did not have a lot of
resources o fall back on™

For many white-collar workers,
Dr. Holder said, the pandemic re-
cession miy one day look Fke a
mere “bump in the roml" But not
for those hit hardest.

“It wasn't just a bump in the
mwad if you were a low-wa
worker, if you were a low-incoms
family” she said, “Their ability to
FRCOVET s just not the same as
ours”

Jestis Quinone It his job s 3
manager al 4 warehouse in the
San Diego area early in the pa-
demic. He quickly found another
job — with & company that shut
down before he eoukd begin work,
He hasn't worked since.

It ook Me. Quinonez, &2, three
months to fight his way through
California's overwhelmed unem-
ployment insurance system and
begin receiving benefits. Less
han two months later. a $600-a-
week federal unemployment sup-
plement  expired, keaving  Mr
Quinonez, his wife and his four
chiliiren trying to subsiss on a few
hundred dollars a week in regular
unemployment benefits,

By Jaruary, Mr. Quinoner was
four months behind on rent on the
one-bedroom  trailer he shares
with his family. He hacl raided his
A0k} account, kaving o sav-
ings 4 few years before his ine
eended retirement. Government
nutrition assistance kept his fam-
ily fed, but it didn't help with the
Gar payment, or pay for tollet pa-

pen

“I started falling behind on my
bills, plain and simple.” he said.

Bul in December, Conpress
passad a $900 billion aid package,
which included 2 second round of
direct checks 10 households and
revived the expanded unem ploy-
ment programs. By January, Mr.
Quiinones wis sbde w pay off at

’

this year. Other forecasters have
similarly upgraded their projece
tions,

The recovery proved so strong
in part because businesses were
b to aelapt bester — and Ameri-
cans, [r better or warse, were
willing to take more risks — than
many people expected, allowing a
faster rebound in activity over the
summer. But the biggest factor
was thal Congress responded
mare quickly and forcefully than
in any past crisis — a particularty
remarkable ootcome given that
both the White House and Senate
were controlled by Republicans, a
party traditionafly skeptical of
programs fike unemployment in-
SUFARCE,

least part of s debt, enough to
hold o to the: trailer and his car
The next rownd of aid should carry
M. Quinonez untl be can work
again.

“As 5000 45 they lift the restric-
tinns and more peophe get vacc-
nat soe things coming b.wk
good,” e aaid *T expect 10 et &
job, and | expect to continue work-
i wnedl 1 retire”

Whether Mr. Caunanez's story
— amd millions more like it —
should count as a success or fail-
ure for public policy is parily a
matter  of  perspective.  Mr
puinones himself is snimpressed:
He worked and paid taxes for dec-
ades, then found himself sulyjec
10 2 decrepit State CompuEer 5ys-
tem and a divided Congress.

“Mow that we need them,
here’s oo freaking help.” he said.

Research from Eliza Forsythe,
an economist at the University of
THineis, found that from Jugne until
Feb. 17, only 41 percent of unem-
ployed workers had socess o
Derbefits, Some of the et were un
aware of their eligibility or cou
n't navigate the thicket of rules in
iheir states. Others simply wene
n't chigible. Asian workers, Black
workers and those with less edu-
cation were  disproportionately
Tepresentid amoag the nonsecip:-
ents.

The gaps and delays in the sys-
iem had consequences.

“The impac of thax is folks” hav-
ing to move out of their apart-
ments because they have this
money that’s supposed 1o be com-
i but they just haven't received
ii,” said Rebeoca Dinon, executive
darector of the National Emgloy-
ment Law Project, s worker advo-
cacy group. Others kepe their
homes because of eviction bans,
Tt bl thsir utilitiess shut off, Ms.
Dixon added, or wrned o food
banks to avoid going hungry —
measures of food  insecurity
surged in the pandemic.

Still, the federal governmen

P

workers than in any previous re-
cessian, Congress expanded the
safety net to cover millions of
workiers — Freelancers, part-tima
workers, the selemployed —
who are Jeft out in normal times,
At the peak East summer, the state
and federal unemployment sys-
Lems Were paying 35 billion a day
in benefits — money thas helped
workers avosd  evictions  and
tunger and that Aowed through
the econamy, preventing an even
Warse (MICome.

The recoed of other federal re-
sponses i similarly mixed. The
Paycheck Protection  Program
helped hundreds of thousamis of
small businesses but was plagwed
by administrative hiccups and, 3t
lesast acoording to some estimates,

saved relatively fow jobs. Direct

The response didn't
overcome the inequity
of the virus’s damage.

checks 1o howseholds similarly
helped Keep Families afloat, but
sent bllions of dodlars Lo ouse-
holds that were already finan-
cially stable, while failing to reach
some of those who needed the
help the mist — in Some cases be-
cause they had not fil
turns or did not have
counts.

Beyond the successes and fail-
ures of spedific programs, amy
evaluation of the broader econ-
oy needs to san with a ques-
tion: Compared with what?

Relazive 10 a world withou
Covid-19, the economy remains
deeply troubled. The United
States lad 8.5 million fewer jobs in
Febeiary than a year earlier,
holie deeper than in the worst
the last recession. Gross domestic
prodduct fell 3.5 percent in 2020,
making it amang the wors: years
o recrd

nareative aboat
Washington and about legiskating
and public policy is one of dys-
function, one of not being able 1o
rise 1o meet challenges, one of not
being e to g1 it together wo ad-
dress glaring problems, and |
think it's a well-earned narrative,”
saidl Michael R. Strain, an econo-
st & e American Enterprise
Instituge. “But when 1 ook back
owver the lnst year, that is just not
wha | see”

Congress didm't prevent o re-
cession.  But its  iMervention,
along with aggressive action from
the Federal Reserve, may have
prevented  something  muich
worse,

“We could have experienced
another Great Depression-like
event thar took years and years to
recover from, and we didn't” Dr.
Strain said,

Washinglon's moment of unity
didn't last. Democrats pushed for
another multirillion-dollar dose
of aid. Repiblicans, convinced
that the economy would rebound
Largely on its own once the pan-
demic eased, wanted a much
smaller package. The stalemate
lasted months, allowing aid o
househalds and businesses 1o
lapse. Economists are still debas-
img the long-term impact of that
delay, but there is lirtle doubt it re-
sulted in thousands of business
failures,

“We had this grand success that
policymakers acted so quickly in
passing 1Wo significant pieces of
legislation earty in the pandemic,
andl then they failed through the
whale tall in just the most frusiras-
ing of ways” said Wendy Edel
berg, director of the Hamibon
Project, an economic-policy anm
of the Brookings Inssiusion,
“Thar was just such an unforced
errar and created confusion and
neediess panic”

Beut wnlike in 2008, when Re puls
lican opposition prevented any
significant economic aid  after
President Barack Obama's first
few months in office, Congress did

did far mere for
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Relative to th y predictions
carly in the pandemic — when
economists hoped a briel shuor-
down would lee the country best
e virus, then pet quickly back 1o
wark — the downturn Bas been
long and damaging. But those
hopes were dashed not by a failure
of economic policy but by the vi-
rus itsed, and the filure to contain
it.

=If you want 1o think back on
what we gat wrong, really the fun-
damental ervors were about the
spread of the vires” said Karen
Drynam, & Harvard econoanist and
Treasury Department official dur-
ing the Obama administration.

But relative to the outcome thit
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forecasters fearcd in the worst
moments last Spring, the rebound
has been remarkably strong In
May, economists at  Goldman
Sachs predicted that the unem-
ployment rate would be 12 peroent
an the end of 2020 and wouldn't fall
below 6 percent until 2024, The
S team now expects the e
uo Bl to 4 percent by the e of

el The
000 hlillon in add passed in lute
December prevented millions of
people from losing umemployment
benefits, and helped sustain the
recovery at a moment when it
looked like it was faltering.

The $1.9 trillion plan that Demo-
ats pushed through Cor
this manth could help the Unied
States achieve something it taded
o dho after the kst recession: en-
stire a robaist recovery.

TF thist happens, it could funda-
mentally shift the narrative
around the pandemic recession,
The damage was deeply unequad,
and b SCORGMIC  TESpoiss,
though it helped many families
weather the storm, ddnt come
close 10 overcomang that inequiry.
But a recovery that restores jobs
quickly could help workers ke |
M, Quinomes, get back on rack,

“Tt's just & bad year, and you just
chose the page and move on and
try to make the best of the new
days and new years,” he said,
“Things are going 10 get beter”
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Far Right Expands Web Reach,
With Sites Tied to Epoch Media

FRoM FIRST BUSINESS PAcE
those ised by Epoch Media prop-
erties,

The websites illusirate how
conservative medin crganizations
that spread misleading informa-
tion, facing crackdowns by the
lnrgest social petworks, are cast-
Ing a wider net to reach online au-
diences. Epoch Media, whichis af-
filiaved with the Chinese spiritual
mivesvent Falun Gong, regularty
publishes anti-Chinese Comms-
nist Party content as well as con-
spiracy  theory-daden  artiches
ahoat Qanon and unfounded alle-
gations. of widespread voter fraud
i the 2020 eection.

The biggest social media con-
pramies, like Facebook, Twitter sl
YouTube, hove taken steps to limis
misinformaton in recent months,
nemoving thousands of accounts,
inclading former President Don-
ald 1. Trumps. Since then, many
right-wing pundits moved to mes-
saging services like Parer and
Telegram, and media autlets pab-
lishing conservative paints of
view tirned o sther services.

Epoch Media appears to be “an-
ticipating a move by the bigger
companies o push them off the
more mainstream patonms,” sakd
Joan Dawovan, e research diec-
tor of Harvard University's Shor-
ensbein Center on Media, Politics
and Public Palicy.

The ownership of the websies
i unclear. Atleast one, Youmaker,
discloses a video partnership with
the Epoch Media Group. Mamy
others do not discose any ties
‘with Epech, The Global Disinfor-
mation  Imdex, & ponprofit re-

search group, found the ties
amsong the 2iles by analyzing their
hosting records, website analyrics
and advertiser identifiers,

Right on Times does not dis-
close amy partnership with Epoch,
Bof di the two webgites share a
upsiguee digital ientifier, Bug when
It launched in October, iis articles
were posted on social media by
Epoch ernployees. Right on Times
akso had a prominent ad campadgn
o Epoch properties, and it incld-
ed many articles from Epoch
propenies on its service. Those
actions Jed disinformation re-
searchers, inchuding those ai the
Ghobal Disinformation Index, w
comciuche there wies coordination.

Epach Times sald that Bight an
Times was one of its advertisers,
and that Youmaker was an “inde-
pendent business panner” Sage-
book, the company said, was be-
ing phased ot (The Sagebook
site wiis no longer accessible as of
last week.)

“The premise of your article is
incorrect,” e compaiy said in an
enmail, “The Epach Times does not
deal in conspiracy theories. We
pride ourselves on rigorous, fact-
based reporting, which has at-
tracted a large and rapidly grow-
ing audience.”

The largest media brand run by
the Epach Media Group remains
The Epoch Times, whicl regu-
larly pablishes pro-Trumg misine
formation. In the past year, art-
cless from The: Epoch Times gar-
mered 1237 million likes and
shares on social media, according
b the social media analysis ool
Buzzsuma. It has tens of millions

af soctal medin followers and has
become a true rival of suceesafl
conservitive  outlers  like The
Daily Caller and Breithart News.
Tt now hias dogens of international
wersions.

In 2018 and 2020, Facebook al-
leged links between The Epoch
Times and brands including “The
BL" and “Truth Media” saying
they were all part of the Falun
Gong orbit, The brands operated
hundreds of accounts that auto-
matically published posts on
Facebook at a rapid clip about
conservative ideology and the
2020 election, as well s misinfor-
mation about the coronavirus.
Eventually, Facebook ruled that
many of those accounts vielated
s “coordinated inauthentic be-
havior” palicies. The comparny re
mereed them in two separate take-
downs.

“We have clarified repetedly
that The Epoech Times has no rela-
tionship with The BL and Truth
Media,” Epoch Media sald.

Epoch begar to make use of the
alternative socinl medin  plist
forms, like Sagebook and
Youmaker, in lave 2020. Youmaker
elraws about L5

T
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and Right on Times's traffic had
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o January, Youmakers most

jumped 715 percent, g 1o
SimilarWeb dia.

Muchi of the content on the sites
is shared from The
For momhs, the websites have
pushed stories and videos ampl-
ing of

ahout Ashli Babbit, who \\a! shot
by a Capétol Police officer ns she
and a group of M Trump's sup-
porters swarmed the Capitol; it
was viewed over 400,000 times.
also powers video on

mass voter frand.

Groups said to spread
conspiracies and
misinformation.

On Sagebook, a stream of
storles favorable to Mr Tramp

and densancing President Biden
daminated the social petwork at

itors per month, sccording to data
frorm e website analytics com-
pany SimsilarWeb, Sagebook at-
eractedd 38,000 monthly visitors
and Right on Times sees 15,004,
according 10 SimilarWeb data.
While small, the audsence has
grown quickly, Compansd with
last Movember, In January

the the  year
“=StopTheSteal.  This  election
gt over” read one past of Sage-
bk

“Anth CCP caravan at the Mil-
lion MAGA March in Washington
no = TAKEDOWNTHECCP
= siopthesteal #Chinadoe” said
another post. It inchaded a picture

The Epoch Tanes welsite.

AT Lhe inaugi ration of Presi-
dent Baden on Jan. 20, the web-
siwes switched thedr focus 1o pub-
lishing articles that eriticized Mr.
Bidden amd his administration

“In major speech, Biden reveals
his deep misunsderstanding of for-
efgn poltcy” sadd @ headline col-
lected by the news aggregator
Right on Times. Another aggre-
paved article highlighted com-
ments from Mike Poaspen, the for-
mer secretary of state,in which he
crificized Mr Biden's podicy shift
towand China as “disheartening.”

The money behind Epoch Me-
dia, like the funding behind the
new Venhiures, remaing cloudy
Former employees  previously
tokd The New York Times tha: The
Epoch Times was financed by a
of subscriptions, ads

afacar o its Foaf

Youmaker's traffic had
by 42 percent, Sagebooks in-
ereased by nearly 300 percent,

that measd: “CCP spread Covid-15,
Say no to comamumism”

i

K..on,g practitioners.
“There are only a few peaple in

wealthy Falun

this workl, and few entities or or-
ganizations in chis world, that
coulid prentially bulkd the infra-
struetire that woald rival the big
mainstream social platdomms,” Dr,
Danovan, the disinformation e
searcher, said.
“Iv's eritical that we keep an

on these cloaked infrastructures
o make sure it clear who owns
thern, how they are managed and
Torw: they play into the rest of our
information ecosystem,” she add-
e

The tech companies said they
enforced their polickes against Ep-
oeh Media properties on their
platforms as needed. The social
networks have a listory of remov-
ng posts and Enks that have ties
0 mecounts and publications that
it has banmed in the pas. They say
they will contimse o be on the
lonkout far spam or coordinated
Inauthentic behavior from the
TEW sites

“We've taken enforcement ac-
tors against Epoch Medéa and re-
Iated groups several times” a
Faceboak  spokesman,  Andy
Stoeie, said i 4 statement. B we
discover that Epoch is engaging in
deceptive acuions in the fuire we
will enforce against them.”

“All publishers musi abide by
our poliches” sald Michael Ack
man, a spokesaEan for
which owns YouTube. YouTube re-
censly suspended The Epoch
Times from its partner progrm
for viodating its palicies on contro-
versial issues  and  sensitive
events and harmful and danger-
ous acts, and prohibited it from
EAPning adVErtising money o e
platform. “If we find content that
vinlntes those policies, we take the
appropriate action”

Michasl K. Kaller, Jacob Meschke
ard Ban Dacker contributed data
analysis.

China’s Techies Are Down on Tycoons but Can't Get Enough of Musk

PR FIRST BUSINESS PAGE
provlems at their most fandamen-
tal level. A stack of books by Chi-
nese authors promises to reveal
the secrets of the “Sfieon Valley
Tron Man,” which is the nickname
that seems to have stuck in China,
not King of Mars or Rocket Man.
In:a long thresd about Me Musk
o the question-and-answer Site
Zhili, & user named Moonshake
writes that mast people stam out
full of hope but gradually accepe
the “mediocrity” thit is their fme
“Only a superman like Musk
can mave past the endiess medi-
ocriey and toward the infinie, to
see the magnificence of the uni-
verse,” Moonshake writes.
Another user in the same

THI, WEW VOB TS
Tech bosses in China 1|m Al

without

righ men ar il Daisiness-

more advanced or productive.

The fesling among young Chi-
mese peope that they are fighting
barder for o stimmer chance at
material gain is beading them o
hope to “reorganize life in a differ-
ent way” sasl Biso Xiang, who
stuidies social change in China and
isdirectorof the Max Planck Instl-
ate for Social Amthropology in
Garmany.

Beyond criticizing the tech in-
dustry’s high-pressure work cul-
ture and the gig economy's labor
abuses, young Chinese people are
mwowe skepeical of the vast influ-
ence that internet platforms ke
Alibaba's wield over commerce

thread says he nams

to express his admiradon The
user did not reply to & message
seeking further comment.

Teska's giant factory  oear
Shanghal started production in
201% and helped rampup the com-
pany’s manufacluring capacity.
When Tesla's share price hita mew
high:in Janmary, making M Musk
the planet’s wealthiest man, Chi-
nese fans clamed credit (Mr
Musk's reaction w the news —
“Well, back 1o work ... " — was
liked 22,000 times on the Chinese
social platform Weiba,)

Later that month, ag Mr. Musk
endorsed the run-up in Gemesiog
shares, many in China were riv-
eted, drawn to the drama by the
samve disirust of big financlal kst
turions.

“Occupy Wall Streer coukd
never be copied in China,” sail
Suji Yan, an emrepreneur and in-
vestor in Shanghai. To do thas,
“your'd have go on the streeta,” he
sald. Buying protest stocks is
wafer.

The dispiritedness that many
Chinese tech workers have for
their industry is compaunded iy
their feeling that it is nolonger re-
ally inventing of inmovaring.
Wihike Mr. Musk is off building fie-
turistic cars and colonizing the
cosm0s, they see the best minds of
their generation designing cell-
phare ganses, figuring out how Lo
pat mmore Gds on socinl media amd
speculaing in real estate.

“China doesa't have Silicon V-
lsy madmen anymone” Mr Yan
said. Tech bosses “have all be-
coms cardbonrd cutowts,” Te said,
and investors wort touch sdeas
that seem remately “crazy”

Me Musk's acofytes are a pas-
siomate bunch everywhene. Bus in
China, his popalarity is helped by
the authoritarian government's
embraceof Tesla — and vice versa
— when the United States and
China have never trasted each
other's high-tech companies bess.

Me MuskTias peased the intells-
gence of the Chinese officials he
met while preparing w open the
Shaighal factory. The company, i
a first for a foreign cammaker in
China, has been allowed to run its
plant without a local partner.

People in China marveled a1 the
wiy Mz Musk handled the coun-
try's hard-nosed authorities. They
have been mare critical of the
ways he has sometimes treated
hig own workers. He lashed ou
last year at California health offi-

Suji Yan,

cials who demanded that a Tesla
Facinry there remain closed ot of
comnavirus concerns. The com-
pany has alse come under scru-
iy for warkplace injuries and ra-
cial diserimination.

“He is a real dreamer and cre-
ator, yet he is also o coldbiooded,
self-absorbed  megalomanine,”
Hong Bo, a longgime tech com-
mentator in China whe writes un-
der the nume Keso, sadd of Mr.
Musk. “1 admire his cournge in
breaking with outdated conven-

‘He's everybody’s
hope,’ said a tech
executive in Shanghai.

tions, and yet 1 intensely dislike
his trampling on the bottom lines
of humanitg”

Mr. Musk and Testa did not re-
spond to emails requesting coms
ment

The: fruseration with Big Tech is
part of a wider malakse in Ching.
For many Yousg peojple, decades
of breakneck econmmic growth
seem 1o have resulted in ondy
fiercer competition for ppportLs-
tes, less stability amd less say
over the direction of thedr lives.

o the Chinese internet, the
term that has caprured the mood
s “imvalution,” previsusly used by
anthrapologists to deseribe agrir-
lan socheties that grew In size or

1 . Still, Professor Miang
believes people in China have nat
wurned sgainst businesses that de-
tiver technological advancements
afa more tangible nature, which is
why Mr Musk's indusirial opil-
mism =il has appeal.

“Theyre not really ogainst
tech” Professor Xiang  said.
“They re more against this kind of
platform-style mankpulation of so-
ial redagions.”

Chinsa does ot lack for outspo:
ken tech tycoons. 10s just thar
thelr careers never seem o go
very far without running into
troubie.

There ia Justin Sun, the cryp
tocurpency whiz who paid $4.6
million e dine with Warren E.
Buffert but later apelogized for

men” than as Musk-like visionar-
e, sl Flex Yang, a co-fou nder of
Babel Finance, a Hong Kong
provides of financial services for
CrypocurTencies.

The two Mas, who are not relat-
ed, were merey “inthe right place
ar the right tims,” Mr. Yang said,

Jwck Ma and Mr. Musk shared a
stage at a Shanghai tech confer-

ence in 2018 There may never
have been a more mismatched
pair. Mr Ma was eamest and en-
gaged, at ease in the raleof confer-
ence grandee. Mr Musk was fidg-
ety and jokey. The two did & great
deal of talking right past each
other. Me. Ma sald the answer to
superintelligent  machines was
better education for humans, At
this, Mr. Misk merely laughed.

In a compilation of awkward
maments from the event pasted
o the video site Bifibili, the com-
menis ane brutal, mostly to Mr,
Ma.

“This Is the person who ln China
was omee looKed up b &2 a god,”
one person wrote. “In the pres-
ence of o real master, he is like a
performing monkey"

Aldibabia declined to comment,

-.mmnm-mm...m.m« m‘m,m,,w o
o M et e

motlon.” Or Jia
Yuesting, whis 86 ou b best A
in smanphores and became bur-
fed in debe. Even Mr Ma of Al-
Fhaba appears to have helped ci-

alyze the s crack-
down against kim by spmklrl.v. a
litthe oo frankly at an event aboat
his annoyance with regulators.
Still, Mr. Musk's devil-may-care
style would probably attract linke
motice in China were he nat seen
as trying to tackle blg problems
for civilization like sustainable en-

enu In @ country where maost
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hnn: ahout mostly vast mwﬂwr-
ments to their lives, there & less
c'_vnica‘smabmn the far future than
in the West.

Young Chinese people see Jack
Ma and Pomy Ma, head of the so-
chil media giant Tencent, “more as

IRPST, T M4, 1A ASSCTATID PR

Ebon Musk comsmemorating the firs Tesla Model 3 cars made in Shanghai
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VIRUS FALLOUT

They’re Uncounted as Unemployed and Eager to Work

FROM FIRET DUSINESS PAGE

to emerge from the pandemic's
vise, whether those who have beft
the Ebor force return to work —
and if so, how quickly — is ome of
the big questions abalt the shape
of the recovery.

“There are a kot of dimensions
related to the pandemic that 1
think are driving this plesom-
. said Eliza Forsythe, a lnbor
economist at the Universigy of 11k
s, *We don’t really know what
the kng4erm consequences are
going b be becauss il is different
Fram the past”

There is some reason for opli-

Pandemic-specific
choices lend to a false
read on the jobless.

6.2%

Tha unamgioyment rate in
Fabnsary, which doasn't count
milions who stepped askde for
heaith or careghing ressons.

mism. Economists expect that
rany Wl have et the Labor force
I the st year will return to work
once health concerns and child
care issues are alleviated. And
they are optimistic that as the la-
bor markes hests up, it will draw
in workers who grew disen-
chanted with the job search,

Mr. Hesse, for instance, saicd he
planned to look for a new job in
earnest once he s vaccinated and
hoped to gobivck to work this year.

Moreover, after the last reces-
Si0n, MANY ecOnMmists said tose

who left the labor force were un-
likely to come h.\rk whether Iu-

sis, @ boss of skills or other rea-
soms. Yet labor force participation,
adjusted for demographic shifts,
eventually returned to its previ-
ous Jeved

But the speed with which the
pandemic has driven workers
fram the kabor force has had dev-
astating effects that could leave
lasting damage.

The labor force participation
rate among those 16 or oder has
dropped to about 61 percent from
63 percemt in February 2020
Among prime age workers —
thige 2510 54 — it has declined (o
&l percent from 83 percent.

Wiomen in their prime working
wears have quit the iabor force &t
nearly twice the rate of med, ac-
cording o research by Wells
Fargp, partly because more wom-
en waork in induseries fike leisure
and hospiraliey that are bess suited
to social distancing and partly be-
calse Women are more likely o
bear the burden of chikl care, The
share of Black women who w
left the labor force i more than
twice the share of white men.

‘Then there are the many people

who may be seeking a job but who
are unavailable w take one be-
cause of health concerns, iiness
or caretaking obligations, putting
them in what ecomomists say is
something of a gray area — be-
rween being unemployed and not
in the labor force — that has be-
come mare common during the
pandemic.

A single mother, Frankie Wiley,
B, worked as a housekeeper at a
resort in Bloomington, Minr., up-
1l she was laid off kst March. She
woulld like a paid job, but she
o stay home with her [l-year-okd
daughter, who is astending school
remately.

“I take care of her, so I'm her
only suppont.” she sakl. She snid
she plans to return to work once
her daughter can go back
schoal safely.

Older workers have exited the
work force in droves, including
those Wi left out of health con-
cernsor idlness or who ook the op-
portiifity 1o retire eary Among
those 55 or above, labor force par-
ticipation has fllen 1o 38 percent
fram 40 percent in the tast year.

A sty from the research firm
Onctord Economics estimates that
aroungd two million workers have
beft the labor force (o retire since
the start of the pandemic, mone
than twice the kevel in 2019,

That was the case for Ed Hoag,
apublic libearian for 15 years, who
decided on an early retirement

EAPia, STHOCRIFELD FOR THE NEW YORK TRIES

kst summer out of concerns for
his ealth. He and his wie have no
children, and he was worried that
il either of them got sick, there
would be no one 1o take care of
them.

Now &, he spends his days
reading at his home in Lam-
bertville, N1, where he moved &
fEw Years ago in anticipation of a
retirement that had once seemed
mmisch fuirther off

“I do mess working.” he said, *1
miss my colkeagues and | miss the
activity of the fibrary, the people
that would come in, the jobs we
did. I do miss all that interaction.
But I think that far myself and my
wife, it was the right decision to
make”

For the legion of older workers
who o return o work afver
the pandemmic, 4 challenging path
may lie ahead. Studies show that
older people whe leave the work
force will have a more difficult
time re-entering it because of age
discrimination and other reasons.
11 that reakity holds during the re-
cnovery, the number of ehier work-
ers who have left the labor force —
wither because they could not I|nd
 job or because they retined ea

— enuld be one of the pandern;
enduring CONSEqUENCES.

1

Ed Hoag, abave, retired in 2020,
carfier than he'd planned,
bescnizse e didn't feel 8 was
safe to requrn to his work as a
public librarian becuss of
Covid-19. Rober Hesse, left,
says he pans 1o boak for & job in
earnest once he is vaccinated.

Even in a tighe labor market,
bng-term unemployed workers
faced a stigma, said Maria Heid-
kamp, the director of the New
Stant Coreer MNetwork, which
helps obder job seekers in Mew
Jersey.

“Iin aiddition to any age, race or
gender discrimination that they
msay already encounter, there’s
ot of evidence that i is easier o
et a job if you already have & job,”
she said. Though employers may
averiook any pandemic résumé
it sher said, “there’s no renson to
think that that is going to be differ-
e for these people, who are on
the sidedines Faght now who want
o come back™

Still, because of the pandenmic's
uRniqUE eCONOMIc impact, many
economists believe that the ex-
traordinary number of people
who have left the labor force will
b more of & temporary Wip than

One ng  question &S
whether employers. s in the past,
will ook askance at those who
have been out of the kabor foree far
& significani time,

of & deeper structural
sse.

=1 dhan't think overall the LS. la-
b farce PArGEpaion rale is go-
ing o pet stuck at a lower rate”

ARSI YDXOM FOR TR NEW VORK TIMES

said Betsey Stevenson, a profes-
sor of econamics and public policy
at the University of Michigan, who
was a member of Presidem
Barack (hama’s Council of Eco-
nomic Advisers.

Already there is evidence that
peaple who left the lsbor force are
FetLrmng to work,

Labor  participation  among
young people, which mmbled in
the early stages of the pandemic

rebounded significantly as
service industries bounce back,

A as the vaccination rate con-
tinues to rise and restrictions on
activity kift across the counery,
many mare peaple whi have lelt
the work Iorce are beginning o
|I|ul their returns.

Since Heather Kilpatrick lost
her job in privare-event sales last
March, she has spent her days at
home in East Boston caring for
her daughter, now 3,

Withous her additional income,
she and Iver husband, co-owner of
e, could no langer af-
ford day care at the local YM.CA,
So alhough Ms. Kilpatrick, 38,
hed o go back 10 work, she felt
4 if she were trying 1o solve a
chicken-or-egg dilemma.

“Mo disrespect 1o women who
want e stay home, but that's
never been me,” she said.

Recenaly, she finally sccepied a
e job working from home
A rEstAurEnt group.

Her job besgan last weak.

Stimulus Package Expands Medicaid
In Effort to Fight Maternal Mortality

By SARAH KLIFF

It's easy 1o overlook amid the
hundireds of pages of the $1.9
trillion stimuhes lan President
Biden signed inio law Thursday,
but a short section aims to com-
bat America’s maternal mortality
crises by expanding heaith cover-
e foF ew motlsers.

The United States his the
highest rate of maternal deaths
i the industrialized world. A
third of those hs: happen
after delivery, when a significant
share of AmMerkcan wimen expe-
Fience a gap in coverage.

Under curre r all states
provide Medicakd coverage to
law-income wamen who are
pregnant. More than 40 percent
of babies born each year in the
United States are 1o mothers
enrolled in the public health
program.

But coverage runs oat 60 days
aflter delivery, causing many
waomen 1o become uninsured
shortly after giving birth,

The American Rescue Plan
will let stares extend Medicsid
coverage for a full year, and
provides federal funding 1o do so,
As with the enhanced child tax
credi

which dectined through mos: of
the 2ikih century but has in-
creased in the last few decades.
Black mothers have o signifi-
cantly higher martality rate than
white moehers, and women giv-
ing hirth in the United States
over all ase iwice as likely 1o die
as those in Canada, and five
times as lkely as these in Ger-
many.

A recent study found that 20
percent of uminsured new math-
ers skipped care because of cost,
ndl half worried about ot being
abile o afford their medical bills,

“These aren't people who are
ured because they don't
valuable, or don't have
health concerns,” said Stacey
MeMorrow, a pring
associate at the Url
and author of the s
are people who have medical
needs.”

Her research found that, be-
tween 2015 and 2018, 115 percent
of new maothers lacked health
insurance coverage. That rte is
alightly higher than the general
population’s, Abous half of thise
uninsured women were Hispanic,
and two-thirds lived in the South.

i 15 another SEUiLS
that bolsters the safety net
SUPPOFting low-income parents
in the United States

“Ilincis has ope of the highest
meaternal death rates for Black
mothers, which is very concern-
iﬂg 10 me” said Senator T:JI!III!}I
Duckworth, Democrat of Hkinois,
wio has written legislation call
ing for this policy clange. “Thess
are alkso communitics that have
been especially hard hit by the
pandemic™

Legislators have become in-
creasingly concerned about the
natine's maternal morealiny

The rate for new
mathers is especially high in
states that do pot participate in
the Affordable Care Act's Medic:
aid expansion, which provides
public coverage o all citizens
wher earn less than 133 percent af
the federal poverty line,

Recent studies have found thist
increased Medicaid access for

TheUpshot
The Upshol provides mews, analyss
and graphecs about politics, policy
and avaryday lita,
nytimas.com; upshot

the general poputation, which
will cover some new mothers, is
associated with bower matermal
mortality and more use of medi-
cal care in the postpartum year.
Extending Medicaid coverage
longer would also help women
comply with new postpartum
guidefines from the American
College of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists. In 2008, it began
recommending that pestpanium
cane be deliversd as a series of
it from three o 12 weeks
er delivery, Before that, the
amsociation recommended only
one viskt at six weeks after birth.
“This is an evidence-based,
well-supported propesal,” sid
Katy Kozhimannil, a professor of

‘They are people
who have medical
needs.’

Siscey McMorrow of the Urben
Istitide

health policy at the Unaversity of
Minnesota, “It would be ex
tremely helplul for women o
have financial access 1o health
imsurance and health care after
they deliver”

She said the extension of past-
partum Medicaid should be seen
i the contexe of e larger set of
benehils the stimulus will provide
parents. There are the $L400
checks for each family memibser,
imchuding children, thas will go
out 1o most Americans. The new
child tax eredit will also provide
big financial boosts for many
tamibies with children.

Taken together. the changes i
the stimulus should lessen the
financial strain that comes with
becoming a parent, both for

ALY A
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amd gaps in the safety et
remain. The United States does
not guarantee paid keave for new
parentis. States will have o sign
up to add this benedit 1o Medsc-
ald, and pay a share of the costs,
Even in states that do make that
decision, new mothers could seill
find themselves uninsured after
the year of coverage ends.

“It"s am importan sepping:
stone, bt (¢ kicks the can down
the road a bit,” said Ms. McMar-
row of the Urban Institute,
“Twelve months later, this cover-
ape will still run out”™

The banket permission for all
suates (o expand this coverage is
also A reversal of a stance by the
Trump administration. In recent
years, five states requested
WAIVETS 10 lengthen Medicaid
coverage lor new mothers. Fed-
eral officials never responded.

States will no longer have 1o
o through a lengthy waiver
application to-extend pestpartum
Medicaid coverage. lstead, they
can motify the federsl govern-
ment they plan to provide the
benefit and move forward with-
ot waiting for any additiorsl
approval,

States did CoNtnE 1o cover
new miothers last year becanse of
federal rules requiring them to
Keep all beneficiaries enrolled
until the end of the public healih
emergency. The new stimulus
wlicy will begin Apeil 2022, and
B requires states 10 ope in. The
Congressional Budget Office
estimates. coverage will cost a
eotal of $1,500 per person; states
will have 10 pay a share of that.
The policy is set to phase out in
Fivee yearg, bist deafiers BRe Sends.
ror Duckworth hope 10 see it
mide permanent eventually,

“We know, in the long run, it
€081 18 more if we do't take
care of this problem,” she said.

States acrosa the political
spectrum have already shown
Enterest in extending pastpartim
coverage for new mathers. Cali-
fornia and Texas have used siate
Sursds to provide this type of
coverage. Mississippi and Mary-
land legislators recently iniro-
duced a bill thag would create a
ar program in their st
What We've seen is that red
states, biue states and purpbe
= taking up the issue”
said Skye Perryman, chief legal
wfficer for the American College
of Obstetricians and Gynecolo-
gists.

Virus Digest

TRAVEL

Airlines See Demand Increasing
As Vaccinations Accelerate

The future for the travel industry
i booking @ lirtle brighter as more
AmMEricans get vaccinated, states
open up and resorts sell our, the
nation's largest airlines said Mon-
dany.

Speaking st the 1P Morgan In-
dustrial Conference on Monday,
the chief executive of Delta Air
Lines, Ed Bastian, said he was
starting to see “real glimmers of
hope” as tieket sabes ocebe

“The: real story for the qui
Eicked in abous five to six weeks
ago when we started to see book-
ings pick up,” Mr. Bastian said.
“That coincided clearly with con-
fidence in the marketplace, peo-
ple starting w book their spring
and summer plans.”

Airlimes have siffered steep
Iosses sinoe the pandemic began,
but that trend appears 1o be eas-
ing. Mr. Bastian sald thar Delta
could end March with zero “cash
burn,” a sel-defined measure of
spending o0 core pperations and
investments. At the same confer-
ence, the United Airtines chie
ecutive, Scou Kirby, said his com-

any would end the morth having
ahen i mare cash from opera-
thons than it spent.

At the conference and in securi-
hes filings, the natlon's four larg-
st Airlings — Amerscan Airtines,
Depta, United and Southwest Adr-
lines — expressed guarded confi-
dence that their business was on
the mend.

i iSN'L OVET, Of Course,
eriainly are seeing the
Beginning of whas foels like a very
targe uptick” Doug Parker, the
chief executive of American Air-
lines, said at the conference
NIRAJ CHOXSHI

Dreal for Extended Stay America
Is $6 Billion Bet on Rebound
The investment firms Blackstone
and Starwood Capital anpounced
on Monday that they planned o
acquire the howel operator Ex-
tended Stay America for 38 bil-
lion, the latest deal premised on a
post-pandemic rebound in travel.

The deal is 3 bet that the mid-
ter hoted chain that provides
guedss  with  amenities  like
kitchens and laundry facilitics
will prosper as the LS. economy
recoviers. The chain had a 74 pes-
cENt DCCUPAnCY rate last year,
abave the industry average, with
many rooms filled by essential
workers.

The company's mew owners
hope these mams will soan sdd
mire tourists and traveling pro-
fessionals. Extended Stay has
about 600 Jocations across the
United States.

“Our occupancy levels acrmes
the brad now rival the pre-Covid
bevels” Bruce Haase, Extended
Srays chief executive, 1old ana-
byt on the company’s earmings
call Last month. “And unlike the
rest of the industry that was still
reaching for occupancy, we can
oW e much of our afenton 1o

The company’s shares have
more than doubled over the pass
year, and the acquisition offer is a
15 percent premium to its closing
szock price at the end of last week
LAUREN HIRSCH

ECONGMY
Pandemic ltems Are Added
To LK. Inflation Index

As millions of peopile began work-
ing, exercising and doing just
about everything from home dur-
ing the pandemic, sales of sweat
pams and dumbbefls surged
endugh to warry the fashion in-
dustry about a shortage of leisure
wear. Britains statisticing ex-
pect those consumer wrends o
stick around.

Hand weights and men's
loungewear pants, abng with
hand sanitzer, have been addecd
& U ISt of items e Office for
National SIalistics uses o irack
prices and culculate Britains in-
fation rate, the sutistics agency
said Monday. Women's sweal-
shirts were also addid 10 expand
the women's casuinl wear section.

Every year, the basket of goods
and services, which has more
than TH) items in it, is updated.
This year, I7T products were added
and 1 were removed from the of-
ficial shopping cart. The updated
st i part trend report, part ac-
demic statistical analy

Among the changes:

® Hybrid and edectric cars were
added. Purchases have increased
in anticipation of copventiona
cars being phased out. The gov-
emment plans to ban the sale of | £
cars that run solely on gas and |3
diesel by 2030, |12

o.qsmvmatrh and smart lighe }
bulbh were added, reflecting the | £
growing popilirity of connected |
devices. (Smart speakers were ak- |
ready included.)

® The “saff re:
wich" — that is, a sandwich froma |
company cafeteria was re-| s
moved beeause the number of |

mu.."n‘

nt sand- |

fice) are bringing lunches from |
outside thisr workplace,

ESHE NELSON [
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N.C.A.A. TOURNAMENT

64 Teams
With Joy
That Can't
Be Masked

By NATALIE WEINER

In some ways, Selection Monday
Inoked the same as it always has. Teams
anticipated their places in the N.CAA
women's basketball tournament bracket
from conference rooms and arenas
around the country, their anxiety and cel-
ebrations shared with ESPN's audience.

OVEr a year into the COoronavires pan-
demic, though, it was hard to watch with-
out being reminded of a giant Zoom call
10 ENMIMEMOTale A milestone (rom a dis-
tance, And making this year's 64-team
N.CAA. wournament field is a huge mile-
stone, even for programs that typically
would be shocked mot 1w have been se-
lecred,

When Stanford was announced as the
No. | seed overall, the players' cheers on
the court expressed whan their smibes,
hadden belsind masks, could not, The Car-
inal, who were led by the senior guard
Kiana Williams, knew what it was like
not to have te chance to compete in the
wurnament, which was cancebed kst
year.

Tl

Cardinal clinched e
Pac-12 Conference Lourna-
ment championship for
the first time since 2014
with a 20-point wictary
against  UCLA. on
March 7 after losing
only twice in the regu-
lar season, which includ-
ed nine weeks of practice
and play in Las Vegas.

Santa Clara County, Calil, which en-
compasses the Stanford camps, started
TesLricting sports participation late last
year because of the coromavirs, so the
Cardinal made their home base at UN-
LTS arena, the Thomas & Mack Center,
until those restrictions were lifted.

Stilll, they managed 10 develop one of
their most CoOmpetitive teams in years.

In December, Stanford's Tara Van-
Derveer became the coach with the most
victories in Dhvision | women's college
basketball, surpassing Pat Summitt, the
former Tennessee coach who died in
2006, with her 1,095th win. Now Vin-
Dervesr and the Cardisal are in 2 strong
position 0 compete for their third
MN.C.AA. title and their first since |

The other Mo, | seeds were Connecti-
cut, South Carolina and North Carolina
State

Thsere were plenty of SUFPrises among
the 33 at-large selections and 31 aute-
matic bids for the tournament that be-
gans with the round of 54 on Sunday.

Hours before the field was revealed,
UConn announced that is coach, ©
Auriemma, had tested positive for the co-
ronavirus and would not immediately
travel with the team to Texas, where the
tournament is being played

“T'm Feeling wedl but disappointed that
[will b away from the team for the nex
several days,” said Auriemma, who has
won 11 natsonal champsonships with the
Huskies.

Because all the games will be played in
one state rather than sprawled across
sites around the couniry, the bracket
looked lke a smoother ranking of the
teams, 1-64, than it would in another year
in which geographical consideratnns
would be given more weight. The four re-
mrons that splic up the bracket were
named after San Antonio landmarks:
Alamo, Hemisfair, Mescado and River
Walk.

The toughest region might be topped
by Mo, | UCann and Mo, 2 Baylor. Placing
the defending champion, Baylor, and a
perpetual fivarite, UConn, in the same
region is a way for the selection commit-
tee to potentially continue what has, over
e rast discacle, becone semieching of a
rivalry. As it stands now, each team has
beaten the other four times. Also in the
region, No. 3 seed Tennessee and No, 4
seed Kemtucky are both battle ested
thanks to their slog through the South-
eastern Conference, where both churned
out nine wins that spotdighted their re-
spective stars Rennia Davis and Rhyne
Howard.

Some of the seeding tracked with the

ALIYAH
BOSTON

Stanford, relocated for
months because of the
virus, took the top spot.

changes in the metrics used by the
N.CAA. Selectin COMmMles 10 assess
teams, The commitee used the
MN.CAAS composite NET ranking on the
women's side for the first time this year
as one of the 14 criteria thar determine
teams’ eligibility and seeding. Although
the metric was intended to provide some
transparency, it alse gave some fans
more fuel for grievances. Rutgers fans,
for example, might wonder how a tesm
ranked No. 12 over all, according o NET,
wound upas a Mo § seed.

The kwer seeds akso show some of the
limits of the most nalyt-
le=. High Point, Bradley and Stony Brook
ar slated wcompete in the Division 1
tournament for the firs1 time, as is Utah
Valley, which was selected in place of
California Baptist to represent the West-
ern Athdetic Conference. California Bap-
tist went undefeated and won the WAC

@he New Aork Times

PAIGE
BUECKERS

A Decade of Championships
While Connacticut has won fie

of the kast 10 nabonal championships,
e Huskies have nat bean to the
final since 2016,

Clockwise from top right:
Stanford, N.C. State,
Connecticut and South
Carolina received No. 1 seeds,

tournament title, but is only in its third

VERH  CHAMPON RUNNER-UF
year comps at the Division 1 level
018 Faer it D and not yet eligible.
0 et P Wyoming, which won its first Moun-
1ain West title last week while becoming
BINE:, N ), Iy P the first No, 7 seeded team 1o win that
2008 Comsmctint Syrmcume conference’s tournament, made the field
for anly the second time, in large part be-
o Nk s e canse of a defense that rebounds 74 per-
W4 Comctid ks Chwrse. cent of its opponents’ misses, according
iy & H i 0 Her Hoop Staes. Wyoming earned 2
No, M seed. Virginia Comrmonwealth
083 darer il University, a No, 13 seed, also earned its
e T ABM Fotre Come: second tournament bid behind a tithe run
oty i in the Atlantic 10 Conference tourna-

P, o
KATH WL ASRCCIATID FRESS:
EICHARD) SO ASSOCIATRE FREGH

ment, which it won for the first time de-
spite beginning play as a Mo, § seed.
After spending plenty of time on the
bubble, Wake Forest earned a No. 9 seed.
Four key teams were Jeft out of the
fiedd: Housson, DePaul, Notre Damse and
Oklahoma. Notre Dame, playing its firss
season after the retirement of Muffes
MeGraw, its longrime coach, missed the

TUESDAY, MARCH 16, 2021
L]

HALEY
JONES

ELISSA
CUNANE

tournament for the first time since 19
DePaul was included in the M.C.AL
first reveal of the top 16 teams in Feb
ary, but lost three of its kss four regul
SEASON BAINES.

5till, one or more of those teams mij
wind up competing if the virus forces
& team in the field by the & p.m. Tuesd
deadline set by the M.CA A During |
PAETAIENL, ANy team without at e
five available players because of cont
tracing or pasitive tests will be disgqu
fied and its opponent will advance to
X POl

The hope, of course, is that it wo
come to the,

“With all the protwcols, we'ne go
into an area that's never been ocoup
before — as are the sther 63 teams,” /
riemma said last week after UConn w
the Big East tournament. “[ have no i
what's gning 1o happen. | usually hav
pretty good idea what's coming u
M.CAA tournament, bt this year is
Iike any other year™

=2
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL N.C.A.A. TOURNAMENT

Alamo Region River Walk Region Tourwamet Schudisle
1 Staniord (2539 b Comecticut 2.7} g ROUND OF 64
- Sundiy, March 21, peon,
S S ABC, £SPN, ESP, ESPNU
265 Ut Ve (13-81 Riide High Poin (23-8) 16 Manday, March 22, noon,
@ Dkdahoma Saain (18-8) Tt Syscuse (14-5) &  ESPN. ESPW2. ESPRU
o o ROUND OF 32
9 W Forest {1:2:12) South Diskote Stafe (21-3) @ Tuesday, March 23, Tam.,
5 Missoun Saair (21-2) owagiag) 5 ESFM ESPWZ. ESPU
Wedinesday, March 24.1 p.m,
Mertay Senint ESPIZ, ESPML
12 UG Do 113-20 i 184} 12
Wecramey v— ROUND OF 16
£ M1 Kooy (17-8) £ Satursey Merch 27, 1 pum. ABE, ESPN2
Monasy . Sanday Sundsy, March 28, | + ABE. ESPN
13 Wright State [18.7) Vdsho Siate (72.3) 13 _—
& Oregon (1381 Michgen {165} 5 ROUNDOF8
= — Manday, March 29, 7 pum, ESPY
Mot Sk Tuesday, March 30, 7 pm . ESP
11 South Dot §19.5) i Flonids 211
fn—— wstay
3 Goorgsa {20-6) Tornesses (167} 3 FINAL FOUR
r m
. pramcr oy, April 2, 6 pum, ESPN
10 Dol (3-8 L T —
7 Worthwesten (15.5) VrgeisTach (140} 7 Sunday, Anel 4, 6 pum. ESPN
Merciny Bty
. . E All games in San Antonio
n?l mmrw 116-41 = Morquette (1900 10
2 Lovisele 123.3) - B (25.2) 2
e SEMIFINAL FINAL SEMIFINAL e
Ape 2 Apeil 4 Apri 2 -
15 Marist {15-3) SanAntonic ‘SanAniomi San Antorio Sacin Sty (1881 1%
Hemisfair Region Mercada Region
i South Canio (73-0) N.C. Stale (20-2) 4 d
Sundey Saray ¥ =
1 W 0. Warth Cambna AAT 118.2] 16 | UGONN |
8 regon Stale 1117} Tensday South Florida {18.3) &
Sunay Sanday
9 Florids Stmte (16-50 Washinghon State (1211} 9
5 Gesorgla Tech {1545} Gonungn (23:3) 8
Senter [
12 Sephen . Austn (24-2) Baiment (205 17 s o G T R
Ny Wedoniar The UConn Huskies have had
£ West Vigniz (21.60 rdamil8nl £ gk undefeated seasons.
Sarciny Masciay
13 Leigh {10-5) ¢ 13 Most Titles
& Toum {1851 Ao iiea) & In Women's Basketball
- Conmecticut 1;
11 Brodey (17-11) Brigham ourg (1851 11 aylor 3
3 UCLA 165 2 e ?
! stmna {16.5) 2 3
Mty Waaciay Losisiana Tech 1
18 Wyoring {1480 Slivy Bron (1551 14 Southem Calfornia 2
7 Misbama {16.5) lowa Siake {1610} 7 M""'m' }
Mondsy Morday Ol Desminiion 1
10 Hoorth Caroing (13- 100 Mchigen State (15.8) 10 Purdus 1
e [re—
2 Manland i24.2) TeasABM (23.3) 2  Soush Garolina :
ianay Maratey Tanus ARM 1
15 Mouet 5L Manys (2789 Troy (2250 15 Tewas Tech i

How to Win Your Bracket Pool (Being a Hard-Core Fan Isn't Required)

Iy VICTOR MATHER
March is one time of the year
when many who doa't
know a parkay from & point spread
suidenly become sports betiors,
risking a few bucks in an N.CAA.
tournament

L.

T wowr*re omes of them, and feel as
if your annual entry is sirting o
seem like a donation, heres good
news: I you follow a few simphe
guidelines, you can significantly
increase your chances of winning.
And you can do it without having
ohsessively followed college bas-
kethall this season. Indeed, you
can even have an edge over the
hard-care fans who don't follow
these tips and cling only 1o their
own impresssons of the teams.

The rubes matter graatly.

When you get vour bracket, don't
start right inon picking games. In-
stead, read the rules of the pool
thoroughly.

It it's an old-school pool that
awards the same number of points
no mater which team you pick,
YOu're going to want £ stick to the
favorites. Don't be clever with
U.C. Samta Barbara or Liberty.
There's no reason to; the reward
s just ot worth the risk.

Ba if the pool awards bonus
points for upsets, yos've gt to go
in acompletely different direction.
Now you want to pick long shots;
indeed, you must do soto have any
chance of winning,

The number 1o pick depends on
your pools rules. If the bonus
points for el upsets are
stingy — say, asingle point — then
FOU May want vo pick only the No.
& seeds 1o beat the No. 8 seeds. IF
thie bonuses are more generous —
soane poots offer 3, 5, 10 poings or
mare for upsets — you want o
start picking 10,11, 12, and 13 seeds
as well, and sometimes even 14
seeds.

One caution: Picking too many
upsets in the frst roand in this
sort of poal will get you a loe of
points, bt may Burt you in kater
roumks when the poines awarded
tor each correct pick generally in-
crease, S0 it's probably wise most
of the time 1o pick only one upset
per pair of girmes, IF Vou pick the
13 10 beat the 4, don't also pick the
12 over the 5. (You don't usually
want to be stuck with a 12 against
a 13 in the second round. )

Consbder the number of entrants.

While sticking with the avorites
Is the bess way 1o fill in a poal with-
out bonus poims, e number of
players can have abig effect, If the

A W

Once you get your hands on a men's tournament bracket, picking teams like Houston, left, or Rutgers could give you an edge.

EARMEN MARTLATYGETTY A

pool is just you and a handful of
friends, go ahead and pick all the
favorites; you'll have a great
chance to do really well. But ance
he field size surpasses 50 or o,
an all-Favorites entry, though it is
likely 10 do reasonably well, may
SrUgEk 0 Win money.

The best bet for a bigger poal is
o mix up your picks a bit once

you're down to the final eight:
Maybe pick a couple of Mo, 2 seeds
1o make the Final Four and oae of
e ko Wil it all

I your pool has an even bigger
fieid, you have to take even more
chances. IF you're entering one of
the large public poals with 1ens of
thousands of entranis or more,
you're going to have to make &

preny kooky Final Four 1o have a
chance te win.

Embrace a contrarian view.

‘When picking your eventoal win-
ner, it can be to your benefit not 1o
g with the team everyone chse
likes, Untefeated Gonzaga is the
Mo, 1 team in the country, That
veans even if you correctly select

the Zags to win, you will be ome of
miany entrants doing so. But if yoa
ook a little further down, perhaps.
o a team like Michigan or Hous-
fon, ienad you're right, you may be
ane I‘Oﬂ]y a few entrants 1o & so
and therefore have a beuer
chance for the overall win.

And know your opponenis, 1f
your pool includes a loe of Tlnois

graduates, say, you probably want

to pick a different team to win it
all.

Lisok st the betting lines.

In peneral, the beter-seeded
te@ms have a better chance (o win.
But sometimes, the oddsmakers
see it a linle differently. In any
game in which the seeding and
bookmakers disagres, go with the
bookmakers. You'll have a beter
chance 0 win, your opponents
may be going the other way and, it
your pocd awards them, you'll pick
up same bonis paints.

Based on the very early lines,
one team that stands ot is Rut-
gers, which is a 10 seed, bux fa-
vored by about 2 points over sev.
enth-secded Clemsan,

Based on compuiter power rank-
Ings, some possible upsets thit
won't really be upsets in the sec-
ond round imclude Villanava aver
Purdue and Tennessee over Okla-

State.

Beware of the 'hot team.’
Inevizably, there are teams that
et ot i Lveis conference WU
ments and get a lot of bz 1o do
well in the N.C.AA tournament.
Dot fall for the fype. A streaky
team, like Georgetown, which
wion four stralght games 1w take
e Big East Lournament &5 a No. &
seed over the weekend, is very
likely o go back to how it was
playing for most of the 2eason.

In contrast, the teams that
crashed out early in their confer-
ence tournaments — like Vil
lanava, which kost 1o Georgetown
in the quarterfinals of the Big East
— are very likely 1o go back 1o
playing well.

Leak at the preseasan favorites.
A surprisingly good indicator of
WUIMMAMENL  SUCCESS  Was  un-
earthed by FiveThirty Eight a few
years igo: the preseason poll
Teams that wene raiked highly
Eoing into the season but under-
achieved often do well i the
N.CAA. tourmament. The theory
is that those teams have o loc of |
talent; otherwise they wouldn't |

have been rated as wop teams be- (£

fore the season started. And the |
talent is probably still there, even |
though the underper- |
formed i the couple dozen games |
of the regular season, a rather
small sample size.

The tesames this wear that might
suddenty stan playing lke every-
one expected include Villanova,
No, 3 preseason and a No. 5 seed;
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Bubble Teams Turned
Unlikely Understudies

By ADAM ZAGORIA

Abead of the NCAA. wurna-
ment, the St SUARE N e
college  basketball,  Louisville
Coach Chris Mack and his players
have the mle of understudie
They will be the first rephice
ments should a weam from a multi-
ple-bid conference be umable to
play this week because of corona-
virus issues.

Virgnin, the urnament cham-
pionin 2 i Kansas withdrew
from their conference touma-
muents last week because of virus
protwocols. They earned at-large
erths to the national tournament
in Indinna, bat whesher they will
be able 1 play remains an open
question,

Alemnates will be able w Gl
slots vacated by teams with co-
ronavirus issues through Tuesday
at & pun. Eastern tisme, After (s
vacated spats will not be filied,
and an opposing team would ad-
Vance via the no-contest rule, sim-
ilar 1o & walkover in teninis, Mo ne-

Four teams will be
on standby through
Tuesday evening.

placement teams will emer the
wurnament once it beging with
|I|e First Four games on Thurs-
da

.-\ml Louisville, the next three
replacements are Colorado State,
st and Mississippi. They
were the first four teams o miss
the cut for the &-team feld.

“Mo one’s wishing for anyone 1o
et Covid” Mack sasd Monday on
a conference call with reporters,
*We're not on kands and Knees
here ing for outhre
That’s just pot us. So 1 hope eve:
team that got selected is able to
piay in the tournament, and has 2
[reat experience”

But Mack, whose team had four
mames postponed in February and
ended up with a 13-7 record after
Iosing bo Diske in the second round
of the Atdantic Coast Conference
tournament, said it was tough o
come so close 1o making the feld
only to be excluded.

“The tournament  committes
has a tough job and we're not a
part of it, and 1 don't see that
changing,” he said.

Whilke Mack said thar Louisville

ilike Duke, Seton Hall and Se.
Johu's) would not play in the sec-
andgier, 16-team National Invi
tation  Tournament  beginning
Wednesday in Frisco and Denton,
Texas, the other replacement
teams were planning on partici-
pating in it.

Colorado  State  Coach
Medved, whose team
1B~ I4-4 in the Moumain WE‘H
Conferences, 1old reporters on Sum-
day that be did not believe the
N.CAA. tournament would end
up needing one  replacement
teiam, pesver mind tao,

Yo wirnt b0 be in March Mad-
ness,” Adam Thistlewood, a junior
forward for Coborado State, said to

'\llk.l

L w
dwell on that. We've got to focus
un llm NLLT. coming up.”

Louis Coach Travis Ford,
whosﬂi'.un was on the bulbble af-
ter finishing 14-6, 64 in the Atlan-
e 1k Conference, told The St Lotk
ia Post-Dispatch that he prepared
his team for the seeming inevita.
bilizy of playing their first game of
the N.LT. on Saturday.

“They knew and seemed disap-
pointed, bt [ couldi see any real
emotion,” he said.

A spokesman for Mississippi
said the team woulkd be prepared
to travel to Indianapolis if it was
chosen, but otherwise would ook
forward 1o the N1

Kansas and Virginia withdrew
from their conference tourna-
ments after positive tesis for the
coronavirus associned with ter-1
persannel in the program, Both
teams must have seven consect-
tive days of negative tesis before
their arvival and then two nega-
tive PC.R. tests upon arrival at
least 12 hours apart with individ-
ual hotel Toom quarantine be-
tween tests in order o play, Dan
Gavit, the NCAA. senior vice
presidens  for  Dasketball, said
Manday. The seven-iest protocol
also inclades people in each
team'’s travel party of a masximum
34 people, Each team needs only
five eligible playens oo participate,
making it bess likely that any re-
placement team will gee the call.

Virginin Coach Tony Bennert
said most of his eam would re
Mmail in quarantioe until Thurs-
day because of con
The Cavaliers, the Mo,
the West Region, will not traved o
Inetiana until Friday and will still
e to have pwa days of negative
tests bedore their game Saturday
night with Mo, 13 Ohio. T

ly made Virgin-
ter initially sy-
ing teams had 10 arive no later
than Monday night, Gavill said.
“They, like every single team
and every individual here, will

have seven days of negative
wests,” Gavitt sadd. “[i absalutely is
& requirernent. Had tat not been
able 1o happen, they would mot
have been able to participate in
the tournament.”

ALTORG STRUTFYI7S4 TOOAY SPONTS Vi REUTERS

He went on to say that if a simi-
ar sitiation had happened on
Sunday or Mopday, there would
ot have been enough Lime 1o par-
ticipate.
Kansas hael two players, David

Lowisville, above, one of the
last Four teams to miss the

N.CAA, toumament cut, may
be back in if a team is forced
out by the coronavirus. Viegin-
in, left, skipped its conference
tournament because of the

virus but made the field of 68,

McCormack and Tristan Enaruna,
in Covid-1® protocols when the
team withdrew ahesd of its Big 12
inurnament semifinal with Texas
an Friday, A thind, unidemified
Kansas player tested positive Fri-
dhany, Morwe of the three were sched-
ubed to travel with the team to In-
diana on Monday. There is a
chance McCormack or Enaruna,
or both, coubd return for the Jay-
hawks' game on Saturday after-
noon. Kansas, the No. 3 seed in the
Wessl Region, is scheduled o play
Mo, 14 Eastern Washington,

“We think we are, knock on
wood, as good & shape as we can

i, Kansas Coscly Bill Self said
Sunday might. “We had a situation
following the Oklahoma game on
Fridy mosming, bt everybody
else has wested negative dadly and
sometimes more tan once & o
We expect to have MeCarmack
and Enaruna, unbess someshing
happens!

N.C.A.A. Eases a Virus Protocol, Possibly Reducing Some Quarantines

By ALAN BLINDER
and BILLY WITZ

The N.C.AA quictly rewrote
part of its coronavires safery pro-
tocods, which college sports ad-
ministrators have routinely used
to justily holding basketball
champonships during the pan-
demic, to potentially shorten the
¥ tines of SOme teams arriv-
ing in Indiana for the Division |
mEn's furnament

The association’s published
healith guidetines, which also ap-
ply b the women's towrnament
scheduled o begin nexi week in
Texzas, call for (eAMS 10 “remain in
quarantine until two consecut
Lests on separate days are co
firmed negative, &t which time
team practice may begin.® But the
M.CAAS unannounced change
olfers teams arriving late at night
a quicker way oul: negative re-
sults on virus tests. separated by
at leass 12 hours.

The shift, acknowledged only
after inquiries from The New York
Times, allowed lona, the No. 15
seedin the East region, to practice
less than 24 hours after its char-
vered plane landed in Indianapolis
late in the night it clinched its au-
vammatic bid,

The episode mvolving lona,
which Comch Rick Pitino steered
10 a viciory in the Metro Atlantic
Athbetic Conference wournament
on Saturday, is an early signal oﬂ
how uu N.C_AA. maj

I

ply
nu.n-lympum 1o stige 67 games in
Indiana over the coming weeks,

Like their coumter jarts in many
leagues, college sports adminks-
trators  routinely  recalibrated
their approach to the pandemic,
nat just in details bue sometimes
with respect 1o issues they had de-
picted a3 foundational principles.

regularly said that college games
woukl not hiapgen inless studenes
were o campuses for classes —a
pasition that ukimately faded
away s the tall iootball season ap-
proached.

In a statement on Monday, the
M.CAA, sail its medical advisers
had decided to ablow teams that
arrived Eabe at pight o beave quar-
.Inrlnl‘.nrl‘l chearing two polyme:
chain reaction tesas, which are
11Ins-lt|l‘(ldlnb1 whe gold ssansdard

Gillian R. Brassl eontributed re-

in infectious disease diagnosti
that were sdministered af beast IJ
hoisrs apart. And B matter when
they arrive, players and coaches,
as long planned, must also record
seven straight days of negative
tests before waveding to Indiana
ar Texas,

The: sso iom i not imamedie
ately say when it had changed its
quarnntine palicy or why its puls
lished guidelines did not inclu
an exception 1o it, but the modifi-
ecation was in place by the time
Fona kanded in Indinnapolis, a uni-
versity afficial said, Tn & separate
interview on Monday, Mark Em-
mert, thie M.CA A president, said
that although the assockation’s
health rules could evolve, its cen-
tral intent would not

*There is cerainly one pan of it
that's never going to change, and
that is we're nol going v take any
risks that were pot advised by all
af the medical advisory groups
in place” Emmert
smply not going todo

thar”

Although Pitino has often run
afoul of NCAA. rales over his
ong career, there is no indication
that Tona, which is scheduled to
play Mo. 2 Alabama on Saturd:
held & surreptitious practice it
out Lye consent of WUFAMEn oF-
ganizers. [ndeed, Jona, which ar
ranged its practice time with the
M.CAA., publicized the workout
on its Twitter account late Sunday,
nat fong after Piting mentioned
plans for it during a videoconter-
ence with reporters.

Inseead, ie appears thas at least
one team in the 65-team field was
able ta benefit from a rule change
that Was pot Widely known.

The Gaels reached their ffth
straight MCAA. tournament oo
Saturday when they defeated
Fairfield, 60-51, in Atlantic City,
N.J. The team oo leaded o tse
airport there, where a delay kept
them grounded for about an hour
beyone their schedubed departure
for Indianapolis.

Aboard an Allegiant Air flight
that routed the Gaelsaver the Del-
marva Peningula before 3 tim
wesawand, the tewm arrived in Ine
dian e time nearsd 1 am.
Eastern, They went by bustoa ho-
el, arriving close 1o 2 am., around
the time that clocks maved for-
ward for daylight saving time,

Mesnbers of [ona's travel party
immedistely submitted to testing
in exchange for red wristhands,
which signified that they had mot
been cleared for team activites,
before heading to mdividual hotel
roOms on an otherwise Unoocu.
pied floar.

Ensconced in their roams unil
Sunday  afternoon,  players,
coaches and swafl members sedl-
administered masal swab tests
around 3 pam. The specimens
wentinto viaks, which in turn went
inte envelopes that were sealed
with a sticker, Then Tona players
and  employees  received  hilue
wristhands to indicate that they
had besen testes apain but that re-

sults were pending.

About four hours later, lona's
wravel parey learned via a mobile
app that their tesss had returned
negative results, and members
were given credentials with the
name of the hotel and the arenas
where they could be for practices
oF games. A few hours later, the
Gaels were practicing at the facili-
ty of the Indiana Fever of the
WHN.BA

“Te"s grsod that we're mot playing
until Saturday because we need
practice time,” Pitino said. With
Alabama being “bigger, quickes,
faster, more ced,” Piting
‘the more practice we get,
the better off we are”

Nate Oats, Alabama's coach,
said on Sunday that he did not ex-
pect that his team would prictice
until a1 Jemst Tuesday

“They'll be in their roms,” Gats
sanidd of the Crimson Tide's plan for
have their
s, We'll get all the
video laaded up they can look at

T
After winning the MAAC tournament tithe, lona arrived in Indiana early on Sunday moming and practiced bess than 24 hours later,
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their own. We'll reconvens Toes-
daag”

The NCAAS ambiticis pan
10 hoa the men's baskeeball tour-
nAme, an event more crucisl
than any other to the assockation’s
finapces, has been under seruting
for months, and some  public
health experts have sharply ques-
tioned the decision to allow spec-
1ators. In recent days, the associa-
tion has grappled with whether
1wo of colbege baskethal's mose
prominent programs, Kansas and
Virginia, should play in the wour-

nament  despite  recent  virus
Cases.

Kansas, the No. 3 seed in the
West region after it hiad to pull out

of the Big 12 warnament, planned
10 travel to Indiana on Monday
without three people. Coach Bill
idl, though, that he expected
thase peogle ta joun the team ater
in the week.

“We think we're you know,
knock an wood — in as good a
shape &s we can be in” Sell sasl

Bul a1 Virginia, the fourth seed
in the West, Coach Tany Bennett
&1|don‘aumlm'nlnh| that “the ma-
Jorit” of the team was in quarin-
tine because of cONLACT racing af-
1er a positive test forced the Cava-
liers e exit the Atlantic Coast Con-
ference wournament on Friday.
We'll be using Zoosr @ bot," sxid
Bennett, who led Yirginia to a na-
tional title in 2019, “It's rer(amlya
unique way to prepare for the
tournament, but I'm
the NCAA gave
OUF YOURE fken e chance”

Dan Gavitt, the N.CAAS vice
president for basketball, said Vir-
ginia was poised 10 make the cut-
ff — if only barely — o compete,

Although organizers prepared a |
the

eam  replacement  policy
bracket will freeze at 5 pum, East-
ern om Thesday, and o new tesms
willbe uhsull||lﬁl|r1m1hc(nurn.|-
ment afver that deadline,

Piting, among the mst seeomm-
phished tournament coaches in
history, sakd e was not worried
about his team, particularly be-
cause the M.CAA is only koking
for a team to have five eligible,
heaithy players. And the Gaels
have had 1) players test positive
and recover from the virus in the
Tnse three months.

“Even if we have a problem,
we're still going 10 play” Pitino
waid, *We lkave 1D players who are
capabie of playing.”

i
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Auriemma Tests Positive; Will Miss Part of Tournament

By GILLIAN R. BRASSIL

The Connecticst women's bas-
kethall coach, Geno Auriemima,
teated pOSitive for te corisavieus
on Sunday, the university an-
nounced on Monday, just hours
before the N.CAA. selected and
placed teams in the Division |
tosrmameent.

“T'm feeling well but disag-
poinged that 1 will be away from
the team for the nexi several
days,” Auriemma sakl i the uni-
versity's statement.

UConn, ranked Moo 1 in the
COURLEY, Was expected Lo travel an
Tuesday morning to Texas, where
every round of the national tour-
nament s to be held because of co-
ronavirus concems.

The Huskics will leave without
Auriemma, who is expected t re
join them on March 24, the day af-
ter his &7th birthday.

The Huskies are likely to play
two games in the tournament
without  Auriemma. They are
scheduled o face High Point, a

Mo, 16 seed, on Sunday and then,
assuming there is no upset, pay a
second-rund game on March 23,

Auriemma, who was inducted
o the Naismith Memorial Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame in 2012, ook
charge of the program in 1985; the
ream had completed only ane win-

IR L ASSOCIATID PR

o before be arrived,
Simce then, UConn has domi-
nated, winning 11 N.CAA. Divi-
sion | tithes, more than any other
tweam, and the program has
produced several W.N.B.A. stars,
including  Tika Charles, Maya
Moore, Diana Taurasi, Sue Bird

YACHTING AMERICA'S CUP

UConn Coach Geno Au-
riemima is expected to retum
to the Huskies on March 24,
the day after his 67th birthday.

and Breanna Stewart.

The Huskies also hold the
record for the longest winning
streak in NC.AA. Division | bas-
ketball; the run reached L1 games
befare ending in & bugzer-beater
loss to Mississippd State in the
2017 Final Four:

“Were peing ready w do
something that's never been done
before,” Aursemma said in a news
conference after his team claimed
the Big East tournament title on
March 8.

“We're getting ready (o get on a
plane, fy to one site and be in the
same hotel as 21 other teams. And
then we're going to have te com-
pete and (ry 00 Wwin s games.
That's never been done before™

Deena Casiero, director of
sports medicine and the team's
head doctos, said that contact trac-

ing protocals founsd that since Fri-
day no other team member had
been in close enough contaet with
Auriemma o need 1o quarantine,

“Given the fact that we have
been doing daily testing for the
past seven days, we feel confident
that we were able to catch this
wery early on in the disease
process” Casiero said in the
UConn siatement.

A spokeswoman for the team
confirmed in an emadl that all
other people associated with the
e — athbetes, coaches, medical
stalf menibers and other alficials
— were cheared o travel to Texas
on time because they have afl
since tested negative,

Aurlemma is not experiencing
symptoms and I5 isolating at
home, the uriversity said, and he
received his second dose of the co-
ronavirus vaccine on March 1. It
can take up io a few weeks for a
vilccane to offer immmity, accord-
ing to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention.
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New Zealand fans after their team took a 5-3 lead on Monday in the America’s Cup, New Zealand needs only bwo wins to

S WATTLRE TR

retain the America’s Cup.

With a Sprint, New Zealand Moves Closer to Keeping Its Title

By CHRIS MUSELER

Win the: stare, win the race. Far
the first six races of the America's
Cap finals, that was the sory for
both Team Mew Zealand, the hald-
er, and its lakan challenger Luna
Rossa Prada Pirelli,

Bath teams, and mwst experts,
had expected an ultratight series
this manth in the waters off Auck-
land, Mew Zealand, and as the
teams traded  wire-twire  wic-
tortes over the opening days, that
was exacily what happened. The
first team across the line wis also
the figst team to finish,

But for the first week (e racing
also felt like something else abto-
gether: lvwas, . . boring. Mo pass-
ing. Mo duels for the bead. No dra-
matic comebacks.

Thin all changed, though, on
Monday. Teking advantage of
shifting winds and (55 ample
speed, Team New Zealand passed
Luna Rosa in both races to take 8
fi-3 lead in the finals,

The stunning — for this year —
tuurs of events put Team New Zea-
lanwl i position to clabm the cup if
It could post two more wins an
Tuesday, Here's a look at how the
hosts got within reach of sailing's
greatess prize.

Why have the races been so
straightiorward?

The world's best sailors agree on
one thing: The boats — finely
tuned, meticulously prepared and
expertly  staffed carbom-fiber
ACTSs — are being sailed per-
fectly. And that has robbed the
event of some drama.

“Imirecent times, this is the most
Interesting competiton with the
moast boring racing,” Nathan Out-
reridge, the former America’s Cup
skipper and Olympic gkl med-
afist, said.

T it Weeibrs, it was not uncom-
man for & dominant boat 1o sweep
ineo the finals, and often win every
race once it got there. But this
year, th combination of strict de-
sign rules, high-tech simulators, &
compact course and steady winds
initially created  an  umosual
deadiock,

This Year's competitoes, a new
class af manehull hydrofoilers, rip

HLLES MARTIR BALLET) AEHCE FRANCE. PESSE,  CETTY A

New Zealand, right, traded close wins with its Italian challenger Luna Rossa Prada Pirelli early on.

around at four times the speed of
the wind at times. The expectation
was that, a1 speeds like that, mis-
rakes would tend to be ampﬁr)ed.

The problem was that no one
was making any.

5o what changed on Monday?
Ther wiind, first of all.

New Zealand won the seventh
race by nearty a minwte, bui then
el far behind in the eighth race
after dropping off its foiks afrer
curting into Luna Rossas wind
shadow. Taking advantage, the
Ttalians quickly opened a huge
bead before running ino similar
wroubie themsetves.

Sailing into & hole in the wind,
Luna Rossa dropped its hull into
the water, dowed to o crawl and
then ran off the course while try-
ing 1o get back up o speed. With
the Kiwis hack on their foils, Luna
Rosza watched helplessly as the
Kiwis screamed past o wrn a
four-minute deficie into a four.
ministe victory,

“Twn things changed yester
day.” Ken Read, o former Ameri-

ca's Cup helmsman and commen-
tator, swid of Monday's races.
“Ome, the first big break b

i thas series and it was for the Ki-

luck and they found it in spades.

“Second, we finally saw the jet
that the Kiwis were rum o
Tave, We saw saifing speeds up-
wind never before seen in our
span.”

New Zealand's small, low-drag
Toils and innovative, erodynamic
hull are considered the main &if-
ferentiators in its spoed advan-
tage. Al one point, Rend said,
Team New Zeakand was traveling
at 30 knots — almes: 35 miles an
hour — virmuadly into te wind.

“¥ou can't do that,” he said, “in
your motorhoat  with  twin
Mercuries”

So it's all over then?
Not 50 fast.

“Mew Zealand is showing a fast
boat, bat Luna Rosa shows they
are fast through the maneuvers”
snid Nic Douglass, an Aussralian
sailing commentsLor.

That means when one boat gets
in fromt with a fast start, it can be
well positioned tokeep its purswer
behind — even for the entire race.
I the wind is steady” Douglass
sabd, “theres not enough differ-
ence in the performance 1o allow
for A pass.”

That was what the halians did
in their three victories, and it is
what they will need 1 do 1 stay
alive.

What's the x-factor? Disturbed air.
That & boat with even the shighest
adwantage at the an can easily
defend its bead and win the race
has come down Lo several factors
taniguee b this com petition, Doug-
lass said, including the underesti-
mated effects of disturbed wind
coming off the back of the sails,

“When a plane takes off on a
runway, another plane can't take
off fior at east & minite becaiise of
the disturbed wind," Douglass
sakd “This is abour disturbed air
we can't see These boats cut
through it like o knife and swirl it
aroand up kigh™

‘That can canse big problenss for
the trailing boar. Douglass said
when one of the ACT5s passes the
Face comamittes boat this yeas, the
wind readings the commitiee
records (o belp sel & fir course
are affected for 30 to 40 seconds,
“The boats ges caught in these
bubiibes of disturbed air” she said,

With the boats goang four times
the speed of the wind, these invisi-
ble hubbles are fike potholes on
the course, And in lghter wind,
like in Monday's two races, these
anomalies are amplified,

Thiat is why the key is 1o get out
fromt and stay there.

Zealand's  skipper, Peter
Burling, has won nine world
championships and an Clympic
gold medal, and he brought the
cup home o New Zealand four
years agn. He won't give it up
withour a fight.

Bur that may be just what he
has on his hands now.

Oumeridge sees a shift from
perfect sailing technigue 1o men-
tal toughness making the differ-
ence for the rest of the
crinpesition,

“Noone expected this 1o be this
chose” he said, “The boats aren’t
changing now. It has gone from a
deskgn competision 10 a psycho-
Iogical competition.”

In 2007, when Burling won the
cup, it was ohvious New Zealand
had a faster boat. There was never
v or i moment.

“Pete pever really gid put under
pressure in the Cup match,” he
said. *1 don't know bow it will turm
out this Hme”

His counerpart, Jimmy Sp-
ithill, Faced sueh a moment in the |
2013 Cup, Then racing the Ameri-
can defender, he and his team-
ki Were down by eight races o
New Zealand in the finals on San
Francisco Bay.

“They sat on match point for
maore tham a week” Outteridge
said, “Timmy either hadd i deliver |
or they'd lose.”

That experience, he said, may
pay dividends now. It had better,
becaise he s running ot of rees,
And time.
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MoMA builds
stunt doubles for
Calder sculptures.
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Acog in the
academic world
during its twilight.
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The film ‘Mank’ received the most Oscar nominations, but
inclusion already appears to be a winner in the acting categories.

NICOLE SPERLING
and BROOKS BARNES
Darvid Fincher's black-and-white
meditation on odd Hollywood, received 10
d nominations on Monday,
leading o diverse set of films and filmmak-  piciur
ersafter a year in which the movie indusiry
’ nsformed by the pandemic and the
i was pushed back rwo months.
produced film was nomi-
firesctor, actor and
sgarics. Votens rec-

“Manl|

Acideny Aw

tuated in thye best pice
SUPPOTNE ACTess o

Messiah” ane “The

Woman,"

For the first time, the Ac
Picture Arts and Scie
wamen for b
Zhao for her wark o

director, rec

ognized & number of flms in multiple cate
5 each going to

All of those films were nominated for best
along with *Promising  Young

5 nominated two

Nomisdland”
Emerald Fennell for “Promising Young

Also nominated were Fincher, Lee

e Chung of “Minari” a semi-autobio-
graphical tale about 8 Korean-American
], in @ surprise, the Danish floe-
r Thon Vinterberg, for his work on
“Another Round,” about middie-age men
Whin decide i druik daily. It w: 50
recognized in the best international film

wtefil 1o have gone on this journey
bervted team of filmenakers and to
& met S0 many wonderful people Who
groemusly shared their stories with us,”

Zhao said in a statement abour ber film,
which features a number of nonactors who
are pan of the nomad community in the
States. “Thank you so much to my
ey peers for recognizing this film
is very e iy iy Teeart.”
Mine of the 20 acting nominations
people of color Although the
i members, remains
y andl male, the orga
nization has invited more women and peo-

CONTINUED ON PAGE C4

Top, Amanda Seyiried, Gary Oldman and Jamie McShane in the Neefiix film “Mank” which received 10 Academy Award nominations.

Notes (High and Low)

From the Grammys

THE 63RD ANNUAL Gramimy Awards prom-
ised 1o be different: There Wasa new exect-
tive producer ot the belm for the first time in
decades; & new host: and a new challenge

assembling a pandemic awards show
that diddin't feel like a video conference. With
a small andience of pominees ot side in Los
Angeles, the show highlighted the contribo-
tioms of womsen and the impact of Black
Lives Matter protests, offered screen time
10 workers at independent venies crushed
by the pandemic and extended tributes 1o
musicians we lost during this challenging
vear,

Here are the show's highlights and low-
lights as we saw them.

The M.V.P: Mégan Thee Stallion

Though she didn't win the night's final and
biggest category. record of ihe year,
rmy might belonged to Megan Thee
pn. She took home the three other
ards she was nominated for: best new
artist and, for the remix of “Savage” f

ing Beyoneé, best rap son
performance. Each speech was a whole-
some gift: words of exuberance froms an art-
st experiencing the first fush of truly wide-
spread acels
formance w
It opened wit
into her part fron
the main focus w
CONTINUED 08 PAGE C6

Above from lefr, Daniel Kalouya in “Judas and the Black Messiah,” Carey Mulligan in “Promising Young Woman” and Steven Yeun in “Minari®

AL i CALA

Megan Thee Stallion's high-octame performances and heartfelt accepeance speeches were highlights of the Grammy Awards.
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The Stunt Doubles
Of the Art World

To prepare for a show of
Calder sculptures, MoMA
created elaborate stand-ins.

By FETER LIBREY

When film and TV crews need o set up
cameras, or adjust lighting and sound
equipment, detors’ stand-ing — people of 3
simikar size and shape — are often called on
i patiently take their place. And when a
Seript requires a charactes to do something
dangerous, the star usually steps aside
while a stunt double takes the punch.

Al MUISELME, MaqUettes are both stand-
ins and swnt doubles. In extibition plan-
ning, original artworks sit safely in packing
erates, or hang clsewhere, while models of
them are moved hither and yon with rela-
tivedy little care 80 curators and designers
can determine their ayout in a galkery.

Seven magueties were created for
“Alexander Calder: Modern From  the
Stan,” which opened ot the Museum of
Miodern Art on Sunday. And they are among
the most detailed that the museum has
made. Typically, mock-ups are pieces of
brown paper demarcating areworks' foot-
prints, or sihouestes fashioned from wood
or cardboard. Many are constructed on the
fly by art handlers, carpenters and conser-
wators,

But this is an exhibition with Calder
sculptures, many of which are lange-scide
works of complex design. Some of these,
and & couple of their smaller cousing, re-

T Ieatment (o prepa

0.

The first to be fabricated was a stand-in
for “Black Widow,” 3 1958 sculpture that has
often been on view in MoMA's sculpture
garden {most recenaly since 2019). While
members of the museum’s weam that f-

=P nnsuu FUR (TR

a5, 4
quo \‘l.ﬂ! .l DA?
175 ke

cuses on exhibition design and production
were studying the measurements they had
of the piece, they worried that it might be
difficult to transport safely to a gallery oo
the third fAoor. They began their transports.
tian tests by creating flat footprint models,
bedore realizing that they needed to make a
full-scale double,

“We needed 1o know exacily what shape
that piece " said Jason Fry, the museum's
lead carpender.

Mo miatter how detailed they are, the ma-
quettes are nod reproductions. Nor were
theey intended ta be, *1 think it's dissracting
w make exact replicas” said Lana Hum,
MoMAs director of extbition design and
production. Good models, she added, are
“really just trying tw evoke the salient tea-
tures, the sculptural qualities™ of the origi-
nal pieces. Their utilny stems from their
simplicity

This is why, when some of the carpenters
suggested they paint the maquettes 1o
match their pedigreed twin, Cara Manes,
the curator of “Modern From the Start," re-
questixd that they leave the wood exposed.

i vidd, could hove made

between wu(lung. with virtual models and
maneuvering the real Calder sculpiures.

“The amount of Eabor that went i plan-
ning for the exhibition was a welcome sur-
prise w0 Alexander 5. C. Rower, Calder's
grandson and the president of the Calder
Foundation, which lent 14 pieces to the
show.

“It's always been a challenge assissing
in understanding low Calfer's
2* hee sail.

Calder's mobiles, \l'lmm.-ur e eCeen-
tric, are particularly hard o anticipate.
“I've never encountered & museum before
ali cutouts for the
thes scuilpeures are go-
ing to go into,” Rower said. =1 think that's
amazing.”

To recreate the Calder works, the exhibi-
thon design and production saff, lel by
Hum and overseen by Matthew Cox, had o
begin almost from scratch. The meas-
uremenis they had woubd have been suffi-
chent for making massing modeks, simple
material representitions of basic dimen
sions. But for aoccurmte stand-ns, they
needed much more detailed information
abait the pieced’ contours, dstribution of
densities and design specifics.

This wase with the warks already in
MeMA's collection than the ones on loan.
Far the sculprures already in ouse, photw-
graphs and measurements of theis compo-

SR

Above, the working plans
o the maquette for
Calbder’s mobdle “Snow
Fiurry, I and, above that,
hanging the maqueee as
@ and of dress rehearsal
o staging “Alexander
Caddor: Modern From the
Seart,” & shoW oW apen
at

nents” shapes could be t@aken in person and
mmparecl AZAANSL One another before lN.‘lIlg
imported into o computer-aided design pro-
gram, where they were traced and reassem-
bled into three-dimensional models. The
rest of the pieces were worked on using sec-
ondhand pﬂmugmpﬁs and some educated

Lett, Craig Anderson
taading the maguete for
Alexandor Calder's
“Devil Fish” into 2
freight elevaior ai
MaMLA. Below, from far
e, maguetzes in the
exhibiition space; and
Allan Smith, the foremzan
of MoMA's carpentry
shep, |ru|5mrll'usllem
of the “Biack s
nuqum:-mmJnun

W and Andorson.

't be duplicated with the rigid m.m-n..l-.
they were using for ather sculptures. Tralian
paplar phywood, which is thin .mclmmmr-l-
tively flexibie, was used instead,

Even more difficult to imitate was
Flurry, 1° (1948), a !rmhlbe- whise

Pems i

ment. It took the carpenter | [llhn Wiood four
days of intensive work, because of a sethack
with the mobile’s third and final part, to cre-
ate a model from piano wire and cardhoard
that could spin similarly t Calder's origi-
nal 1 endexd up making this first one and
geng it really exact and everythimg”™
Wood said. “And then when [ hung it it was
s wild, and the weights weren't right.”

Wood could have used a bar of Masonite
and ghue 1o compensate for the imbalances,
but that would have diminished the accura-
<y of the maguene, Rather, he chose to take
another day to recalibrate the moded until i
could pass, at beast from a distance, for the
real sculpaure,

Cridg Anderson, another carpenter who

guesswork about how much the i I
toried the ariginals.

Once each sculpture was digisally ren-
dered, iis individual componems were
printed on paper and made ino stencils. Us-
ing jigsaws, band saws and a scroll saw, car-
penters then cut those shapes from fly-
wood, mediumedensity fiberboard and Ma-
soite.

Assembly proved no less complicaged.
Cabder's sculptures tend 1o be joined at sub-
the angles, and misging those would have
distoried the size of (e models. The car-
penters also found that ot all of the works
could be easify transtated from metal oo
wood. The wavy piece at the heart of “Devil
Fish,” a work fram 1937, for example, could-

worked o the project, said that this kind of
exercise d his with
Calders work — "Black \“l!nl " i paErtcy-
lar “1 used to walk by it every day, and 1
woukdn't really give it much thought” he
said. =Now i's a whole other piece to mae just
because 1've studied it and made each pant
and tried to figure oot bow he put it togeth-
s

-
The Calder exhibition was & relatively
rare opportunity for members of the car-
pemr}' team 1o flex their creative muscles.
bl a bot of walls and pedestats and
platforms, all these squares and mecan-
gles,” Wood said, “So when we get to stretch
alittle bit and do something like this, even if
we're just kind of just ripping someone off,
it's cool.”

PR AT LT T SRS A
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The Life of the Mind
By Christing Smalkwood
229 pages. Hogarth.
$27.

JOHN WILLIAMS | BOOKS OF THE TIMES

Overthinking Is Her Specialty

A debut novel features an
adjunct professor of English
who has a lot on her mind.

CHRISTINE SMALLWOOD'S debut nowved, “The
Life of the Mind," advertises its intellecoual
side in the title, Tts first sentence makes
clear that it will also cover the scatological.
Darothy, an adjanct professor of English, is
sitting in @ public toilet, worried ahowt her
sixth day of beeding after a miscarriage
and gnoring a call from her therapist.

=1t wasnt that the miscarriage was such
i big, deal* Smallwood writes, “or that she
was broken up in grief sbout it; it was that
she hadn't told her therapise she was preg-

ane, and didn't want to have a whale ses-
sion abot ey tendency o withhald” She
hasn't told her best friend sbout i either.
Sl thinks of losing tse pregrancy as “less
than a trauma and mare than an inconven-
lemoce

11 you think Dorochy might be protesting
toa miach, she waild probably agree, Sec-
oo and ehird-guessing hersell comes
urally. She haxs started seeing a second ther-
apist i wham she confided her doiibts
about the first therapist”

Dorothy teaches 1wo 1o folr Courses per
semester, including one called Writing
Apocalypse, at a private university “whose
list-price tuition was twice her annual earm-
Ings.’

Smallwood is a shrewd cultural critic. a
comtributing writer at The New York Times
Magazine and a comributing edior at
Harpers Magazine. She also holds a docior-
e in English from Columbia University,
and her writing about the academic world
during the “decadent twilight of the profes-
sion” b the: ring of truth,

Smallwood's references to Kafka and
Kant and Thomas Mann never fesl like in-
tellectual preendng. Her use of allusions is
well pepresented by ope characier's very
unusual recitation of Frank O'Hara's poetry
during sex. In terms of exegesis, only an ex-
tended riff abotst a subway panhandler and
“The Rime of the Ancient Mariner” feels a
bit overplayed. But even that scene moves;
there isn't a moment when

in the book's jacket copy and most likely in
ey other reviews of the novel a 1T
an umavoldable citation, a thesis statement
of sorts in A book that otherwise avoids the-

SeS.

While Dorothy is darectly affected by the
starving of humanities departments, she's
alse keenly aware of the less material {for
her, for now) bat even |ﬁfs!l l|II'Ea[ of cli-

K LICHTL MABEE

judging a book by the sole (but high) stand-
ard of the liveliness and incisiveness of its
prose. The book's premise is not ingendous.
The mechanics of its plot are now particy-
larly important. {Things even sag a bit
when Dorothy lands at an academic confer-
ence i Las Vegas and moves through the
city and her human interactions there in a
mare conventional storylike way.) Its trea-

mEate change. % ot i

ima vaguely thrsmming. {'l|IP(IGI| backdrog
of ghohal anxiety, the kind of backdrop found
In Jenny Offill's “Weather™ and other recent
books. The environmental crisis might be
worldwide, but Docothy, like all of us, is end-
lessly, elaustrophobically irapped inside
berself, She paces circles around her own
mindd, & provocative but ultimarely frestrat-
ing place, not a staging area from which 1o
Iaunch useful action. She's hamstrung by
“digappointed cyniciam, hatred of groups
and existential damage that manifests as

bogged down, by grad-school cogitation or
anything else.

One of the book's emotional subplots con-
cerns Dorothy’s now dissant relationship
with Judith, her dissertation adviser. Smadl-
wond writes:

“Tusdhith was obd and Docothy was young,
Judith had Benefits and Dorothy had debes.
The idois had been false butl they had
served a function, and now they were all
smashed and no one knew what they were
working for. The problem wasnt the fall of
the old system, it wais that the new system
hanct nest arisen. Dorothy was like o janitor in
the temple whe comtinued w sweep because
she had nowhere else 1o be but wha had lost
her bedief in the essential sanctity of the en-
terprise”

Tha last sentence is quited prominently

Fultonw John Williarms an Twirter:
(@johmilizmenyt.

uisehe ianism and resignation”
[IIOII&S{\&I)& thar's boh funny and brutal,
she has an imaginary conversation with a
group of “raft chikiren” foating arcund the
Fisture meited workL “1 found it draining to

ment of rep res, ambivalences
and disappointments is bald bat hardly rev-
oluticnary in 2021 But Smaliwood, on the
evidence of this one book — and one can
only eagerty await more — is a delight fully
stylish rambler; 4 conjures of 3 beightened,
carefully choreographed version of con-
sciousness. Reading ber is like warching an
accomplished fligure skater doing a free-
style routine. You're never bess than confi-
dent in the performance, and often dazzled.

This nivel makes one poader an almoss
cOMinwous stream of earnest and satirical
things, like the line between being a snsh
and being “fearful and fundamensally
chosed off o new experiences”; how the
problem with parental Jove ks that i€'s “ulti
mately tautological”; whether there is

live mgging and pgging from t
emergency and back again” she pleads
with them, *1 craved the simphe privacy of
not being a political actor” She can well by
their smirks that “the children did pot ac-
cept the possibility of an apolitical life”
Duorushy thinks that people acting more
or bess normally in the fsce of climste
change is “not evidence of stupisdity or lack
of care bus some mixture of impotence and
courage” She g.nml\' notes thatr while =it
would have macle serse to die in the first
wave” of prior end-time scenarios — “to
burn up in & nuclear holocaust, for exam-
ple™ — the “present, ongeing, mobile disas-
ter” means that “one should aspire 1o sur-
wive, hide and migrate"
Smallword’s novel is & good argument for

™ abour
sleep raining an infant. Smallwood's wark
brings to mind that of E6f Batuman and
Sam Lipsyte, writers for whom the form of
the novel can feel like merely an excuse
(and a fine one), 3 vessel 1o hokd roving psy-
chological and social observation.

This iz nat 1o say “The Lifte of the Mind™ is
withour sustained themes. 1t has plenty of
them, one of which is the end of lniﬂsk. o
preguancies. Of ambition. Of the natural
world. Even of things that indtially, and not
all that long ago, felt like the end of other
things. { Dorothy misses “the age of email,*
when she would write long and meaningful
digital betters 1o friends.)

In Smallwood’s hands, even twilight is
plenty bright.

History Prize
For Book On

World War II
Homefront

Fractures in American society
after Pearl Harbor resonate
during today’s pandemic.

By JENNIFER SCHUESSLER
Tracy Campbedl, author of “The Year of Per-
ik: America in M2 has n named the
winner of the Mew-York Historical Society s
Barbara and David Zakaznick Book Prize,
whach i given each Vear to the beat Work if
the fickd of American history or biography.

The beok, published by Yale University
Press, challenges the public memory of the
War years s o time of national unity and re-
sobve. Instead, Campbell kooks at the decp
fractures within American society a year af-
url Harbar, as a series of defeats in the
and the siruggle 1o create a beach-
headin Exrope seemed to bring the country
o the brink of military defeat and splinter-
ing from within.

When the book was released kast May, its
resonances with the pandemic, which had
struck with a Pear| Harbor-like suddenness
and shock, were not lost on reviewers.
George E Will, writing in The Washington
P ledt the book a challenge 1o " the sac-

yth that ‘ever 'ina
mason united by the sense of ‘all being in
this together:

Trb the biak, Camphell, a professor ad the

- 1o §

VA TRACY CaniorLL
Tracy Campbell, author of “The Year of Peril"

University of Kentucky, wrote that he had
started thinking about the hook at an earfier
ent of national shock, the 2008 fnan-
s, T i stasement about the prive, he
said he hoped the book illustrated “the cen-
tral importance of a funClioning govern-
ment, of individuals working rowarnd some-
thing larger than themsetves, and the resil-
ience and fragility of democracy”

He added: “We live in a moment thal
demonsirates how we need 10 move past
comfortable and reassuring myths, and 1o
conframt our history with a eriticall eye, A
Fundlameneal premise of the ook is that we
can best understand a society by seeing it
under its greatest siress.”

The prize comes with a $50,000 award,
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At the Oscars, Kindling the Fires of Diversity

CONTINUED FROM PAGE €1
e of color into its ranks after the imense
= DscarsSoWhite outery in 2015 and 2016,
‘when the acting nominees were all white.

This year, nominations in the lead actor
category went to Riz Ahmed (“Sound of
Metal™), Chadwick Boseman {*Ma Ralney's
Black Bottom™) and Steven Yeun ("Mi-
mari”). Gary Oldman (~Mank") and Aniho-
1y Hopkines (“The Father™) roursded out the
category. Yeun is the firse Asian-American
v e smiimated for best actor and Ahmed is
the first Muslim 1o be nomanaged for best ac-
g

For best actress, the academy recognized
Vioks Davis (“Ma Rainey's Black Bostom"),
Andra Day (*The United States ve. Billie
Holiday ™) and Carey Mulligan (“Promising
Young Waoman®). Also nominated were
Vanessa Kirbyy (*Preces of a Woman”™) and
Frances McDormand (“Nomadland®),

It was a year in which streaming took
firm hokd in Hollywood, thanks to theater
shurdowns caused by the coronavirus, Con-
tenders like “Ma Rainey's Black Botsom,”
“Mank,” “One Night in Miami™ and “Borat
Subsequent Moviefilm® were relessed by
the likes of Metflix and Amazon Even re-
Ieases from traditiol 5, like Search-
light's “Nomadiand Judas and the
Black Messiah” from Warner Bros., were
probably warched by maore peaphe on
streaming services than in the Bmited num-
ber of theaters that could show them,

“We were starving for film, starving for
mew stuff 1o wateh, and T recognized that |
probally wasn's alone in that” said Shaka
King, the writer-director of “Jucks and the
Black Messiah," who has spent most of the
pandemic quarantining a1 home in Brook-
Iym, =T i bat of wiays, [ think we got to folks
who otherwise wouldn't have ventured to
the theaters 1o sec a movie about a Black
Marxist revolutionary. They ended up
witching i1 and 1 think a lot of people who
would have been repelled by his politics
probaby connected t them in Some way

As expected, Neflb: dominmred, with 3
nominations, With the majority of theaters
closed this year, many major studios moved
their Dscar comenders M Nexr year's
comupetition. Sl the manner in which Nes-
flix Nas hammered its way into Hollywoods
most prestigicus club in recent years s
stunning: It had as few 2 eight poming-
tions in 2018

Disney had the second-largest namiber of
nominations this year: 13, Its Searchlight
division scored for “Nomadiand,” whike
Piar's “Soul” was recognized for its score,
wound and in the best animated feature cas-
egory. Pixars “Onward” was also nomi-
nated for best animated feature.

Amazon Studios earned L2 nominaions,
including the recognivion for “Sound of Mel-
al” “Ome Night in Miami® received three
nominations and “Borat Subsequent Mov-
lefilm” parnered rwo.

For the first time, Apple joined the Dscar
race, with its “Wolfwallers," which was
nominated for best animated feature, and
“Greyhoursd” which was nominated for
best sound.

saudios were still a significant
presence, w h films like "Tudas and the
Black Messiah® ( Warner Bros.) and “The
Father” (Sony Pictures Classics). Focus
Features, the indie division of Universal,
scored five nominations for “Promising

-

Abave, Frances McDormand
i = Nomadland " Far right,
Eroms rop, foregrosnd from
bedt, Cablin Fitzgerald,
Joreiny Strong and Sacha
Baron Cohen in “The Trial of
the Chizaga 7 ; Rir Ahmed
a3 Ruben in “Sound of
Metal”: Olivia Colman

and Anthony Hopldns in
“The Fathee”

o
ﬂ"s‘

Young Woman” even though its parent
company was shut out of the best picture
race for “News of the Workd " { That film was
mominated in various wehnical categories,
including soumd and cinematography.)

The Dscars ceremany, which was pushed
back two months because of the pandemic,
will be an April 25, The secretive academy
Thias ept details under Wraps, eXcept o say
that it will take place ot two bocations this
wesar: the usual Dofby Theter in Holly wood
and Unlon Station in downtown Los Ange-
les.

A First for Best Director

There has never been more than ane wony-
an nominated for best di rector ina vear, and
only five women have been nominated in
the category in the academy’s nesrly 100

years.

That finally changed.

Zhuo, the filmmaker behind *Nomsd-
land,” scored her fest directing omknation
in a category tradisionally dominated by
white men. Zhao, who won the Golden
Globe, is the first Chinese worman 1o be
naminatesd for a best director Oscar

She wias joined by Fennell for her debat
effort, “Promising Young Woman® Fen-
nell's nomination is the firs tme a woman
has been nominated tor her first feture.

Left ot was Aaran Sorkin, who many
prognosticators believed would land a
nomination for “The Trial of the Chicago 7.

Regina King, a former Oscar winner for
besst supporting actress, was overiooked for
her directorial debut, “Cne Night in Miami."*
Bat thas film did receive three nominations,

Ms. 2 e

mchading best adapted soreenplay and best
supporting actor for Leslse Odom Je's por-
trayal of Sam Cooke. 1t was notably not is-
clucbesd i the best piciise calegory,

Of the five directors nominated, only
Fincher (*The Social Network,” “The Curi-
ous Case of Benjamin Burton”) has been
nominated before, though he has never
W,

Chung was also nominated for best origi
nal screenplay for “Minari; his personal
siory about growing up on a small farm in
Arkansas as the son of Korean immigrants,

Lots of Firsts

“udas and the Black Messiah™ made his-
tory: For the first time, a fim with an all
Black producing eam (made up of the di-
rector Shaka King, Ryan Coogler and

Does ‘Judas’ have a lead?
What's up with Black dramas
And how about Jodie Foster?

PLENTY OF MISTORY WAS MADE when the
Academy Award nominations were an-
nounced Monday moesing, but it just
wouldn't be the Oscars without a few
swerves and head-scratching omissions.
Below, the Projectiomist surveys the biggest
surprises and most high-profile snbs.

Wheo leads ‘Judas and the Black Messial'?
When Pwo mes oF b womnsen co-leacd an Os-
car contender, you can bet that savwy sirat-
wegists will pasition one as a lead and one as
a suppariing role in a béd i spread the
wealth and get them both nominated. That
was the original plan for “Judas and the
Black Messiah” where Lakeith Stanfield
wans deemed the bead, mostly so he could get
ot of the way of Danied Kahuiya, whe's
teen racking up supparting-actor wins all
seazons. BuL in a big surprise, Stanfield
picked up more votes in the supporting-
actor category, so both men exmed their
nominations there, It does raise the ques-
tion, though: If Stanfield and Knluuya ane
both supportng actors, then who exactly is
this maovie supposed to be abou?

Aaron Sarkin gets the ‘Argo’ treatment.
Though “The Trial of the Chicaga 7 s oneof
the most nominated Oscar contendens and
Aaron Sorkin picked up a nomination for his
wcreenpilay, lve was 1eft out of the best direc-
tor Hneup entirely as the *Another Round”
director Thomas Vimerberg nabbed the
=pat most expected would goto Sorkin, Still,
plenty of history was made in that catego-
ry: The “Momadiand” director Chioé Zhao
became the fiest Chinese woman and first
worman of eolor 1o be nominated for best di-
rector, and alongside the * Promising Young
Woman® filmmaker Emerald Fennedl, this iz
the firse tiwe in Cescar history that two wom-
enwere nominated in the best director cate-
ROFY at the same time,

Few Black-led dramas make

the best picture cut.

At the Sereen Actors Guild, a majority of the
Eroup's nominations for the op ensembde

EYLEBUCHANAN | THE PROJECTIONIST

Some Snubs, Shocks and Curveballs

CRAAM AT STAF LM, Y ASSCCITED L
Tap, Delroy Linda, faregromnd, in S pibe Lee's a5 Bloods™ Abave,

Globes winmer for her

award went 10 Block-led dramas. In the end,
lnmﬂ, none of those three SAG nominees
— “Da 5 Bloods” “Ma Rainey's Black Boe-
tom” and “One Night in Miami® — made Os-
car's hest picture cut, and anly the late
breaking contender “Judas and the Black
Messiah” earned a nominsation. And while
the acting races were filled with diverse
nominees — ix of the 30 acting shots went
1o Black performers, a record — the critics’
favorite Delroy Lingdo from “Da & Bloods®
saill landed putside the best actor final five.

Jodic Foster's momentum fakters.

When Jodie Foster was annoanced as the
winner of the supporting actress Golden
Glotwe for ser role as a IIWIBD ln\\'j-?f in*The
Mauritanian” the actress appeared utterly
shocked, since she hadled from a moch
bower-profile comtender than her fellow
neminees. The win certalnly conxed more
Oscar voters to check out her film than nor-
msally would have, bat in the end, it wasa't
enough: Foster became the rare supporting
actress contender whose Golden Globe win
colldi't even earn her an DScar nomin-
tion,

Almodévar proves too big for the shorts.
Ome of the most rapusously reviewed con-
renders.of the year ran nolonger than & hakf-
hour: Pedro Almoddvar made his English-
language debit with “The Human Voice” &
bive-action short starring Tilda Swintor,
Most pundits assumed it was the frone-
Funmer in its category, but the insular shorts
branch snubbed it entirely, perhaps resent-
img that some big-name stars coald swamp
a categary that's usually filled by up-and-
COMETS.

“Boys State’ loses the election.

Few documentaries had the buzz of *Boys
State” Apple's well-received movie abaut
weennge boys navigating political cam-
priigns over the cousse of a long weekend.
Bur the documentary branch often bristes
when it cames to high-profile contenders:
Hothy tipped movies like “Won't You Be My
Neaghbaor?” “Apallo 117 and *Three [denti-
cal Strangers" were all snubbed in years
past, and now “Boys State” can their
!-]'nlrmdrmjv- (Atlenst the movie tself im-

, Bt WA

i “The
an Oscar. Right, a seene from the mmwy Boys State”

= She waes o sur pr

!mrn a Wllll.(‘a|l5f motivated defeat.)
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Charles D. King) wos recognized in the
most prestigious calegory: best picture.
Among other firses, Ahmed (“Sound of Mes.
al") became the first Muslim to be nomi-
nated for est actor. Zhao became IM f!’EI
woman to receive four nominations
ghe year, according vo the acsdemy
Seventy women received a total of 76
nominations over all, a record.

Tumisia received its first nomination, with
“The Man Who Sold His Skin,” about a tat-
toved refugee wha finds himself exhibited
i art galleries, among the contenders for
best international film (formesty bess for
«ign film). It will compete against movies
from Denmark (“Another Round”), Hong

i (“Better Days"), Romania (“Col-
lective™) and Bosmia and Herzegovina
(Qun Vindis, Aida?"),

= T

- L

The nominees for best supporting actor are
Sacha Baron Cohen for “The Trial of the Chi-
catgn 77" Daniel Kaluuya for “Jodas and the
Black Messiah,” Odom for “One Night in Mi-
ami” Paul Raci for “Sound of Metal” and
Lakeith Stanfield for “Fudas and the Black
Messiah"

Besl SUppOTting  BCLres  nominations
wenl 1o Maria Bakalova for “Bora Subse-
quent Moviefilm,” Glenn Close for “Hillbilly
Elegy" Olivia Colman for “The Father”
Amanda Seyfried foe “Mank” and Yob-Jung
Youn for “Minar.~

{rther nominations went 1o Zhao, for her
adapted screenplay for “Nomadiand,” and
Fennell for her original “Pramising Young
Woesan” script. Baron Coben akeo pecked up
a menmimation for his “Bors® screenpliy,

Film Nominations
Bring Three Firsts

After nearly a half-century,
stronger Black representation
in a major category.

Nominees for the 2021 Academy Awards

The Dl Acadeny Anards caramay & schoduded for Aprf 25, Here are the nominees,

BEST PICTURE ADAPTED SCREENPLAY VISUAL EFFECTS
“The Father™ “Boral Submequent Mavisfilm™ “Love and Morsters’
“Iudis and the Biack Messish™ “The Father™ “The Midright Sky™
“Manik” “Momadiand” ¢ Ml
“Ninan" =0 Night in Mismi™ “The Ona arsd Oridy Wan”
“Nomadiand” i “Tha White Tiger™ “Tona”
“Promising Young Waman™ !
~Sound of Matal" ANIMATED FEATURE SCORE
- Chicago 7" “Orweard”™ “Da 5 Bloods"
The Tralat the 7 “Ovar the Moon” “Mank”
BEST DIRECTOR “A Shaun the Sheep Movia: “Minar”
Lee Isasc Chung, “Minar® Farmageddon™ “Mews of the Word™
Ermeraid Fennel, “Promising Young “Soul” “Soul”

Wismean™ “Wollwalkers™
Dimid Finchas, “Mank™ Foha
Chiloé Zhao, “Nomadiand® PRODUCTION DESIGN “Husavic™ (“Eurovision Song Contest:
Thomas Vinterberg, “Ancther Round™ “The Father” The Story al Fire Saga”)

| Sank® . “Fight for You" (*judas and the Black

BEST ACTOR “Ma Rainey's Blsck Bottom™ Mezaish™)
iz Alwreed, “Sound of Metal™ + “hews ol the Workd™ ¢ Lo {Seen)” ("The Life Ahead™)
Chndwick Boseman, “Ma Rainey's Black | “Tenat™ =Spank Now® {*0na Night in Miami“y

Botiom® “Hear My Vaics™ ("The Trial of the Chi-
Anthony Hopkins, “The Father” COSTUME DESIGH cagn 7°)
Gary Oldman, “Marik” Em”
Stoven Youn, “Minari” “Ma Rainey's Biack Botiom™ DOCUMENTARY FEATURE

B “Collective”

BEST ACTRESS “Mutan® “Crip Camp™
WViola Danis, “Ma Rainey's Black Bottom® © “Pinaochio” “The Mole Agent”
Andra Dy, “The Uniled Slates vs. Billie By Oclopus Teacher™

Hidicksy™ CINEMATOGR, Ll “Time™
Vanessa Kirty, “Places of s Woman™ | 5€8n Bobbitt, “Judas ard the Black
Frances McDormand, *Nomacdiand” Messinh™ ulumnuuunwu
& . i Ers Messarschidt, “Mank” “Another

o MR TRl Young Darkusz Walski, “News of the World” “Better Days Hong Hong

Joshua James Richards, “Momasdiand™ “Callective,” Romania

BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR

Phadon Papamichasd, “The Trial of the

“The Man Who Sold His Skin,” Tunisia

Sacha Baron Cohen, “The Trial of the. Chicage 7 “Qua Vadis, Aida?” Bosnia and Here-
Chicagn 7 gvina

Danict Kaluya, *Judas and he Black EoiTinG
e ah" “The Father” ANIMATED SHORT

Leslie Odam Jr.. “Dre Night in Miami™ “homadiand” Burrow”

Pl Flaci, “Sound of Metal™ “Promising Young Wamsa™ ; “Genius Los™

Liskiailh Stanfield, “Judas and he Black “Sound af Matar™ W Anyihing Happens | Love You™
Messinh™ ¢ “The Trial of the: Chicageo 7 “Opara”

“Yes-Peophe”

BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS ¢ MANEUF AND HAIRSTYLING

Maria Baknlova, “Borat Subsequent “Emma” DOCUMENTARY SHORT
Maniodim” “Hilily Blogy”™ “Calatte™

Glenm Qlose, -H|||M|n.:hm,- “Ma Rainey's Black Bottom™ 'ABD'I:H‘!D. Is a Corwarsation™

Oifvias Colman, “The Fisther™ Mank Do Mot Spiit

Amands Seyfried, “Mank™ Pinacchia! xmr'ﬁhn"mu )

Yuh-Jung Youn, “Minari™ e Sang Lsha
GIMAL SCREENPLAY “Grayhound™ LIVE-ACTION SHORT

‘udas and the Biack Messiah®™ “hank” “Fosling Through®

“Minar® “News of the Waorid” “The Letter Room®

“Promising Ye Worar™ © "Soul” i “The Present”

_mr:;;gmw “Sound of Mela | “Two Distant Strangers”

“Whiite Eye”

“The Trial ot the: Chicagn 7°

By SARAN BAHR
Andra Day was just the second Black woi-
an to win best actress in a drama at the
Galden Globes.

Now, she's part of another milessane: For
thee firse time i nearly 50 years, two Black
women are up for tse Acadeny Awsrd for
best actress in the same year.

Day, who plays the singer Billie Holiday
in the Hulu biopic “The United States vs.
Billie Holiday" and Viola Davis, who plays
another pioneering singer in *Ma Rainey's
Black Bottom,” are the first pair of Black ac-
tresses Lo be nominated since Diana Ross
(“Lady Sings the Blues™) and Cicely Tyson
(*Soumder”) taced off in 1973,

Andl, in a vwist of tate, Day is nominated
for the same rode thar Ross played. Though,
she's probably hoping for better luck: Ross
It the K73 race to Liza Minnelti, who won
for her performance as Sally Bowles in
“Calbaret”

Day tokd Variety in January that she took
an immersive approach w her character, in-
cluding losing nearly 40 pounds and
up drinking and smoking cigarettes.
asked God to give me all of the pain and
trauma,” she said. It was her frst aoing role
in a major film.

Though *The Uniteed States ws, Billie Holi-
day" received mixed reviews, Day gar-
nered critical acclaim for what The New
York Times co-chief film critic A. 0. Scott
called her “canny and charismatic” per-
formance, Her voice, he wrote, “has some of
Holday's signature breathy rasp and defi-
cate lilt, and suggests her ability 1w move
from whimsy to anguish and back in the
apace of & phrase”

This is Davis’s fourth nomination. (She
Wan best supporting Actress in 2017 for her
role in “Fences™) In “Ma Rainey” she plays
the blues singer Ma Rainey alongside Chad-
wick Eogemanw trumpeter, Levee, in what
wag al film rale
of colon cancer in August.

“Davis brilliamly portrays both the vul-
nerable posttion and indomiable spirit of
this sturdy figure,” Mark Kermode wrote in
The Guardian in December, “with fiery eyes
shining through the dark shadows and bat-
tered roage of her makeup, proudly stand-
ing her ground.”

Day and Davis will g Vanessa

1"}, and Ben Kingsley (“Gand
Sand and Fog"), whose father is Ind
EBrynner and Kingsley each wan the aw
anee.

Yeun and Ahmed have soms igh o
petition: The other thiee nominees
year are Boseman (“Ma Rainey's Bl
Botiom™ ), who won a pesthumous Gol
Glolse for best actor in a dran, Anth
Hopkins (*“The Father™) and Gary Oldn
(*Mank”).

Writing in The Times, Scon called Yo
performance in “Minar.” 4= & Korear im
grant father whao moves his famaly o
Ozarks, “effonbessly magnetic” S
praised his procliviy for finding “the cra
in the character's carefully cultivisted
serve, the lnrge, unsettled emotions bek
e facide of SLicism.”

Ahmed won acclaim For his performa
a5 a drummer who loses his hearing
“Sound of Metal,” which the critic Jeanm
Catsoulis of The Times praised for its °
traordinarily intricate” sound design.
singled out Ahmed for his “tweaking urg
oy that's poignantly creditile — he's 2 st
in distress”

Even though only four men of Asian |
itage have ever been nominated for bess
var, the situsation i far maore bleak in the ¢
actress category, where only one woms:
Asian heritage has ever been nomins
(Merte Oberon for the 1935 drama
Dark Angel™), and she did not win,

Two Women Ara Up for Best Diroctor

For the first time in the history of the
cars, more than one female filmmaker
been nomimsated for best director in a sir

ar.

On Monday, Chioé Zhao ("Nomadlar
and Emerald Femnell {“Promising Yo
Woman™) scored nominations alongs
Lee [saac Chung (“Minari”), David Finc
(“Mank®) and Thomas Vinterberg (“
other Round”). The honor is also noible
cause the category rarely features
women: Before this year, only five fem
filmmakers had been recognized.

Zhao became the first Asian Womas
win best directoe 3t the Golden Globe
February, when “MNomadland,” the story

w who joins the couniry's itiner
work force, also picked up best pictun
the drama category. The film is a str
contender 1o win best picture at the 9
Dscars on April 25.

“Promising Young Woman," about
quest for vengeance afver a friend is rag

Kirby (“Pieces of 4 Woman™), Frances
MeDormand (“Momadland”) and Carey
Mulligan (*Promising Young Woman"}.

In the more than %0 years the nwards
single Black best actress winner — H-lllr
Berry for “Monster's Ball* in 2001

“It's e of my biggest hearthreaks” she
todd Variety last year. *The morning after, 1
thoaght, “Waow, | was chosen to open a doos”
e noane . . Tquestion, "Was
that an important mament, or was it juss an
imipariant mament for me?*”

A Milostona for Men of Asian Heritage

It's been nearly 20 years since 3 man of
Aslan heritage nowched a best sctor nomi-
nation from the Academy of Motion Pictire
Arts and Scienes.

But this year, for the first time in the 83-
year history of the Oscars, there are two:
Steven Yeun {“Minari"), who was borm in
Souith Korea amd raised in the United States,
and Riz Ahmed (“Sound of Metal™), who i a
Briton of Pakisiani descen. Both Ahmed
and Yeun are first-time nominees.

Their inclusion is especially notable be-
couse despite @ spate of Asianded films in
recent years, including kast year's best pac-
ture winnes, “Parasite,” the academy had
failed to recognize the performers,

Just two actors of As:nn heritage hnve

wikh i for four Gohlen Globes,
cluding best director and best pecture
the end it was shut out

“Nomadiand™ was largety wedl review
with Scott praising Zhan's sHention "o
interpliay between human emotion and
ography, to the way space, light and w
reveal character”

“Promising Young Woman® receive
more mixed reception, though USA Tod:
Brian Truitt characterized Feanetl, s
te the script, &s a “stunning ¢
ing voice with a cunning herc
who's impossible not to adore”

If esther Zhao or Fennell were to win,
would become just the second wop
named best director — and the first in m
than a decade. In 2010, Kathryn Bige
won for her Iraq War film “The F
Locker™ Mext year, Zhao may also hay
chance to become the first female dire
1o be nominated twice — she's helming
Marwvel superbero movie “Eternals” «
rently et for reliase in November,

The: ather waomen who have been no
nated are Lina Wertmiilber (in 1977 for =S
en Beauties™), Jane Campion (*The Pix
1594}, Sofia Coppola (*"Lost in Translati
2004 and Greta Gerwig (“Lady Bi
2018).

Last year, 16 percent of the top 1 g
ing films were directed by women, soos
ing to the Center for the Study of Wome

ever been BV
Russian-born Yul Brylml:r (*The King 'md

and Film, up from 12 percen
200% and 4 percent in 2018

D L

Top, Andrs Day as Rillie Holiday in the Huls biopse =The Unieed Sires vs, Billie Holiday™
Absove, Viola Davis playing the bloes singer Ma Rainey in “Ma Rainey's Black Botoom.”
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Notes (High and Low) From the Grammys

CONTINUED FROW PAGE €1
-'.\'A[" with Cardi B thar
1y

s wildly ani

broadcast networks, wies chef's s,
JON CARAMANICA

Best Accessory: Harry Styles's Boa
The first-time nominee Harry Styles kicked

off the show with a groovy, casi
ismatic rendition of “W

knee:
Styles pmsu-\sc--.- a murh mare
I no less magnetic — s resence. “Wa-
termedon Sugar” never sounded better o
it it during this performance, which made
Its subsequent surprise win for best pop
solo performance all the more understand-
able. Something tells me boa season is ap-
priaching.

LINDSAY Z0LADE

®

Worst Twist Ending:

Billie Eilish's Record of the Year Award

At the very end of & Grammys cefensony
thart dhidd its best v pretend as i the Record-
Ing Academy has always supported and
centered Black artists, women and espe-
ack women, Billie Eilish was put in

ded record of
¥ “Everything 1 .
mideempo in-berweener of a wack, only a
year after swesping the Wp four categories
with her debut album, Eilish could only
gush over Megan Thee Stallion.

“This is really embarras
Eilish, a white teenager who — like many in
ler generation and beyond — worghips
Black culture. “You are a queen; [ want to
cry thinking about how much | love YUIR-
She went o, [t was uncomiforiably reemin:
cent of Adele priasing Beyomcé when “25'
beat “Lemonade” for album of the year in
2017, and also of that infamous Macklemore
text 10 Kendrick Lamar, Some anline bris.
tled at the performative white guilt on di
play, while others applaum\ll '8 appar-
ently sincere fandom. But only a stubbarnty
ld-Fashioned voting body tha still just boe-
ors mp when it's convenient could be
blamed.

JOE COSCARELLE

Hest Reality Check:

Prosenters From Shuttered Stages
Meither musscians nor fans can forger that
the pandemic las shit down lve music.
Sprimkled amang the awards preserers —
instead of the usual actors promoting CBS
shows and stray sports figures — were peo-

e whio work at king-rusning clubs and the.
aers: the Station lnn in Nashville, the Troo-
badour and the Hotel Cafe in Los Angele

the Apallo Theate arlem. They spoke
pretaped from their empty misic halls and
announced the winners live, Billy Mitchel
whe started working at the Apolio in 139
recalled that James Brown had demanded
1o see his repart cand, insisted he improve
his grades: and later gave him money that
Mitchell pat Loward business school and a
- at the Apoll
mialky biecame the official historian, Music
changes lives offsiage, 1o,
JON PARELES

Best Disco Fantasy: Dua Lipa

st his lived its
e in quarantine, but it begs to be let
nio the night and sato dance Noors
around the world. At the Grammys, the
British pop singer and songwriter ga
ghinpse of the other side — glitter, Mashing
lights, throbbing bass lines, people dusting

and ended with “Thon’t

Start Mow” the powerhowse kiss-off that
v ninated for both record and song of

ar. The track didn't take home either

it Lipa et with a o rl)‘ph) for rmp V-

the: honor of o

at-IWoie ViEWers into a few minuies uhpl[

ited couch dancing,

CARYN GANE

HOME TO THE PIAZZA
ALBERICA. THIS
ITALIAN CITY IS BETTER
KNOWN FOR WHAT IT
SUPPLIED TO WORKS
BY HENRY MOORE &
MICHELANGELD

FOR THE CORRECT
RESPONSE, WATCH
JEOPARDY! TOMIGHT
OR LOOK IM THIS
SPACE TOMORROW
IY THE TIMES.

Yesterday's Respon:
WHAT

Watch JEOPARDY!
7. on Channel 7

Best Confrontational Politics:
Lil Baby and DaBaby
Lil Baby released *The Bigger Pictur
5 witobigraphical

protest song, bess than three weeks after
George Floyd was killed in Minneapaolis last
summer, on the very day that Rayshard
Erooks was fatally shot by the potice in the
TEppCr's nsive Atlana.

With appearances by the actor and activ-

Brooks's killing; the organizer Tamika Mal-
lory, who addressed President Biden in a
speech; and Killer Mike, who added some

Houn the Jeweds to the mix, Lil Baby's per-
formance managed 1o invoke the despair
anid anger of that moment withous it feeling
co-opted by U instiutions Usat were pla
ing host,

Eartier in the show, DaBaby did the same,
adding & new verse wo *Rockstar” his sneak-
ity wrenching ode to firearms, and making
wye contact with America as be rapped in
vt & choir of oider white people in judge’s
sbes: “Right now 'm performing ac the
s/ Il probably get profiled before
Avin
JEIE COSCARELLE

Worst Queen Worship:
The Grammiys to Beyonce
D you mm-\. |m\ Beyonce has now won
iy ather female s
v-n Of course you d |e|
L.nmm}s;oum nat sop reminding you. To
b chear this is a monumental achievement,
and ane that the goddess among mortals
Beyonce Giselle Knowles-Carter ahsolutely
deserves, But there was a Grammys-dosh-
protest-tos-much quality 1o the way Trever
Noal and the show's presenters kept re
minling us of this fact over and over, almost
as though the Recording Academy was try-
ing bo make amends 1o Beyoncs for is past
transgressions on live television. (Those
Lransgr ons include, but are not imsted
to, icing the woman who has basically re-
designed the modern pop album over the
[ast decade out of wins in the big four cate-
pories sinoe 2010,)
It was awkward. Even B&'}'UIX‘("'S I'\.*(‘ilgl!i-

tion for “Black Parade” — a good Song, sre,
but hardly among her best or most impact-
ful work — fel i

culp 3
e several years ago. T
Beyoncé cenainly made
though, and ber accepance speeches were
among the night's highlights — especially
hher beaming big-sister energy as her *
age” collaborator Megan Thee Stallion
cepled their shared, very deserved award
for best rap song,

LENDSAY ZOLADE

the most af i,

Best Use of Quarantine Time:

Taylor Swift's Album of the Year

Going into Grammy night, album of the
year was Taylor Swift's award 1o lose. Per-
haps o ether LP s come to symbolize our
pandemic  year mare thoroughty  than
“Folklore” which Swift created emtirely
during quarantine amd embellished with a

warm and woolly homebound aesthetic.
H rammy performance — a mediey of
1" and “Au-

‘olklore” songs “Cardig,
Villow™ from ler second
2020 album, “Evermore” — relied perhaps
too liserally on that sesthetic
ickesing visual whimsy all arcund
peoducers Jack Antonoff and
ner (who both joined her on-
set made up to look like a one-
age) detracted a bit from the di-
rect power of her somgeraft, which was
more easily appreciated in the other
awnrds-show performance she has given in
support of “Folkbore!
bones interpretation of
year's Country Muskc Awards. But Swift, a
onetime {,r«nun} darling who before 10-
might hiad rot had a win since 2006, has been
out of the shows spotlight for long enough
that her win felt triumphant. In keeping
with & night defined by femi 5'
achievements it added an impressive
feather 1o her cap, making her the only fe-
male artist in Grammy history to win album
of the year thres Hmes,
LANIKSAY ZOLADE

Best Blasts (and Ballads) From the Past:
Silk Sonic and In Memoriam

Bruno Mars is not hing if not adiligent archi-
vist, digging into the details of vintage
styles, and Anderson . Pask joins him on the

Top from befu: the Grammys
Ivinst Trewor Noah, center, with
Eric Burton, left, and Adrisn
Guesada of Black Pumas; and
Harry Styles. Center, Lil Baby

ng “The Bigger
Picrure™ Third row from lef.
Billie Eifish accepting the
record of the year award for
“Everyihing | Wansed.” with
Fimneas O'Connell. her brother
and producer; and Taylor Swift
acceping (e awasd for album
of the year for “Folidore” Ledt,
Beyoncé accepting the awand
for best &R performance for
“Hiack Parude.”

retro quest in ther new project Silk Sanic,
They went ail in on “Leave the Door Ope
a perind-piece homage (o smooth 15705
cal-group RER. In thre
and shirts with collars that spread almost
shoulder-wide, they traded off griuy leads
and sisave backup Barmonies, choreogra
phy included. From another time capsube,
u! P ak returned for the In Memori-
. paying raucous tribute o Lis-
lle |u|ur:l \nlh Mars Whooping it up imo
an old-fashioned microphone and  Paak
slamming a kit of tger-striped drums. The
memorial segment continued with tasteful
menbesty: Lionel R delivering Kenny
‘s “Lady” with eleginc melanchod
Brandi Carlile singing John Prine’s last
song, *1 Remember Everything,” with affec.
tianate respect
The closing tribute probably made more
sense in Britaln, With Coldplay's Chris Mar-
rin oa pigno, Brivany Hoeward worked up to
belting “I'll Walk A (from the
Rodgers and Hammerstein musical “Ca-
rousel”) over a country shuffke. [t wasa con-
voluted memorial to Gerry Marsden, of

o
jece mocha suits

2

the song in 12

wddder, the sang reappearcd moments kater,
with Howard singing over a better backup
track, in & commercial.

JON PARELES

Best Juggling Act: Trevor Noah

Hosting an awards show during pandemic
season is.a job without precedent, or sturdy
rudes, At this year's Grammys — o méange
of live performances, pretaped Segments
and award presentations handed out on
dowmown Los Angeles rooftop — the remit
of the job was deeply confused, And still
Trevor Naah proved mastly adept: vibrant
energy, a litle bit of awe, some topical-u-
mor fency and a bit of cheek, but not too
much. Oocasionally e literally insered
himself into the end of & performance, o
purposely overlapped with something hap-
pening elsewhere onstage, which in mo-
ments felt awkward, but actually belped to
wdd ghue to a patchwork affair. There were
some lumpy spois, and his cringey joke
host shasing a Ded with Cardi B feh ke an
mitudinal refic of the 19805, but on the
whole, Noah made something that could
hiave fedt like several competing shows feel
Ik one.

JON CARAMANICA

Beat Sell-Criticism: Harvey Mason Jr.

The obligatory Grammy speech by the
head of the Recording Academy tends o
mingle platitudes aboun the power of music
with ikl bablying. Harvey Mason J&, who
took over as mtenm president and chair-
man after the academy fired Deborah
Dugan just before last year's Grammy
Awnrds, offered something differcnt: the
closest the GIJMI]I_\.i hav BOiLen 1O A mea
culpa. “We hear the cries for diversity,
pleas for representation and demands far
transparency,” he said, over o soundirack of
EAFIES! Pl ight I'm here to-ask that
entire music community o join in, work
with Us not against us, 35 we buid a new
Recording Academy thae we can all be
proud of.” He sdded, “This is nol the vision
of tomorrow but the job for today” Proeis-
img sentiments — will they be enosgh?
FON PARELES

Best Overdue Nomination: Mickey
Guyton

Trevar

Hoah  awkwardly  introduced
Guyton as “the first Black female
iat eVer pominatid in a count
— fiar more a reflection on country
and the Grammys than on her own
mesits. (She lost best country soln

Gill in the precele
ceremony.) But Guyton, who will be co-
hosting the Academy of Country Music
Awards in April, gracefully seized this
time moment, ng “Black Like
Mo, a blunt indsctment T wou think we
live in the land of the free; You should try 1o
be Black like me” — that strives to end ona
hopedul note, [t's & hymnlike song that wel-
comed a backup choir and a big buildup on
the way to a climactic, “Someday we'll all
be free” And it misde Guyion a very hard
act for Miranda Lamben and Maren Mor-
ris to follow.

FON PARELES

clear
perfarmance to Vince

Best Mixed Emotions: Halm
Dandelle Hayim started “The Steps,
nated for best rock performarn
el thye drtems, with & pag
her face and a beat to match
ing about being underestimated and mis-
understood, and the Grammys si !|1|?]}'
stuck the three-sister band le,
Este and Alana — ||n]|\- middle of |I\|I flnur
But Haim switched instrumenss as well is
moods midsong; Danielle moved from
drums to guitar and back while her voice
briefly changed from annoyved to wounded ;
it can hurt to be mssundersiood. By the end
attack, bus the

10K PARELES
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By ALAN BURDICE
“The pandemic which has just swept round the
earth s been without precedent”

So noted a May 1819 article in the journal
Science, “The Lessons of the Pandemic.” The au-
thor, Maj. George A. Soper, was an Amertcan elv-
il and sanitation engineer who, among other ac-
complishments, had devised a plan for ventilat-
ing Mew York's subway system, He was famous
for having linked, in 1904, a series of typhoid fe-
ver suthreaks to a cosk named Mary Mallon who
was hersell immune to the disease: Typhoid
Mary, the first asymptomatic supersproesder
known to modern science.

The pandemic, of course, was the Spanish
fu of 1918-19, which caused 50 million deaths
worldwide, including 675,000 in the United
States. Schentists had no idea what had hit them,
Soper wrote: “The most astonishing thing about
the pandemic was the complete mystery which
surrounded (" Viruses were still unknown; the
illness was clearly i

edifying, The pulilic has been able to walch sci-
ence af iLs messy, iterative, imperfect best, with
ing to draw i

A hundred-plus years of medical progress
Ialer the same obatacle remains. It |9Il|kdl.|l.j‘ﬂf

real time from growing heaps of data. Never has
science been so evidently n process, more mas-
cle thin bane,

Was a common result — bt lln: culm: was
thought i be bacterial. (The actual pathogen, an
HIND influenza A virus, was not identified until
the 1990s.)

“Nobody seemed to know what the disease
wis, \dmltl:mclmmur)wwtusmpn Soper
wrote, “Anxious minds are inguiring today
whether another wave of it will come again."

The pandemic currently underway could
hardly be more transparent by comparison.
Within weeks of the first cases of Covid-19, in Wu-
han, scientists had identified the pathogen as a
novel coronavirus, named it SARS-CoV-2, se-
quenced its genome and shared the data with
labs arcund the world. Its every mutation and
variant is tracked. We know how the virus
spreads, who among us is more vulnerable and
what simple precautions can be taken against it.
Mot one bat several highly effective vaccines
were developed in record time.

So perhaps one clear lesson of our pan-
demic is that, when allowed, science works. Not
Aawlessly, and not always at a pace suited to o
global emergency. The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and P was show
rofavinus as an alrborne threat. Even now, medi-
cine has a better grasp of how to prevent corona-

tion — masks, social ing, vacci-
nation — than how to treat it. Bul even this is

And e vir Tr
tions, school closures, sla_'p' al-home orders, T-
ness and solation, anxiety and Loss

not science, to shake its citizens from
indifference. Of course, indifference does not
quite capture the reality of why we found it so
challenging to stop congregating indoors or
without masks. This pandemic has also re-
vealed, perhaps, the power of our species’s de-
sire to We need each other, even

after bos= after loss: of dear friends and family
members, of employment, of the simple com-
pany of others, Last week, the C.0.C. concluded
that 200 was the deacdliest year in American his-
tory. For some, this past year seemed to last a
century; for far too many people, this past year
Wik their Jast.

S0 let another lesson of our pandemic be
this: Science alone is not enough. It needs a
champion, a pulpit, a spotlight, an audience. For
months, the sound and obvious advice — wear a
mask, aveid gatherings — was downplayed by
povernment officials. Never mind the social fab-
ric; discarding one’s mask wiss cast &5 an act of
deflance and personal independence.

Read today, Soper's essay stands out at first
for its quaint medical advice. He urged his read-
ers, sensibly, to “avoid needless crowding,” but
also 1o “avoid ght clothes, tlight shoes™ and o
chew one's food thoroughly. He added, <1t is not
desirable to make the general wearing of masks
compulsery.”

Most striking, though, are the main lessons
he drew from hiz pandemic, which are all too ap-
plicable to ours. One, respiratory diseases ane
highly contagious, and even the common ones
demand attention. Two, the burden of preventing
their spread falls heavily on the individual.
These create, three, the overarching challenge:
“Public indifference” Soper wrote. “People di
not appreciate the risks they run.”

apainst reason and sound public-health advice.
A weak before “Lessons” appeared in 1919,
Saper published another article, in The New
York Medical Fournal, making the case for an in-
ternational health commission. “1t should not be
left to the vagaries of chance to encourage or
stay the progress ol those forms of disease,
which neglected, become pestilences” he ar-
gued. He imagined a supragovernmental
agency charged with investigating and report-
ing the trajectory of dangerous diseases — "3
live, elficient, energetic institution possessing
real powers and capable of dolng targe things.”
He got his wish, Soper modeded his vision on
the International Office of Public Health, estab-
lished in Paris in 1908 and later absorbed into the
United Mations World Health Organization,
which was founded in April 1948, just two
months before his death. Bot the WH.O. could
not mnlam Covid-19, either Preventing the next
ic will ire far pors and
planning within and between governments than
was mustered this time, much less century ago.
“Let us hope that the nations will see the
need” and “initiate the work which so greatly re-
quires 1o be done,” Soper wrole in 1919, Let us
hope that, before the next pandembc comes, we
will have d.one more than higse.

P VLA SHTTERSTOCK
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They Have Guidance
For the Next One

What did we do wrong * What would we do over? One year
into the coronavirus pandemic, with over half a million
penple dead in the United States, we asked scientists, public
health eris and health advocates to tell ws about
mistakes, missed chances and oversights — and how to
prepare for the next pandemic. The following responses
have been edited.

PREPARE FOR WHAT WE CAN'T IMAGINE
We must overcome our collective failure of
imagination. Covid-19 teok us by surprise. We
spent decades planning for a pandemic that would
resemble the viruses we already knew. We didn't
plan for face masks, mass testing, stay-home
orders, pol ed decision making or devastating
racial disparities. Looking forward, we need to

prepare for a much broader range of threats.

LAUREN ANCEL MEVERS
EMDEMMOLOGIST, UATVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN

PUT SCIENCE FIRST

Inaccurate information and indecisive action on
the part of the LLS. government led the country to
catastrophic failure. From the very beginning of
the pandemic, President Donald J. Trump said
that this virus will go away and that we need not
take any precautions. There was mockery of masks
and social distancing. The Centers for Discase
Control and Prevention gave out faulty primers
that delayed early efforts. And its strict restriction
an testing — to only those who had traveled to
China — significantly delayed detection. Hospitals
had to get their Covid testing approved by the
Food and Drug Administration, even if they
followed exactly the C.D.C. protocol. Reagents for
testing quickly became depleted nationwide. To
prepare for the next pandemic, the government
must put science and data above all else.

ARIED [WALAR]
PROFESSOR OF IMMUNOBSOLOCY, VALE LNIVERSITY

THE CHINA PROBLEM
Its clear that the Chinese government did suppress
information about this virus, and officials didn’t
want the information to get out. We really do
need to have a larger conversation, aside from
China, about working together as a global
community for future outbreaks. The
nationalization of responses, | think, has been
ineredibly harmiful,

ANGELA RASMUSSEN
VIROLOGIST, GEORGETOWN UNIVERSTTY

The government needs o lrenlfomngn—mnde
personal p ve eq tas a 1
security problem. This wesia fairly mild virus.
Imagine if the death rate had been 20 percent and
China and Mexico had cut off their PPE. supplies.

The entire mask supply would have collapsed.
MIKE BOWEN

CO.0WNER, FRESTIGE AMERITECH,

WHICH MAKES WS MASKS

LET TEENAGERS BE TEENAGERS

Kids need to be with kids and they need to have a
structured life. Social isolation is especially
challenging for teens and potentially interferes
in their maturation. Those who saw each other
socially and had at least a hybrid school experience
have done better than those who could not.

MAREHA LEVY. WARREN

A5T, CLINICAL ASSOCIATE
PROFESSOR AT NEW FORK UNIVERSITY

FIGURE OUT WHO GETS PRIORITY TREATMENT

Come up with your plans on how to allocate
vaccines early and deploy them to states so they
can put them into action right away. The C.D.C.
came out with their recommendations in
Diecember, just days before the vaccines were
authorized. But ever since August, when the
allocation plan devised by the National Academies

iences, Engineering and Medicine was
released, two principles of the overall strategy have
endured: When vaccine supply is limited, go after
mortality and preserve the health system. Mortality
is irr ible. Those are principles we should be
thinking about during the lull before the next
storm.”

SAAD OMER
DRRECTOR, VALE INSTITUTE FOR GLOBAL MEALTH
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LESSONS FROM THE PANDEMIC

For Some Teens, a Year of Anguish

Suicidal thinking is up, and
families find that hospitals can't
handle adolescents in cris

By BENEDICT CAREY
When the pandemic first it the Bay Area
last spring. Ann thought that her son, a 17-
year-old senios, was fially on track tofinish
high school, He had kicked a heavy mirijus-
nia habit and was studying in virual classes
while school was closed.

The first wave of stay-arhome ofders
st down his usual routines — spors, play-
ing music with friends. And the stability
idn't Base.

“The social isolation since then, over all
this time, it just got 1o him” £aid An, 3 con-
su]r:lm living in suburhan San Francisen.

the other parents in this article,
a-dced that her last name be omitted for pri-
wvacy and to protect her chikd, *This is a
wharming. funny Kid, also sensitive and anx.
ious,” she sadd, “He coukin't find a job; he
«couldn't really go out. And he started using
mirijuana again, and Xanax "

The teenager's frustration finally bailed
wwer last month, when he delibertely cut
himsell.

“We called 911, and he was taken to the
EMErENCY hiz mother smid, “But
therethey just atitched hitn up and relensed
Thim.” The dostars sent him home, she said,
“with no suppory, no therapy, nothing.”

Ann and ber son are like many families
wver the last year Su and statistics
alhaw theat for young people who e anxious
by mature, ar feeling emationally fragik al-
ready, the pandemic and its isodation have
pushed them to the brink. Rates of suicidal
thianking and behavior are up by 15 percen
or more from similar periods in 2009, ac-
cording to a just-published analysis of sur-
veys of young patients coming into the
EMErgEncy room.

Far these teenagers, there aren't mary
aces o turm. They nesd help, bug its hard
to come up with a psychiatric dingnoses,
They are Lrying (o MANGLE 8 SUrPrise inter-
ruption in their lives, a vagoe loss. And
withowt a dagnosis, reimbursement for
therapy is hard to come by, And that is as-
suming parents know what kind of help is
appropriate, and where o find it

Finally, when a erisis hits, many of these
teenagers erd up in the local emergency de-
partment — the one place desperate fam-
\lses 5o often go for hedp.

Many E.R. departments across the coun-
ATy e now seeing a surge in such cases.
Through mast of 2020, the proportion of pe-
aieric emergency admissions for mental
probiems, like panic and anxiety, was up by
24 percent for young chikiren aind 31 per-
went for adolescents compeared with the pre-
Vious year, sccording to a recent report by
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

And the local emengency department i
dreaquently unprepared for the added bur-
den. Workers often are not specially wrained
to manage behavioral problems, and fam-
ilses don’t have many options for where o
0 next, eaving many of these pandenic.
insecure adolescents in limbao at the ER.

“This is a national crisis we're facing”
said Dr. Rebecea Baum, a developmental
pediptrician in Asheville, M.C. “Kids are
Taving to board in the E.R. for days on end,
because there are no psychiatric beds avail-
able in their entire state, never mind the
hospital. And of course, the child or adoes-
cent ia tying there and dossn’t understand
what's happening in the ER., why they're
hawing to wait there or where they're going.

Most ieenagers and young adults have
ome fine through this pandemic year, pro-
vided that their families have mayed
healthy and econamically stable, They may
be irritable or missing their friends, bot
their support networks have been encugh
o get them through the pandemic.

For the young people coming undone,
however, pandemic life presents unusual
challenges, pediniricians say. Most are tem-
peramentally sensitive, and after monehs of
social isodatson, they kave muach less conirol
awer their mods,

“What parents and children are consis-
tently reporting is an increase in all symp-
toes — & child Whi was 3 Bttle anGous be-
fore the pandemic became very anxious
wver this past year” said Dr. Adiaha | A
Spinks-Franklin, an associzte professor of

intrics at the Baylor College of Medi-
wine. It is this prolonged stress, Dr Spinks-
Franklin said. tha in time blunts the brain's
ahility to manage emations.

Jean, an artist and mother of two living in
Hendersonville, N.C.. said her 17-year-old
s0n was doing fine through last speing, But

From pop: Lisa, a mother of threein
Asheville, N.C.; Dr. Adisha L A.
Spinks-Franklin, & pediatrics professar
ait the Baybor Callege of Medscine; and
Dr. Rebecra Baum, o developmental
pediiatrician im Asheville.

the months of virual clsses and koss of
simphe social pleasures — hanging out with
friends, playing chess — changed him
threugh the fall months.
oW, Ibe's become very reclisive, he has
mood swings, he cries o lot” Jean said,
“This giant boy, crying — its terrible 1w
"I‘mymmi manhavs Haad pamic arm:ks.

fel[am] mmd his face.

Lisa, a mother of three in Asheville, said
that the months of virtual classes and reta-
tive social isnlation had changed her exiro-
wverted 13-year-old son i profound ways [
wonshd mever have anticipied”

His grades slipped badly, and he began to
withdraw, “Nexe, e wiss telling s he could-
't make himself do the work, that he didn't
wanl o disappoint us all the time, that he
was worthless, Worthless.”

These young people do not necessarily
qualify for a psychiatric diagnosis, nor ane
they “traumatized” in the Sric sense of
having had a lifeshreatening cxperience
(or the perception of one). Rather, they are
Lrying 10 manage an interruption in their
normal development, child psychologists
say: A sudden and indefinite suspension af
almost eVery routine and social conpection,
leaving a deep yet vague sense of koss with
10 single, distinct source.

Systermn Overload

The result is gried, but grief withois & iame
OF 8 SPECIfic CALEse, AN EXPETIETOe SOm: frey-
chologists call “ambiguous kss.” The con-
cept is usually reserved to describe e ex-
perience of immigrants, displaced From ev-
erything familiar, who shut down emotion-
ally in a new and strange country. Or @
describe disaster survivors, who requrn o
neighborhoods that are hollowed out, trans-
formed,

“Everything that wsed to be familiar and
Eive structure to thedr lives, and prediciabil-
ity, andl moremaley, is gone” =aid Sharon
Young,  therapist in Hendersonville, “Kids
nied all these things even more than adults
o, and it's hard for them to feel emotionally
safe when they're no longer there”

The resulting changes in behavior can
seem sudden: A it sixth gracer is found
citting berself; 8 sweet-natursd sopho-
mare takes a swing at a sibling, Parents,
frighs |, often don't where 1o go for
appropriate help. Many dont have the re-
sources or knowledge to hire o therapist,

Familiees that band in the emergency de-

partments of their local hospitals often find
that the clinics are poorly equipped 1o han-
die these incoming cases. The Staff is better
trained 1o manage physical trauma than the
miental varieey, and patients are often sent
right back home, without proper evaluation
oF SUpport. [n severe cases, they may linger
in the emergency department for days be
fore a bed can be found cisewhere,

In & recent report, A research team led by
the CILC. found that less than half of te
CMCIEENCY ﬂwnnmcnn- in US. hospisals
hid clear
with behawior problems. Gesting to the boi-
vom of any complex behavior issue can take
ﬂays of pmiem observation, at mininsm,
psychintrists say. And many emergency de-
panmems i ot hawve the on-hand special-

hcbvduthﬂubwdl.

For Jean, diagnosing her son's condition
has been complicated. He has since devel-
oped irritable bowel syndrome. “He has
been losing weight, and staned smoking
pot e to the boredom,” bean sald, “This is
all due 1w the anxery”

Mationwide Chikiren's Hospital in Colum-
bues, Ohio, has an emergency depanment
that is & decent size for a pediatric ospital,

itk ity for 62 child ol

But well before the arrival of the coronavi-
s, the department wis straining to hanedbe
increasing numbers of patients with behay-
ior profilems.

“This was huge problem pre-pandemic”
suitd Dr. Davied Axelson, chief of psychiniry
and behavioral heahh at the hospital. “We
WeDe Seeing A rise i emergency depart:
ment visits for mental health problems in
Kids, specifically for suicidal thinking and
self-harm. Our emergency department was
overwhelmed with i, having to board kids
o the medical unit while wating far psych
beds”

Last March, 1o address the crowding,
Mationwide Children's opened a new pavil-
o, @ nine-story facility with 54 dedicated
beds for ebservaton and for longer-term
stays for those with mental challenges. It
has taken the pressure off the lwspital's reg-
ular emergency department and greatly
Iimproved care, Dr Axelson sakd.

In most places, however, far fewer re-
sources are avaidable. Other hospitals from
out of stabe often call, Dr. Axelson suid, hop-
ing 10 piace a patient in crisis, but there is
simply not enough space. “We have o say
B0 he said.

Where to Go Next?

Ann, the consultant in the Bay Area, said
that her s00'S visit 10 the emergency room
i February was his third in the previous 18
manths, each time for issues related wdrug
withdrawal On one visit, he was piven a
misdingnodis of paychodis and sent to a
Iocked county psychintric ward. “That ex-
perience itsell — locked for days in a ward,
with no one telling him why, or how long
he'd be there — was the most traumatic
thing he's experienced ™ she aid.

Like mamny ather parents, she is now look-
img after an unstable child and wondering
where t go next. A drug rehal program
may be needed, as well as regular therapy,

Liza has hired a therapist for her son, a
Foom session every other week, That
seems to have helped, she sald, but it is too
early 1o tell, And Jean, for the moment, is
hoping the infection risk will diminish soom,
50 her son can get a safe job.

All thres parents have become keen ob-
servers of their children, more aware of
shifting moods. Listening by itsell usually
hielps relive digtress, therapists say. “Try-
ing to educate parents is @ routine part of
the job," said Dr. Roben Duffey, a pedio-
rician in Hendersonville, “And of course we
meed these kids back in sehool, so badly”

But medical professionals say that until
the health care system finds a way toequip

support emergency departments for
what they have become — the first and
somietimes st resort — parents will be left
Lo navigale mostly on their own, leaning on
others who have managed similar
problems,

“Covid hiss put our system inder a micro-
scope in terms of the things that don't
work” sasd Dr. Baum, the pedinrician in

Asbeville. *We had a shaky system of care |
im pediartric mental health prior to this pan- |
added

demic, and now we have all these

stressors on it, all these kids coming in for |

pandemic-related issues, Hospitals every-
where are scrambiing to adjust”

If yous re having houghts of suicide. caf the
National Suicide Provention Lifeline at 1-600-
273-8255 (TALK). You can find a list of addi-
lional resources o SpeakingDiSuickde.com
fresources.
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Guidance for Next Time

DONT LEAVE IT UP TO THE STATES
We w.

country in the world for the pandemic.

3 the best prepaned

voted by Hopkins ¢

The lesson

that we've learned is that it is also very important

what the response is. In a country with the
characteristics of the United States, that has 50
individual states, with over 330 million people —
d when you have a pandemic that is highly,
highly transmissible, that doesn't care about
borders between one state or another — there are
certain commonalities that you need, some
collaboration, cooperation and synergy between
the federal government and the states. Some

es just didn't pay any attention to the

lines and just jumped right over them — o
go wherever they wanted to go. That is not a recipe
te
. ANTMONY 5. iar-rr
HREL

ICNAL IV
NFECTIOL

guie

SUCTESS.

F ALLERG:

STOP THE MIXED MESSAGING
We need a strong, coordinated science-based
se to take the lead on a national

testing pl an. We need public health guidance for
the states, rather than just leave it up to them.
Having this patchwork of different public health
guidance was really unhelpful, and it also sent a
message that we didn't really know what's going
on — or what was going to work.

he obvious thing was the ma:
age on masks. The vi

ssue — to

have a unified mes:

doesn't preferentially choose people to infect basec

on their political party. We're all in this together.

LINSEY MR
3

MOVEMENT

INVEST IN THE NUMBERS

The underinvestment in public health was a
massive vulnerability for an effective response.
We really needed accurate data to be able to

t — that lets us drive the intervention that

lorec:
icated

drives the impact. There are pretty sophi
data =
haven't made t}
ANNE SCHUCHAT

DF RECTOR. €00

temns for banking, media, et cetera, and we
se beaps in public health,

BE NIMBLE IN PROVIDING TREATMENT

The most resilient health systems have been
those that actually understand how to keep
people well and take risk — as opposed to being
stuck in the fee-for-service envlronment Its one
\\|n rey

super interesting, niml-lz-. innovative decisions like

wealth and hospital at home and all those other

ols that volume-based systems are re

not prepared to use.

[0 AARE HARBESTN
IEFEX v

TERMOUNTAIN HEALTHCARE
AT C5AND

DONT LET RACE AND CLASS DETERMINE WHD LIVES AND DIES
What we've learned is specifically related to the
social determinants of health, which are the

conditions in the place
work and play — and how these can predetermine

where people live, learn,

health outcomes. This was a very academic kind of
a topic. In the past, people would say, “Yeah,
yeah, poverty, poverty, poverty,” but they didn't
grasp the concept. The virus has really brought it
to the forefront, in a very graphic way, with
racial and ethnic minorities getting so much
more affected. [t has become very clear that the
health of the o
those social determinants of health, And | see the

untry really =iz on addressing

difference in the health department and the
difference

vernment, and even in the news

media, which bodes well for the future,
e A0 ROORIGUED

LESSONS FRO

AS FOR-ME
& —MY.

WE “WILL

SERVE: THE
LORDI

e, Adesuwn |

Mismesota They
speak often and
compare noes.

A Calling for Caring
Gives Some Families
A Sustaining Bond

Many nurses and doctors have led with virus
relatives working in medicine,
amplifying the sense of risk.

By AIDAN GARDINER

descend
percent in Swe-

i
‘April 8, M:
toms of (
wark. |

her hospisal in Teaneck, M.,

Kitry Bernens d researeh
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THE PANDEMIC

Love Tempered by Risk and Horror
In the same way that medicine is often a
passion grown from a set of values passed
fromone generation tothe nexe, it's akso one
shared by siblings and one that draws heal-
ers together in nmuri.am
Ope-fourth of physicians in the United
States are married i anethes pliysician,
cording to a stody published in the Annal
of Internal Medicine. Maria Polyakova, a

sibling:
albout a8 high as &
percent,

In imerviews with a dozen doctors and
nurses, they described how it had long been
helpful to have a loved one who knew the
Figors of the job. But the pandermse has als
revealed how Erightening it can be to have a
boved one in harm's way.

Anurse's brother tended to her when she
hidd the virus before volinieering in an
ather virus hot spot. A doctor had a bracing
ralk with her children about whas would
happen if she apd her bisband boih died
fram the virus. And others described qui-
elly weeping during a conversation about
wills after putting their children to bed

ger when he was in the Navy. He didn
pect that he would face such a threat in
i Entermist and pe-
e the same

diatrician, would fac

D, Fred E. Kency
Jv., bede, works at
AWO e Eency
departments in
Jackson, Miss. His
wil® is an invernist
and pediatrician.

Geabrielle Dawn
Luna, fedt, followed
her Inther, Tom
Omain Lana, inso
emergency narsing,
and her mother is a
nurse at a bang term
caro faciliry. Mr:
Luna, far |efy, died
of Covid-19 last
April in New Jersoy:

“It is seary 1o know that my wife,
and every day, has to walk |nmnmrn-. f it
tients that have Covid.” Dr. K
il Tis Wil Were vaces ||.4Iﬂ]
it's rewarding in knowing that not just
of us, both of us, are doing everything w
possibiy ¢ i
The v:

workers who have been inoculaged, bt
some express deep concerns about the toll
a1 working trough a vear of hoerors has
taken an their closest relatives.
“I worry about the amount nl
Dr.

an (-.m-.g‘-m, medicine

L
vmething 1've :Imme\l 0 Cope W
working in the emergency department be-
fore Covid started, but its not something
that’s supposed i happen in her specialty
a8 A NEUrokgise.
She and her sister, Dr. Eseos; Igho-
darn, have regularly talked on the phone o
compare noes about precautions they're
taking, provide upelites on their family
ch sther suppart. “She completely

= what | am going through and
courngement,” Dr. [ghodara

glves me ¢

The seemingly endless intensity of work,
thie mounting deaths and the lier arti-
wides some Americans display toward
safely precautions have ca
e '|n|! Ixunmu for a growing number of

mos

survey that |h1- School of Medicine

published in Febrisary:. And many have left

the field oF are considening dmng so.
Donna Quinm, 2 midwife at K.Y, Health

in Manhattan, has worried |

PeTience as an emergenc

Imn Jammiary,
Nadia Zuabi, left,
Boust her Eathver, Dr.
Shawki Zuabl, above
with hiis wife,
Vincenza, to
Covid-19 in
Califernia. “ He
Belieyed in fie 5o
musch,

i Ch o willl bead hirm tos Besave the: field he
only recently joined. He was in his last year
of residency when the pandemic began, and

he volinteersd to serve on the intubation
A,

“1 warry about the vol raking on him
AL she said. © re have heen
nights wiyere we are in tears talking about

what we've enenungersd”

She still has nightmares that are some-
rimes 50 terrifying thar she falls out of bed.
Somme are about her som of patients she can't
help. In ¢ a patient's bed linens trans-
form into 1 towering monster thar chases
bier can of the roem.

A Murse’s Purpose

\A‘l‘hm Ms. Luma first returned o her emer-

i Teaneck after hes £
though something
gotten used to having him there I|n1t|lnr-
nerve-racking &s every urgent intercom
call for a resuscitation made her wonder, “Is
that my dad?” But she cotld &t keast stop by
Every now and again 1o see how he was do
img.

Maore than that though, she had never
lenasen what i wias ke to be a nurse without
hiim, Shie remembered him studying to en-
ter the field when she was in elementary
schoal, coloring over nearly every line in his
big textbooks mrh yellow highlighte

her father how shaken sle was after bold-
ing an iPad for a dying patient (o siy good-
trye tva family who couldnt get into the hos-
pital,

“This is our profession.” she recalled Mr.
Luna saying. “Wie are here 1o -1 .1»\ family
when an't be there. [t d role,
1t's going to be hard, wlrh.-n-muhn mare
times where you'll have to do

sh

wres how systemic racism
rknowledge unequal access
that essentially shapes th
lives and experiences of people of color. It results
in the really profound and appalling health
inequities that we've seen in this pandemie. S0
they're not paying attention to policies around jok
housing and education, and access to health care
when a pandemic hits, these inequities essentiall
exponentially worsen,
R, VN BLA

£ LACKS
LRGENT CARE FHY AND FOUNDER, ADVANCING
EALTH ECRTTY, A HEALTH CARE ATVOCACY GROLE

When government i
— when they don't 2
health care and jobs

The pandemic exposed the failures of the
fragmented, profit-driven American health care
system, Medicare for All would allow us to addre
the social determinants of health with a focus on
prevention, primary care and chronic disease
management instead of specialized care. A robus
public health system would allow us to quickly
implement the type of surveillance, tracing,
tracking and data collection that is critical in
responding to a pandemic or any other emergi
public henlth crisi

UGENT, CALIFORN.
AND NATIONAL NURSES LWITED

DONT BE AGEIST

The most important lesson: This is what
happens when we treat older people as
expendable. Theres definitely an element of
ageism at work here, From the outset of the
pandemie, we knew older adults and those with
underlying health conditions were most at risk,
and yet we chose to ignore the fact that we could
mitigate some of that risk by providing enough
testing, staffing and adequate personal protective
equipment. And we just didn't. Older Americans
and their care pm\-idcn: weren't |)I'Up<_‘|'|_\'
prioritized until very recently, when vaccines

be came available. And what an ama zing

has been.

NEINPROFTT NLREING HOMES

COMMUNITIES NEED TO PREPARE TOO

We need to have ongoing community capacity to
deal with erisis. We cant just rely on government
and institutions. Qur own community members
have to be consistently incorporated into

systemic responses to crises.
TR REV, PALL T. ARERNATHY

NEIGHBORHOOD RESILIENCE PROJECT, PITTSBURGH,
WHICH [0ES GUTREACH T0 COMMUNMITIES OF COLOR

STOP WITH THE FRINGE TREATMENTS

There was so much uncertainty in the
months about how to t patients, but we've
come to realize its best to stick to the basics of
eritical eare medicine. Whether its Covid-19 or th
next viral pandemic, just trust what we know as
the foundation for patient care — and don't be
distracted by looking for fringe or alternative

interventions.

DR, GREGORY 5. MARTIN
CRITICAL CARE SPECIALIET. EMORY UNIVERSITY

LOOK IN THE MIRROR AND SEE WHO WE ARE

Many people had an awakening to the peaple wh
keep society going forward, and whom we take
largely for granted. But if you can discount the
essential worker — the African-American, the

Latino, the Chinese immigrant who delivers yous
food — then think how easily yvou can discount
any other human life.

If vou are a person wheo thinks that you have a
right not to wear a mask, that philosophy cascade
1 eouldn't give a darn about the cashier in the
supermarket or the train driver because [ don't ca
about anyone. [ will go into the bar, and [ will do
what [ will do.

This pandemic has shown us who we are, at
level of clarity that is shocking to most people.
It’s hard to imagine there are that many people
in our country who really don't care about
others. That is the scariest thing, it takes vour
breath away and you can diagnose everything el
that is happening through that lens. That you
could tolerate 500,000 deaths in less than a year
is incomprehensible to me, that we are a nation
that is so callous,

DR, REED TTK S0

0 UNDER BLACE COALITION
ACAINET COVIE- 19
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Well

It's OK to Mourn,

Grief aver a lost semester or a
canceled trip may seem small,
but it should be acknowledged.

By TARA PARKER-POPE

When ['ve asked people what they bost in
the page year of pandermic e, the answer
often starts the same way,

“I can't complain.”

“I'm one of the lucky ones”

“1 know I shoubd count ny blessings.”

They are, of course, comparing their
lnsses 1o the boss of life of 2.6 million people
around the world during this pandemic,
which makes it harder to talk about these
smaller losses. Many have st pre-
cious ime with family and friemds, or
they've been forced o canced traved plans
e ! nits ke gr
and weddings. In the hierarchy of human
suffering during the pandemic, a canceled
prom, a lest vacation or missing out on see-
ing a child’s first steps may not sound like
much, but mental health experts say that all
loss needs to be acknowledged and grieved.

“Praphe o't fieel like they have the right
o grieve,” said Lisa 5. Zoll, & licensed clink
cal sacial worker in Lemoyne, Pa., who spe-
cializes in grief counseling. *T juss had this
comversation in my office when this person
said, T can't comiplain about my grief, be-
calse people have it worse. But we have o
coreect that thinking. Your grief is your
grief. You can't compare it to ather peo-
ple’s.”

A year agn, Georgiana Lotfy was forced
to cancel her dream wedding in Joshua
Tree, Calif, She and her partner, Stephen
Schullo, had fund new love at the age of 72,

they had wanted 10 celebrate with 55
friends and family members. Instead, they
g0t married in teir Rancho Mirage back-
ward on March 21, by an officiant whe stood
eight feet away. Guests watched via Face-
book Live, the wedding flowers were sent 1o
nursng homes, and the caterer deliversd
the wedding dinver to a homeless shelter.

“I've cried over it.” said Ms, Latfy, wha is
a licensed psychotherapist. “When we
started 10 think aboit how We are going 1
cefebrate our first anniversary, it just hit me
all over again, the sadness of the loss of this
beautiful wedding. There’s no ritual for this
grief. I1's no like losing & person. bl it is 8
sisdness”

Naming Your Grief
Disenfranchised grief, or grief that isnt rou-
tinely acknowledged, is o term that was
coined in the 13805 by Kenneth J. Doka, a
bereavement expert Who began studying
unacknowledged grief while teaching grad-
uate students at the College of New Ro-
chelle. When the class discussion mirned to
the death of a spouse, an older swdent
spoke about the leck of social support when
her ex-husband died. His new wife was the
widow. Her children had lost their father.
But she filt she had no standing to grieve
for a man with whom she had gone to high
schonl prom and shared 25 years of her life.

The conversation prompred D Doka o
begin atudying griel that =t acknowl-
edged or supported by social ritual. Tt can
happen when we don't have a legal the 1o the
person we [ose, When the loss makes others
uncomfonable — like a miscarriage or sui-
cidle — we might al4o lack support for our
griet. But often discnfranchised grief hap-
pens around smaller losses chat doa't in-
wolve loss od haman life, like the bss of 8 job,
a missed carver appartunity, the denth of 2
pet or lost time with people we love.

“A consant refrain is 1 don't have a right
o grieve, " Dr: Doka said.

An Unfulfilled Goal

When college campuses shut down 2 vear
ago, stdents had to pack up, say quick
goodbyes to friends and finish the semester
at home. Before the lockdowns, Vicuoria
Marie Addo-Ashong, who grew up in Falls
Church, Va., liad big dreams for her semior
track season at Pomona College, After set-
ting @ school record in the triple jump and
placing fifth in the 2019 N.CAA. Division
T Outdoor Track and Field Champi-
onships, she had her eyes set on a national
tighe,

But then Covid-19 arrived, and the 2020
track season was over before it started, “We
only had Uhree meets before olr season was
canoeled.” M. Adilo-Ashong said. “The lack

of agency and the complete surprise, it was
preity disheartening. It felt 5o surreal. It felr
ke v Wy this i happening

Ms_ Addo-Ashong, 22, Kows other pec-
ple have Jost so much more in the past year,
which has masde it hard o grieve her own
lnss, Her Seqior year wis supy

No Matter the Size of a L.oss

tective gear mvailable, and the rapid spread
of Covid made it too nsky o allow volun-
Heers b come and o from the hoapital.

“It was 5o abrupt” M= Nickel said. “It
wasn't anything 1 could prepare foe. | re-
member | had that same feeling 1 had when
my best friend died. Iv's like your day is nor-
mal, and you get this news and everything
changes, You're standing around Kke, “Well,
what sh now?' It was really an un-
sentling feeling. It was abmoss as if someone
hand chied], and I would not see them again®

M, Nicked said she redirecied her energy
il Sewing masks. She donated them w e
hospital and to local homeless people, and
even hung them from clotheslines in her
front yard for people 10 take. Often she
wonled finel thank-you notes C|I[|[K‘d to the
closhesline where a mask had

But she misses the nurses and smlr she
saw every week for the past 13 years. And
it's sgill mot clear when ar if the hospital will
bring back volunteer workers,

I know whart I'm going through is noth-
ing like what the families of 500,000 people
have gone through" Ms. Nickel said. “But
I'm grieving. [ lost something. 11's been &
year, and | haven't seen any of them. | know
the babies still need to be held”

The Gr Not Yet Seen

dekild

first time: hatr parents saw her compese in o
enlege meet. She also grieves for her weanm-
mates and her coaches, who invested so
much time and energy in her training.

“We had these big goals together: it was
such a dispppoiniment we couldn't finish it
ot the way we wanted 0, said Ms. Addo-
Ashong, who now works in economic con-
sulting in Los Angedes. “I've lost a track sea-
som Whereas people have lost lives. Bu it
was such a big part of who | was, and who 1
still am. [t's hard because there's ﬂbl'ﬁl!s 1
coulld do about it. There was oo concrete
way to go abowt mourning the end of a lost
track season.”

Missing a Chance to Help
A year ago, Ginger Nickels life in Eugene,
Ore, was full. The 74-year-old retired
teacher Was vollinieering at & hospital, of-
ten ietl by her white
Grytfindor, a trained therapy dog. As part of
& No One Dies Alone program, she woubd sit
with dying patients, some of whom were
homeless, with no famiy at their bedside,
Her faverite job was working o three-hour
shift as a “cuddier,” holding the babies in the
neoratal intensive care unis

But in March, all hospital wolunteers
were sent home — there wasn't enough pro-

Dr. Brian Edwards, 89, a retired physician
in Topeka, Kan.. calls himsedl a “cup hali-ull
kimd of guy” who doesi't lke 1o complain.
He and his wie, Ginger, missed out on a ot
last year. They had two pew grandchildren
they weren't able to see. His daughter got
married. They had five cruises planned in
2020 before Covid hit.

Dr. Edwards ako has Alzheimer's dis-
eqse, dd e 15 precious to Rim., His doc-
tors have advised him o “just have fun™
while he's healthy, something that pan-
demic regrictions have made difficult,

“I know my time is imited,” he said. * But
I fieel aur loss is nothing compared to people
losing loved ones. Did | ever feel sad? Yes,
but that's not my way, o linger on bad
things. T try 1o think positively. We all have
many losses in many ways. Some losses are
more important than others. The big thing
is, if you have a koss, you should grieve.”
Cancer Diagnosis During Lockdown
Lockdowns had an immediate financial im-
pact on Antabelle Gurwitch, 4 Los Angeles
writer who lost assignments and speaking
engagements. The promotion for ber new
book, “You're Leaving When?: Adventures
in Downward Mobility”™ has gone wirtual.
B it wias when her chibd’s graduation from

Bard Codlege moved online that she found
herself weeping in her backyard.

] ‘was 50 prowd of them for gradusting
codlege in four years, she sal “David
Byrne was supposed to be the speaker.
There's so much suffering going on, and §
felt like such & terrible person being upset
that [ eouldi't o to my Kid's graduation and
see David Byrne, That's lew an the suffer-
ing leved. But damn, we got our kid through
four years, Thee kid got sober during college.
Am 1 allowed 1o say we were disap-
pointeda”

Around the same time as the graduation,
Mis, Gurwitch developed a cough. She got a
Covid test and a chest X-ray, which eventu-
ally bod bo 8 disgnidia of Stage & ung ean cer
Afier her cancer diagnoss, Ms, Gurwitch
notioed that her friends began o down
their own struggles and griel. One friend
leariviad shee had breast cancer and ander-
went @ double mastectomy, bur didn’t want
tovtedl her because she felt &s though breast
cancer was not as bad as lung cancer.

“1 had out-cancered her” Ms. Gurwich
said. “It"s terrible o not feel like your suffer-
ing has a place”

From tap: RaeAnn Schutte of
St Paud, Minn., said she felt
Pucky, lus missed her fife
bedure the pandemic; Victoria
Marie Ado-Ashong won many
awnrds for rack and fiesd, tar
becaiaie thi 2020 seaton Wik
canceled, she couldn't compete
for a matieaal title: Dr. Brian
Edwards and his wife, Ginger.
of Topeka, Kan., had two new
randchilidren they weren'
abil 10 500, A I0ss Made worse
by the fact that Dr. Edwards.
Alzheimer's disease.

Lost Fertility and a Braken Marriage
Erin, 38, who asked thit her full name ot be
s to protect her privacy, said she jost an-
other year of fertility during the pandemic
bockdawns. After suffering a miscarviage a
few vears agn, she Bad been trying 1o con-
coive, but her hushand didn’t think it was
wise 10 stan a pregrancy during & pan-
demic. “Mother's Day came, and 1 was
about to turn 3%, and it became clear that 1
oat save & ot o Lime lefi,” she said, “That
biological clock — the tick is very loud, and
it's & very real thing ™

Erin sas her marriage began to fall
apart, and she realized that if she wanoed to
become a maother, she most likely woukd
have to pursue it on her own. She and her
hushand are now divorcing, she's aking
steps to freeze her eges and she's explaring
adoption and foster pareming. She said the
gried of infertility and miscarriage had only
been amplified by pandemic life, as she
glimpsed people’s family lives in video calls.

“A co-worker, every tme we talk, she
talks about Lamaze class,” sl said. “That's
great for them, but it's not an OK Space for
me 0 say I'm struggling with this. 1 lost a
child, | lost my fertile years. This is an area
where ['m really strugiing. 1t's not soms-
thing we &5 a society openly talk aboue”

Acknowledging Your Grief

Ome of the biggest challenges with disen-
franchised grief is getting the sufferers o
acknowledge the legitimacy of theie grief
Cmce you accept that your grief is real, there
are steps you can take to help you cope.
WALIDATE THE Loss [dentify the thing or
things you've lost this year. “I've gotten a
nrber of leters from peophe who resd ny
ook and said, “You gave my grief 2 name,"
Dr. Doka said. *There's power in naming i
It's a legitimate loss.*

One of the i dis-
enfranchised grief is that we often suffer
silence. Going 10 & sUpport group or  thers-
pist of resching out to friends is an impor-
gant step in coping with it. “1 think sharing
helps because people feel & lot of times with
gried, especially disenframclised grief, they
feel aloms and isnlated.” Ms, Zoll said. “They
ink nobody else is experiencing whit
theyre experiencing. Someone has to be
brave enough to bring it wp. Wien you talk
about it, people will say, T've been experi-
encing that wo.

CREATE A RiTUAL Funerals, memurial serv-
Fces and obituaries are ritaals around death
that help process lss. Conssder creating &
ritual that honors your loss. Consider plant-
g a tree, for example, or find an ivem that
represents your loss, like canceled airline
tickets or 8 wedding imvitatkon, and bury i
Hiost a pretend prom or graduation cerema-
ny. Some people might want to get 3 tattoo
1o memorialize the loss. “What we struggle
with is to find meaning in the loss” Ms. Zoll
said, “Grief and loss don’t make sense. The
rituals are part of finding the meaning.”

Absent the Small Joys

To cope with gried, you shoubdn't rank your
boss as better or worse than another per-
son's. RaeAnn Schulte, 29, of St
sai Ner FiFst reaction Was always Lo say she
s ot lost anything during pandemic life.
=1 thoughe | was lucky" she said. 1 haven't
bost a loved one; | haven't lost a wedding or
a graduation or a job; | haven't lost my
healeh. S0 why do 1 feel 2o terrible?”

Ms, Schulte said she started thinking
about all the small losses this year, like lost
time with family, especially her young
nieces and nephews who are changing ev-
ery day, She misses her co-workers, brows-
g in bookstores and going to yoga class.

“I've lost vacations and concerts and
hockey games and festivais” Ms. Schulte
said. *And maybe by themaelves none of
these things madter so much, Cenainly n
the Face of so much grief and oss, I realize
how fortunace [ am. But what is life if not o
collection of small joys? altogether,
maybe my bss is not so small after "

[T ——— m-'m-m|



THE NEW YORK TIMES. TUESDAY, MARCH 16, 2021

PERSONAL HEALTH | JANE E. BRODY

A Dietary Warning i in the Coronavirus Crisis

Americans are failing lo
combat obesity, a leading risk
factor for death from Covid-19.

THE PANDEMIC HAS SHED a blindi Lon
o many Amesicans’ failire to Follow e

i sciemific principles of per-
sonal health and well-being. There are sev-
eral reasons this country, one of e warks
richest and most highty developed, has sul-
fered much higher rates of Covid-1% infec-
tions and deaths than many poorer and less
well-equipped populations.

Oider Americans have been particularly
hard his by this novel coronavirus. When
cases surgesd at the end of lase year, Covid-19
became the nition's keasling canse of death,
deadlier than heart disease and cancer,

But while there's nothing anyone can do
to s1op the march of time, several leading
rigk factors for Covid-10 infections and
deaths stem from how many Americans
conduct their ives from childheod on and
their misguided reliance on medicine w
patch up thetr seli-mndicted wounds.

Afrer old age, ohesity is the second lead-
ing risk factor for death amang those sho
become infected and critically ill with
Covid-19, Seventy percemt of American
adubts are now overweight, and more thana
third are obese. Two ather major risks for
Cawid, Type 2 diabetes and high blood pres-
sure, are most often the result of excess
weight, which in turn reflecss unbealthy di-
etary and exercise habits. These condlitions.
ey e particularly prevalent in communi-
ties of ealar, who e |ikewise disproportions
ately affected by the pandemic.

Several people [ know packed on quite a
tew pounds af health-robbing body (ar this
pirst year, and not because they lacked the
ahility to purchase and consume & more -
tritious plant-based diet or to exercise regu-
larly within or cutside their homes. One
male friend in his 505 P

Toen Vilsack, the new secretary of agricul-
wure, put it bunily a week ago in Politsco
Pros Morning Agricultuse newsletter: "We
eannot have the level of obesity. W

But there are no subsidies for the Kinds of
fruits and vegetables that can counter the
disarders that render peaple mare vulnera-
I £ 1

harve the level of diabetes we have, We can-
not have the level of chropic disease. It
will literally erippie our counery”

Of course, in recent decades many of the
policies of the department Mr. Vilsack now
heads have contributed mightily oo Amert-
s’ access o inexpensive foods thas flesh
ot their bones with unwhalesome calories

y quali-
fied for the Covid vaccine by h-wmg an wn-
derlying health condition when his doctor
found he'd become obese since the pan-
demic began.

A Harris Poll, conducted for the Ameri-
can Psychological Association in late Feb-
rusary, revealed that 42 percent of respond-
ents average of 29 i
pounds,” increasing their Cavid risk.

So what can we learn {rom these trends?

and their heaith. Twa telling e
amples: The government subsidizes the
prodisction of both soybesns and corn, mos:
of which is wsed to foed Hvestock,

Mot only does livestock production make
a major comtribution to global warming,
much of its output ends up as inexpensive,
often highly processed fast foods that can
prompt people 10 overeat and raise their
risk of developing hean disease, diabetes,
high blood pressuse and Kidiey disease,

As Mr. Vitsack said, “The time has come
for us to transform the food system in this
country in an accelerated way™

Early in the pamsdemnic, when most busi-
nesses and enferiainment venues were
Torced v close, toilet paper was not the only
commdiny stripped from market shefves.
The country was suddenly faced with a
shortage of four and yeast as milkons of
Americans “stuck™ at hame went on a hak-
ing frenay. While | understood their nesd to
retieve stress, feel productive and perhaps
help athers less able or so inclined, bresd,
misffing and cookies were not the most
wholesome  products  that  might  have
emerged from pandemic kischens.

in
the home, they can be hard to resist when
there's little else o prompe the release of

maLam
“The time has come for
us to transform the food

system in tluvcnunlry n
an accelerated way’

TOM VILSACK.
SECRETARY GF AGRICILTURE

Measure-enhancing brain chemicals. To no
one's great surprise, smoking rates also
rose during the pandemic, introducing yet
anoaher risk w Covid suscepeibility.

And there's been a run on alcoholic bever-
ages, National sales of akeobol during one
‘week in March 2020 were 54 percent higher
than the comparable week the year before,
The Harris Podl corrabiorated that prearly
ane adult in four drank more alcobol than
usal o cope with pandemic-related stress.
Mot anly 1= aleohol a seurce of nutritionally
empty calories, its wanton consumgpeion can
result in reckless behavior that further
rses suscepiibiliny to Covid,

e pandemic e
in calorie consumption, Americans were
eating significantly mone calories each day
than they realized, thanks in large part o
ihe ready avadability of ulraprocessed
Toouds, especially those that beqse, * you can't
eat just one” (Example: Corn on the cob is
unprocessed, canned corn is minimally pro-
cessed, but Doritas are ultraprocessed,)

In a brief but carefully designed diet
study, Kevin D. Hall and colleagues at the
National Institutes of Health surrepti-
tiously gave 20 adults diets tha: were rich in
either witraprocessed [oods or unprocessed
foods matched for calorie, sugar, fat, sodi-
wm, fiber and protein comtent. Tobd 1w eat as
much as they wamed, the unsuspecting
participants consumed 500 calories a day
more o the dleraprocessed diet.

If you've been reading my cofumn for
years, you already know that I'm not a fa-
natic when it comes to food. [ have many
containers of ioe cream in my (reezer; cook:
ies, cxnckers and even chips in my cup-
baard; and 1 erjoy a burger now and then.
B my daily diet is based ity on veg-
etahles, with fish, beans and nonfar milk my

i . M

[} My P
snacks and iee cream is portion-controlbed
and, along with daily exercise, has enabled
me o remain weight-siable despite year-
long pandemic stress and occasional de-
spair.

As Marion Mestle, professor emerita of
nairition, food stadics and public heaith ot
New York University, says, “This is not
rocket science.” She does not preach depri-
vastion, only moderation (except perhaps
for & tatad ban on soda). “We need a national
peilicy aimed at preventing sbesity” she ikl
me, “a national campaign to help all Ameri-
«cans get healthier™

Glimpses of a Sw1mmmg Fnendshlp

Plunging into the water has
been essential for me and for
my friend with cancer.

By BONNIE TSUL

Three mornings a week for nerly seven
years, my neighbor Lessty and 1 swam to-
gether at our bocal pool. Often we shared a
lane, at practice with the Masters swim ciub
or on our awn, doing a workous she'd con-
jured up. She was a strong butterflier; she
loved i send us charging through sprint re-
peats and drills that wrned my arms ino
noodies by the end of a ser.

‘We loved swimming together, and we
loved the community in our women's lockes
room, It was i tablesn on aging, Thoﬂe were

From squishy baby o sagay Eady In “that
place, there was never a more cheerful and
enthusiastic ambassador for wates to treat
all of life's ills than Lessly, Our swimming
triendship was rooted in joy.

ABittle over & year ago, Lessly, at 52, was
found to have Stage 4 oligometastatic
breast cancer. which had infilrnied her
bones. She cried underwater when she
found out, We kept swimming. In the first
weeks after the diagnosis, she talked
throwgh her treatment plan with all of us in
the kocker room after practice.

“How greatit is to have this community of
wamen arvaund me i belp me through this
experience,” she sajl When she started
chemothesapy and had o take days off from
the poal, T began visiting her at home,

l‘hon the pandemic hit, and the pool
clo

%mn after, she wound up in the hospial
with sepsis. She tokd me about the glorious
view of San Franciseo Bay from ber hospital
room; one night, she had a dance party by
hersel, watching the rain fall on the empy
streets of a locked-down world, The water
lifted: her, even from afar

‘Our swims were replaced with walks, the
lengeh of which depended an how strong
she was feeling that day. Sometimes she
watld just Elk w me from the sidewalk,
maintaining a carefully distanced bubble
arvund her immunocompromesed sell. She
ware a mask long before everyone else did.

T ehe before fumes, | was rarely oo be-
fore dark; now, at random hours in the al-
ternoan o early evening, my family would
hear Lessly's volce calling my name from
the street. My hushand or sons would book
it the window and announce her arrival:
“Mama, herel”  Sometimes
Le!sly's husband or 14-year-old son would
esc0rt ber b our front Steps, SOpping to say
hetlo brh((‘muml:!aon and leaving us to
our chats.

Wanter was never Far from ber mind, nor
from mine. We devised ways o stay afloat: |
kept surfing, supplementing with open-wa-
ter swims in the bay, while Lesshy began to
swim in a frends backyard pool After-
ward, she came by and reported on her

BONNIE TSUFS boakes include “Why W Swim®
ol “The Urcerfizin Sea,” out this montf.

Immersion is i
and conducive to play,
even when things

are heavy.

workouts. “1 did a whole 10 laps with an in-
flatable flamingo!” she crowed with ghee,
“And it felt so good” When public sutdoor
ol began to reopen, she set phone alarms
@ be first in line to snag a lane reservation.

There was the time when she and her

warter around ler community.

ief, Bven in — especial

ly in! — & pandemic.
My friendship with Lcﬁn’b&wnawm-
fal thing at the pool, bist it has.

neighboar speake: ity posil for
anillicit after-hiars dip. [ the morning, sne
calbed me with a sheepish confession,
laugh: “1 needed the water so bad | al! o
jump U fence”

1f she walked pase my house and saw my
wet suit hanging on the porch railing, she'd
inquire aboul the surf: “Tell me abow the
waves today”

I'd telll her about the pink morning lighs,
the glassy swell, the dolphins nosing up o
say i

“0h, honey,” she'd reply dreamily. =1'm so
happy for you”

Water has long been o form of healing. It's
a restorative, an antidote for depletion and
depressian, Time and time again i has car-
ried me, through my own injuries, surgery,
rehab, miscarriage — and through ilness
and death of ones dear b me.

In this year of sorrow, plunging into the
ocean or poo or lake has been essential for
mie — it i momentary refief, forgening and
unburdening, Immersion is cleansing and

nducive 10 play, even when things are

these long, dark mu.mqor

loss. The wated, in all s shapes and forms,
reminds s that levity exiss Tt has kept us
Ilvlng

{easly described

encourages a nakedness of
body, bux akso af spirit. It has been a privi-

For iy friend.
In this sirippest-down state, we allow our-
selves 10 see each other for who we really
are. Dur yearkng conversation about l the
dilferent ways water can heal you has been
beautiful sustenance. There i renewed
clarity.

iIn

otal swiens to me. The first one came jist { b
fore su , when she came to grips with
the fact she was losing her breast; the sec-
ond was when she found out her mother
wiss dying, from her own longrime struggle
with cancer.

“It was feeding ke the water was carry-
ing me when | was dealing with these giant
emotions” Lesaly said, her voice breaking.
The water felt ke a friend, telling ber what
she needed 10 hear: You can do this. Keep

Boing.

Her medical team encouraged swimming
A5 A POSE-INASLECIONTY FECOVETY ACLiVILY, be-
catge it promoted hsaling. So, in ety fall,
after her masteciomy but before radiation,
she got up at dawn to swim in the kiddie
poud during Masters practice — thowgh a lit-
tle ridiculows, it was what was available.
And it was worth every minute to be in the

the same street in Berkeley, Lessly and her
family made the decision 1o move to her
dream howse up nonh, cantilevered over a
mirror-calm pond, with spectacular views
ofa river valley.
The pand tinkles like music” she todd

e "My stress levels have decreased by 75
percent. The solitude, the serenity, the na-
ture, the eagles, the coyotes. There's con-
stant fow

Our riendship has taken s from pool
ocean and bay 1o backyard kiddie pocl w
lake ane mirros pomd. These days, Lessly is
watching and waking; she geis periodic
PET scans and regular infusions to block
estrogen and rebuild her bones. She can't
‘wail for summer — and to receive a vaccine,
%0 she can swim at a nearby indoor poal.

Me, | can't wait to swim with my friend
Again.

after 30 years of living on
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Many health care workers
have sacrificed everything
while trving to save othe

By ANDREW JACOBS
. Claire Rezha s exhausted from count-
ing the dead
An anesthesiologist in Virginia, Dr.
Rezba, 41, has spent the past year nanming
aTwitter [eed that memorializes American
health care workers who hove died of
Covid-19. So far, she has published more
than 2,500 tributes to the doctors, emer-
¥ OO0 IRCSES, res| ¢ therapisis
and mental health coiieselors cot down in
their prime. Although she knows there are
at least o thousand other deaths thar re-
niain ursrecognized, Dr. Rerba plans w dis-
continue the project at the end of March.
“T'd liketo spend some Hime with my chil
dren.” said I)r Rezba, who devotes most
evenings after work to scouring Go-

Fundbe pages, Facebook memarials and

onfine death notices, “But I'd also like mw

stop thinking about death all the tme;
Many Americans share that sentiment

But a year since the first recorded co-
agh of a health care workier
a hospital custodian in Rochester, N.Y,
wiha died on March [7, 2020 — thoee an the
fromt Tines are finding it hard o move on,

They have been hailed as “Covid war-
riors " but s many do ot feel like heroos,
They are angry, birned out asd feed unap-
preciated as they struggle with their ewn
waunds, bath psychic and physical

Thielr fury is reoted in the weak govern-
et responselast spring tothe pandemic,
incheding the scarcity of personal prote
thve equipment that beft workers vislners-
ble to infection.

Their ire has beer compaunded by the

some states, i move that experts say is
premature given that only cne in 10 Ameri-

cans s fully
gious var@ams are continuing 1o spread
The United States is siill averaging more
thin 100 deaths a day.

“We're not out of the woods yet, soit just
feeds digrespectinl 1o medical workers and
devalues the sacrifices we've made,” said
Dr. Erica Bial, a pain specialist in Massa-
chusetts who runs the Covid-19 Physicians
Memorial, a Facebook group dedicated ro
doctors fell sl by the coronavirus.

The numbser of medicd workers who lost
their lives to the vimes over the past year
remaing elusive. The federal governmernt
does not have & system for accurately
counting these fatalities. The Centers for
Disease Contral and Prevention lises 1,858
deaths, but its data covers less than one-
fifth of the on's health care work force.
It= sister agency, the Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services, counts roughly the
same number of worker deaths, bat those
figures include only marsing home saff

The best estimate comes from a project
by Baiser Health News and The Guardian
newspaper that has documented the
deaths of more than 3,500 health care
workers in the United States since last
March.

Dr. Rezba is hoping her work can find a
more permanent bome so thar the sacri-
fices are not forgotten. “Each health care
worker death is a tragedy compounded”
she said, “It represents the privite paim of
a sister, father or daughter taken in theis
prime, and the loss of expertise thar im-
pacts the colleagues and pasients left be-

hin
What follows are Just of 8 few of those
losges,

D Jill Stoller, 58

Iy mom was nof one fo sit on
auch,” serid her doughter,
Janna Stoller, a neonatal physi-
cian assistant. s et
abot eve

Do Jill Stodl era pedintrician in New Ferse
never shied away from daunting ch.
lenges. She triumphed over breast cancer,
rased ran ctuldmnumlevmrlumrull ||n|e
and n 2009 joined a medica 110
Ghara, helping perfarm 12 ||l|1-d|.|1ncs:u|'~g
eres in 10 days. <1t just grounds me” she
said at the tim aining why anyone
would want 1 use their vacation time o
work 12-hour days without p

After o male pediatrician stood up dur-
ing a medical conference and suggested
that his female coumerparts lacked the
busgiriess aeimen 1 manage & medical of-
fice, Dy, Stolber wenm o0 10 run i consertium
of pediatric practices, and later starned o
nationwide movement 1o empower female
pediatr to run their own practices

Unabashe®y liberal, De Stoller took the
dection of Donald J. Trump as o personal
affront. The day after Mr. Trumyp's inaugu-
ration as president, she marshaled three
dozen suburbanites onto a charmered bus
bound for the Wormen's March on Washing-
toat

Well into her 50s, she ook up a side vo-
cativn i & dog trainer and traveled across
the country 10 competitions and se Fs.

“My mom was net one 1o sitoon the
couch,” sakd her daughter. Jenna Stoller, a
neomazal physician assistant. “She was ex-
tra abotst everything®

Covid-19, however, challenged her der-

LESSONS FROM THE PANDEMIC

They Gave the Last Full Measure of Devotion

ring-do. The virus coursed through her
practice early in March 020, infecting Dr.
Stoller and several other staff members. D
Stodber, 5%, initlally appeared 1 beat back
the disemse, but she coukl nat shake the fa-
tigue, shorness of breath and brain fog thas
e hher into a depression.

She returned to work, but spent hours
each day researching the health challenges
for Covid lomg-haulers, By the summ
came b bediewe she would never recover
her mental aeuity. *She had ks amamng
ability to bounce back from anything, but
this time was different” her son, Travis
Stoller, said.

On Now, 28, Dr. Stoller took her own life,
ahocking all of those who knew ber. *1 dore

any of u$ realized how hopeless she
her som sakd. *But she was absalutely
convinced this virus  had  compleely
changed her as & person”

Raymond Joe, 48

F v pleaddiveg il Al i s
ple to listen to the warnings and
abide by the rules” he wrote in a
lotter to The Navajo Times. “The
choices you make foday influence
all those arewnd you,”

When the comnavins arrived last spring st
the sprawling Navajo Nation, Raymend
Joe, a lome Imlm nurse and former Ma-
Fiste, began saunding the alim He urged
Nawajo elders wo self-isolate, and delivered
food and elenning supplies 1o the home-
Bound, He sent his chikdren tolive with rela-
tives, so that he and his wife, Eugenia John-
SO0, AN EMETEeNcy room aurse, would nod
have to woery about infecting them when
they resurned home from work

For years he had badgered officials shou
the poverty and threadbare medical care
that contributes o the poor healsh of so
many of his people. He knew that frequens
b washing would be challenging for the
40 percent of Navajo households that lack
running water and indoor plambing. Wi
roughly a dozen ventllators and 400 hospi-
kil beds to serve a population of 170,000, he
warped that a serious outbreak of the co-
roanvinus would be devastaring.

“lampleading with all my people mlisten
1o the warnings and abide by the rules” he
wrole in & Jeiter published in The Navijo
Times. “The choices you make oday influ-
ence all those around you.”

Me Joe, 48, was widely known and re-
spected i a commumity whose members
are spread oul BCrss Arizona, New Mexico
and Utah. A gifted |okester and raconbeur,
he was e Fare bealll care professional u-
o, it skill that comfarted
er patients. *He had a huge heart and really
worked his batt off 1 Lry to ensure his com-
ity wiss OK." Ms. Jahnson sid,

=

I’I.&‘ coronavins ]!!mh’ﬂ!ll‘ has
five Americans it nmrl} twice the

et on culsural and Ilnguu.nl traditions as
it dectmates the ranks of iribal elders

Bur Mr. Joe also feared for hi
beeing, He had a histary of diabetes and high
blood pressure, and his time as on explo-

sives expert during Operation Desers
Storm left his lungs badly searred by e
sure to casstic chemical fum

In mid-November, afier Ms. Johnson

came down with a sore throat, the couple
tried to steer clear of each ather

and wore masks indoors, A few oy
Mr. Joe also began to feel upwell

quickly recovered, bus his cordition wors-
ened. During their three-hour journey to a
veterafs hospizal in Albuquerque, they held
hierwds s M Joe struggled to breathe,
He spent 11 days on a vertitator and died
o D, 18, leaving bedrind
]

children.
M

: This
ruas bias eurned my job into a blessing and a
curse,” he wroe, dy experuse i my eld
has opened NUMEROUS opgortanite
ever, this could be a curse f | eatch the virus
doing the jab that T love and b
with my fife.”

Sandra Oldficld, 53

“Her bigmest concern about going
tor the Rospritiel was that she
e istfect others.” said her
sistar, Linda Rodriguez

Acenmpanying Sandra Okfield o the mall
could be tme-consuming. Ms. Oldfeld, a
rnsis!eled nurse in Fresno, Calil, wasnt

Dr. Claire Retha, o,

haas puablished more than
2,500 eributes to heakh
care Workers who lave
diseed of Covid-19. Afver
wark, she searches anline
foor information abaus
wuch deaths, above.
“Each heali care worker
deathis o tragedy
compounded,” . Rezha
w3, 1t pepiresents i
private pain of a sisier,
Tather or daughter tken
i e perineye, and v
osss of expertise thar
Impacts the colleaguos
anel patienss lefy behind”

if you are: having
houghts af suicide,

call the Mational Suicide
Prevention Liteline at
1-BOO-273-BI5E (TALK).
“Yoous can Tind & st of
additonal rsources at
Spaaking(HSulckde. com
fresources.

[T T ———

much of & shopper, but her predilection for
chatzing up strangers could be mildly exas-
peeating. *You'd turn around and she'd be
saiking o someone, and when youd ask
whe that was, shed shrug and say; *I don't
know," recalled her sister, Linda Rodri-

e

M= Ofdfiek] exuded Rindrsess w0
Freckles, Reeses and Dallas, the rescee
dogs she adopted; 1o the nleces and neph-
ews she shame spailed; and to the

eounthess patients she cared for during her
75 yemrs working a1 Kaiser Fresno Medical

nurses’ lounge with holiday décor. Alling
plants at the aursing station would be
I uluml_\ nurtured back tolife, and il
worker complained about an aching back,
Ma. Oldfield, & licensed massag e therapist,
wottlsl drop everything, ferch her masss
ofls and get 1o work.

M. Olelfield was also deeply spiritual. To
her, nursing was a calling from God, who
she credited with getting her through a
childhood bout of leukemin
what it was like to lay the
il Ms. Rodrigaes said

When the pandemic hit California last
spring, Ms. Oldfield wried to remain cheer-
ful, bt colleagues said she shared their
concern aver the lack of personal propec.
tive gear. Around St Parrick's Day, one of
M. Oidfield's patients tested pos-
itive for the virus: a tew days Later, she, too,
began 1o feel (1L

It urns out that dogens of haspial em-
ployees lad been exposed 1o the infected
pagient, according to their union, National
Nurses United. Ten murses later iested
positive for the vires, and three of them
were hospitalized.

Ms Oldfield hid the severity of her
symptoms from her family, they said, It
was only when she collapsed an the oo
aned was umable 1 gee up that she allowed
her sister to call an ambulance — and only
if she promised 1o tell the dispatcher that
the paramedics had to wear gloves and
masks. “Her biggest concern about going
w0 the hospital was that she would infect
others,” Ms. Rodrigues sasd

Her family takes comfortin knawing she
was cared for by co-workers at Fresno
Medical Contor, bat in the end, doctors
pk:ct-\:lhel ona ventilaton She died on May

25, more than & month later. A candlelight
orial held catsicde the hospital a fow
d:ns later drew & large crowd of col-
Teagues. Many of thern dressed in arange,
her favorse color.

Syvie Robertson, 51
“She wan terrified of getting the
wirars, but she was also dedicoted
Fo fhar patients” said her dough-
ter Meshayl Jones.

Syvile Robertsan brimmed with verve and
sedf-confidence. A Navy veteran and Prince
devoter whi raised three children on her
own, Ms. Robertson earned a licensed prac-
tical nuarsing degree when she was well ine
her 4ls.

The Robertson bome in Petersburg, Va,
was often packed with neighborhood chil-
drenand, more recemtly, her four grandchil-
dren, They came for Ms, Robertson's effu-
sivee warmih and no-nonsense advice but

i king: Snickers cheese-
rib and six-cheese
macaron salad TN B0 EVETY-
ane,* her duaghter Meshayla Jones said

M. Robertzon came from a bong line of
professionals — her mother and
EOusing wen: narses, as is Ms, Jones, Her
other daughter, Clara Robernson, is an ocou-
pational the ¥

Dretermined o advance her career, Ms.
Robertson had recently returned 10 schoal
pan time o she could become a registened
nurse, The schedule was grueling, but she
never complained.

This winter. as the coronavirus coursed
1hmugh the \"Ilsilli.a nursing home where
she worked, her wigh-as-nails brivade be

gan 1o wilt. “She was territied of peiting the
wirus, but she was also dedicated to ler pa-
thents,” Ms, Jones sikd.

She wore two masks, but Ms. Robertson
comracted the coronavirus in early Decem-
her. She spent Christmas on & venriator,
and died on New Year's Day.

Celia Yap-Banago, 69

"Mom wers loud and fooed to
erack fokes arosnd people he
Enew,” said her son Jhukin
Bonago. “If she wasn't making a
ok aboert you, you were proba
bly an her bod side”

You might mot immediately motice Celia

Yap-Banago in a cmm'lec room, A telem-

ety nurse in Ka , Mo, she seemed

shy, bu she was no :hl IIU{II!g et “Mom

s loud and loved to crack joles arotind

rwnll- shar ke mld Ju'r S0l Jht |I1n Ba-
sh

M. Yap-Banago wis .l.mmdl'!y.lclmlrrd
for her boundless compassion, for bath ar
patients and the gemerations of young
nurses she mentored at Reseanch Medical
Center, her employer for nearly four dec-

ades,

Her decision 1o emigrate from the Phil-
ippines in ber early 205 pat her in good com
pany. Filipinos are the single-largest growp
of foreign-born nurses in the Urited States.
They aiso make up nearly a third of all
Covid-related deaths AMONG, NUrSEs, ac-
carding to National Nurses United.

Ms. Yap-Banago never forgot the rela-
tives she left behind in the Philippines — es.
pedd the six siblings who scraped w-
gether the money 1o send her to nursing
schexl. The family |>n'||mm|txh|-l|udlmal
by in the Philippine
Renerosi. “Mom was
about thers* her son said,

Ms. Yap-Banago thought she coald safely
ride out thee pandemic, especially given thit
the cardiae patsents she cared for were far
remaved from the hospital’s Covid ward, At

§ ly when
they expressed concern about the shorte
ages of persoanal protective gear

still, ench might when returning home
from her 12-hour shifes, Ms Yap-Banago
would go straight 1o the laundry room and
remsove her scrishs before siting down
dinner with her husband and rwo sons.

On March 23, one of her patients began
showing symproms of Covid-19, and a few
days later, Ms, Yap-Banago lost her sense of
taste and smell, and then developed A fever

Determined 1o stay home, she ordered
her husband and sons to wear masks and
sequestered herself inside the master bed-
room, anly apesing the doar for the hoae
couked meals left o the threshold, Over the
next month, she grew weak, and her bresth.
ing Increasingly labored, but Ms. Yap-Ba-
nago refused 10 go o the hospital. “Dart
worry” she told her son one day from the
other side of the door. “Tl be fine” A few
hours later, on Agril 21, she was gone.
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