“All the MNews
That's Fit to Print”

Che New Hlork Eimes

Late Edition
Today, partly sunny, breezy, milier,
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Families Settle
Gunmaker Suit

For $73 Million

Sandy Hook Case May
Set .thaut Record

Thiz article is by Rick Rojos, Kar-
en froick and Troy Closson,

The families of nine Sandy
Hook school shooting victims sed-
tled a lawsui for 373 million on
Tuesday against the maker of the
AR-15-style rifie used in the mas-
sacre, in what s belbeved to be the
largest payout by m gun mamufac-
[urer in & mass showing case

The agreement is a signiticant
sethack to the firearms industry
because the lnwsat  worked
ground the federal law protecting
Eun compankes from litigation by
arguing that the manufacturers
marketing of the weapon had vio-
Iated Connecticut consumer law,

The: families argued that Rem-
ingrton, the gunmaker, promobed
sales of the weapon that
to troubled men like the killer who
stormed into Sandy Hook Ele-
mentary  School in Newtown,
Conn., on Dec. 4, 2002, killing 20
lirst graders and six adulis. The
lawsuit was filed by relatives of
five of the childron and four of the
oufules.

“These nine  fomilies  have

shared a single goal from the very
beginning: to do whatever they

SETH WERHY A SBIATED FER
Draniel Barden, who was killed
in the Sandy Hook shooting.

could o help prevent the next
Sandy Hook" said Josh Koskoff,
the lead lawyer for the Tamilies. *Tt
= hard to Imagine an outcome that
better accomplishes that goal™

In addition o the financial set-
thement, lawyers for the families
said that Remington agreed to re-
lease thausands of pages of inter-
nal company documents, inchud-
imgz possible plans for how to mar-
ket the weapon wsed in the massa:
cre—a stipulation that hsd besn a
ey sticking point during negotia-
tions.

The families have said that a

Continued on Page A 15
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Children taking speedskating bessons in Bejing. President Xi Jinping has made sporting success a pillar of the *Chinese dream.”

China Projects  For CNN’s Chief, Walls Were Slowly Closing In

Power on Rink
And Ski Slope

By AMY QIN

BELIING — In the southern
Chinese city af Guangzhou, which
has sweltering temperatures for
much of the wear, children aro
ditching their Nip Nops for skis
and hitting the indoor slopes.

Crut west, higgh up on the Tibatan
Plantenn, Qinghai Provinee has be-
omme an unlikely center for curd-
ing, the traditional Scottish sport
known as "ice keftle” in Chingse.

Owver In the northeastern prov-
ince of Liaoning, & group of retined
men gather every doy in the win-
ter 1o strap on helmets and hockey
pads and tace off on an outdoor lee
rink.

Such sceness, once rare, are
Erowing more common as the rul-
ing Communist Party charges
ahend with an ambitious cam-
paign to transform China — large
parts of which have never seen a
zingle Moke of natural snow —into
a ghobal winter sporting power.

The campalgn was started in
2006 when China's lender, Xi Jin-
ping, pledged that the country,
which had just won the right o

Continued on Page B3

Jury Rejects Palin’s Libel Claim

Day After Judge Did the Same

By JEREMY W. PETERS

A jury rejected Sarah Palin's li-
bel suit againat The New York
Tirmes an Tuesday, & day after the
judlge sasd he would dismiss the
case If the jury ruled in her favor
because her legal team hadl failed
to provide safficient evidence that
she had been defamed by a 2007
editorinl erronecusly linking her
o & mass shooting.

The jury's verdict, and the
Judge's decision, served as a valk
dation of the longsmnding legal
precedent that considers an ooca-
sional mistake by the media a nec-
esapry cost of discourse in a free
sociery, And it came a8 those whi

want o see journalists pay &
steeper begnl cost for  getting
something wrong are pushing the
Supreme Court to reconsider the
ASSLE,

In absotving the The Times of fi-
ahility, the jury concluded that the
nowspaper and its former opindon
editor James Bennet had not
acted with the level of reckless-

ness and @l intent required to |

meet the high constitutional bar-
dan for public figures who claim
defamation.

Mz, Palin ks expected te appeal,
bt apgreals courts tend 1o be el

Continued on Page Al4

This article iz by Emily Sreef, Jod|
Kantor, Michael M. Grynbaum,
Jpimes B, Stewoet and Jobhin Koblin

Late in the day on Moy, 30, Jelf
Zucker, the president of CMN
Worldwide, summoned his star
anchor and friend, Chris Cooma,
oA mesting in the network’s sky-
scraper overlooking the Hudson
River.

Mr. Zucker was joined by the
netwark’s chief marketing officer
— amned his secret romantic partner
— Allison Gollest. They had b de-

| liver & delicate message

Mr. Zucker told Mn ':ljDT!Iw-ihﬂl

Sudden Exit by Zucker
Came After Lengthy

Series of Missteps

CHN was suspending him e
cansa of his unethical interactions
with his brother, New York's gov-
ernor. Mr Cuomo was shocked
and offered to resign. Mr. Zucker
coumtered that the anchor might
be able lo return al Some point, ac-
cording to pecple with knowledge
of the comversation,

Mr. Cuomo felt reassured. He
and Mr. Zocker were confidants,
thedr formumes entwined. Mr
Cuome didn't bother to consult a
Tawryer,

Barely 24 hours later, a letter ar-
rived at CHM. Tt was from o Inw-
yer representing o woman wha
had worked with M Cuomo years
earlier ot ABC Mews. She snid he
hid pesually assaulted her and
that, in the heat of the #MaToo
movement, Mr. Cuomn had tried
to keep her quiet by prranging a
flattering CHMN segiment about her
employer at the time,

Continued on Page A12

PUTIN OFFERING
TROOP PULLBACK
AND DIPLOMACY

A CALMER UKRAINE TONE

Biden Remains Wary of
‘Threatening Position’
of Russian Forces

By ANTON TROIANOVSE]
anil MICHAEL I, SHEAR

MOSCOW — President Viadi-
mir V. Putin said on Tuesday that
Russia would “partially pull back
troops” deployed near Ukraine
and was seeking o “diplomatic
path” o resol ving & tense standofl
with the West, whike Preskdent Bi-
den welcomed further negotin-
tions but warned that o1 Bussinn
invasion “remaing very much a
possibilitg'”

It wias the secomd day in & row
that Moscow appeared to swerve
awny from confrontation - over
Ukraine, after its declaration on
Monday thar diplomatic options
were “far from exhausted”

“We inbend o and will Strive to
reach agreement with our part-
ners on the questions that we
pased, in order (o solve them by
taking o diplomatic path,” snid Mr.
Putin, standing alongside Chan-
cellor Olal Scholx of Germany at
the Kremlin.

Mr. Putin's willingness to con-
timue discussions was welcomed
hours later by Mr Bidem, who
wowed in altermoon remarks from
the White House to “give the di-
plomacy every chance” to prevent
o Russinn imvasion.

“As long a8 there 5 hope of &
diplomatic  resolution that pre-
wenls the dse of Torce and avoids
incredible human suffering that
woild follow,” Mr. Biden said, “we
will pursee jt.”

Mr. Biden ceutioned, however,
that Russinn forces remain “im a

A Sneak Peek at Fall’s Palette

Patterns from the Gabriela Hearst Fall 2022 show on Tuesday, part of Mew York Fashion Week.

LARDON SOSTIEMAN FOR THE SPW VORI TRES

threatening  position” — an as-
seasment that echoed the dire
warning isswed by the Pentagon
four doys mgpo, that Russin could
launch an anack ag early as
Wednesday.

The urgency of thal warning
seemed o recede on Tuesday as
Mr. Putin adopted a more concilia-
tory tone nnd announced the in-
tention to pull back troops, But
much of Russia's menacing force
near Ukraine's border remained
in place, and Western officials said
it Wik far [ soun o exlale over
the: danger that Mr Putin could
laumeh & large-scale war They
also sald it was too early to assess
Muoscow's cladm that it was pulling
roaps back from Ukraine's bor-
der.

“The Russian defense ministry
reported today tat same miliary
units: are leaving the positions
near  Ukrnine. That would  be
gond,” Mr Biden said. "But we

Contined on Page AR

LATIN AMERICA Russia s trying
to expand its imfleence in Bragil,
Cuba ami Argentina. PAGE AT

Stark Transformation From Ohio Moderate to Trump’s ‘No. 1 Ally’

By JENNIFER MEDINA
and LISA LERER
BEACHWOOL, Ohio — In the
fall of 2018, Donald J. Trumps
presidentinl campnign wis press-
ing Ohio's young state treasures,
Josh Momnded, to step it up. A for
mer Maring, he held some sway

with Republican wvoters, and
Trump akdes wanled him daing
more public events.,

But Mr. Mandel couldn't quite
find the time. He just had 50 many
scheduling conflicts, he joked over
breaklast with Mait Cox, a Repub-
lican lobbyist and, at the time, &
friend. Mr. Cox recalled Mre Man-

del rattling off the excuses he used
1o avaid being too closely linked to
a candidnte he wasn't sold on:
Running afier his three chikiren,
other politicnl commitments, his
ofimervance of all those Jewish
hatidays,

Onie Mr Trump won, any relac-
tance from Mo Mandel Tell away

fast. Within weelis, he spoke at the
president-clects  first  victory
rally, slamming those who were
“myobding Trump® during the elec-
tiom. Five days after the mlly, he
taunched his sacond bid for Sen-
ate, borrowing M Trump's catch-
phrases of a “rigged system™ and
Continued on Poge AI6

NATIONAL A11.19, 22

Third Person Cured of H.LV.

A novel treatment using blood ram an
wmbilical cord instead of hbane migrow

INTERMATIONAL Ad.10

Behind the Ottawa Protests
Sell-appointed leaders, some with mili-
tary and right-wing organizing back-
groumnids, hove orchestrvied o disci-
plimed oocupation. PAGE Al

BUSIMNESS B1-6
Fed Confirmations Stalled

Republicans unhappy with Presiden
Biden's pick for the nation's top bank
supervisor retaliated with a no-show on
& key Federal Reserve vote.  PAGE 81

DRITUARIES B15-16

Conservative Political Satinst

L O'Rourke was m wosor from the right
wha skewered Democrats and Bepubli-
cans alike. He was T4, PAGE B13

coubd open a door to helping more
peophe of diverse racial backgrounds
overcome thelr infections, PAGE A8

The Climate Leader Iz Back

The Biden admini=stration is restoring
Californis’s power to set its own limits
an tallpipe pollution and s 1argely
adopling the stale’s rules reganding
heavy trucks. PAGE A0

ARTS CI1-4

A Basquiat, or Not?

Questions have arisen about 25 vibrom
paintings sadd to be by the artist that
are now on display in Florkdn, — PAGE Ci

FOOD -8

Fancying Basic Chocolate
Somelimes, the most expensive ingredi-
ents aren't needed. Take a bite of the
flouriess cake, nbove, with melted chic-
olate chips, and you'll see why, FacE o

Chicken That Mever Chirped
Some compianies are racing to bring
Inborstory-grown meat to the marier.
*We are changing the parsdigm,” ane
company twner said. “We are detach-
Ing the meat from the animal®  #aGE

OPFINION AZ0-21
David Axelrod
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CAREY KIMES POR THESERY VORE TIVES
In iEmoklyn, 8. peaple are reourning v che subway — bin nod everyone is masking.

Preparing to Live With Covid

As the Omicmm wave subsides in regions across the work], more governments, poli=
il and health officials are imforming people it's time to start “lving with the virs.*
According Lo 2ons epidemiologists, thes is an acksowledgment that SARS-CoV-2 will nat
be eradicated. Instead, individoals will need to rely on an arsenal of tools — incheding
vateines, pidd sick leave and inashs — to coedst with the virus while reduciing persanal
rizk and pratecting others. In the Coropavirus Briefmy newsletiern, Jonathan Wolle ré-
cently asked readers: “Are you ready to five with the vins?" 1t's a hot topic: Mearky
FA00 renders wrote in. Bead a collection of edited responses below.

Tt's time to start living with Covid by nor-
minlizbig it 1r's & virus. It will keep mutat-
Ing. It's never going to be “over” no matter
how long we make concessions. And if it's
NEVEr OVEr A3 3 naticn, We Can'l grieve,
find ¢losure, adapt and help each other and
our kids find silver Unings and hope, We
nesd Lo Begin the healing process, We pneed
o allaw the heakthy tostart living. ARIELE
TAYLOR. BAY AREA, CALIF

If “living with the virus" means ketting
down my guard, then NOU P not remotely
ready. I'm prepared 1o wear masks for the
reat of my lfe, if need be. 1'm not going to
et casual about Covid, I'm T I'm alresdy
deafing with fibromyakya [ dont wanl
tong Covid on top of that? For me, masking
up when | goout is an inconvenience 1 can
Five with. KATHRYN JAMUS, CHICAGO

As o health care provider, 1've been “lving
with the virus” since March 2020. It's
abeolutely consumed my professional life
and spilled over gresly info my personal
Fte ag well. I don't Know that 1l ever stap
liwing with it, i the sense that there is
same trauma from the last twa years that
will stick with me, probably forever [ want
desparately tor this to be over, but 1 nm
terrified of continued surges that will
averwhelm our already frigle health
ayatem. 1'm devastated at the thouglit of
lostmg more lives to this, But | get that the
current restrictions are taking a toll. [ don'
know what the right answer i ELIZABETH,
BROOELYM, NY.

T wm ready! [ want to travel with my fam-
w, domy job in full capacity and have my
child in schiool without & mask if they
choose, It has been bong enough and it's
time te let people start choosing which
procautions they want to take, You can

wear a musk for the rest of vour kife shoadd
voul choose, Mo one will ever stop you from
duing tuid. STACY FOSTER, FORTLAND, ORE

I"m 66 with a recent cancer diagnosis. 1
we Just decide that precautions (vaccina-
thons, masking and testing ) aren't really
needed amymore becase we're “hving
with 8" then we are relegating the mast
vilnerabile (L., elderhy) to a life of isolas
tion and unreasonable restrictions in order
to ablow younger, less vulnerable peopls to
ignore the risks they pose to the more
vulnerable. THERESE HOFFMAN, TOLEDO,
OHID

Restaurants and bars are open. Concerts
wre happening. Asile [rom health care
workers and those af risk, it seems like
mast have refurned (o mrnsal? BRANDI €.,
VANCOUVER, WASH

Wa're past the time of waiting it out, e
nceepied the addition of a vearly Covid
waccine to my Mu vaccine regimen. 171
comtinue to wash my hands, stay home
when ['m sick and malntaln & healthy
distance from others, just like [ did in the
pre-Covid erm. But I'm over all the fear-
mangering. We must ask ourselves: Is all
of this rexlly worth not Bving? JATME,
RIDGE FARM, TLL.

1 don't feel ready to “Bve with tee virus?
Part of mee wants to, bt my husband and 1
have spent the last two years being hyper
wigilnnt 1o the poim that [ can’t fathem
wihiat normaley wiould ook like. [ Koow that
if ] amempred o “live with the vims™ |
would likely feel a level of arngiety [ don't
care to experience, DANIELLE LOVELL,
CARRRORD, H.C

T subscribe fo the Coromavings Bricfing
newsletter, Vst nytimes. com, newsletiors.

A Headline in History

KEWS5 FROM THE ARCHIVES OF THE NEW YORK TIMES

THE MAINE BLOWN UP.

February 18, 188E. The previous evening, a large explosion sunk the United States battle
ship Maire n Havana Harborn, The Times reported. In Mareh, a court of inquiry found
thait the explosion. which killed nroand 260 men, was caused by a submerged mine,
thosgh much of the American public thought Spain was te biame. (A L¥78 investigntion
found that & was llely triggered by afire in the ship's coal bunker ) “Remember the
Maine” hecame a rallying cry for these who wanted the United States to intercede on
Cuha's behall in #s stregele for independence from Spain — which i disl in April 1208,
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WEATHER 422
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VIDED

The third episode of “We're
Cooked,” a video series from
Thmes Opinian that examines the
larmiul effects of oar food System
o [he planer, makes the case for
eating insects — a dietary adjust-
ment that may gross you oot but
might also help curb climate
change. metines, orm video

ALICHO

O the “ Pogeast™ podenst, the
haost Jon Caramanica and his
puests discuss the controversy
over e podoaster Jos Rogan,
wha has been criticized for pro-
moting Covid-LY muisinformarion,
anil Spotify s role in vetting the
comtend it distribules.
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Super Bowl LVI, protests tn Cana-
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Of Interest

NOTEWORTHY FACTS FROM TODAY'S PAPER

Chinese legislators abolished a torm
limit on the presidency in 2008,
clearing the way for Xi Jinping to
hold onte all his major posts
indafinitely: president, party leader
and military chairman,

Chirsa Knows Xi [ in Cantral.

Buzt Who Comes Next? A4

-
The global market for lab-grown
meat, commonby known as call-hased
or cultivated meat, could reach
$25 hillion by 2030, according to the
consultants MeKinsey & Company.
Brezve New Beed D0

-
Lower-aloohol beers are stitched
into the drinking fabric of
Seandinavia and pub-rich England,
whire axation increases as aleohal
content rises.
Low-Buzz Beer, the Mest Bousd for Srewera D4

Migrants were caught crossing (e
soulhwest border with Mexico
illegally more than two million times
from December 2020 1o Decamber
2021, the largest number sinee at
least 19640,

Rushed Across the Border, and Sew Lost ina
Bureainrutic Maze Al

-
The median cost of a faneral was
nearly 58,000 in 2021, acconding o
the Mational Funeral Directars
Association,

Chasing a Covid Benefit Nobody Realty Wants
Talise- BY

-
This viears Bedjing Games marks the
[ivat time the American men did not
hawi an cntrant in the men's
combined Alpine skiing ovent since it
was reintroduced to the Olympic

program in 1985,
Hesw Amaricans Lost Ther Alpine Dominance BID

The Conversation

FIVE OF THE MOST READ, SHARED AND DIZCUSSED POSTS

FROM ACRO53 NYTIMES.COM

Prince Andrew Settles Sexual Abuse Lewsuit

With Virginia Giuffre

Financial terms of the settlement, on the lewsuit brought by
M. Giuffre, who accused Amndrew of raping her when ghe was
& leenages, were not disclosed. This was Tuesday's most read

mriicle; readers found it on social media,

Spotlight
ADDITIONAL REPORTAGE AND REPARTEE
FROM OUR JOURNALISTS

The author Harley Rustad's new book, *Lost in the Valley of
Death,” ks about the American adventurer Justin Alexander
Shetber, who went missing in 2016 while on a plgrimage i the
Himalayas. On “The Book Review Podcast,” Mr. Rustad dis-
cussnd how Mr. Shegler's use of social media dovetailed with
his spiritual journey — omd how it didn't, Read an edited ex-
cerpt from his conversatlon with the host, Pamels Paul.

Anna Sorokin on “Inventing Anna” and Life After Rikers

In an inerview ahead of the Netflix show's release, Ms,
Sorokin, who posed as a German beiress and convinced New
York's wealthy to linamnce her life, spole about how ler life
has changed since the end of her Anna Detvey days.

Accounting Firm Cuts Ties With Trump
And Retracts Financial Statements

Mazars USA sabd in & letver that it coald no longer stand
behind the anmumal statements, which are central to an investi-

gation by the New York atbormey general,

SERGEY PIVOARGAY) RELTIERS

Pamels Paul When you look at Mr. Shetler's insta-
gram, he's this very gocd-locking, muscular guy wha
soames bo be awane of his physical presence, Talk a
litthe bit about how he epproached social media

Harley Rustad There are a far amount of shirtfess
selfias on his Instagram account. | think it's quite
ey for peaple bo write him alf as somebody who ks
Jumsd it these io have an enormous fallowing and to
reap the bonefits of what that could bring. Bat | don't
think that's entiraly & truthiul resd of whio Justin wes.
We all curate how wewant to present ourselves to
‘thiz woeld, and that's not necessarily Booursle.

‘Something that he longad for and struggled with was
solitude. And 50, 85 much &S heavalidated and found
withie i thal platioem, il also created this barrier for
hirn to achieve something pure: Solation, snd what
ian be Tound in thess maments of solfude.

Paml Gan you desoribe what his final posts ultimabely
told you about his lest days?

Ukraine Live Updates: Biden Wams Invasion Still

MONICA
R1CH
KOSANN

DESHGN POUR CWN CHARM BRACELET
Craate a custom charm bracelet in 18k gold or sterling skver

Pleese call 854, 590.2784 or Visit Us at
MONICARICHEOSBANN, COM

Possible Despite Russian Pullback Claim

President Biden said that the United States has not verified
that Russia has bogun to withdraw troops and that its forces
“remain very much in a threatening position”

24 Brilliant Baking Recipes to Change

Rustad As a reporter trving o pece logother this
pizzhe, his social media was a rich resource. It had
Nime stamps, iocathons and peopie | could interview,
But it also presented a problem about where the
truth lies in what is posted. | had moments where ha
foid o story onling that | had fo pick apart, and |

Your Kitchen Game

found flaws, It added awhola othar kayer to his story,

A great baking recipe can seem like wizardry, In the most
brillimnt of cases, it can surprise and delight with its inven-

tiveness, ani educate, Times readers ate this article up

Liszen to the ertire comversation af nybmes.comy thrpodonst.

Quote of the Day

PALCE A1

The Mini Crossword

BY JOEL FACLIAND
‘ .

17 WAl LEMTELN BT Will shoRTy
ACROSS
1 Flgure skating jump

& Commuting option

7 Downright mean

& Steven |, Best Aclor nomines
fior “Minar™

5 James Band's pocupstion

DawN
1 Fictional news channed on
“Succession”
3 Medical imaging procedure
3 Makes less delfficull
4 Hluminated
& BigApple nddress lethers

SOLUTION T

saeviovs pazzie |21 A
BIL|V|E|S
A|P|P|L|E
5 H|A|L|E
| OEO |

“The Josh Mandel of 2003 — of 2016, even — would not

recognize the Josh Mandel of 2021

HOB HIMMERMAN, o Democri! who raised femds for Mr. Mamsdel, o Bepulblicon Senole candidote from
Eahin wihss hues e @ hard pight haen paliviomily from his moderate rools.

Here to Help

GLOBETROTTING: 51X RECENTLY RELEASED BOOKS FROM AROUND THE WORLD

The Times's Books desk keeps & running
Hst of books in transtation coming ot in
202 Here are six that have been pub-
lished recently.

Among the Almond Trees |Palestine)
Diagnosed with cancer, the Palestinlan
author of this memoir returns to his chikd-
hood village and determines to budld 5
hoese for his wilie and son.

By Hussein Barghouthi. Transloted from
the Arbéc by [brahim Muhawl

The Employees (Denmark)

Om & spaceship in the near future, a
sirange new cargo leads human and an-
drodl workers to feel a sense of nostalgia
and & craving for intimacy.

By tpa Ravn. Transloted from the Danizh
by Martin Alken.

The Rumminghird (Itaky)

In this awand-winning, blackly comic
novel, an ophihalmolegist bumbles
theough ke, coping with tragedy, bad
decisbons and mare,

By Sandro Veronest. Translated from the
Italian by Elema Pala,

Jmwhone [Ecuador)

In an abandoned cahin, scloolmates are
drawn knto increasingly extravagant and
dangerous situations by thedr most daring
friend, with horrific consequences.

By Minice Ofeda, Translated from the
Spaitish by Serah Rooker.

S y
T, Mai W

Quake {leeland)

Cuestionks of family, memory and trust
swirl through this mystery, which unfokds
after & woman's selzure on a busy lee-
landic strest.

By Auier Jarsibottir. Transheted from the
leebandic by Meg Matich.

The Vanished Collaction (Franca)
Perignom, a great-granddanghter of a
wralthy French-Tewish art collector,
mvestigntes what happened (o the fmily's
wrove of Impresslondst art after it was
confiscated by the MNazis.

By Pauling Basr de Perignon. Translaled
Jram the French by Natasha Lehrer.

For more rewiews and books mews, go to
i oo, hoaks,
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President Xi Jinping will convene the nesxt Mational People’s Congress late this year. He is expected to keep his post as Communist Party geneml secretary,

China Knows Xi Is in Control. But Who Comes Next?

As Communist Summit
Nears, Guessing Game
Over Successor Heats Up

By CHRIS BUCKLEY

One rising Chinese provincial leader
landed Xi Jinping as the Communist Par-
rv's “greatest gnarantee” The party
chief of a big constad city urged officials
to revers Me Xi% “noble bearing as a
leader and personal charisma”™ A top
general sabd Mr Xi had faced down
“prave political rsks” to achieve the
“revalutionary reinvention” of China's
military.

The orchestrated adulation that lias
carried M Xi bnto 2022 adds te the grow-
I certalnty that he will secure anather
termin povier ata Coammanist Pirty con-
gress late in the yeor In an ern of ghobal
upheaval and oppostunicy, scores of sen-
tor officials have said, China needs a res-
olate, powerful centenl leader — that is,
Mr X — to ensure its aecent &5 a super-
power,

But one great uncertainey leoms over
China, and it is of Mr. Xi's own design:
Mobady, except maybe o tight-lipped cir-
che of senior officials, knows how long he
wants tostay in power, or when and how
he will appolnt a polideal hele. Me X
seems 1o ke iE that way,

“Xi's political genius is the strategic
nze of uncertninty; be lkes to keep ev-
eryone off babance” said Cheistopher K.
Johngon, e predldent af the China
Strateghes Group and a former Central
Intelligence Agency analyst of Chinese
politics.

Arthe congress, Mr, Xiis highly likely
o keep his hey post as Commuanist Party
general secretary for five more years,
bucking the previcus assumiption tlsar
Clinese leadera were senllng Into & pat-
termof decade-long relgns. Chinese legis-
lators abolished a term limit on the presi-
dency in X018, chearing the way for M Xi,
B4, b lvoldd onto all his major posts indefi-
nitely: preakdent, party leader and mili-
tary chodrman,

Bat for how many years? And who
would take over after him? The dilem-
mas of when and how o signal a plan to
step away from formal office and confirm
an heir could test Mr Xi's redoubtable
political skills,

Keeping evervone peessing could help
reinforce lovalty to him, and give him
more time to jud e patential successors.
Yot holding off from designating one
could magnify anxiety, even rifta, in Chi-
nas elite.

T pick an belr would mahe Ko lame
duck to some extent,” Guoguang Wi, a
professor at the University of Victoria in
Conada who served ns an adviser to
Zhan Zivang, the Chinese leader ousted
In 1988, wrobe by email, “But i would alsoe
reduce the pressure Xi has toconfront in
seplking his third term.”

Canfidence, Mr. X3 has said, is key to
protecting purty power, and he wants noe
surpelses 1o upset a rriumphant bukldug
to the congress,

Setting economic priorities for 2022,
China's leaders repeated “stabiliny” sewv-
en times, Beijing is not wavering from s
vzero Covid™ stratepy, while other cotn-
tries have buckled, This year too, China's
Winter Olympics, so far untroubled by
protest, and planned lunch of a apace
skation will Bathe Mr Xl in the sura of a
stolesman.

But the baze of propagnnda will shed

PHG EPAL Ve SHUTTERSTOOR

Viee Premier Han Zheng, at lectemn, considersd one of Mr X profépes s
likely to retire fram the Folithum Standing Committes at the next congress.

few clues aboul internal dellberations
building up fo the congress. Secrecy
argund elite politics is ingraimed i Com-
munist Party lesders, and il has desp-
ened under Mr. Xi. They see themselves
a8 guarding China's rise nawl one-party
power in an often hostile workd,

Mr. Xi's power games may only come
e broad focus when a new lendership
files out on the red carpet of the Great
Hall of the People in Beijing at the ond of
the congress, which is kely to convene
in Movember

Glven his desdre 1o keep his options
open, M Xiis likely to hold off even then
from specifically signaling n successor
wihe would be brought into the Politbarn
Standing Committes, the party's inner-
musl clrele of power, several experts
said

Mr. Xi nnd the premier, Li Kegiang.,
vanlted into the Standing Comimittes in
2007, confirming them as te two lead-
ers-in-walting ar the Hoe.

Instead of making a similar move, hMr.
Xiis more likely to bring o cohort of nes-
gemeration officiala into the full 25-mem-
ber Politbure — the tier below the Polit-
bure Standing Committee — creating a
reserve bench whose lovalty and mettle
would be tested in the vears o come.

“The action will probably be in the Po-
fitburo” said Mr Johnson, the former
C.l A, analyst. “Doing anything that
wonld sipnnl & SWCCRSENC MKW SIS -

Hkely”

China's history of hotched succession
plnns stamis as oownrning to Me Xi. Mao
Zedong anid Deng Nisoping both lad o
unhappy record of choosiing, then wen-
by om, palieal letrs,

Mir. Xi became topleader in 2012 after n
yenr of lunid strife in ruling crcles. He
has argeed that the fall of the Sovier Un-
ko resulbted from installing weak, wowor-
thy l=alers who betrayed the Commi-
nist cause,

“Whether a political party and a coun-
try can constantly norture outstanding
leadership talent to a great extent deter-
mines whether it rises or falls” Chen XL
the party's head of organizational affairs,
wrote Late last year In Peaple’s Datly, the
PArTy s nEwspiper,

M. X1 has alpeady sought to prevent
undercurrents of discontent from con-
verging into opposition before the con-
gress,

In Movember, he oversaw & resolution
on Communtst Party history that gave o
glowing affirmation of his years in
power, Pragse in such o weighiy docu-
medt will hedp deter pushback, and Me
X lsas used it Lo demand “abaolute loy-
alty™ bo the party [rom members. A re-
cent video sertes, parading officials
felied for corruption and - abuses of
powes, reinforced the warndng.

“All the machinery of coercion ks in his
hands,” Lance Gore, m senior research

REYI PRy TR GRTTY BdaGis

Administering a Covid test in Beijing lazt month. As Eurcpean countries have
Flirted with living with the vinss, China bas continued itz “zem Covid"” policy,

fellow at the East Asian Instiure of the
Mational University of Singapore, said of
Mr. X1, “He's offended n bot of prople, bt
oy is in & position to contend witl
Iy, openty or even covertly”

Even so, M Xi does not have carte
Minche over the next eadership Bneup.
Other officials could press on his polley
missteps to quietly seek more say, Mre
Johnson said, And Mr. Xi's own interests
may also lie in showing some give and
takie, o different groupings feel they
hewe i seat al the lop table.

“Its not necessarily winner-takes-all”
sald Timothy Cheek, o histordan of the
Chinese Commanlst Party il the Univer-
sity of British Columbia, “He's leaving
rosdm 50 that other people are somewhat
ncemmbodaned.”

Even if politics goes smoothly, who re-
tres amd who rises presents Mr, i with
tricky rrade-offs.

At the last party congress in 2017, lead-
era did not pick a suecessor to Me XL up-
ending  the ladder-lilke  handover of
power that had been taking shape in pres
viowes decades, Some of Mr, Xi's protégés
may now be too old w stay in the race,
while promising younger officials re-
muain untested, and gensrally unknown,

Under an informal age cedling for sen-
Jor party posts, two of the seven mem-
bers of the Polithons Stunching Comimili-
tee = the top tier of power — are likely to
retirer Vice Premier Hon Zheng and the
lemd of the Chinese legisbamure, Li Zhan-
sl That unspoken rule says that mem-
bers who are 68 or older should step
down when a COngress ones arcund,
M Xi could also engineer more retive-
ments, incloding of the premder, 11 Ke-
aqEnng, o expand the size of the Standing
Committes, which i not fixed by rube,

Possible recruits into the top hody in-
clude Chen Min'er, Huo Chunhua, and
Ding Kuexiarg. All are Politbiro mem-
bers young encugh (o serve [0 years in
the Standing Committes under the age
rules. 5o far, though, none has recedved a
telltale pre-congress move that suggests
Mr. Xihas apecial plass for him, such as a
high-proflle wanafer or o propagantda
push,

Party insiders once described Me
Chen as a favorkle and possible helr of
Mr. Xi, Bat Mr. Chen already seems too
ol o win elite approval. said Bo Zhiyue,
ncongultant in New Zeadand who studies
Chinese elite politica. Me: Chea will be 67
in 2027, a year when Mr, X1 could step
down at o party congress. M Xi was 59
when he become leader at a congress in
2012,

Mr Xi “has to bring in new peaple, tat
I deesn’t want any of them Inbeled &5
his successon” Mr Bo said. *There's the
b dilermnma for 20 Jinping — how 1o pro-
muate them but pot oo far and lHmit bis
options"

There §5 likely to be much more turn-
over in the foll Politburo, the secand-
highest rang of power. Retiroments thers
coidd create 11 vacancies, which Me X3
coulbd uge o prommote & cobort of loyal of-
ficialain their 508 or early G0s, many now
provineial leaders.

But f Mr. X1 stays ab the top for an-
ather decade or longer, they muy also be
passed over for even younger potential
suecessors now working in ehscurity in
ministries and local administrations,

“If X3 stays healthy and avoids policy
disgaters, e conld remain a capable na-
ol beader and a formidable politieal
operator for another couple of decades
=aiild Mell Thomas, wiwo analyses Chinese
pabithes for the Eurasia Group,

At Penal Court,
Navalny Faces
Fresh Charges

Of Corruption

By IVAN NECHEPURENKD

Aleksed AL Mavaliy, the most promi-
nent challenger (o the role of Presi-
dent Visdimir V. Putin of Russin, np-
peared at a court heanng on Tuesday
tw face charges of embezzlement and
contempt of court that could extend
hi= imiprisonment by 15 yenrs.

Thetrialis starting as Mre Putin has
grabbed e worlds attention by en-
Eaging in a high-stales standedf with
the West aver Ulirnine, Mr. Mavalny’s
supporters 2nid they believed the trinl
wns deliberately scheduled o co-
incide with the crisis to divert atten-
Hon away from his case,

The procesdings were held in a
prizon outside Moscow, where M Ba-
valny, who hns acoused Mr Putin of
ordering his security ngencies to as-
sassinate him, is serving a sentlence
that ends next year. The Kremlin has
denied Mr. Mavalny's accusations.

Stanching ina makeshift courtrosm
in his prisan wniform, a visibly thinnes
Mr. Mavalny accused the court of de
lierately holding the trial in o penal
colomy hours away from Moscow to
reduce medin artenton and obstrsct
the wark of his lawyvers, who were not
allowed to bring their laptops with
case materiala.

“1 am nol alraid af this cowrt, of e
penal colomy, the FS.B, of the pros-
ecwtors, chemical weapons, Putin and
all others” Mr, Mavalny said in court,
ncoording to a vides of his statement,
“I mm not alrafd becnuse [ believe it is
hmiliationg wid uselesd to be afraid of
ivall”

Russian  Investigators Nave ac-
cused Mr. Mavalny and his associntes
of crenting his anti-corruption fomd n-
Hon for the purpese of embezzling
people’s donntions, court documents
sild. Tnvestigntors sadd thal Mr Ma-
valiy bl published inquiries of “al-
leged correption among govermment
officials ot varions levels” to nitrect
these donations, They said Me Ma-
valmy attempted to take part in the
2018 pregidentind election for that pur-
pise, (Mr Mavalny was bharred by
Russian election officials froms ran-
ning for president)

In particular, the Investigatms ac-
cused b Mavalny of seealing $35,000

- - from four pe i
who lead  tesnified
against him In a
video  published
ahewd of the iriad,
My, Mavalny's ally
Ivan Zbdanov ac-
cused two of the
four victims men-
tinned in the case of
cooperating  with
the Bussinn government 1o “slder
an lnocent pergon in exclnge fog
maney”

“These are people who were
braught by the hand, given someons
clse's money and told to make one
payment,” saild Mre Zhdanov, mkling
that the criminal cuse was opened
wnly & day after ane of the fowr victims
sent a donntion to the foundation,

The other two people who testified
ngainst Mr. Mavalny were pressured
todo so, Me Zhdanov said, Omne is fac-
Ing up fo W veurs in prizon, and the
other had been under investigation
oviEr tax evasion, e sald

Over the past decade Mr. Navalny
las buile o political organization with
offlees in major ciies. Despite grow-
ing police and government pressure,
M Navalny's organization was able
to consolidate some of the most vocal
crites of Me Puthn mod helped orga-
nize sone af the biggest streel pros
tests againat his governnsent

In 2013, when the Russian govern-
ment allowed Mr Navaly to run for
the post of mayor of Moscow, he came
close to defeating the incumbent pro-
Eremlin coamlidate, garmering maore
than 630,000 votes.

However, M Mavalwy's populariny
grew hand in hand with the Kremlins
decreasing toelerance for his activities,

M Mavalny was arrested for vie-
lating parole at a Mosoow airport af-
ler peturmang to Russan last year frown
Germany, where he was recovering
[rom polsoning he sabl was organized
by the Russian government, Ever
sinoe his retum and subsequent Sea-
tescing, Mr Movalny and his assocl
ntes and supporters hove faced in-
creased pressure from the Russian
EOVETIINERE, _

Multiple criminal cases  weres
opened against him and his allies. His
antoorruption fowndation and his pe-
Iitical organization were declared ex-
tremist and Banned, Many of his allles
hadt to flee Russin. Some were ar-
rested and reminin in custody:

“1 insadted your dark lord Putin by
not only ssrviving. but by returning,”
Mr. Mavalny sald In his staterment (o
the judge and prosecubors. “MNow, he
will increase my prison terms for-
over” he added, peferring to Mr. Putin,

“But [ believe that the worst real
crime 1 could commit §s if T get afraid
of vou and who stands behind you," he
sild addressing the judge and pros-
eoutors.

The pext bearing n his cose is
schedided [or Monday.

Mavalny
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JCUING FOOD FORNYC

How we're boosting the
fight against hunger

Bank of America is proudly supporting our employees’ health and safety and addressing one of our local

COmMMUTY's most critical needs.

Each day, millions of Americans suffer from food insecurity, which typically spikes during the winter months.
For every employee who lets us know they've received a booster shot, Bank of America is donating 5100
to local hunger-relief organizations. This is a direct investment in the health of cur teammates, and in the

well-being of the communites where we work and |ve.,

Through this effort, our team in Mew York City recently presented City Harvest, Food Bank For Mew Yark City
and Feeding Westchester with checks rotaling 51,000,000, This contribution is in addition to our long-standing
philanthropic support to help fight hunger and food insecurity across the country. We are proud to be able to

help our community as we work together to move forward.

-

losé Tavarez
. Prasident, Bank of America Mew Yark City

|

Learn more at bankofamerica.com/metroNY
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Racist Conspiracy Theory Seeps Into France’s Mainstream

By NORIMITSU ONISHI

PARIS — Until a couple of years
ngo, the “great replacement™ — a
racist conspiracy  theory  that
white Christian populations are
beimg intentionally replaced by
nomwhite immigrants Was 50
toxic tn France that even Marine
Le Pen, the longtime leader of the
country's far right, pointediy re-
Fused to pse it

But in a presidential race that
has widened the boundaries of po-
litical acceptability in Franoe,
Vabérie Pécresse, the canddate of
the maimstream center-right party
in the coming election, used the
phrase over the weekend in &
apesch punciuated with coded at-
tacks apgninst immigrants and
Musiims,

The use of the slogan — i what
hiif beeen hilled as the most impor-
Lt apesch so far by M. Pécresse,
& top rival of President Emmanuel
Macron — has fusled intense criti-
cism from her opponents as well
as allies within her party. It akso
underscored France's further shift
tothe right, especially among mid-
die-class woters, and the over-
whelming influence of right-wing
idess and candidates in this cam-
paign, political experts said,

The “great replacement,” & con-
spireey theory adopted by mamy
while supremacists  worldwide,
has meplred mass killlngs in the
United States and New Zealand.

Eric Zemmour, a far-right no-
thor, television pundit and now
presidental candbdate, was the
lending figure to populnrize the
concep in France in the past dec-
b, describing it as a civiliza-
tione] threst against the country
el the rest of Ewrope.

In a 75-minute speech before
7000 supporters in Paris — in-
tenched o mtroduce M, Péonesse,
5, the current leader of the Paris
reghon and & former national min-
ister of the hudget and then higher
edhucation, 1o wlers nafionwide —
Ms. Pécresse adopted Mre Zem-
mar’s themes, saying the election
would determine whether Framnce
I= a “n united nation or a divided
nation.”

She zaid thal France wax mid
doomsed to the “great replace-
ment” and called on her suppaort-
ers "o rise wup” In the same
spesch, she drew a distinetion be-
rween “French of the heart™ and
“French of papers” — an copres-
sion used by the extrems right to
podnt o noturalized citizens. Vow-
ing nat o let France be subju-
gated, she said of the symbal of
France, “Marianne & not a vetled

In a speech, Valérie Pécresse, a mainstream center-right candidate

w |

A
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, referred to the “great replacement.” a racist conspiracy theory

woman” — referring to the Mus-
lirm vedl.

"By using the great replace-
ment, she gave it legitimacy and
put the idens of the extrome right
alb the heart of the debate ol the
presidential race” said Philippe
Corcufi, an expert on the far right
whao teaches ot the Institute of Po-
litical Studies in Lyon. “When she
talks of ‘French of papers; she's
saying that distinctions will be
misde between French people ac-
cording o ethmic criteria. Her
stigmatization of the Muslim vell
i5 im the same logic of the cotremn
right”

The use of the term, onoe Hmited
o the extreme right, by Ms.
Pécresse— who is the candidate af
the: Republicans, the party of for-
mer Pregidents Micolas Sarkozy
and Jacques Chirac — marked a
“Rubicon,” said Anne Hidalgo, tho
Bociplist  presidential  candidate
and current mayor of Paris.

Bat it miso made uneasy peaple
ingide her own party, who still
want to draw clear lines batween it

and the extreme right Xavier
Bertrand, & party heavyweight,
said, “The great replacement,
that's not us,” according o French
news media.

Palis shaw s, Pécresse, Ms Le
Pen and Me Zemmour neck and
neck for second place behind Mr.
Muncron in the first round of voting,
scheduled Tor April 10. In the sec-
oawd round, an April 24, one of them
wionld face off ngainst Mr. Macron,
who has also shifted to the right,
especially in the past two years of
his presidency

The sodden rise of Mr Zem-
mour = a candidate has injected
the “preat replacement™ nnd other
explosive issues into the election,
forcing other candidates on the
right to fines-tume their positions al
the risk of losing suppart to lim.

Ms. Le Pen had expressly re-
Jected the slogan, criticizing it psa
conspiracy theory, While she has
kept her distance from the term,
her party’s president, Jomtan
Bardelta, has started referring Loz
In recent months.

Facing criticism, hs. Pécrease
backpedaled a little, saying her
use of the expression had been
misconsiried.

But Micolas Lebourg, & political
scientist specinlizing in the right
and far right, said thar her use of
the term simply reflected a politi-
cal cabculation: the center right's
traditional middle-class suppart-
era have also shifted rightward in
TECENE YRars.

“Shwoe 2010, theres been a sig-
nificant hardening by upper-mid-
die-class voters against immigra-
tion and Iskam, bul we hadnl seen
its  political - effects yet” Mr
Lebourg sabkd. “50 what we're ex-
periencing now is a Hpping over af
part of the middba-class and upper
middbe-class.”

These voters are worried about
tzsues Hke “wokisme” — the sup-
posed contamination of France by
“woke” American ideas on social
justice that they see as over-
wrought political correciness.

“It's middieclags volers who
care about ‘wokisme while Le

Pen's working-class supparters
are completely uninterested in
thnt,” Mr. Lebourg said.

The “greal replacement™ was
conjured up by a French writer
named Renpud Camus in 2010, n
an interview in 2005, Mr Comus
bemoaned the fact that leading po-
liticians had rojected the slogan,
The slogan and his embrsce of the
far right had turned him into a pa-
rinh in France's liternry and media
circles, forcing him to publish his
own books.

But in recent months, Mr Ca-
miez has been invited back on ele
vishon talk shows.

In an email exchange on Tues-
day, he said, “I can only he de
lighted by the use of the expres-
slon ‘great replacement” during
thiz presidential campaign.”

Other campalgn issues, like the
pandemic and consumer purchas-
ing perwer, were minor next to the
reality described by the slogan, s
=ajd.

“The rest is of no importance by
comparisan,” he sald,

The Group Trying to Steer
Ottawa’s Restive Protesters

By SARAH MASLIN NIR
and NATALIE KITROEFF

OTTAWA — Bince the big rigs
entrenched in the core of Canada's
capital first pulled in nearly three
weeks ago, they have arranged
themselves in a semblance of ar-
der, parking i evenly spaced
rows. Their drivers have stayed
warm andd are fed by a corps of
marshaled  volunteers,  and
though they have varying person-
nl heliefs, they appear carefully
oi-message:  “Freedom!®  has
bewn the repeated refrain for the
past I days,

Itisnoaccident: Highnbove the
chot of trucks on Otawa's Parlia-
maent Hill, im hotel rooms just out
of the fray, are the war rooms be-
himd the operation. From them, &
tenm of self-appointed leaders,
some with military and rght-wing
organizing backgrounds, have ar-
chestrated a disciplined ancd
highly coordinated ocoupation.

They have spent the weeks hud-
diing in conference rooms and
streaming their own news confer-
ences on social media platiorms
from hoted lobbdes. It is a crow that
includes former law enforcement
officers, military veterans and
conservative OTERNIZErS, 0§ SHme-
rimes Iraclious callaboration that
has nonetheless helped to co-
alesce a demonstration against
vaocine mandates into a force that
has destabilized the city and sent
shock waves throughout Canadi.

And while the main blocknds
thit had crippled trade amd stalled
commercial traffic for nearly a
week at the mnin border crossing
between Canada and the United
Swtes reopened this week, the
profesters in Owawn largely ha-
ven't budged,

Canadian officials, who do mot
have nuthority to tell the police
how 1o aperate, have become in-
creasmgly frustrated with the oc-
cupation and see the coordination
not a8 a polished demonstration,
but & dangerous threat.

“What is driving this movenmsnl
is n very small, organized group
that is driven by an kieology o
overthrow  the povernment,”
Mareer  Mendicino, the public
salery minister, sabd inremarks on
Tuesday. “Through whatever
means they may wish 1o use”

The protesters’ offorts seemed
to ke rewarded on Teesday by the
resignation of Otawa's police
chief, who hod faced mounting
criticksm for the teped response to

lan Austen contributed reporting
from Ohtawe, and Allison Han-
nafiord from North Bay, Omtario,

the dempnsiralions in the capital
since the start of the occupation,
As news of the chiel's departure
reached the encampment Tues-
day, jubilant honking  binred
through the cliy.

Peter Sloly, the palice chiel, re-
signed o day after Mr. Trudesn
ook the rare step of declaring o
national public order emergency
that extended more robust palic-
ing measures across the country.
His invecation of the Emergencies
Act aleo took aim at both protester
fund-raisimg, which has been
deemed a criminal activiry, and
the demonstrators’ personal and
business hank peoownts.

The new public arder threatens
0 upravel o group already at
paims o project credibility, 1ts un-
derpinnings — as a hodgepodge af
pecple suffused in counterfactual
helief systems, conspiracy theo-
ries and barely bridled rage at
anything seen as contrary to their
misgion — frequently erupt
through the official veneer.

At a neows conference in the
Eheraton Oiawn Hotel on Mon-
day, opensd 1o media other (han
sulely conservative-leaning news
outkers for ome of the first limes,
there was an air of grovitas in o
raien thal echoed with the con-
stant coughing of dozens of mask-
less supporiers,

“Some of you might oppose our
grievances” Tamara Lich, one of
the most wisible group leaders,
ail o the lelevision cameras,
“However, democratic socicty will
always have non-trivial disagres-
ments, and righteous dissidents.”

Bat when a television reporter,
Glen McGregor, asked about o
large cache of weapons found that
day at a protest in Albertn, others
in the conference room became
enraged, shoving the reporter and
calling for his ejection with yells of
“heow dare you!” as Mr. McGregor
and his television crew fled into
the stresf. Tom Marazzo, &
spokesman, Inter defended the ne-
[E S

What messaging discipline ex-
ists comes from the early public
face of the effort, M= Lich, said
Jay Hill, the interim leader of the
Maverick Party, o small right-of-
center group based out of Calgary,
Alberta, crested to promote the
separation of Canmdn's thres west-
ern Prairie Provinces from the
rest of the country. Ms. Lich has
deep ties 1o the group,

Even before the convoy assem-
bded, its messaging was Ms. Lich's
preaccupation, according to Mr
Hill, who =akd ghe called him sev-
eral times mven before armiving in

BLAE a8 L EEUTIERS

Ottown to strategize,

“We had a number of discus-
sions about Staying on Messape,
about the need in this modern-day
waorld of politics to have a very
clearly defined message that un-
derstandable and simple, &8 mes-
sape that people can grasp hold of
nnid run with,” ho snid. “Thmara
clearly understands that”

Ms. Lich played a leading rofe in
organizing & GoFundMe com-
paign for the protests that raised
£7.E million before the crowdhing-
Imgr site shut it down afier recsiv-
Ing “police reports of violence and
other  unlowful — activity” Go-
FundMe said.

Previously, Ms. Lich worked as
a personal trainer in Melicine
Hat, Alberta, n town onoe dubbed
"Hells Basement,” by Rudyard
Kipling for its location on top of
huge natral gas field.

Ma. Lich did not respond o a
call and text message requesting
an interviow,

B.J. Dichter, an official spokes-
man for the convoy, said he joined
the effort after M=, Lich sought
help managing the swell of dona-
tions fowing it & GoFundhe
page. Mr Dichter has a history of
spouting antl-lstamist views and
once said that “pofitical Islnm” is
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Protesters in Ottawa, above, largely haven't budged from the
ol |-||r.-:| in over bwo weeks, e m:ﬂ:ing frustration from lhwmakers.
Left, Tamara Lich, one of the most visible protest leaders,

“rotting away at our sockety like
syphilis” He has rejected claims
of racism.

“I'm Jewish,” he told the joar-
nakist Rupa Subramanya. =1 kave
family in mass graves in Europe.
And apparently I'm a white su-
PrEmACksL”

Within the occupiers” tghtly
managed  ground  operations,
there are military hallmarks, out-
lined and executed by the several
higher-ups  who have back-
grounds in the armed forces and
law enforcement, according to Me
Marazzo. He sabd he spent 25
years in the military, and with his
measured tones he is frequenthy
deployed as the spokesman for
the group.

"This was a grass-rols convoy
that just lefi their homes and
hepded Tor Ofthwa” said Mo
Marazzo, a former instructor at
Georglan College in Cntario who
added that he was lired because of
his anti-vaccine beliefs. “They've
deployed to the field withour re-
ally knowing who our command-
ing officers were, who were the
platoon  commander, and who
wrere the captains - That was a
team effort.”

Om the ground, the organizers
hawve established a sophisticated
infrastructure  that  includes
oversight of each oocupled street
by a so-calied rond coptaim, with
sacibns divided and oversesn by
block captains who operate balow
them. The captains check in on the
drivers ensconced in their cabs,
delivering things like hot breaks
fasts — doling out 50 much food
that some protesters snid they

have to tarn it away.

The protesters’ coordinated re-
sponses seel to outfox law en-
forcement. After the police threat-
ened bo arrest people refueling the
trucks last week, demonstrators
filled red and yellow jerrycons
with water to provide cowver to
those wha were in fact supplying
Eazaline,

Mow the prolesters appear to
operate In impunity: Every few
hours, phalanxes of voluntoers
tow garden troelleys bearing half-
dopen 2-liter gas cans to top up
the drivers.

*This is what vou can atribute
the longevity of this movemend o,
it's sheor dedication,” said Dagny
Pawlak, an spokeswoman for the
group, *

But while the organizers have
spearheaded much of the logistics
of sugtaining an occopatkon now in
itz third week, it I unclear how
much power they have over the
demonstrators — who share a
witle mnge of motivations and be-
liets — if and when it comes tme
to negotiate their departure.

“They will generally speak for
averybody, bl everybody has
their own thoughts” sakd Guy
Maister, a trucker from Mova Soo-
tha who was encamped outside the
Senate. That fracture became
clear when word recently got out
that organizers were negotisting
with Ottawa’s mayor o relocite
some trucks, infuriating some of
the comvoy,

“I have faith in them, but ['m my
own persom,” Mr Meister said,
“The only person that's going to
decide when | keave is me.”

Ex-President
Of Honduras
Is Detained

In Drug Case

Ry JOAN SUAZO
annd ANATOLY KURMANAEY

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras —
Honduran  awthoritics  detained
Former Honduran President Juan
Orlando Hernandez on Tuesday to
patentinlly face extradition and
drug charges in the United States,
capping a spectacular downiall
for one of Central America’s most
povwerful men.

Mr. Hemméndez, who led the
country for elght years and
stepped down less than o month
ago, was escorted by security offi-
cers from his home, wearing a bal-
letproof wvest and shackles that
botrsd him hand and foot.

"Mt's nol an easy moment, 1
don't wish it on anybody” M
Hemdindez sald in an awdio mes-
sage posted on his Twitter profile
at 5 g on Twesday.

“I'm ready to present myself
volantarily and defend mysell in
accordance with the law” he snid
in n separate message on Face-
book, shortly after.

Fireworks exphoded around the
Honduran capital of Tegucigalpa
almost  immedintely  after Mr
Hermdnder was led away from his
hompe, and abour & hundred pro-
testers gathored around his resi-
dence to celebrate his detention.
The former president iz deeply
unpapular, accused of allowing or-
ganized crime and cOrrupLion o
penetrate the highest echelons of
power, keeping Honduras one of
the poorest and most violent coun-
tries in Latin America.

An arrest quickly
follows an extradition
request from the US.

“Justice has been served for
Honduras,” said Ana Marin Tor-
res, A umiversity stadent who
came o revel in Mr. Herndndez's
arrest. “He left the country in ru-
Ims nnd now the gringos are going
to take him =0 that he pays the
price of being & narcn”

Police trucks nmi black sports
utility vehicles with tinted win-
dows surrounded his home in on
upmarket pated commumity on
Monday night, just minutes after
the country’s Foreign Ministry re-
vealed that it had recelved an ex-
tradition request from the Undted
States for a poelitician. On Tuesday
minrming, he opened his door to the
authorities, whao ook him away

The  extradition  reguest
presented to Honduras's Supreme
Court nnd seen by The New York
Times, claims Mr. Herndndes par-
teipated In & “wiolent drug-trat-
ficking conspirncy™ that since
20 heas transported S0 wons of
cocaine from Venezuela and Co-
lombia to the United States vin
Honduras. The document claims
that Mr. Hernfndez recelved mil-
ficms of dollars in bribes for facili-
tating the shipments nnd shield-
ng traffickers Irom prosecution.

Thee former president’s brother,
Juan Antonio Herndndez, is sarv-
Ing a life sentence in the United
States for cocnine trafficking. An-
ather convicted cocaine trafficker
who implicated the former presi-
dent, Geovanny Fuentes, recelved
the same sentence lnst week,

Mr. Herndndez |s expected to be
presented in court on Wednesday:
In the past, he has repeatedly de-
nied all drug-related sccusations,
clriming that unspecified volce re-
cordings made by the Drug En-
forcement  Adminisiration show
his innocence,

It % mokt clear if, or when, M
Herndndez may be extradited o
thi United States and whether he
will be accused of crimes at home.
Honduras™s Supreme Court iS5 ex-
pected to rule on whether to grant
thi extradition request.

A Supreme Court judge who
wis named on Teesday to hear
Mr. Hernéndes's case is affiliated
with the former president’s party
and has a history of absolving sus-
pects in cormuption cases, said Ga-
briela Castellnnos, the head of Na-
tional Anti-Corruption Council, an
Independent body created by con-
EInSS.

Honduras, which relies heavily
on American aid, has nover de-
mied @ LS, extradition regueest,
said Marlon Duarte, a Tegucigal-
pa-based lawyer who has partici-

pated in five extradition cases. |

But & case againsl a recent presi-
dent has no precedent, and Mr
Hemdindez retains support in the
juekicinl system, he sxid,
Homduras's new  president,
Kiomara Castro, has acoused Mr.
Herndnder of lurning the country
ity & “narco-dictatorship” She
was elected in Movember after
promising 10 overhaul the system
af corruption amd impunity that
flourished under Mr. Hernfindez,
contribating to a mass exodus of
% citizens (o the United States,

Joan Suazo reported from Teguc-
palpa, ard Angloly Kurmonoes
fram Oaxaes, Mexics, Oscar Lopes
contributed reporting from Mexico
City.
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By JACK NICAS
and ANTON TROTANOVSEI

RIO DE JANEIRO — In the
midst of his brinkmanship over
nejghboring Ukraine in recent
weoks, President  Viadimir W
Putin has also béen busy trying to
expand Russias influence thouw-
sands of miles away: in Latin
America

He spoke o Daniel Ortega,
Nicaragua's sirongman president,
for the first time since 2004, He
nlso called tha leaders of Venezue-
la and Cuba. He hosted the prest-
dent of Argentina, Alberto Fer-
nandez, who vowed during o
Kremlbin visit 1o reduce his coun-
try's reliance on the Unibed States.

And on Wednesday — the same
day that Americen officinls have
said could he the start of & Russian
Invasion — Mr. Putin |s scheduled
to meat with Presidont Joir Baol-
sonar of Brazil. Me Bolsonaro is
flying to Moscow despite repeated
entreaties from American officials
in recent wesks that he postpong
his trip ns the West scrambles to
pressure Me Putin over Liiraine.

The flurry of personal diplo-
macy directed at Latin America
by Mr. Putin during the most high-
stakes poriod of his tenure often
bullds on ties thar go back to the
Cold Wor ond sheds fight on the
Elobal nniure of his ambitions: to
exert influence even on faraway
reghons. He ls stepping up engage-
ment and building ties 1o an ex-
panding swath of the Western
Hemisphere — incheding to coun-
tries, like Brazil and Argentima,
that have traditionally been close
o Wishington.

The intensified outreach has
comé as Mr Putin has threatened
1o Lake undpecified "military-tech-
nical measures” if he does not get
the Eastern European security
guarantees he is demanding from
the United States and NATO
Kremlin officials have dmpped
hints that such measares could in-
wolwe military deployments in the
Western Hemisphere, prompling
analysis and the state-controlled
meedin to indulge in feverish spec-
ulation that the moves could in-
clude auwdacious steps, not ruled
ot by Russinn officials, like de-
ploving  nuclear missiles 1o
friendly countries in Latin Amer-
A

As usual, Mr. Putin's true inten-
tiong are lard o resd, HiE owl-
reach to Latin America could be a
feint, n way o complicate the
Wesl's response (o his threatened
Imvasion of Ukrnine. At the same
time, Latin American  leaders
have their own political agendas,
and may bewsing Mr. Putin to gain
leverage with the United States,
which, along with China, still
wizlds much greater influence in
the: region overnll.

But the recent Latin American
diplomacy is a reminder that to
Mr. Putin, a broader goal is para-
mpund in his foreign policy: to me-
turn Bussia to e status of o great

power capable of challenging the
United Seates.

Building ties to allies
of the U.S. like Brazil
and Argentina.

“Yiadimir Putin views Latin
America as still nn important area
for the United States” said Viadi-
mir Rouvinski, s professor at fesi
University in Cali, Colombia, who
siuclies Hussias relationship with
Latin Amerbca. “So this Is reck
pracity lor what is happening in
Ukraine”

Mr. Putins couriship of Latin
America has been years in the
making. He has been able to ke
advantage of ties dating to the So-
viet era, local resentments against
the: United States and the whims
of particular leaders, During the
pandermic, as rich nations hoarded
Covl-18 vaccines, the Kremlin
grabbed another opening: In at
lenst five Latin American coun-
tries — Argentinn, Venezuela,
HNicaragua, Bolivia and Paragusy
— Russin's Sputnik V vaccine was
the first to arrive

“You were there! Mr For-
maEnder tald Mr. Putin st the Erem-
lin kast month, “wlen the rest of
the world wasnL"

The Russian Foreign Ministry,
In & wrilten response fo questions,
aald Latin America “was and re-
maing for us & region of political
goad will, economic opportunity,
cultural closeness and a similar
mentality”

“Hussia never participated in
colonizing the region, in exploit-
ing the peoples that populate it, or
inany conflicts, wars ar other uses
of foree,” the ministry said.

Despite  Russin’s efforis, the
LS. and China have far larger eco-
nomic s to the region. [n 2018,
for example, South America ex-
ported $5 billion to Russin, com-
pared with $66 billon o the
United States and $E19 billion to
China, ntcording to data compiled
by Harvard University,

Jack Nicas reported from Rio de
Janeiro, and Anton Trolanovski
Jrom Moscow: Reporling wes con-
tributed by Michoel Crowdey,
Fliwia Milhorance, Daniel Politi,
Isayen Herrera and Yubeika Men-
dogz,
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Far From Ukraine, Putin Steps Up

Chinn's influence, in particular,
has grown thanks to its financing
af tens of billions of dollars i in-
frastructure projects across Latin
America, from an elevated metro
in Cobombia o a Space station in
Argentina. That economic lever-
age has put its diplomatic might in

that directhon, we will respond
swiftly and decisively,” the depart-
ments spokesman, MNed Price,
todd reparters.

Analysis in Latin America are
skeptical that Mr. Putin would de-
ploy weaponry o the region, in

part because doing so could wreck
much of the good will Russia has
worked o cresles scross  Latin
America.

Seill, Russin has been Instru-
mental in arming its closest allics
in Latin America. Russia has sold

ssia’s Wooing of

SPUTHIE, Via REVTERS

weapons and tanks tw Cuba and
Nicarngua, and aircraft and an-
timissibe systems 0 Venezuela, It
Alan held bitateral military exér-
clzes with Venezuela,

L5, officinls believe Russia is
aiding Venezuela's rilitary, in ad-

Latin America

President Alberto Fernandes,
left, thanked President Viadi-
mir V. Putin for providing Ar-
gentina with a Covid vaccine.

dition to wsing the country for in-
telligence operations and money
Inundering, according to a sendor
LS. official.

The U5 is also concerned
abput Russian efforts to interfere
im Colombin's election in May, pos-
ailaly boaid the leltist fron-runner,
who could be a more friendly ne-
gotinting parmer for Mr. Putin
than the current right-wing ad-
ministration. LS, officinls have
previously observed Russinn on-
Line influsnee operalions trying L
sow unrest in South America.

But in the noor term, analysts
said, Russia’s most importan ben-
efit from Latin America will likely
be diplomatic support.

Earlier this month, Argentina's
president, Mr, Fernfindez, vizited
Moscow and China on o tour
partly intended to seek new bene-
[actors. Argenting owes the Inter-
national Monetary Fund more
than $40 hillion and has been shut
ofl from international capital mar-
kets, Ahesd of his visit, M. Fer-
néndez granted an exclusive in-
terview o the Spanish-language
arm aof RT, the Kremlin-funded
television network, which now
reaches about 20 million viewrrs
in Latin America a wesk,

“I'm determined that Argenting
must stop being so dependent on
the Fund and the United States”
Mr. Fernédndez told Mr Putin
“That is where it seems to me Rus-
sin haz o very impartant place”

the region arguably on par with

the United States,

Russia’s specialty in the region |
has been palitical support for
countries that are becoming (so-
lated on the global stage. Mr. Putin
has been a diplomatie lifeline for
the authoritarian leaders of Vene- |
zuela, Cuba andd Nicaragua, And
for Mr Bolzonaro of Brazil, who
has sharply criticized China and
questioned  Prosident  Biden's
elecioral victory, Mr Putin ex-
tended an invitation when it ap-
peared many other countries
wonldn'e.

During Mr. Trump's presidency,
the United States and Brazil were |
s close as they had been in dec-
ades. But when President Biden
arrived in the White House, he did
not reach out to Mr. Bolsonarm, |
who had publicly questioned |
whether Mr. Biden won the 2020
election amvd wins making his own
efforts to undermine the upoom-
ing Brozilian vote.

Eventunlly, Mr. Bolsanaro be- |
ian asking U5, officials for an in-
vitation to Washington or at least |
a phone call from the new presi-
dent, accarding to two senior TLS,
officials who insisted on ano-
nymity becmuse they were not nu-
tharized to speak publicly. Mr. Bal-
sonarg warned that if he did not
henr from President Bidem, he
would seek a summit with another
world pawer, the alficials said.

Mr. Putin at the time was mak-
ing more infense avertures to Mr.
Bolsonaro. The two presidents
discussod a potential exponsion of |
trade and agresments on science l
and security, the ULS. afficials said. |

Then, in December, with no |
phane call from Mr Biden and in- |
creasing tenstons in Eastern Eu-
rope, Mr. Bolsonnro aocepted Mr, |

Putin's invitation to Moscow, The
‘White House was not happy. Sen-
or LS, officials twice contacted
Mr. Bolzonaro's administration to |
oonvey Lheir coneern that il was s |
bad time to ravel to Moscow giv- |
en the ongoing negotiations. ower
Ukraine.

When asked recently about the
lnck of contact between Mr. Biden
and Mr. Bolsanarg, Jen Psaki, the
White House press secretary,
pointed to conversations botween
Secretary of State Antony Blinken
and his Brarilian counterpart in
which he stressed “the need for a |
strong united mesponse against
further ~ Russian  aggression |
agninst Ukraine.”

Mr. Balsonaro told the Bragitian
press that the Hussian summit |
was important for his adminksira- |
tion and that he would not bring |
up Ukraine. In a statement, his |

|
|

government said that given Brozil
and Russizs relationship, contin-
uwed dindogue *ia more than just ex-
pected — it's necessary.”

Still, Mr. Bolsonaro has faced in-
tense criticism over the trip, in-
cluding from some allies.

"1 think its wrong i many
ways,” said Ernesto Aradjo, Mr |
Balsonaro's foretgn minister wntil
Inst year, “In other circumstances, I
it's OK. But with the looming eri- |
is, it's not.”

The most inffammatory step |
Mr. Putin could take would be pro- |
viding military support or deploy-
ing wenpons in the region. When ‘
asked in mid-January about the
possibility that Russia could put
military infrastructure in Vene- i
zuela or Cuba, & Russlan deputy |
foreign minister sabd he woald not
rube nnything out, Within duys, |
Mr Putin held calls with the lead-
ers of Venezuela, Cuba and
Micaragua — conversations, the
Eremlin said, that allirmed the
countries” “strategic partnersihip”
with Russia.

The State Department dis- |
missed the talk of potential Rus-
sian deployments as “hluster”

“1f we do see any movement in |

*
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Tensions in Europe

U.S. Arms Could Help Ukraine Blunt, but Not Stop, a Russian Invasion

By ERIC SCHMITT
amd JOHMN ISMAY

WASHINGTON — President
Biden has ruled ot sending L5,
troops o fight in Ukmine, bot
American-made weapons are al-
ready there in force and more will
be on the way, How effective they
would be n turning back a Rus-
sian invasion ks another guestion,

Since 14, the United States
hits commitied more thanr $2.7 hil-
lion in security assistance o
Ulraine, according to the Penta-
g, including & 5200 million pack-
age In December comprising
cquipment like Javelin and other
antl-armor  systems,  grenade
launchers, large quantities of ar-
tillery, mortars and small-srms
nmmunition.

But military experts say that
with 150,000 troops on three sides
of Ukraine, the Russianm Army
could quickly overwhelm the
Ukrainian military, even one that
% backed by the United States and
its European allies. Ukrninian
forees stretched thin by defending
multiple borders would have to
prioritize which units received pd-
vanced weaponry anmd extra am-
mumition

Ukrainian troops — trained in
recent years by U5, Army Green
Berets and other NATO special
forces, and better equipped than
im Russia's lnst invasion in 2014
would Hlkely bloody advancing
Russion troops, But a long-term
Ukrainian strategy, American of-
ficials =nid, would be to mount a
guerrilla insurgency supported
by the West that could bog down
the Russian military for vears.

“We have supplied the Ukrain-
ian military with =qipment o
help them defend themsebves”
Mr. Biden said on Tuesday, “We
provided training and advice and
intelllgence for te same pur-
pose”

Sending wenpons to Ukraine is
important, said James G
Stavridis, a retired four-star Navy
admiral who was the supreme al-
lied commander ar NATO, bt
evenmore pivotal may be bess vis-
ible countermeasures: American
Intelligence to help pinpoing Ras-
sinn forces anmd new tools to de-
fendl against crippling cyberns-
smults and to counteratinck Rus
sian mililary communications

The effectiveness of the Ameri-
can military aid will largely hings
on what President Viadimir
Putin of Russia crders his forces
to do, military analysts said

Il Russia lnunches mostly air
nnid missiles strikes, the equip-
ment does oot help that much,
said Hob Lee, a former US. Ma-
rine officer and Russian military
specialist at the Foreign Policy
Research Institute in Phiadal-

Catie Edmondson contributed re-
porling.

VALENTTH (I RENEL RELTERS

Ukrairian soldiers unpacking Javelin missilas from the US,, which has been documenting the transfer of weapons on social media.

phin. Ab&ent in the inlux of Aner-
lican military abd are advanced air
dofenses, like Patriot antiaircraft
missile sy=iems.

1T Russian forces invade ot do
nol imend o accupy the country,
the weaponry also might not be
thar significant, Mr. Lee said. But
if Russinn forces seek to cooupy
the: country or go info major urban
areas, the weapans — and any fu-
ture supplies from the United
States — could help sustain an in-

SUEETCY
To underscore the potentinl
consequences  for Russia, the

clairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, Gon. Mark A. Milley, defiv-
ered o stark message to his Rus-
Sian counterpart when they spoke
in late December: Yes, General
Milley smid, tho Ukrninian mili-
tary stamds litthe chance of repel-
ling the larger, beter armed Rus-
slnn force,

Bt a swilft victory would be fod-
lowed, General Milley told Gen.
Valery Gerasimav, by a bloody in-
surgency, simikar to the one that
led the Sowiet Union to leave Af-
ghankstan in 1980, according to of-
ficials familiar with the discus-
siom,

General Milley did not detail to
General Germasimov the planning
underway in Washington to sup-
port an insurgency, a so-called
“porcupine strategy™ to make in-
vailing Ukraine hard for the Rus-

giang to swallow. That inchudes (e
advance positioning of arms for
Ukmainian insurgents, incheding
Stimger antizircral missiles, that
could b used spaimst Russian
larves,

The United States began wsing
social media to highlight the
transfers of weapons (o the gov-
ernment in Kyiv shorly afver it
first bocama clear that Mr, Putin
WhS BMASSINE & patential iInvaston
force along his couniry's border
with Ukraine. The messaging
from the United States has mot

The effectiveness of
American aid hinges
on the type of attack.

been subtle, with the government
releaging pholographs of plane-
lomds of weapons and equipment,

Additional aid could be on the
way. On Capitol Hill, senators in
both parties have coalesced be-
hind legislation that would sutho-
rize Mr. Biden to use the Lend-
Lease Act of 1941, last used in
World War 1L, w lend military
equipment Lo Ukraine,

The bill, led by Senators John
Carnyn, Republican of Texas, and

Jeanpne Shalwen, Democral of
New Hampshire, is part of o pack-
age of bipartisan sanctions targot-
ing Moscow thal lawmakers are
negotiating, though a spokesman
for Mr. Cornyn sakd that senators
were also exploring other ave-
nues for passing the hill given s
beoad suppoet in the Senate,

"The circumstances acay arme
not those of March 19417 Mre
Cormyn sakl. “There is no mistake
about that" But he ndded that the
historical parallels were “chilling™
and that “the kessons of the past
must inform the present.”

Since becoming an independent
country, Ukraine has largely stuck
with the family of weapons de-
signed by the Soviet Unian. That
can be seen in the Ukraindan
Army's uze ol Kafashnikov-type
asgault rifles ingtead of the MiGs
and M4 corbines used by the
United States and many other
Western militaries.

That began to change after Rus-
sia's pnnexation of Crimen in 2014,
with the Undted States providing
hundreds of antitank missiles and
other weapons to Ukraine. "The
number af Javeling given o
Ukraine numbered in the mamy
humndred before these recent ship-
menls were msde” said Alexan-
der Vindman, a retired Army lieu-
tenant colonel who oversaw Euro-
pean affairs on the National Seca-
rity Council fram 2008 1w 2020,

“And now that number has in-
creased by hundreds and up to
several thousand when incheding
advanced anti-armar  capahility
provided by NATO allies” he add-
ed.

“Alone, they wont drive Rus-
sla's decisions for military offen-
sive, but will affect the caloulas
around the oosts and benslits of
military action,” Colonel Vindman
sald. “lavelins woukd be highly ef-
fective in ambushes and Russia
woulkl have o account for them in
certain ways, Including forcing
Russin to employ air power
agalnst soldiers using them.”

Although the Pentngon has not
specifically said it was sending
NATO-standard firearms like ma-
chine guns to Ukraine, It has
shared photos ol ammunition it
has shipped to Kylv. On Feb. 3, the
Pentagon tweeted photos of an
armis shipmert to Ukraine that in-
Clugksd dozens of crales, each con-
taining B0 rounds of belted 7.62-
mm ammunition chambered for
MATD machine guns like the Bel-
plan-desipned M240 commonly

carried by Western  infantry
troops and mounted invehicle tur-
rets.

Another important weapon is
the Javelin, a relatively light-
weight guided missile developed
specifically to destroy Soviet ar-
mored personnel  corriers and
tank= Buf unlike previous gener-

ationg of American portable anti-
tank weapons like the TOW mis-
siles supplied to Syrian rebels,
which require the operator to stay
in place after firing and optically
gubde the missile to its target, the
Javvelin bocks onto its targets so
that soklicrs using it con move ns
so0m a8 the missile bs fired — Hm-
iting their exposure to any retuermn
fire,

The Javelin has rwo other fea-
tures that make it attractive to
militaries: n single missie con-
talns two explosive warhepds —
omie behind the othar — that con
defeat modern types of advanced
armar typically found on the front
and sides of Russian anks 1 can
alzo be set to fly wpward and then
descemd nearly straight down on
the top of m vehicle, whore its ar-
mor is thinnest. Soldiers require
frtle formal training to wse the
Javelin Immcher effectively,

Other American-made weap-
ong are flowing in from NATO ak
lie=. In a serles of Twitter mes-
sages lmst weekend, the State De-
partment posted photos of Ameri-
can-made  Stinger  antinircradt
migiles coming from Lithuania to
Eyiv. In the 1980s, the C.LA. co-
vertly  supplied  less-advanced
versions of these Stingers to mu-
jahedesn fighters in Alghanistan
that were nsed to shoot down low-
flying Russian helcopters and axir-
planes.

T e sure the message wiss not
lost on its mtended audience, the
State Department tweeled the
Sunger pholos with actompa-
nying messages in Bussinn as well
a5 in Ukrainian and English.

Ukraine is tapping other
sources for advanced weaponry.
President Recop Tayyip Erdogan
of Turkey agresd this month to
supply one of the Uloninion
Army's most sophisticated weap-
oms— o kong-range, Turkish-made
armed drone whose use in combal
for the first time in Ukraine iast
Fall infuriated Russinn olficials,

When povernments covertly
suppdy arms Eo another coumtry or
o a fighting group, they moy
grind serinl numbers off firearms
or paint over the markings on mu-
nitions crates that identify the
weapons and their country of ori-
Ein.

That, howenver, kas not been the
Defense Department's rocent np-
proach to Ukraine,

In many of the military"s twesls,
the accomparying photes showed
coded markings painted on crales
or shipping tubes that were clear
enpugh to discern not only their
contents but even the month and
vear they were made and the fac-
tory they came from, such &8 one
showing a stack of Javelin missile
tubes made in October 2003 at
Lockheed Martin's nearly 4.000-
acre manufacturing  facility i
Troy, Ala.

Two Rivals Playing an Ever-Riskier Game of Signaling to Achieve Their Ends

As their standoff over Ukraine
contimees, Moscow and Washing-
tony e playing an increasingly
high-stakes, increasingly com-
plex game of signaling to try to

secure their aimg
MAY  without firing n

shot.
FISHER  ™"Tractiionas
— diplomacy is just
THE one component of

INTERPRETER i sinee. Troug
movements, sanctions warnings
amd legizlation, embassy clo-
sures, lender summits, and intel-
lipence keaks are all almed, in
part, ot proving cach country's
willingness 1o carmy oul cériain
threats oF aecept certain risks

It Is & form of high-stakes
negotintion, conducted in nctions
a8 much as words, meant to
seltle the future of Europe just as
conclusively as il decided lyy war,
by telegraphing how a conflict
woudd play out rather than wag-
img it chirectly,

Russin, by shifting thousands
of troops from its far enst to
Ukraine's border, hopes o oon-
vince Washington and Kylv that
it is willing to endure a major
wir o secure jts demands by
force, so those countries are
better offl meeting Russion de-
mands peacefully.

The Biden administration, by
stating that n Russinn invasion
may be imminent, even closing
its embassy in Kyiv, and vowing
econamic retaliation, signaks that
Moscow cannot expect desperate
American concessions, making
further escalation less worth-
while.

There have been o flurry of
such gestures, Russin held Black
Sea naval exercises, implying it
could close off trade waters.
President Biden issued joint
statements with Earcpean lend-
orE, conveying that they are nod
balking at American sanctions
threats that would karm Europe,
(18

But the more both sides try o
make their threats credible, for
example by relocating troops, the
mre they heighten the risk of a
miscabeulation that could careen
ourt of control.

Each side also cultivates nmbi-
guity about what it will or will
nob accept, and will or will not
do, in hopes of forcing its adver-
sary o prepare for all evento-
alities, spreading IS energies
thin.

The White Houso has sabd that
President Viadimir V. Putin of
Russia could decide this week
whether lo invade, deflating
Mascow"s caralil murkiness,
while also demonstrating, espe-
cinlly to cautions Europeans. that
any imvasion woubld be driven by
Russia, rather than in response
to some cutside provocation.

Um Tuesday, Moscow moved to
recreate confusion, withdrawing
a handful of forces even as it
continued nearby war games and
ns Mr, Putin accused Ukmine of
genoclide spainst its native Rus-
sophone minority, By feinting
simultanesusly towand de-escala-
tiom and invasion on Tuesday,
Moscow builds pressure on the
West to prepare for both,

*This dynamic is very vola-
tile,” sabd Keren Yarhi-Milo, a
Columbia University political
scientizt who studies how coun-
tries gignal and mansuver amid
crises,

A range of factors particular to
this crisis, she added — differing
palitical caltures, muktiple audi-
Ences, rising uncertxinty —
“makes tle signaling in this cose
very, very difficubt.”

The result is o diplomatic
cacophony nearly as difficult o
navigate as war itself, with
stakes just as high.

Persuasion Games

With thekr positioning, Moscow
and Washington are struggling
1o resolve fwo outstnnding ques-
tione sbout a possible conflict,
ench to their benefit,

Would a Russian invasion
bring Moscow more reward than
dowmnside?

Amndl, would the West have less
talerance than Russia for the
pain of Mr. Biden's proposed
sanctions, and abandon them?

IT Moscow can convince Wash-
ingtomn that the answer to both i
“yes,” then Mr. Biden and his

" GENY (TN FOR THE MW NORE TIRES

LLS. soldiers deploying to Eastern Europe from Fort Brayge, N.C.
Troop movements are paet of a form of high-stakes negotiation.

allies would, in theory, be Torced
to comclude that they nre better
ofl delivering whatever conces-
sians will keep Russia from
launching & war.

But if Washington can per-
sumde Moscow that both answers
are “no,” then Mr. Putin will have
every incentive to cut his losses
nnid step back from the brink,

Mr. Putin has been amblguoss
nhout what he would consider a
successtul Invasion of Ukraine,
And moves like his rocent visit to
Ching or hiz ambassadors’ blus-
ter, shrugging off sanctions,
signal that be is rendy and able
o bear the foreseeable costs.

Of course, il war were really so
advaniagenus, it coubl have
slready begun, one of many hinis
that Mr. Putin may be partly
bluffing, although by how much
is impossible to say.

Mr. Biden, for his part, has
sent weapons to Ukraime, n mes-
siape that he would make any
comiflict more painful for Russia,
nmad hins laidh ot retalintory sanc-
tions in detail. He has imglied
Western unity over sanctions
that meay be just as much a biufT
as Mr. Pumi's war talk.

His administrition has alsn
publicized what it says are Rus-
sian plans to fake & justification

for war, implying thal any such
phoy would be quickly unmasked,
making il [#58 aftractive,

But threats and bluffs work
hest when they are hacked up by
action, increasing the risk of a
war that neither side may truly
wanl.

And these efforts are compli-
cated by each side’'s need to
persuade multiple audlences of
contradictory things.

Mr. Biden must perseade M
Putin that Western sanclions
would be automatic and severs,
while also convincing Europeans,
who wouwld bear much of the cost,
that sanctions would not hit them
fowa hivrd ar be corried out with-
out their congent.

Similarly, Mr. Putin is secking
1o position himsell o Westerm
leaders as ready for war, while
convincing war-averss Russian
citizens that he is being dragged
imto one, for example with false
clnims of American and Ukrain-
ian aggression,

But Western leaders aften
=sruggle to differentinte which
statements Mr, Putin intends
them o take seriously and which
he expects them to ignore ns
Bliester Tor domiestic consump-
tion, Christopher Bort, a former
LS, imtelligence official, warned

in an essay for the Carnegie
Endowmenl for Enlernational
Peace.

The Kremlin's “torrent of
falschomds™ over Ukraine, Mr,
Bort added, risks persuading
Western leaders that Moscow's
diplomatic entreos can be ig-
mired s cover for an invasian il
has already decided to launch —
pedentially foreckosing an of-
frirf [rom W

Lost in Translation

“Your system is much more open
thim oars,” said Alexander
Gabuev, a senjor fellow ot the
Carnegir Moscow Center. “That
produces a lot af misunderstand-
ing.”
Because Kremlin decision-
making is dominated by o hand-
Il af indelligence amd military
officinks, Mr. Goabuey said, thers
i a Endency o assume that
Washingron operates the same
WAy,

Offhand comments by Ameri-
can military officers are given
special welght in Moscow, while
lmwmakers who drive much of
Wishington's pofitics are ig-
mored.

Such cultural misunderstand-
ings, Mr, Gabuev ndded, have
become considerably worse in
recent years, as Washington and
Moscow have expelied ane an-
other's diplomars and ended
many unofficial exchanges, ham-
pering their visibility into one
anather's politics.

‘This ks not always dangerous.
Many in Mozscow, assuming that
Mr. Biden operates like Mr,
Putin, believe that Washinglon
has glnned up the appearance of
conflict with the intention of
declaring a [alse American vic-
tory when the more reasonalie
Mr. Putin rolls back the deploy-
ments he has insisted are defen-
slve, Mr. Gabuev said,

That misunderstanding signifi-
cantly sxses Mr. Pulins option to
withdraw. And many in Russia
wiew the West as the aggressor,
and 50 woukd take an averted
conflict a5 Mr. Putin triumphing,
not surrendering.

Stilll, the less Washington and

Moscow understand ono another,
the harder it will be Tor them to
decipher each other's signals nnd
anthelpate each other's reactions.

*The Russian president’s circle
of trust has consolidated aver
rime, insulating him feom infor-
mation that does not fit with his
prior beliels” the scholirs Adam
E. Casoy nnd Seva Gunitsky
wrode in Foreign Affairs.

As Mr. Putin's inner cirche has
shrunk. they wrote, it has grown
dominated by yes-men wha tefl
him what they think he wants to
hear and by Securily service
leaders who tend to be hawkish
wnd distrusiiul e the Wesr,

He would hardly be alone m
this: Rezearch finds that strong-
men leaders like him are, for just
this reéason, lkeller to stan wars
and likelier to lose thom.

So what Washington takes as
Russian brinksmanship or Bluff-
Img, for exnmple shrugging off
sanclions threats or implying
that some Likrainians would
welcome Russian liberators, may
reflect sincere belief duo to politi-
cal dysfunction.

*Infarmation Mows o Putin are
choppy at best, and sanctions are
i highly technical topic that
aren't even well understood b
Washington,” said Eddie Fish-
man, & top sanctons policy offi-
cinl in the Obama admindstration,

So for, bath sides have avolded
any obvious misreadings of each
other. This may stem in part
from the length of the crisis,
which has allowed each capital to
repeatedly telegraph s inten-
tions and capabilities.

But that smme factor — timo
alzn crentes more opporiunities
for a mistake as each side esca-
e,

"Every day that we're nol
resolving it, we are increasing
the percentage chance that
something will go wrong,” said
Dir. Yarhi-Milo, the international
redations schalar,

“W're testing the nerves of a
lot of peopée ait the same time,”
she added. *Ivcan take a really
bad turn very quickly”
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Tensions in Europe

For U.S. Spy Agencies,
Decoding Putin’s Moves

Is a Special Challenge

This article is by David E. Sanper,
Julian E. Barres and Eric Schmi.
WASHINGTON — Ar the
hedght of the Russian effort in 2016
to manipulate the US. presiden-
tial slection, the C1LA. had 3 ecred
weapon: & mole with some access
to the inner circle of Russia's pres-
ident, Viadimir ¥, Putin, who was
able to mform Washington shout
how the master tactician was
thinking about his next move.

That agent was extracted from
Bussin in 2017, leaving the United
States lnrgely blind, for a while, 1o
Mr. Putin's thinking. Mow, after
five years of slowly rebuilding ne-
cess to the highest ranks of the
Kremlin, Americas intelligence
agencies fooe o crucinl test; doci-
phering whether Mr Putin will
use the more than 150,000 roops
he has amassed near the Ukrain-
ian horder to invade, or merely to
give him leverage as he dangles
the prospect of a diplomatic settle-
ment.

In interviews with alficials from
the United States and its closest
allies, it is clear the United Stoles
amd Britain onee again have win-
dows Into Mr. Putin's thinking.
Some intelligence conclusions are
reached through electronic inter-
cepts, others bolstered by his peri-
odie conversations with President
Biden, which officials say have
proven hefpiul in understanding
Mr. Purin's warldview — and his
transactions] nature.

Mr. Putin's calewlus, according
toa LS, officlal, is likely shifting
ns e weighs the changing costs of
an invasion and he assesses what
he coubd get from megotiations.
Several officials note that Mr
Putin has a history of waiting until
the last passilile moment (o make
n decision, constantly re-evahant-
ing his options.

Mot surprizingly, American offi-
cials will not say how they know
what Mr, Putin is thinking, anx-
ious lo preserve their current
SOUFCES.

Knowing the intention of any
leader is difficult, bur Mr. Putin,
who began his career as a K.G.B.
pificer, is a partioular challenge.

PO, PO BY SERCEY [INEEN EPa,
V1A SHUTTERSTOCE.

“Putins not a good shares,” an
ex-LL5, intellipence official
said of the Russian president

Because he avoids electronic de-
wices, oftentimes bans nobe-tak-
ers, and tells his aides liitie, there
I= & limit to how much an mtelli-
Eence agency con learn about his
intentions and thinking.

“We do not understand funda-
mentally, none of us do, whal is in-
side President Putin's head, and
50 We COnmot make ANy Euess
about where all of this is hended,”
Julianne Smith, the ULE. ambassa-
dor to MATO, told reporters on
Tuesday,

One sendor official who has met
with Russinn counterparis in an
effort 1o defuse the current crisis
said recently that the U.S. delega-
tion came away with the sense
that Mr Pulin's representatives
were taking a hard line because
they did not know what their boss
winted to do,

American officials are poring
over intelligence — hoth amalytic
reports and raw material — trying
to answer A critical question: how
Mr. Putin assesses his likelihood
of success,

Both American and British offi-
cials say that n key element of
their analyses is a shared conclu-
skon that something has changed
in Mr. Putin's assessment of Hus-
sia's relative siatug in the world.
After spending heavily on his mili-
tary, he now believes Russia is in
the strompest position Lo coeron
Ukraine — and the rest of Europe

since the fall of the Soviet Un-
inn. His Mnancial reserves have
greatly lmproved Moscow's abil-
Ity to withstand sanctions,

More recently, e has benedited
trom high gas and odl prices — and
discovered thot the more he
threatens war, the higher those
prices go.

And as Germany and other na-
thons have looked ar the wildly
high cost of replacing Russian en-
ety sources should they be cut
off, it has made some Eurapean
leaders more eager to negotiate a
solution that would avoid needing

Adom Goldman contributed re-
porting.

to impose sanctions. It is exbor-
tipn, one Ewuropean negotistor
=ail, while noting Ut Mre. Putin
thinks like an extortionist.

Mr Putin also has the benefit of
time. He does not face voters for
another tw and a half years, po-
tentially allowing him to recover
from any domestic criticism thot
coukd arise from a punishing con-
Mict — or the sanctions that might
folkovw.

While there {3 broad agresment
of that analysis in intelligence clr-
cles, former inlelligence officials
warn that those trying to predict
the moves of o leader like Mr
Putin need bo proceed with humil-
ity abowt how much they do not
know,

“Anmalysts  understand  how
Putin thinks, his grievances and
hiz anger al the West and the
United States.” sasd John Sipher, &
former C.LA. officer who served
in Moscorw, “Mow, does that mean
we know what he's going to do and
when he's going to do it? Mo, be-
cause to do that you have (o get in
his head*

The United States has clearly
developed intelligence on the Rus-
sinn military's war planning, pre-
dicting the buildup of troops
woeks before it happened, expos-
ing what officials snid were Rus-
sian sabolage plats and opera-
tione meant to create a pretext for
irension,

But the United States has long
found itself cought by surprise by
Mr. Putin, from his decision to an-
nex Crimea to his deployment of
foroes to Syrin

Interestingly, one source of in-
sight to Mr, Putin has been con-
versations with the Russian presi-
dent himself.

Bo, like a hosiage negoliator,
they are determined o keep lim
talking. Not long after William 1,
Burns, the C.LA. director, visited
Moscow in Movember to warn
ngninst an invasion of Ukraine,
Mr. Biden's aides came up with &
plan of constant engagement, set-
ting up o series of negotiations
in Brussels and Geneva, at many
different levels — on the theory
that while Russin wis tnlking with
the West, airing ita grievances
and making its demands, It was
undikely 1o invade,

Paul Kolte, who oversaw ool
lection of Russian inteflipence for
the C.1LA. for many years, noted
recently that “you keep them talk-
ing to try o figure out what they
really want, to find pnother way
out.” But Mr. Kolbe, now the direc-
tor af Harvanfs ineligence
project, pdded, “it made sense —
unless what the gunman really
wants is 1o shoot the hostages.”

Mr. Putin wields information as
a weapon, keeping his own coun-
26| and withhalding details of his
Manning from close pides,

When Mr Burns visited Mos-
cow towarn against an invasion of
Ukrnine, he olfered deails of what
the United States had learned
about the military planning. The
disclosures appeared 1o calch
2ome Russinn officials off guard,
as il thay were kess privy to Mr,
Putin's planning, according (o &n
American afficial briefed on the
mecting.

“1 like to say, Putin's not & good
sharer, he didn't pass that kinder-
garten class” said Beth Sanper, n
former top intelligence official
who regularly briefed President
Donald J. Trump, “He was & spy.
5o he's tralned not to be a sharer,
he's trained to elicit and manipu-
late”

Bat former intelligence officials
=nid that the Russia bench within
the C.LA. remained sirong, with
numerous analysts and case offi-
cers who have devoled their ca-
reers to studying Me Patn, The
long reign of an autocrat, said for-
mer officials, has certain advan-
tmges,

There are limits to what a gov-
ermment should ask its incell-
gence to do, said Marc E. Poly-
meropoles, & former  Senior
C.LA. officer whi oversaw opera-
tions in Europe and Russia, [nted-
ligence agencies can  provide
warning, which is what they have
dane in recent months. Anything
more can be fraught

“Intelligence is not necessarily
peedictive of time and date, The
Intedligence commumnity has done
a preny damn good job of provid-
ing policymakers with excellent
situational nwareness for them to
develop policies il Russin goes one
way or the ather way™ he said
“That's what intelligence does.
Asking more of that is going 1o be
very difficule.”

Even situational awareness
may be harder to come by at a mo-
ment when the Russians claim to
e de-escalating while military ex-
ercises are still underway, The ba-
sic jobes of tracking Russinn moves
in Ukraine have been disrupied.
Om Tuesday, the C.LA. closed, at
least tempororily, its stotion i
Ukraines capital, Kyiv, aday after
5. diplomatie personnel relo-
cated to the western Ukrainian
city af Lviv.

TrikH HICESTHE REW PORE TivES

A Ukrainian Army front-line position near Syze in castern Ukraine, Many of Russiak forces bordering Ukraine remained in place,

Putin Offering Troop Pullback and Diplomacy

From Page Al
have not yet verified that ™

The Biden administration has
threatenad severs econimic Sane-
tions in the event of an invision,
while alfering negotiations on
some of Russin's security con-
COTTIS,

The carrot-and-stick approach,
nnd the mixed signals from Mos-
cow, fllustrated the gamesman-
ship and the high-stakes rheto-
rical Iactics that have marked the
crisis over Russis’s troop buildup.
The United States has been de-
classifying intelligence on Rus-
sia's plans and sounding urgent
warnings about a loming attack,
In what Americon officials de-
serile A5 & gtrategy meant o de-
ter Mr. Putin from going through
with an imssion,

Mr. Putin, by contrazt, has kept
hiz intentions a mystery, mixing
thrests and military moves with
optimistic appraizals about the
potentind for diplomacy — state-
ments that have grown kader in
recent days. Forelgn Minkster
Sergey V, Lavrovw spoke with Soc
retary ol State Antany L Blinken
on Tuesday and said the West had
“responded positively™ to Bussia’s
imitiatives.

At the same tims, the Russlan
lender and other senior officinls
on Tuesiday made it chear that they
saw the military threat ns a tool
Tow forcimg the West to recognize a
Russian sphere of Inflsence In
Eastern Europe — and that they
were prepared to continue to keep
the pressure om a8 negolistiong
continuwed.

RMe Lavrov said he was opén o
American proposals such & nego-
liations over the placement of
missiles in Europe; the outcome,
he =zaid, could be a “very decent,
comprehensive package result”

Asked on Tuesday how Russia
would act next, Mn Putin re-
sponded with a slight smile: “Ae-
cording to the plan®

He said Russia woubd seek 1o
achieve its key aims — centered
on halting MATO expansion and
forcing the alliance to draw down
Itz military presence in Eastern

Anton Trodanovshl reported from
Moscow, and Michael D, Shear
Jrom Waeshingten. Reporting woas
contributed by Valerie Hopkins
ond Andrew E, Kramer fram Ky,
Ubraine;  Michoel  Schwirtz
Schwiriz from Kherson, Ukraine;
Steven Erfanger from  Brusses;
and Katrin Bennhold from Berlin
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Among cyberattacks that hit Ukraine was one that caused prob-
lems for customers secking to withdraw cash from a state bank.

Euwrope — pepcefully, but that the
autcome of the process “does not
only depend on us”

American officials have dis-
mizsed those demands as non-
starters, and speaking from the
East Room of the White House,
Mr Biden promised not 1o “sacri-
fce basic principles” that accord
couniries a right to choosse their
own alliances,

The president also reached outl
to the Hussian people, after warn-
ing that a war would cause grent
human  sulfering. “The United
States and MATO are not a threat
to Russia” he sald, adding, *You
AN N0k OUF Snemy.”

Dezpite the optimism on Tues-
day, tho diplomatic path nhond
wis far from clear Russia's For-
eign Ministry said it would soon
send, niwd make public, o [(-page
rESpOnSe [0 Security proposals
that the United States and NATO
submitted last month, Ttaly's for-
eign minister was scheduled o
vigit Moscow on Wednesday.

Butbeyond that, after a flurry af
high-level Western phone calls
and meetings with Mr. Putin and
Mr. Lavrow, the diplomatic calen-
dar appenred emply. Russia has
said it will skip the Munich Securi-
ty Conference  this  weskend,
which had besn & margques annial
event for Western officials to sit
down with their Russian counter-
parts.

“We don't know what happens
next and how things will contin-
ue,” Mr. Scholz said after mesting
for three hours with Mr Putin
“But we can definitely say, there
are enough starting points for
things to develbop well”

Russia is demanding a guaran-

tee that Ukraine will never join
MATO, which leaders of the alli-
ance describe &8 no more than a
far-off prospect that s not cur-
rently under consideration,
Ukrainian officials suggested this
week that their country’s constitu-
tionally enshrined aspiration to
Join MAT O could be wp for negotia-
tion in order to avert war

Mr. Scholz, who took over as
chancellor in December, hinted
that finding agreement among
Rusgip, Ukraine amd MATO on
that issue could be a way out of the
£Tisis.

“Ewveryone must step back a bt
here and make it clear o them-
seives that we just can’t have a
possible military conflict owver a
question that is md on the
agenda” Me Scholz told German
reporters in Moscow after leaving
the Kremlin, *It's now our task to
find a path that is OK for everyons
in terms of their own positions and
views"

The White House warned last
week that a Russian inviasion of
Ukraine could happen “any time"
Including  before  the Winter
Olympics end om Feb, 20

On Tuesday, Russia appeared to
relish an opportunity to prove the
LS. wrong. A Defense Minisiry
spokesman delivesed a statement
saying that Some WoOpPs near
Ukmaine had “completed  their
tasks" and were heading back o
their  bases; state  television
showed foage of tanks being
loaded onto rail cars.

Soon after, Mr Lavrov pre-
dicted thar the West would soon
bee: taking credit for steving off an
invasion that Russia in fact never
planned, and Mr. Pulin's spokes-
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man said the president had
started jokingly asking "whether
the exact time the war will start
has been published somewhere.”

Western officials anid it was oo
soon to tell whether the an-
nounced pullback would meduce
the menace on Ukraine's borders,
but in Brussels, Jans Stoftenberg,
the secretary-general of NATO,
said signats from Moscow gave
grounds for “caotious optimism.”

But it was also clear that M
Putin could maintain pressure on
the West and on Ukrnine withot
firing a shot — inchading by new
military mowes or other means
like cyberattacks. Om Tuesday
night, Ukrnine's defense ministry
and army, as well as the interfaces
of the country s two largest banks,
were hit by cyboratiacks that
caused some websites (o go down
and  caused  problems  for
customers secking o withdrmw
cagh.

And in Moscow, the Kremlin-
cantrolled lwer house of Parfia-
ment, the State Duma, gave M
Putin ancther bargaining chip by
voling to sk him to recognize the
Russian-backed separatist terri-
torles in Ulkratee's east &8 inde-
pendent stotes. Such a move
would open the door for Russia to
officially move its troops into the
region, and could spark new fight-
mp becouse those unrecognized
states clalm more territory As
rightfully theirs than they control

In his news conference with M
Scholz, Mr Putin repeated un-
Fonirled] clabms that Ukraine was
CAFTYing out a “genocide” agminst
Russian speakers in the region,
known ns tho Donbas, but indi-
caled that he would aol imneds-
ately recognize the territories’ in-
dependence,

Instead, Mr. Putin said e would
keep pushing for implementation
of the Minsk peace accords nego-
riated by Russia, Ukraine, Ger-
many and France in 2005, In their
Russian imterpretation, the pc-
cords would n effect rule out
NATO membership for Ukraine
by allowing Russian-backed prox-
ies in eastern Ulkraine to vetn for-
elgn-policy declsions.

In Ukraime, worries about n pos-
sible Busaian invasion remained.

“When we see the withdrowal,
we will believe n de-escalation™
the foreign minister, Dmyiro
Kuleha, told reporters,

Western officials and analysis
sald that the threat to Ukraine re-
muined significant, and that it was
oo early to make firm conclusions
abput a possible drawdown with-
out more information about which
units were being sent back 1o their
bases. The Russian Defense Min-
istry only nnmounced a withdraw-
al of umits rom the country's
Western and Southern Military
Districes, whose usual bases are
the clnsest to Ukraine, so the units
could easily return fo the border
Tegio.

Uinits from the Centrnd ond
Eastern districts, which are some
of Russia’s most advanced, re-
main deployed and in recent days

hawe arrayed themseives in at- -

tack formations in  positions
within a few dogen miles ol the
Ukraine border, according to aat-
ellite imagery.

1 wouldn't read oo much into
this yet,” Rob Lee, an expert on
Russin’s  military, said of
Moscow's declaration that it was
pulling back troops.

Mr. Lee, a LIS, Marine Corps
veteran and Ph.DD. candidate at
King's College in London, and oth-
ers noted that Russia has in the
past announced troop withdraw-
als only to leave weaponry and
eqquipment in place for easy rede-
plwvment. It did this aler a simi-
lar buildup near Ukrnine last April
as well as after lnrge military ex-
erciges in late summer,
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Inquiry Sought in Italy
Into Clerical Sex Abuse

Church’s ‘Sense of Being Untouchable’

By ELISARETTA POVOLEDD

ROME — Cathalic groups and
abuse survivers on  Tuesday
called on the Roman Catholic
Church in [taly, which has yet to
reckon with the scourge of sexual
abuse by priests, o create an in-
dependent commission o mvesti-
gate how the crisis has been han-
dled,

In o msmber of countries — in-
chuding Australia, France, Ireland
and the United States — the
church has allowed some scrutimy
of its actions. But so far, the church
in ltaly has resisted calls for an in-
dependent inquiry, even after
Pope Francis in 2009 held o land-
mark meeting on clerical sexnal
abuse and called “for an all-out
battle agmwinst the nbuse of mi-
norse”

“ltaly is an anomaly, said Fran-
cesco Zanardi, a clerical abuse
survivor amd president of Rete
I'Abuso, the coURLrY's oSt oul-
spoken victims' rights group,
which has independently tcled
miore than 350 cases of pedaphile
priests in the lealinn justice sys-
{118

An investigation would be “the
first step toward justice to which
the victims and families are enti-
tled” said Ludovica Eugenio, a
Journalist for a Catholic weekly
magazine who is part of the newly
Formied growp, which doesn't have
& name yet bul & using the hash-
tag # ltalyChurchToo.

Speaking at a news conference
Tuescday, Ms, Eugenio swid the
consortinm wanted the church in
Izaly to “assume responsibility for
the: abuses, the cover-ups and the
ahandonment of the victims™ who

were nat heard or given compen-
sation. It also called on the lakian
Parliament o improve existing
legislation and draft new laws to
make it easier for cases of abuse
by priests tobe reported and tried,

The Rev. Hans Zollner, one of
the Vatican' 5 top experts in safe-
guarding minors, said in an inter-
view last week that even In ltaly,
where the charch still had “n
sense of being untouchable,” the
tide was turning.

"The church doesn’t have any
choice anymore. The public ex-
pects it,” Father Tollner said.

Thei calls by advocates and sur-
vivors — which inchade the open-
ing of private church archives —
follow recent revelations about
clericnl abuse in other coumtries,
In Germnny, & reporl issued lnst
muonith put the retived Pope Bene-
dict XV into the spatlight. The re-
port said Benedict hod mishan-
elled four cases of sexual nhaise of
mimors while lv was an arch-
bishop In Germany, prompting
Benedict to ask for forgivencss,
while also denying any wrongdo-
ing.
Im M8, the Unitsl Nations
Committes on the Rights of the
Child criticized [taly for not sulfi-
ciently protecting minors from
sexual explodtation. In particular,
the committes expressed concern
“aboad the numerous cases of chil-
dren having been sexually abused
by religious personned of the Cath-
olic Church™ and the “low mamber
ol vestigations and eriminal
prosecutions” of those crimes.

Any  investigation should in-
clude cases of abuse of nuns and
other formsof violence, said Panla
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The Boman Cathelic Church in ltaly has been slow to heed Pope Francis' call “for an all-out battle
against the abuse of minors" Under pressure from survivers and others, that may be changing.

Cavallari, a theologian and mom-
ber af the Nedgling group.

Paola Lazzarini, president of
the group Women for the Church,
asaid an investigation had o estal-
lish — and make public — mdivid-
un] responsibilities.

“The Catholic Church ks a hler-
archical church, in which the
chain of command & very clear,
yet when it comes o AlMsSe, per-
sonal  responsibilities  become
wague, This shoukd no longer hap-
pen,” she said.

Chasrch officials did not immeaedi-
wlely respond o Tuesday's calls
for nction. But the president of the:
Italizn hishops conference, Cardi-
nil Gualtiero Bassetti, said in & re-
cent imterview with an Italian
newspaper that the church in Tto-
Iy was “reflecting on launching an
In-depth and seriows survey of the
Itafinn siteation.” He did mot offer

details on what form the survey
might take, and his mandate as
head of the bishops conference
ends in May.

Msgr Lorenzo Ghizzoni, the
Italian church's top official re-
sponsible for protecting minors,
zaid in & 1elephone mlerview ast
week that bishops in [taly kad so
far focused on education to pre-
vent sexual abuee and on creating
a network of people that victims
could turn to, Listening centers
where complainls could be re-
celved were also being estab-
lished, he said.

“1t's not enough todo an invest-
gation on numbers, statistics. We
have o make available places
where viclims can go,” Mongignor
Ghizzomn sakd.

Several abuse survivors who
spoke at Tuesdays news confer-
ence said that at least in the past,

church officials hnd not listened to
their complaint=

*Thae truth iz that | realized that
the church really i=n't able to han-
dle this kind of problem,” said An-
tonde Messing, who said he had
been abused for four years when
he was a mindr.

Hir snid that when he tried to
bring his abwser o justice, in 2014,
the prefates e turned to for help
either didn't belleve him or tried
to hribe him to keep quiet,

He k= still pind he went public,
e s,

“Mo amount of compensation
can restore whot hns been taken
away” he said, "Bul il we can én-
sure that this does not happen o
others, these bad stories can at
least serve to chonge something
in the church and in sociery, espe
clally in ltaly where the chorch is
strongly rooted.”

Israel Leader Hopes for Progress Wi

ith Bahrain on

By PATRICK KINGSLEY

MAMNAMA, Habhrain — Prime
Minister Maftali Bennett of Israel
met Tuesday in Bahrain with the
Bahrainl king and crown prince,
part of a warm welcome that pro-
wided the latest evidence ol the
rapdd realignment of Middle East-
em politics,

The frst visit by an lsrasi
prime minister to Behrain, a tiny
but strategically located Gulf
state, Mr. Bennett's trip under-
scored the speed nt which Isrnel
hias cemented ies with several
Arab governments since the coun-
try formalized diplomatic rela-
tions with Bahrain and the United
Arab Emirates, re-established re-
lations with Morocco, and ime
proved them with Sudan, all in
200,

But the delicate dynamics of the
visit also highlighted how Israsl's
new relationships largely remain
Evvernment-level  agreements
that are still far from becoming so-
cheny-wide compacts between Is-
raeli pnd Arab publics.

Mr. Bennett acknowledged as
much in his comments to Crown
Prince Salman bin Hamad al-
Khalifa, the Bahraini prime min-
Ister, at the start of their meeting.

“Our goal in this visit is to turm it
from a government-to-govern:
ment to & people-lo-peophe peace,”
he said, “and to convert it from
ceromsanies o substance.”

“To substance, exactly,” Prince
Salman replicd, describing the
meeting as “cousing getting to-
Eether”

On that score, the visit was only
o Start

Mr, Bennett shared warm ex-
changes with Prince Salman, was
treated to a guard of honor that
played the lsraeli national anthem
and held a lighthearted guestion-
amd-answer session with a group
of young Bahrainis — o mre ex-
change berween Arab civilians
andd an Isaeli leader,

“When can we visil?™ asked
Saud al-Hadi, an employes at the
Bahraini Central Rank.

Me Bennett replied: “You want
o come on my plane?"

But these interactions were
carefully managed.

Me. Bennett's meetings with the
prince pnd King Hamad bin Isaal-
Khalifa were held away from the
Journalests who traveled with his
entournge. The young Bahrainis
were handpicked members of the
country's upper middle class —
mainty bankers and businesspaeo-
ple whose questions were vetted
in ndvance,

The visit was featured promi-
nently in the local news medta,
which are tightly controfled by the
Bahraini government,

Opposition lenders and rights
metivists oondemned the  visie,
which occurred on the lith anni-
versary of a failled uprising
mpainst the Bahraind roval family,
& Sunni Muslim dymasty that has
ruled Bahrain's mainly Shiite pop-
ulation sinoe 1783,

An opposition group posted vid-
e0 and images of small protests
against the decision tw invite Mr.
Bennett.

Still, Mr. Bennett sabd he had
been moved by the meatings.

“As someone who's fought in
many wars throughout the years,
to be in the copitnl of an Arab
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Crown Prince Salman bin Hamad al-Khalifa of Bahrain, right, with Prime Minister Naftali Bennett of lsrael in Manama on Tuesday.

conniTy and to hear Hatikwa"
the Israel national anthaem — %it's
touching,” he said in a briefing
with journalistz shortly before he
returned to Ismael. “For a typical
Israeli who came al age in the Bls,
this is big stuff.”

While that change was undeni-
able, the broader change he was
seeking was not likely to happen
overnight,

“The tectonkc plates of the re-
giom are shifting,” snid Anshel Pi-
effer, an Israeli political commen-
tator who traveled with Mn Ben-
nett. “While the direction of that
shift is clear, these ame causing
tremors, nol earthquakes "

A diplomatic thaw
draws criticism from
some rights activists,

The visit itself highlighted how
preorities have changed for some
countries in the region

For years, the vast majority ol
the Arah world refused io normal-
ize relations with Israsl as long as
the: Israeli-Palestinian conflict re-
mikined unresolved.

Bt for Bahrain and the Emir-
ates, (he containment of Iran and
its armed proxies throughout the
region — & goal shared with 1smael
— now appenrs to be of greater
importance than an immediate
ressfution to the lzraeli-Palestin-
ian conflict, particularly ns Irnn
accelernies its nuclear enrich-
ment

Bahrivin will for the first time
host an lsrseli military officer as
part of A regional alliance, an Is-
raefi official confirmed Tuesday. It

will b the first time an Israeki offi-
cer i posted in a Persian Gulf
country, the Isreli military said.

The goal is o ensure freesdom of
navigation and  international
tracle in the Persien Gulf, follow-
Ing several attacks by Iran and its
proxbes on ships in the area.

Bahrain's invitation 1o Mr. Ben-
nedt also hinted ot growing accept-
ance af lsraels robe in the region
by Saudi Arabta, the most influen-
tial state in the Arab world and a
mnjor Eranian rival,

Officinlly, Saudi officials deny
that the kingdom plans to follow
Bahrain by normalizing ties with
IsTwel,

But Saudi support s crucial for
Bahrain — Saudi troops rushed to
Bahrain in 2011 1o help its povern-
maent crush an uprising, and the
Spudi government bafled oul the
Balrainl economy in 2018 — and
analysts say that Bahrain, as a
Sawdi proxy, does little without its
BErement,

“HBahrain i@ always looking up
to Saudi Arabia as their big
brother that always stands by
them in times of difficulies” said
Abdulkhaleq Abdulla, an Emirnt
political scientist and expert on
Gulf poditica.

Mr. Abdulln added, “Therse is
more coordination than many
people would assume betwesn
Bahrain, Saudi Arabis™ and other
Gulf States.

Leading Saudis have also mads
statements pbout lsrael and the
Palestinians that would have been
unthinkable until cnly recently. In
018, the crown prince, Moham-
med hin Salman, made hendlines
by assertimg that leraelis had a
right to their own land. Two years
lter, another Saudi prince, Ban-
dar bin Sultan, criticized the Pal-
estininn leadership as failing ordi-

nary Palestinians,

Saudl movie theaters are cur-
rently showing a fepture film,
“De=nth om the Nile,” that stars an
Isracli actress, Gal Gadot, who
was widely criticized in the Amb
world for her pubilic suppart of Ls-
raeli military acthon in Gaza.

Agroup ol Seudi journatises alse
attended Mr. Bennett's chat with
young Bahraings, in & sign of grow-
ing Saudl interest in lsrasd,

Mr. Bennett glso met with Vice
Admiral Brad Cooper, the com-
mander of the LS. Mavy's Fifth
Fleet, which is based in Bahrain;
sewverel Behraini ministers; and
members of Bahrain's Jewish
community, 1 whom he gave a
shofar, a Jewish ceremoninl horn,

Bath governments said they
had mndde real progress in terms
of econamic and usiness coopér-
athon. The laraell government an-
nounced an  agreement  with
Bahrain to finance jolnt business
projects in the fiekds of climate-re-
Inted technology, manufncturing
anid e-commerce,

Mr. Bennett said that an I[sracl
airfine, [srair, would 20on begin bi-
weekly Mlights to Bahmain, Two [s-
raefi buginesses are cloge 1o com-
pleting two major investments in
the Bahraini logistics and health
care gectors, said Khalid Humes-
dan, the chief executive of a state-
run Bahrwini imvestment agency.

Ties are alse warming between
Israel and the two Amb countries
with which il had previoushy
forged an uneasy pence, Epypt
and Jordan,

President Abdul Fatah al-5isi of
Exypt drew notice in [srael on
Monday when he made a show of
publicly greeting o visiting Israsli
government minister, Karine El-
harrar, in front of humndreds of
ather Arab dignitaries.

But if bonds between govern-
menis are strengthening, the sen-
timent nmong the Arab public is
lagging.

Polling suggests a majority of
Arabs across the region do nat
support the recent diplomatic
thaw with lsrael, though there is
ne polling data available for
Bohrain. Exiled Bahraini rights
activists called Mr. Bennett's visit
it betrayal of the Palestinian na-
tional movement and an endorse-
ment of Isreel's policies toward it

“It feels like o domning insult,”
snid Bayed Ahmed Alwadaei, ad-
vacacy director at the Bahrain In-
stitute for Rights and Democracy,
a London-based campaign group.
“Thiz is the most mportant date
in Bahrain's recent history, when
Bahrainds stood up against an au-
tocracy — and 11 vears lnter they
have invited the hend of an wpart-
heid aate”

And Mr. Bennett's enthusiasm
for the diplomatic thaw with dis-
tamt countries like Bahrnin was
affset by mounting tensions with
berween lsraelis and Palestinians
back home, where a resolution be-
tween the tw appeared more dis-
tant tham ever

Palestinians, [sraeli seftbers
and the polive have clashed for
several days in Sheikh Jarrah, the
Enst Jerusalem neighborheod
that was at the heart of tensions
that led 1o & war in Gk last year.

Given this backdrop, some Pal-
sslinians =aid they were particu-
larly hurt by the timing of
Buhrains invitation to Mr. Ben-
netl

“We do not expect You to start a
war with [srael,” said Maher Salah
Majjar, a 59-year-old retiree in
Mablus, ‘West Bank. *Hut at least
make sure that you do not hurt our
foedings"

Rape Scandal
Ends in Prison
For Teacher
In Indonesia

Hy RICHARD C. PADDOCE

and DERA MENRA SIJABAT
The owner of an Islamic board-
mg school in Indonesin was con-
vicled Tuesday of raping 12 of his
underage students — tathering
ning children with his viclims —
and was sentenced to life in pris-

o

A court i the city of Bandung
on the Eland of Java found Herry
Wirawan, 36, guilty of raping the
girls, ages 11 to 16, repeatedly and
systematically over o period of
five years.

The allegations against Mr
Herry outraged Indonesians and
forused natiomal attention on the
e of child protection at pri-
valely run  religious  schoals,
which number in the tens of thow-
sands. Officlals sald President
Joko Widodo had been following
the case closely.

The three-judge panel decided
against Imposing the death pen-
alty and chemical castration, as
the prosecution had seught. Presi-
dent Joko signed & regulation in
020 ollowing for the chemical
castrution of convicted child mp-
isLs.

Mr. Herry, who had taught Ara-
hic at an elementary  schoal,
founded the allgirl Madani
Boarding School, or pesantren, in
Bandung in XE and attrncted
students from poor lamilies by of-
fering scholarships,

The mpes came to light lnst
yvear after one of the victims re-
urned home and her family dis-
covered she was pregnant,

Eight of the girls becams preg-
nant — ane ol them wice — and
gave birth to nine children. The
babies were delivered ot a local
clinic or the homes of midwives
and then cared for by Mr. Herry's
parents and sisters, said his attor-
ney, Ira Margaretha Mambo,

The oldest of the children k= not
vet §, she said,

Mr. Herry plended with the
court for leniency as the sole
provider for his wife and thelr two
children.

In their verdict, the judges con-
cluded that Mr. Herry, who also
taught religion at the school, hod
brainwashed the students so ef-
fectively thet “they couldn't even
distinguish right from wrong.”

Mr. Herry groomed his victims,
the eowrt found, by isolating them
from their families, making them
depend on him as their provider
and giving them sacurity and
comort.

“They are too voumg to under-
stand the process of what they
were getting” the judges con-
cluded. “The girls even seem to
fenl they owe him a dobt of grati-
e

In seducing the girls, the judges
sajed, Mr. Herry would start by
asking for a massage and then el
his victim that he could not have
sox with his wife bocwuse she did
nat winl (o hiave many children.

He also told the girls that thedr
tencher must be “obeyed and re-
spected,” the judges found. [f his
victims resisted, he would tear afl
thelr clothes.

When one stedent told  Mr
Herry she was pregnant, he told
her she did mot need an abortion
becouse he wouald take responsi-
Bility for the habay

He promised other girls that he
would pay for their education and,
in ot lenst one case, he told o vic-
tim he would marry her

The judges sald the life sen-
tence was not imtended as revenge
against the defendant bul was
almed at protecting the public
from similar crimes in the future.

The case, which highlighted the
widespread problem of sexual
harassment and abuse of women
in Inddonesia, has renewed calls
for passape of legislation ainmed at
reducing sexcual violence and the
harassment of women, Women's
rights activisis say that Indone-
sin's existing laws don't adequate-
Iy protect women, and they have
pushed for nenrdy o decnde to win
prassage af the measure.

In 2019, a school bookkeeper
who recorded her boss's lewd
phone call as proof she was being
harassed was aordered by Indone-
sin's Supreme Courl to serve al
least six months in prison for dis-
tributing obscens material. Her
boss, the school principal, went
unpunished and instesd was pro-
muted repearedly. President Joko
later granted her pmnesty,

TIMUE MATAHARLATT

CETTY INACES
Herry Wirawan, 36, receivied a
life sentence for raping 13 girls.
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Rushed Across the Border, and Now Lost in a Bureaucratic Maze

Policy to Ease Crush
Of Migrants Has Left

Many Adrift in System

By EILEEN SULLTVAN

WASHINGTOM — A Haltan couple
anl their young Son were among Thot-
gaids of undooumented Immigrants
whom U5, officials decided to allow en-
iry through the southwest border last
sumET — part of & record-sething Surge
in unauthorized crosgings over the past
Vean

Beginnbg last spring. lmmigration of-
licials were 5o overwhelmed that they
admitted tens of thousands of migrants
while [ssuing them o new doowment that
il ot inclede the fypical hearing dates
or ientificatton numbers recognized in
the immigration court system, The
change sped up the process of relensing
them into the country, but also made i
mvwch hnrder ter the new arcivals to stare
applying for asylum — and for the gov.
ermument 1o track them.

Muonths later, the government has not
been - abde te complete the processing
started al the Border, showing how ill
prepared the system was for the surge
amd creating a practical sl political
alagmire for e Biden gdministration.

President Biden pledped as a candi-
date o fix the country’s broken inmigra-
ton system, a campaign mantra thnt res-
onated with many volers after the harsh
policies of President Donald 1. Trump,
But over Mr Biden's first year i office,
his administration’s response to the
surge in migration has consisted largely
of crisis-driven reactions —I.Illll"LII-\.?Iﬂ,g the
[asler enlry process.

Migrants were caught crossing the
southwest border ilegally more than bwo
million times between December 2020
amml December 2021, the fargest number
since at least 1900, They came nat just
froen Central America and the Cariblsan
bt froem around the world, many flecing
persecution and «conomic hardship with
the expectarion that Me Biden would b=
mipe welooming than Mr Trump.

Although migrants were expelled In a
little more than half the cused, maoce than
400,000 of them were released into the
country for a variety of reasons during
M. Badem's first year in office.

Of these, more than 58,000 were re
leased through the sped-up process —a
streamlined version of a longtime prac
tice that critics call cateh and release, in
which those who are apprehended at the
border are released from custody pend-
ing their immigration court proceedings,

Tleeae migrants were instructed o
register with Immigrations and Customs
Enforcerrent within 6 days to comglete
the process the border officials started,
Eut in some parts of the country, local
ICE offices ware overwhelmed and un-
able 1o give them appoinintents. 5o the
Haitian family and other new arrivals
have spent months trying in vain 1o
check in with [CE and [nitiate their court
CASES

“It wns a quick fix — “Dheal with them
later” said Evangeluw Chan, an mmi-
gration lawyer W New York “But they
have not been able fa”

Human rights mdvocates say  the
change has made it harder lor those
sesking asylum to get by while they wair
o be efficially recognized in the mnmi-
gration system. Republicans, in the
meantime, kave pounced on the Biden
wdminlstration for refeasing undocu-
menled immigrants into he country
with even bega ability to keep frack. of
them

“Thiose who crods our border illegally
should be detained and deporied, not re-
leaged into the interior of OWr country on
an unenfarceable promise fo reappenr,”
B} Republican Howse members wirote in
a letter to lImmigration and Customs En
foecement this monte *Ir is pothing
short of reckless”

A ‘Huge Mess'

M. Trump's policy was (o restrict the
[ow of asylum seekers at the soutlwest
border by making it harder tocqualify and
by making sone people wait in Mexico
before they could enterthe country toage
ply. In some cases, applcants had (o stay
in Mesgieo wtld ULS, immigration judges
ridled on thear cases.

The most restrictive policy, howorer
came al the beginning of the pandemic
when the federal government started ns
ing an obscure public health rule known
a5 Tithe 42 to furn migrants pwny at the
border, including those seeking asylum.

Even so, hundreds of thousands have
Beei allowed into the cotintry fof avarie-
ry of reasons, Including a lack of deten-
tion space because of pandemic precau
tions, The Biden administration has also
madle exceptions for humanitarian reas
sons, particularly for families and chil-
dren,

Mr. Biden's stated pool is to reverse
M. Trump's larshest immigration poli-
ctes and e more welcoming to -
grants. But so far, immigration and hu-
man rights advocates =ay he has not
come through, in large part because he
has kept the public health arder in piace,
Witheut it, Mr. Biden would have to moke
the toigh cholee of releasing even more
undocumented  immigrants  into the
country e awail procesdings or detain-
Ing them

Toward the end of last year, the gov-
emment started issuing a different docu-
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A Haitian migrant, above, in Morth Miami. Below, erassing the Rio Grande kst fall in Del Rio, Texas, A new document issued to tens of thousands of migrants
last vear did not include henrng dates or identification numbers, complicating the process of applying for asylum and making recent arrivals difficult to track

ment te many of the migrants it abowed
in, instructing them to report to an ICE
office within 15 days imstead of 60, But
that, tan, did not provide a court date ar
offictal identificaton number:

A of the end of January, nearly 33,000
imprigrants wlo were iaued documents
without court dates and the fypical ken-
tiffcation mumber had missed their dead-
liree= to cleck in and start their procesd-
ings in Immigration court, according (o
an [CE official speaking on condition of
amnsnymitye If s impossible (o know how
many have tried to check in with ICE 1o
get court cases startesd and how many

i
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Isave chosess not to

Hopeful that inmegration will prove o
pHeEnt campaign issue, Republicans are
blaming Mr. Biden for the sharp increase
in migrants at the border because of his
caumprign promise that his sdminisira-
tion would be more welcomdng than the
last, His respanse to the surge, they say,
has only made things worse.

*DVHLE. s Toveed o deal with an un-
mitigated disaster, and notkces to report
was ane of the desperate polickes it im-
plemented trving 1o cope.” Senabor Ron
Johnson, Republican of Wisconsin, soad
in & stntement. The streamlined doca
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President Biden vowed to fix the immigration system when he was running
for-office, but a criziz-driven policy to speed up entry has caused & quagmire,

2 Million

The rurmigsr of times
migrants wars caught
crossing the southwest
borderillegally between
Diecember 2000 and
Decembear 2021, the
largest figure since at
least 1960,
epulsion

400,000

The number of migranis
refeased mto fhe United
Slates for & varety of
FEASHS TURNE
President Biden’s first
vesr inoffice, despitea
litth= rore than half of
e cazas jEsulting in

94,000

The nismber of rmugrants
refeased through a
sped-Up processin
which thasewho are
apprehended at the
border are fresed thom
Castody pending court
procesdings

B
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ment, Known as a notice to report, he
ndded, “just exacerbated the problem.”

Some Immigration advocates ngree,

“Thas MN.THE. sitoation is a huge mess
that everyone is trving to navignte right
wow,” Ernily Haverkamp, an imumigration
lnwyer and expert on asylum policies,
gakd,

The potential for complications with
the cxpedited processing was not lost on
sogne members af the Biden administra-
ton, according po several euwrrent and
former  administration  officials who
spoke on condifion of anony oty o dis-
cuss the internal debiate, But same offi
cialz in the Department of Homelamd Se-
curity argeed that border officials conld
ol have hamdled the surge of migranis
without the expedited option to release
Uhesrm it e couniry,

The department has =gun an opera-
tion e madl those who were processed m
the border the [aSier Way a SUmmodis o
appear in immigration court, but it has
1l resschied all of them.

A *Vicious Cycle'

After setting off [ast June on a treach-
ermas jourmey from Chile — where they
Isad relocated years earlier — the Haitian
family made it 1o Texas in August, where
border officials released them without a
court sumimons and tokd them o report
o an immigration office once  they
reached Miami, their destination,

When they did so, the office was
cloged, operating on a rediced schedule
becanse of the pandemic. When they
tried to register online, they were told
they would mot get an appaintment to fin-
ish their paperwork and receive official
identificaticos numbers, known a2 akien
murmbers, wntl] 2032, When they wrote (o
an 1CE emul address, the automated re-
sponse =ald the ngency needed the fam-
ily's alien pumbera,

s avickous oycle” the husband said
thraugh n translator,

The delays have been felt most acutely
in Miami, Mew York, Houston and Los
Angeles, where many of the reécent immi-
grants have settled, Miami appears to
Isave the biggest backlog, and the Home-
laned Secarity Department sald it = In the
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‘They are in this state of
limbo. We at sacial service
agencies — we just don't
know what to do.’

LECMIE HERMAMTIM, above, (he direcior
af develapment, communications and
sfrategie planning at tre Sant La Haitian
Commurnity Cervarim Morth Biami

process of sendig more Staff (o there o
help address it

Omee people are afficinlly entered into
the immigration court system — pow
facing its greatest backleg in history —
the average wait for an initinl court ap-
pearance S nearly five vears, acoording
1o elata collected B the Transactional
Becards Access Clearinghouse {TRAC)
at Syracuse University,

Thie Hottlan couple, like most new lm-
migranis, are not authorized o work,
making it iImpossibe 10 earn an honest
living; they are residing with other
Haltinn immdgrants in the Miami region
They tried for menths o enroll their son
i kindergarten, facing bureaucratic
rondblecks af every torn, They cannot
aftord o lawyer to helpthem find a way to
comply with the government

Sapse of thelr challenges are standard
for peopie stuck in the broken immigrs-
tion system: other challenges are mew,
resulting from the fact that they were re-
keased without being enrolled in fmmi-
gration court procesdings.

“Youre more under the radar and
you're moee in the shadows” Ruby Pow-
ers, an Immigration lowyer in Texas,
=nid.

Euck in this gray area, immigrants
Bave to wadt even bager to apply for a
work permit. Once they have the work
perndl, immigrants can apply for a So-
clal Security namber, which makes it
possible to start settling in. With a Social |
Security number, nn asylum-sesking ln- |
migrant can apply for a driver’s license |
inmany states, open a bank account, en- |
ter & contract for a cellular phone and |
IHre, |

In the past, Tamibies willing to house |
new immigrants could count on them |
eveniually petting permission 1o work,
said Leonie Hermantin, the director of
development, communications and sira- |

DISTRRLTED BF ALY SALE OER |

tegic planning ot the Sant La Haitian |

Community Center in Morth Miami.

“Mow you hnve people who are stuck
staying At people’s houses who are get-
ting increasingly inhospitnble,” she said,
adding that some will soon face home-
les=ness. “Thay are in this state of limbo,
We at social service agendcies — we just
don't know what todo®
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The letter described It as an

“abuse of power at NN wattempt
to sibence my client®

the letter, it et in mation a chain of
events that would quickly upend
ome of the world's most powerful
news nelfworks,

By week's end, M. Zucker had
fired Mr. Cugimio, telling him that a
drumbent of scandals had become
“ron mioch for ws”

Two months knter, M Zecker
was forced to resign. On Toesday,
CHMN announced that Ms. Gollust,
too, was lenving the network,

Puldicly, Mr. Zucker biamed the
failure to discloso his relationship
with Ma. Golluse. But other forces
had set the stage for his downfall,

CHN had skidded into third
place in cable news matings. A koy
investor had criticized the net-
wark's opinionated, personality-
driven programming. Mr Zuecker
hadclashed with a top executive at
CNMN% parent company, Warner-
Media. And he had made powerful
enemies cut of Mr. Cuomo and his
brather, the former New York goy-
ernor,

By the time of Mz Cuamo’s oust-
er, the loow firm hired to investignie
hiz behavior had turmed is atlen-
thon to M Zucker and his manage-
ment of a network where his inti-
macy with sources and employees
hadd been both his calling card and
his Achilles’ heel

Mr. Zucker's abrupt departure
has thrown the future of CHEN into
chaos, just as it was poised o in-
troduce  a  highly anticipated
streaming service and o come un-
der new corparate cwnership.

Mr. Cuomo is hoping to extract
tens ol millions of dollars from
CHM. Star anchors are revolting,
Employees  are  wondering
whether, without Mr. Zucker at the
helm, the network’s soon-to-be-
owners ml Discavery Inc. will fun-
damentally change CNN sprawl-
ing news operations.

In a metmo on Tuesday evening
announcing Ms, Gollust's resigna-
thon, Jason Kilar, the chief execu-
tive of WarnerMedia, said an in-
ternal investigation “founsd  vio-
lations of company potickes,” in
cluding CHMN's news standands
and practices, by Me Cuomo, Mr
Zucker and Ms, Gollust, °1 n':dlzl:
this news 8 woubling, disappa
ing, and frankky, pu.in!u] to md.
Mr. Kilar wrote.

Riza Heller, n spokeswoman for
Mr. Zucker, said, “Jeff was never

e o g
SEE GROCL ASSOC1ATED PHESS

Allizon Gollust, a UNMN execu-
tive and Mr. Zucker's romantic
partner, is leaving the netwark,

aware of the full extent of what
Chris Cuomo was doing for his
brother, which ks why Chris was
fired.™

Sreven Goldberg, o spokesman
lor Chris Cusmo, sald, “Mr. Cuomo
felt very close personally and pro-
fessionally to Mr. Zucker, which is
part of what makes this so difficult
arwl huartful”

In & release on  Tuesday
evening, Ms. Gollust said, “Warn-
erMedia’s statement tonight is an
atempt 1o retaate against me
nwl change the media narrative in
the wake of their diEasmous han-
dling of the last two weeks, It is
deeply disappointing that after
spending the past nine years de-
fending and upholding CNN's
highest standards of journalistic
integrity, T would be treated this
way as | leave”

s, Heller had no immediate
comment on Mr. Kilar's memo. Mr
Gaoldberg declined to commaent,

More than 30 people lwmiliar
with thee recent tumult— inclsding
the woman on whose behalf the
Tetter wis written to CNN — de-
scribed the events and ethical vie-
lations that led to o fendership col-
lapse at “the most trusted name in
news"

A Hamptons Clambake

The ties betwesn Mr Zucher,
Mz, Goflust and Mr. Cuomo — as
well as Andrew M. Cuomo, who re-
aigned & povernor lase August —
ran deep.

Mr. Zucker had met Ms. Gollust
at MBC, when she was n young
publicist for the “Today ™ show and
he was s Mi-year-ald executive
producer. As he climbed the ranks,
evenfunlly becoming MBCUniver-
sal's chiel executive, the pair con-
tinuwed to work closely together.
Ma. Gallust even moved her fam-
iy o the foor above Mr Zucker's
In an Upper East Side building.

Then,in 2011, NBC's new parent
company forced Me Zucker out.

Ben Smith contributed reporting,
Sheelogh  MeNeidl anrd  Susan
Beachy contributed research.

Around then, Governor Cuomao
wis planning to throw & birthday
party for his girlfriend, the life-
style impresario Sandra Les. He
asked Ms. Lee o recommend
somesne o organize the event
She suggested Ms. Gollusy

The resulting party — a clnm-
bike on & Hamptons beach — was
such a resounding suwccess that
Mr. Coomo decided Ms, Gollust
should work for him. In 2012 she
becarne the governo's comemuni-
catioms director.

A few months kater, in Janzary
2013, CNN hired Mr. Zucker. The
next momth, Ms, Golhest left Mr
Cugrne and Albany and repoined
her former boss as the network's
head of communications,

Following a Playbook

CMN was struggling. Once the
leacler i 24/7 news, its ratings had
fallen, its programming seen ms
stale. Mr. Zucker's mission was o
rejuvenate the network.

At MBC, he had turned around
the moribund “Today™ show by
embracing feal-good news and
nurturing stars like Katle Courde,
More wiumphs followed for Mr
Fucker, as shows like "The Ap-
prentice™ and “Fear Factor™ were
hits with viewers and helped ele-
vate Donalbd 1. Trump and Joe Ro-
gan into cultural touchstones.

At CHN, one of Mr. Zucker's first
creations was & peppy mormning
show called “Mew Day” To co-host
the show, Mr Zucker recruited
Chris Cucma, in ABC News corre-
spomdbent who had shined in re-
porting from war amd disaster
ZOTEE.

‘Within months of his arrival, Mr.
Cuomo  began  pushing  ethical
boundaries.

In December 2013, he inter-
viewed Governor Cuomo about a
train crash in the Bronx Media
critics objected that it was impos-
gilde for someone o impartially
report on a sibling.

Afrerward, Mr. Zucker barred
Chris from interviewing or cover-
mg Andrew,

“Mew Day" was & modest hit.
But Mr. Cuomo was polarizing.
Some cofleagues said he could go
from charming to bullying in a
flash. More than once, e sent
emails and text messages that col-
leagues considered rude and even
threatening.

Yet Mr. Zucker wis loyal. In 2018
be awarded Me Cuomo his osm
show in the coveted O pam. slot,
competing with stars like Rachel
Maddow at MSNBC amnd Sean
Hannity ot Fox Mews.

Mr. Cuomo's combative stylbe
made him an ideal on-air foll for
President Domald 1 Trump.
“Cuomo Prime Time™ quickly be-
came CHMNE highest-rated show,
The success only strengthenoed
Mr. Cuoma's bond with Mr. Zucker,

After Mr. Zucker underwent
heart surgery in 2008, he and Mr.
Cuano spent ours talking during
long walks in Central Park.

Me Zucker soon signed off on a
multiyear contract that paid Mr.
Cugimn over 56 million annually,

An Eye for Spectacle

The onset of the pandemic
sitoked Mr. Zucker's hypercompet-
itive instinets, on display since his
days as a high school tenmis cham-
pion. During the Trump years, he
had ked CHN 1o record-high rat-
Ing= and roughly §1 billion in annu-
al

profit.

How, in the Cuomo brothers, ha
suw n singular oppartunity.

Governor Cuomo was having a
momenl. His televised briefings
were cablm and fifled with data, a
stark contrast to the often bafiling
proncuncements from the Trump
adminisiration. There was talk of
him running for president.

Then Chris Cuomo contracted
Covid. He guarantined i and
bromdeast from the basement of
his B,(00-square-foot home in East
Hampromn, MY, His ratings soared.

With hizs eye for spectacle, Mr.
fucker lifted the ban on Chris
Cuomo interviewing his brother.
Beginning in April 2020, the Cuo-
s ruminated on air aboul ow
the virus had disrupted lives.

Mr, Zucker loved it “Authentici-
ty and relatahility and vilperabil-
ity — that's what the brothers
Cuwommn mre giving us right now,” ha
gushed lo The New York Times in
April 2030,

But their an-air bomnding booked
less charming after The Washing-
tom Post reparted that Gowvernor
Cunmin had helped his brother get
preferential access o scarce Covid
tests, with state troopers escorting
hi= nnzal swabs to a lab,

CHNN defended its anchor, say-
img he had “turned to anyone he
ol for advice and assistance, as
any human being would”

Watching in Disbelief

One evening in March 2021,
Chris Cuomo made a remark on
liwe television that heiped precipi-

tate his downtndl — and eventually
Mr. Zucker's.
The New York altorney general

had just announced that her office
wns imvestigating  sexunl  har-
mssment allegations against An-
drew Cuomo, With the governar in
trouble, Mr. Zucker reimposed the
ban on Chrls Cuomo coverlng him.

As Mr. Cuomo explained to his
vieswers thit he would be stepping
away from the story, ve gazed into
the camera and denounced sexual
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Before CNN Chief’s Sudden Exit, Walls Were Slowly Closing In

‘Authenticity and
relatability and
vulnerability — that’s
what the brothers
Cuomeo are giving us
right now.’

JEFF ZUCKER, in April 2020,

EHFICE OF THE CIRTEROR W4 sEM0ATID PRESS

Gov. Andrew M, Cuomeo on air with his brother, Chris Coome, the CNN host, in April 2020,

harassrvent. “1 have atways cared
very deeply aboul these Esues
and profoundly so,” he declared.

The woman who had worked
with him at ABC News walched in
disheliel

She zaid in an inferview with
The Times that she was haunted
by the similarities berween her ex-
perience and those of the gover-
nor's accusers. She wanted to
et other women but didn't want
to go public, fearing retaliation
and the loss of her privacy. Soon,
though, she woold hire n lawyer

A Chauffeured Commute

his hrother's, MNow, as Andrew
Cuomo’s position worsened, so did
Chris's.

In May 2021, The Washington
Paost reported that Chris Cuomo
had heen advising the governor’s
sfaff on how o fend off the har-
assment scandal. CHN — whose
parcnt company had just an-
nounced plansg o merge the net-
work with Discovery — said the
conversations werd “mapp
ote” but didn't discipline him.

Soma CNM employoos wore
aghast An anchor, Jake Tapper,
wold The Times that Mr Cunmao
“put us in & bad spot”

Then, on Aug. 3, the Mew York
atborney general, Letiin James,
refeased a damning meport wbout
Andrew Coomos  sexual  har-
assment, The news was covered
throughout the doy on CHN — un-
119 p.on., whisn Chris Clsomi carme
on air. He didn't mentbon it

A wesk luter, the governor re

sigmed.

Complaints s0on began surfac-
Img about the younger Me Cuoma,

Shefley Ross, Mr Cuoma's: for-
maer boss ml ABC, wrole in a Times
opinkon psece n Septesnber that
Mr. Cuomo had groped her at a
HI05 party. (Mr Cuomn apolo-
gized. ) Arotnd the same time, The
New York Post reported that Mr.

Cusmo’s former producer, Melanie
Buck; had asked to be removed
from “Cusmo Prime Time" be-
cauge she found his conduct 1o be
threatening,

CHN execulives grew con-
cerned. They asked the network’s
langtime: w firm, Cravath Swaine
& hoors, o ook into the martter,
according ©o & person familiar
with the nvestigation,

In late Movemnber, Ms. James's
office released a fresh crop of
emails amd ENl messages thal re-
vealed how Chris Cuomo had col-
lected information about coming
artichs on his brother and tried to
undermine the cradibility of oneof
his brother's accusers.

The next doy, Mov. 30, Mc
Cummo was chauffewred to CNNE
Manhattan  headquarters o
skedch oul that evening's show.
Mr. Zucker asked him to come toa
meeting.

The network  president  had
spent years standing by his an-
chor. Mow, feeling that b Cuamo
had migled him, Mr. Zucker was
losing patience. He had initinlby
planned to fire Mr. Cuomn, before
deciding to hold aff.

Mr. Zucker tried to be dipbomat-
ic ns he broke the news that Mr
Cuomo was suspended. He sug-
gested there was & chance he
could retirn after the nelwork's in-
vestigation ran its course, accord-
ing to people familinr with the con-
versalion,

CMMN went back to Cravath and
ashked the firm to examime the new
infarmation aboul the interactions
betwesn the brothers.

The next moming, Dec. 1, the
CHN reporter Brian Stelter said
on-alr that Mr Cuomo could “be
back in January”

An Office Encounter

That night, the fatoful letter ar-
rivesd ol CINM. 1t was from Debea 5.
Ka, a prominent sexual har-
assment lawyer, and it was wl-

dressed to David Vigiktante, CHNS
general counsel,

The berer was on behall of the
woman who had worked with Mr
Cupmo at ABC News.

1t relaved a story that had be-
gun in 2011 when the wornan, who
wis referred to as Jane Doe, was o
young temporary ABC employes
hoping for m full-time job. One doy,
after Mr. Cuome, an anchor, had of-
fered her carver adwvico, e invited
her tolunch in his office, acoonding
to the letter, interviews with the
woman and emails betwesn her
and Mr. Cuomi.

When she arrivid, Uhers wis no
food. Instemd, Mr Cuoomo badg-
ered her for sex, and after she de-
clined, he assaulted lver, she said.
She ran out of the room,

Later that day, the worman, who
was aiill sesking a jaob, tried i
smioth things over by writing Mr.
Cupmn friendly emails,

The Times interviewed [Hve
friemids amd formaer colleagues who
sald the woman told them Mr
Cupmin had made umselcome 5o
ual reguestd. She said that anly in
the past year did she begin to tell
people that My, Cuome had alse as-
saulted her, which she hadn't pre-
viously divalged because it was
private and painful.

The encounter in Mr Cucmo’s
office at ABC was not the end of
her story,

M. Btz letter said that ot the
height of the #MeToo uprising, al-
ter TV personalities like Charlie
Rose and Matt Lauer were felled
by misconduct allegntions, Mr
Cupmo  contacted  the woman,
seemingly out of the blue.

Mr. Coomo proposed armnging
a CHN segment about the com-
pany where she worked doing
public relations, The woman iried
to avoid any contact with Mr
Cumo, but CHNN - ultimately
broadeast o segment ANYWEY.

“After years withowut any sul-
stantive communication from Mr,
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After Mre. Zuckers heart surgery. he and Chris Coomo drew closer,

Cuomo whatsoever, Ms. Doe sus-
pected he was concernéed aboul
her coming forward publicly with
her allegntions and wanted to nse
the proposed segment as an o
portunity to ‘lest the waters' and
discourage her from going on the
record about his sexual miscon-
duet” Ma. Hate wrote.

The Times reviewed Mr Cuo-
mo's messapes to the worman amd
the segment o spoke with her
heass at the time. Her boss said that
after the sepment aired, the wom-
anshared seme of the detadls of the:
encounter and M Cuoma's subse-
qquent oulremch,

Mz, Kotz said the woman, who
has been “desply traumblized”
didn't want 1o become “a pawn
an  internecine war  bobween
Zucker, Chris Cuomo and CHN™
and won't be saying anytling fur-
ther. She “deserves and requests
privacy” Ms. Katz said

A Clear Signal

On Friday, Dec. 3, tan days after
Ma, Katz sent the letter, she and &
lawyer for TN made plans for
her 10 hand over evidence o sub-
stantiate the woman's claims, Bo-
fare thal happened, Mr Zucker
fired Mr. Cunmo.

From Mr. Comno's perspective,
Mr, Zucker had fired him without
e process, Tearful that the wom-
an's allegations might appear in
the media, according 1o @ person
Tamdliar with his thinking.

Mr. Goldberg, the spokesmam
Tor Mr Cunme, Said the allegations
in Mz, Katz's letter “are false”

*He was never asked about the
allegations prior o baing termi-
nated or given an opportunity (o
respond,” Mr, Goldman said, refus-
ing to elaborate,

The day after he was fired, Mr
Cuoomo hired Bryan Freedman, a
Hollywood litigator known for
tough negotinting tactics and for
securing  mullimilBon-dollar sef-
tlements for aggrieved television

stars. (In Me Coomo's case, he
planned o seek money awed un-
der the anchor's contract and com-
ponsation for future lost carn-
ings.}

On Dec_ 5, Mr Freedman sent a
letter to CHM demanding that the
network preserve all documents
related to any dealings between
any CHN employees and nnyone i
the governors affice.

It was a clear signal that a key
element of Mr Cupmos defense
would be that Mr. Zucker and oth-
ers abt CNN had, like Mr Cuomo,
communicated with the governar,
bast withouwt repercusskons.

People in Mr Cuomo's camp
5000 began whispering to report-
ers that Mr. Zucker had coached
Goavernor Cunmdon w10 use his
televised briefings to go after Mr
Trump. Ms. Heller, the spokes-
woman for Mr Zucker, =aid he only
gpoke to the governor about ap-
pearing on CHM. “He never gave
Andrew Cuomo advice,” she sail

Soon, an article appeared on the
possip site Radar, 11 asserted that
Mr. Zucker and Ms. Gollust had
been engaged in a yearsbng ro-
mantic relationship, The CHNN
president’s career was aboul (o
unravel.

Skipping a ‘Town Hall"

Mr Zucker commanded boyalty
from star anvchors, nnd he had won
the respect af many CHNN journal-
Ists for standing wp to Mr. Trump,
whao repentedly attncked the net-
wark.

Bt by Inte last year, his stand-
ing with his corparale supériors
had wavered. The ugly situation
with Mr, Cuomo was omly the lat-
esl blow.

In mid-Movember, John Malone,
a lending shareholder in Digcov-
ery, appeared an CNBC. 1 would
like tor see CINM evolve back to the
kind of journalism that it started
with and actsally have journalisis,
which would be unbpue and re-
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Prince Andrew Settles Abuse Suit
With Prominent Accuser of Epstein

ECE COPPCELAGITTY RELCES FOR WARNERVEDL

freshing,” Mr. Malone snid.

The barb raised questions aboul
whether the network’s future own-
ers would seck major editorind
changes.

Plus, the network's ratings were
down, And Mr. Zucker had a testy
relationship with Mr. Eilar, the
Warnerhedia chief executiva,

In August 2020, Mr. Kilar an-
noumnced changes 1o CHN'G corpo-
rate structure without consulting
Mr. Zucker. Days later, Mn Zucher
was nodiceably alb2ent from a vir-
tual “town hall® meeting that Mr
Kilar hosted.,

Insteacd, the CNN president at-
tended a S{th birthday party for
Chris Cuoma in the Hamptons, ac-
cording to two peophe familiar with
the marer.

‘I Was Wrong'

By early January, Cravath's in-
vestigation was moving forward,
and the tenor of its questions had
begun to shift.

What had started with a foous
on Mr. Coomo’s behavior was maor-
phing into a broader look at M
Zucker's handling of the anchor
and his interactions with the Cuo-
s,

Among other things, the law-
yers ashed CHMN employecs about
how M Zucker had hamdles] Mr
Cuomo'’s suspension and firing,
what he knew about Chris Cuo-
mo's ineractions with his brother
— pnd whether any employees
were aware of communicitions
bepween Me fucker and Andrew
Cuoma.

When the lnwyers questioned
Mre Zucker and Ms. Gollust, they
asked about thelr romance. Mr
Zucker told them the relationship
Tad turned sexus] during the pan-
dermic.

Mr. Zucker didn't disclose it to
anyone in human reseurces of his
superiors at WarnerMedin, mclad-
ing Mr. Kilar,

The affair violated the compa-
ny's code of conduct, which prohd-
hited employees from supervising
anyohe with whom they have a
personal relationship.

On Monday, Jam, 31, Mr. Zucker
was absent from his usdal mle
leading CHNs daily 9 am. news
meeting, He didnt show up on
Tuesday or Wednesday morming,
eithar,

At 11 am. Wednesday, Mr
Fucker emalled CNN staff with
shocking news: He was resigning.

Mr. Zucker said he was leaving
Bermiase e hadn't disciosed the ro-
manthe refationship when it began,
“I was wrong,” ho wrote,

Mr. Kilar had approached Mr.
Incker a few days earlier, shortly
after he was interviewed by the
Cravath lawyers, and todd him he
had to go. Mr. Zucker asked to stay
until the Discovery merger was
compbete in a few months.

Mr. Kllar said no.

By BENJAMIN WEISER

Prince Andrew, the disgraced
second son of Queen Elizabeth 1T,
haz sattled a lawsuit brought by
Virginia Giuffre, a woman who
had accused him af raping her
when she wis a teenage victim of
Andrew's friend, the notorious
sex offendder Jefirey Epstein, ac-
cording to a new court filing in
Manhaitan o Tuesday.

The amount that Andrew, 81,
will pay Ms. Giuffre is confiden-
tial, the parties said in o joint
staterment attached to the filing.

Andrew also “intends to make
a substantial donation™ to & char-
Ity “in suppart of victims rights,”
the statement says.

Thi deal comes just weeks be-
fore Andrew was scheduled to sit
for a deposition, in which he
would have been questioned un-
der oath by Ms Giuffre's law-
vers, Andrew did not sdmit to
any of Ms. Giulfre's accusations
Against him in the statement an-
mouncing the settlement,

Thie lawsuit by Ms, Giufire, one
of the must prominent of Mr. Ep-
sledn's accusers, haad cast a shad-
ow over the royals st n time when
Queen Elizabeth, the 95-year-old
British monarch, was marking
her T0th year on the throne. An-
drew was forced to relinqubsh his
military tithes and roynl charities,
i longer was Lo use the title * His
Royal Highness,”™ and was “not to
undertake any public dwties,”
Buckingham Palace sald in a
stotement last month.,

In her lawsuit, Msa. Glaffre
claimed that Andrew, known as
the Duke of York, sexually
abuzed her when she was under
18 ar Mr. Epst#in's mansion in
Manhattan and on his private is-
lnmd, Little 5t. James, in the LS,
Wirgin Islands.

The suit also claimed that An-
drew, Mr. Epstein and his long-
time companion, Ghislaine Moox-
well, had Torced Ms. Giuffre 1o
ave sexual intercourse with An-
drow gt Mz, Maxwell's home in
London., Ms, Ghuffre had feared
repercussions if she disobeyed
the three because of "their pow-
erful connections, wealth and -
thority.” the lawsuit said.

Mr Epsatein, 66, was found
dead in August 2015 in a Manhat-
tan jail cell while awaiting trial on
sex-trafficking  charges, Ms.
Maxwell, 60, was convicted of
sex trofficking and other counts
In a trial in December,

Mark Loandler contributed report-

ing from London. Sheelogh Me-
Neill contribuited research.
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A suit by Vieginia Giuffre
avcused Prince Andrew, & son

of Queen Elzabeth 11, of rap-
ing her when she was 17,

The settlement may seTve as o
capstone (o the vears of invest-
gEntions and litigntion that has
surrounded Mr. Epstein amd his
assoclates. The Epstein saga im-
plicated or invalved people at the:
highest levels of celebrity and
politics — Incleding Andrew —
on both sides of the ocean,
spawning court cases nmd con-
spiracy theories.

Buckingham Palnce declined
to comment on the ssitlement,
saying it was & matter for the
Duke and his legal team. A
spokesman for Andrew declined
to comment on the source of
funds for the settbement.

Andrew B. Brettler, a lawyer
whio has represented Andrew in
thi kawsuit, did ot respond to a
request for comment.

Alhough Andrew never fpced
criminal charges, his cfforts to
put an end (o the Hngering gues-
tions about his Hnks to Mr. Ep-
stein backfired. An interview he
gave (o the BRC in Movember
201, several months after Me
Epstein's death, drew a storm of
negative renction and led him o
srep down from public duties.

After he issued oo stalement
saying he was ready to help “any
appropriate  law  enforcement
ngency with their mvestigation,
if required,” Gealfrey 5. Berman,
then the LLS, attorney in Manhat-
Ln, whi was oversesing the sex-
trafficking investigation, repeat-
cdly called ot Andrew for fafling
o live up to that plecge.

“To date, Prince Andrew has
provided zerm cooperation,” Mr
Berman said i January 2020,
and two months later, he sakd An-
drew had “completely shut the

donr on valuntary cooperation

A spokesman for the U5, st
nay's office declined to comme
on Tuesday when asked wheth
Androw wis under investignti
by the olfice,

Dawvid Boles, a lnwyer for b
Ginffre, said the settlement wi
Amdrew “does not in any way |
sulate him from any criminal
ahility that would otherwise
i1 e

In the joint statenient on T
day, Andrew said it was “knoy
ihat Jeffrey Epstein tralfick
countless young girls over ma
years,” and that he “regrets |
association with Epstein a
commends the bravery of b
Giuflre and other survivors
standing up for themselves &
athers.”

Most of the seitlemer
reached by secusers of Mr E
stein have besn kept confide
tial, although the four wom
who testified ot Ms. Maxwel
trind each swid they had receiy
payouts, as high as 35 milkion §
fore legal fees, from a wictin
compensation fund drawn fro
Mr Epstein's estate,

Mr. Boies said the enti
amount of M. Giuffre's seq
ment with Andrew, as well as &
charitable contribution Andre
muskes, will go 0 her and o
charity, noting that his fom h
represented her without a fea,

Thi point statement's depheti
of Ms, Giuffre as couragoous oo
trasts sharply with the way A
drew’s lawyers described her
Ootober, when they asked Jud
Lewis A, Eaplon of Federnl D
et Court todismiss her laws

Andrew’s lnwyers claimed
ithee tipe that the awEuin was pe
of & longstanding effort by b
Giuffre to profit from allegntio
she had made sgainst Mo E
stein and others. They al
claimied that Ms. Giuffre had st
articles and photagraphs to ne
outhets and reached secret dieg
o resobve abuse claims.

*Giuffre has inbviated o
baseless lawswit against Prin
Amdrew (o nchieve another pa
day at his expense and al the £
pense of those clpsest o hin
Andrew's lawyers wrole the
“Maost people could ondy dream
obtrining the sumsof money th
Gifire has secured for hers
over the years.”

In the statement on Twesd:
Andrew saki that he had nev
intended “to malign M= Ginfin
character and he accepts thal 5
has suffered both as an ests
lished victim of abuss and asa;
sult of unfair poblic attack="

No Admission of Guilt, and Many Questions

By MARK LANDLER

LONDON — The British royal
Tamily will bry 1o put ane of the
most vexing scandals it faces be-
hind i, with the announceEment
on Tuesday that Prince Andrew,
the secomd son of Queen Eliza-
beth 11, had =sertled a lawsuit
brought by a woman who ac-
cused him of raping her when she
was a teenager.

Bul gquestions linger, not least
who |5 paying the undisclosed
seftbement, given Andrew's well-
pubdicized, if mysterious, finan-
cial ups and down,

For the quesn, who marked the
Toth anniversary of her acces-
slon to the throne this month, the
settbrment remorees the prospect
of embarrassing details emerg-
Ing about Andrew's contacts with
his mecuser, Virginia Giuffre,
whom he met through his friend,
the financier and convicted sex
aoffender Jeffrey Epstein

“There are still o kot of ques-
tons,” sald Penny Junar, a royal
historian. “Wa will never know
which of the people in this sorry
tale was [elling the truth. But we
won'l get a daily diet of revela-
tons that will embarrass the
family.”

While Andrew did not admit
Euilt in n statoment announcing
the setlement, he said he “re-
Erots his mssociation with Ep-
stein and commeends the hravery
of Ms. Giuffre and other sur-
vivors in standing up for them-
selves and others”

A trinl would almost cerainly
have cast a long shedow over the
queen’s Platinum Jubilee cele-
brations, which are seheduled for
June, The anniversory year has
alreudy Kicked ofl on an anxioos
note, with news that the queen's
eldest son amndd heir, Prince
Charles, was found to be rein-
fected by the coronavirus, two
days after be had been in contact
with his 95-year-pdd mother.

Buckingham Palace declined
to say whether the queen had
contracted Covid or even besn
tested for the virus. But on Tues-
day, fears about her health eased
somewhar  after  the
posted photos of her conducting
virtunl audiences with ambassa-
dors from Spain and Estonia,
who were presenting their cre-
deniialy,

Charles, who is 73, was re-
poried to be experiencing mild
symgioms. He kast had Covid in
early 2020 as the virus was first
engulfing Britain. On Monday,

his wife, Camilln, 74, also tested
positive, according  to their
howsehold. These latest lsealth
concerns came after the queen
missed multipls engagements
last Tall because ol illnass,

With the monarchy in transi-
tion, the queen has moved swiftly
recently to put her fnmily's af-
fairs in order. On the anniversary
of her accession, she issued a
statement saying she hoped that
Camilla would be known as
guesn afier Charles ascendds o
the throne, setling an issue that
long dogged the couple.

Last momth, nfter a federal
Judge in Manhattan dismissed
Andrew’s effort o get Ma. Glul-
fra‘s  lnwsuit  dismissed, the
guesn moved to distance him

Who will pay fora
settlement: [s it the
queen? Taxpayers?

from the family, even though
royal experts often describe him
a8 her favorite son He was
stripped of his honorary militnry
titles and instructed no lnger o
use the honorific “His Royal
Highness" The palace said he
would defend himsell e a pri-
wvate citizen.”

Whetheér that means Andrew
Is on the hook for the settlement
is not clenr. Both skdes ngreed not
to chischoss the amount and Buack-
ingham Palace declined to com-
meent, saying it was a matter for
the doke and his lawyers. A
spokeswoman for Andrew's law-
vers would nod discuss the source
of the funds.

How the 8l-year-old prince af-
fords his lifestybe, not io mention
his legal bills, has long fueled
speculation in British papers.
Andrew  receives an  annual
stipend of 250,000 pounds, or
about 338,000, from the queen,
wecording to an analysis of his fi-
nances by The Times of London,
as well a3 an anmeal pension of
20000 pounds from the Royal
HNavy, in which be served as a hel-
icopler pikd.

But Andrew, who is also known
% the Duke of Yark, runs up ex-
penses for security at his maln
residence, Royal Lodge, in Wind-
sor, as well as for the Saff and up-
keep of the 30-room house (the
crown estate owns the property).

Since he stepped back from of
cial duties as o member of ¢
roval family after the furr oy
his ties o Mr Epstein, it s 6
clear who pays for his security

Andrew also cwms o ski Jod
in the chic Swiss resort Verbi
for which he paid 522 million
2004, That transaction, with
French sockalite, [sabelle de B
vre, ended in litigation when h
de Rouvre sued Andrew Tor I3
ing o pay the last insmallment
the purchase.

The prince akse has a fondne
for expensive Swiss watches
is often photographed in luxo
cars.

Laust year, the Times ol Lond
reported, a prominent Consery
tiwve Party donor, David Rowlar
pakd off a loan of $2 million th
the prince owed o Lusemisou
bank. Andrew’s former wife, 5
ah, has also hod her share of
nancial problems. Bul  ma
about the couple's finances I
muing cloaked in mystery.

Saveral British papers have |
ported that the queen has oo
ered Andrew’s legal expens
and may pay his settlement. 5
draws more than 327 million
yeqr in private income from t
duchy of Lancaster, o far-fle
olection of properties she ow
in London and the north of Er
land.

By sending Andrew into kst
nal exile, the royal family m
hape to put such questions
rest, By giving up his alficial d
ties, he s nolonger entitled to 1
coive money from the pub
parse, Bt critics are stall likely
question  whether  taxpay
muoney i5 being used to pay t
seftlement with M=, Gialfre,

Royal experts snid there wa:
welcomes, if overdue, show of oo
trition in the staterment Eswed |
lawyers for the prince. In &«
lamitous interview with the B
in Movember 2009, he offered |
e regred for his association wi
Mr. Epstein or sympathy for |
victims.

“The fact that he has fally ¢
pressed regret about his relatio
ship with Epstein and sympit]
for the girls who were tralfick
by Epstein was much needes
Ms, Junor sabd.

Despite that, Andrew's futu
as & member of the House
Windsor looks bleak. Buckin
ham Palace made clear I8
muonth that there was no way |
hanorary tithes or  pemuisit
would be restored, even if e pi
vailed in a trial.
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By ANEMONA HARTOCOLLIS

In 2020, after Lilla Kilburn, &
graduate student, filed a formal
complaint potifying Harvard Uni-
versity that an anthropalogy pro-
fessor was sexually harassing her,
an investigation wos opened, &s
required by federal Law.

What happened next stunned
M. Killurn, acconding to her law-

In the course of that investiga-
thn, Harvard oblained notes from
her psychotherapy sessions, no-
cording to a federal lawsuin filed
last week In Boston, and goave
them ta John Comaroff — the pro-
feszor she had accused of kissing,
hugging and groping her — who
then used them to try to under-
mine her credibility, according to
the lawsuit,

In the wide-ranging wsult by
Ms. Hilburn and fwo other graduo-
ate students, Ma. Kilburn sccuses
Harvard of abtalning her confi-
dential therapy reconds withowt
her consent and then giving them
to O, Comiroll, s well as o other
Hervard officials,

In resction to a storm of criti-
cism, Horvard sakl that It woukl
not seck such documents withowd
the congent of the patbent, but that
my documents it acquired woukd
be shared with both sides during
i nves

Dr. Comaraff, through his law-
vers, denied any misconduct, Har-
wisrd found that Dr. Camarall had
engaged in verbal conduct that vi-
olated policies on sexusl and gen-
der-based harassment and profes-
shonal conducr.

In this tangle of charges and
clims — with so many facts in
dispute — lies a messy reality:
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Critics Attack Harvard’s Release of Therapy Records in Suit
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Asking whether a
university’s actions

were legal or ethical,

The very act of making o 1]
harassment claim can set off &
convoluted legal procedure, In
which the nocusers may not fully
understand the rules or the repes-
cussiony ol any decision, lke re-
lessing medical records, And be-
CAuse S0 MANY ACCUSETE make
clatms without @ lawyer, as Ms.
Kilburn initiadly did, they rely on
unbversites  to gulde  them
through the thicket.

In this case, experts in seonel
harassment  procesdings  ques-
tioned not only whether Harvard
acted legally to obtain Ms, Kil-
burn's mebical  records,  bul
whether it scted ethically,

University officials “nre often
thinking sbout protecting  the
school, not protecting the clent,”
said Arthur Caplan, a professor of
medical ethics at New York Uni-
vergity's Grossman  School of
Medicine,

The chain of events was set off
when Horvard asked Ms, Kilburn
for the nunes of people who had
mformation that would be reke-
vant to her case, her luwyers sail,
She gave Harvard's Office for Dis-
pute Resolutbon the name of her
paychotherapist, according o her
lavwyers, n fact that was not in the
Lawsuit.,

"Bl M=, Eilburn dicl mot intend
that her records be released to
Harvard, nor that they e shired
with Professor Comarofl™ one of
her lawyers, Russell Hommblith,
said in an email.

Yet Harvard, the lawsuit said,
contacted Ms. Kilburn's psycho-
therapkst, who was not affillated
with the university. The complaint
suggests that Harvard somehow
persuaded the thersplst o dis-

close mformation without anthor-
zaricn

Harvard then gave the noles to
Dr. Comaroff, according e the
lawsuit

Dr. Comaroff “deployed the
notes to gaslight Ma. Kilburn,
chniming that she mizst have mag-
ined that he sexually harassed her
because she was expericncing
post-traumatic stress disorder —
a condition that she developed ns
o direct result of his conduct.” the
complaing says.

The lowsult says that under
Massnchugelts law, it is a breach
of fiduclary duty and an imvasion
of privecy for a health care
provider to disclase confidential
medical information without con-
sent,

Harvard disputed Ms, Kilbarn's
accusations, which it =aid in &
statement were “in no way a fair
or accurate representation of the
thnu_ghr.l'u] steps taken by the uni-
vergity in response b0 COBCErns
that wore brought forward, the
thorough reviews conducted, and
the results of those reviews”

But the university said it conld
not discuss her case specifically
without breaching confidentinlity,
and only provided background in-
formntion on what it does typical-
ly in such cases. Harvard said it
would only contnct m therapist if a
patient sakd the therapist had rele-
want information — and then onky
with consent.

But whether Harvard should
howe parsued the  confidential
recorls 15 another mattes, acoord-
ing to Dv. Caplan, the ethicist.

she vilnerable” he sakl, “Does
she really know what she's turn-
lngmrer? It's & very fraught situa-
tion*

He added: “1'm not even sure i
youusaid it was OF to share it, thot
it wauld be OK to do it anyway™

Mebher skde would release the
name of the thermpist.

Harvard slsa sald that the par-
tes to a dispute were told that in-
formation woold be shared with
both sides, and that if they were
it willling to share i, they should
mot submit it This is standard
practice under Tithe [X, the federal
education law that mandates in-
vestigntions  into sexual  har-
assment  clalms, sakd Bren
Sokolow, o lawyer and president
of the Association of Title IX Ad-
ministrators, wha is unconnected
o the cose,

Harvard said thet oll parties
ware notified — during interviews
and in writing — of the require-
ment to share documents, and
thot it was also included in a st of
Fresuently Asked Questions on
its website.

One of De Comoroffs lawyers,

KE

Ruth O'Meara-Costello, denied
that he had gaskighted Ms. Kil-
wrm. Shve aaid in an emadl that she
had worked with the same imvesti-
gator in other Title 1X cases, and
that “sheis scrupulous about com-
municating to bath parties st in-
formation and documents they
share with the investigators will
niso be provided to the other
party”

At many universities, if a com-
plainant, e Ma. Kilburn, offers a
thernpists records as corrobora-
tom, the university will land the
accuser & consent form to fill ou
and slgn, ncheing the name of
the therapist, Mr Sololow =aid.

“We then take that form o the
therapist and ask for the records
to be released,” Mr. Sokolow said.
“We usunlly clarify with the com-
pliainant whether we are asking
for full release or a redacted
range. Amd we say, please under-
stand that if these records are re-
leazed to us and are relevant,
theyll be incorporated in the in-
vestigation [ie, which bs shared
among everyone inmvolved.”

The plaintiffs say et there is

“That's very murky in terms of  Lilia Kilbarn said Harvard obtained her therapy records without
her ool and gave thesm ko the pmfrwrr sh# had sccused,

consent, because she's pressured,

ey pecord of a signed consent
form.

In its background statcmont,
Harvard says that it is up to the
therapist to get consent from the
patient to release records — not
g 1o Harvard.

That may be legal, but it is prob-
ably not in line with the practices
of most other schoeds, Mr. Sokolow
=nid,

“They seem to have shifted the
responsibility onto  the  person
who was treating Ms. Kilburn,?
Mr. Sokolow said, adding, *[n my
experience, that's something al-
mast always orchestrated by the
institution and its investigators.”

Sameans like Ma. Kilburn may
be nafve and vulmerable, and not
able to act in her own best inter-
osts, Dr. Caplan, the medical ethi-

Sl did not have a lawyer when
she made ber complaint or when
she gave Harvard her therapists
name, Mr HKornblith said. She
hired his firm, Sanford Heisler
Sharp, last year.

The firm brought the issue of
the records to Harvard's attention
in September 2021, mnd ashed
Harvard to prevent further distri-
bation or viewing of the records,
but according to the complaint,
Harvard refused.

The lawsuit goes on to say that
Harvard  disseminated  the
records to many people involved
in addressing the complaint, in-
cluding severnl faculty members,
deans, members of the Office for
Gender Equity and Title TX co-
ordinators,

Mr. Kornblith sald that what-
ever Harvard's written policies,
Ma, Kilburn had been canght un-
awares. “1f their message is es-
sentinlly caveat empton” ho said,
“then our client is really doing a
service by warning people that
thiz is how they freat mental
henlth recordz™

Jury Rejects Palin’s Libel Claim a Day After the Judge Did the Same
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erential to decisions made by ju-
ries, Even if she does not succeed,
those who want Lo revisit the cur-
rent stanclard of libel, which wis
set by the 1964 case The New York
Times Company v Sullivan, will
contimue their push to find o case
to challenge  the  established
precedent, lagal experts said,

It requines the votes of four jus-
tices for the Supreme Court to
take a case. Given critical com-
ments that justices like Clarence
Thomas and Meil M. Gorsuch
have made about the Sullivan rul-
Inge, that may be easler to do if the
court is presented with the right
case than legal scholars would
have expected |usl a sharl fme

BEC.

“I don't think it's a big effort to
come up with the thres or four ex-
trn votes here to revisit,” said Da-
wid A, Logan, a professor at Roger
Willimrns  University School of
Law who has argued that the Sulli-
van standard is too broad.

The fact that this bedrock prin-
ciple of First Amendment law
could be up for review iz a surpris-
g development, Me. Logan add-
=l The skepticism nbout Sullivan
has come meostly, but not exclu-
shvely, from the political right.
“Twn yenrs ago, we would not be
having this conversation,” Me Lo-
gaay sald.

The Palin suit set up a high-
stakes test of the law involving
press freedoms. Lawyers for Ms,

Other paints of view

on the Opinlon pages
seven days a week.

The Mew York Times

Palin, the former governor of
Mﬂm nmed the 2008 Republican
wico-presidentinl - nomines,  ar-
gued that the legal protections in
place for half & century to shicld
journalists from  fnbility  ore
overly bromd relics of a pre-inter-
net ern. Under the Sullivan stand-
ards, a pablic figure like Ms. Palin
hns to prove that a news ouilet
acted with “actan] malice” in pub-
lishing fatse information, meaning

It displayed a reckless disregard
for the truth or knew the informa-
tion was false,

The Times, which asckoowl-
edged and corrected Lthe ermor in
guestion soon after it was pub-
lished, has not lost a libel case In
nn American courtroom inat least
50 years.

Meredith Kopit Levien, the
chief executive of the Times Com-
pamy, said on Tuesday that the ver-
dict marked “a good day for jour-
nalism” nnd "n good day for the
froe press.”

Ma. Palin told reporters oatside
the courthouse that she was “dis-
appointed” in the verdict, Asked if
she ad a message for The Times,
she said: “Tell the truth. 11's as
simple a5 that"

The jurors mude no immedints
comment after the verdict.

Ma. Palin's lawyers may get an-
other chance to meke their cass
for why press protections should
be pared back. Legnl exparts said
one avenus for asking an appeals
colrt 1o reconsider the case was to
argue that the courts should re-
wizit the broad definition of a pub-
lic figure in current law, wihich
makes |t extremely difficult for
people who have even modest
public profiles to succeasfully sue.

Bul ultimately, her appeal may
never reach the Supreme Court.

First Amendment scholars said
the appeals court may view her
cose shoptically given that both
the judge and the jury decided she
had not met her burden of proof
And the justices may (nd i@ more
palatable to take a case involving
a less politically charged public
figure.

“Theére b5 unease an he oourl
aboul The Mew York Times v Sul-
lrean test,” smid Eugene Violokh,
who teaches First Amendment

A test of a First

Amendment principle
may not be the last.

law at the University af Californka,
Los Angeles. But Mr Volokh said
he believed there was little chance
thnt Ms. Palin's case would end up
bebng the vehicle for any effort o
roll it hack because the jury did
ot believe her argument that Mr
Bennet was 50 blinded by his dis-
gust for her that he loew the edi-
torin] contained materinl that was
likely false and overlocked evi-
dence to the contrary.

=It sounds Like the jury didn®
by that," Mr. Volokh sald. ®And it
becomes very difficalt to argue to
ihe court, "Well, they thought it
wais an innocent mistake, but they
were wrong' "

Ms. Palin's subl cladmed that
The Times defamed her with an
editorial that iIncorrectly asserted
alink between her political rheto-
ric and a mass shooting near Tue-
som, Ariz., in 2011 that left six peo-
ple dead and 14 wounded, inchad-
ing Gabrielle Giffords, then n

Democratic member of Congreass.
Ms. Giffords's district had been
one of 20 singled out underneath
dighttzed cross hadrs on a map cir-
culated by Ms, Palins political ne-
tion committes, There was no evi-
dence the shooler had seée=n or was
maotivated by the map,

Thi editorial was published on
June 14, 2017, the same day a gun-
man openesd fire at s baseball fieid
in Wirginin where Republican con-
gressmen were practicing, injur-
ing seversl people, neluding Rep-
resentative Steve Scalise of Lowi-
siana, The headline was “Ameri-
ca'i Lethal Polltics” and  the
editorin] nsked whether the Vir-
ginka shooting was evidence of
how vicious American politics had
becoma. The Times corrected the
editorial the morning after it was
published after readers pointed
out the mistake,

On the witness stand, Mr. Ben-
net, who inserted the erroneous
warding into the artbele, westified
that the incident had beft him
racked witl guilt and that e lad
Thought about it almost every day

ince. “It was just a terrible mis-
iake” he sald.

Throughout  the (rial, Ms
Palin's lawyers attempted to con-
vince the jury that Mr. Bannet had
acted out of animus toward her
and, of any contrition
e later showed, made the error
through a combination of core
lessness amd o willful overlooking
of facts, Often, the evidence they
produced in intermal Times emails
and the answers they elicited dur-
ing a week of testimony painted
an unflattering picture of the in-
mer workings of the news organi-
atinn.

The Times journalists invelved
in writing, editing and fact-check-

ing the editorial testified about
lapeses and oversights they regrel-
ted. The original writer of the art-
cle said on the witness stand, for
example, thet she had not read
very carcfully the version Mr
Bennet rewrole, A [sel checker
sakd she had overlooked the line
about political incitement that
triggered Ms. Palin's suit.

Times lawyers pointed 1o 8 se-
ries of steps tiken by Mr. Bennet
and others that they said demon-
strated how serjously The Times
had taken the issee upon lenming
about the mistake — icluding an
email Mr. Bennet sent at 5 a.m. the
morning after the editorinl was
published secking to resolve the
Issue a5 soon as possible and the
fact that once The Times pub-
lished a correcthon it drew atten-
tion to it on social media,

The ruling on Monday by the
judge, Jed 5. Rakoff, came in re-
sponse [0 & routine peocedural
muotion by Times lowyers torube in
Its Eavar, which defendants have a
right to do after the plamtiff has
presented all of its evidence to the
jury. He found those claims by The
Times convincing but also criti-
cized the newspaper's error as an
exumpde ol “very unfortunate edi-
torinkizing.”

His ruling also set up an awk-
ward dynamie, coming ns juroes
were deliberating just down the
hall from the courtroam. Though
the judge instructed them not to
readd any medin coverage of the
trind, some legnd expents criticized
him for making public & dedision
that could have influenced their
verdict if they hil learned of it

There were no immediale signs
that had happened. The jury delit-
erated for roughly five hours on
Toesday before announcing its
verdict just after 2:30 pm.

Pick to Run
Universities
Draws Outcry
In Georgia

By GIVLIA HEYWARD

Georglas public university sys-
temn said on Tuesday that former
Gow. Sonny Perduwe was its sole fi-
nalist to bocome chancellor, a
choice that has outraged some
professors and bed a0 reglonal
agency o threaten the accred-
Ration af the 26-school system.

The likely appointment of Mr.
Perdue, a Republican, comes dur-
g a volatile tme in Georgin poli-
tics, with the State Legislature
considering  severnl bills  that
would ban, or imit, how race and
activism are taught in the class-
FOMHTI,

“A chancellor's job i to defend
the system against such bills”
zaid Matthew Boedy, & rhetoric
and composition professor ar the
University of North Greorgin and
the president of the Georgin con-
ference of the American Associn-
tion of University Professors. “1
can't imegine Sanny Perdue doing
that.”

The association has publicly
condemned how the university
system selected Mr Perdue, o
process that largely ocourred in
mentings without faculty input
ani closed o e puldic

Mr. Perdue served twd berms as
governor from 2003 to 2011, and
lnler became Secretary of Agrl
culture undéer President Donadd 1,
Trump. He would not be the first
governar to move into academin:
Former Gow, Janet Mapaolitano of

JACTHELTH MRARTIN ASSOCLATED PRESS

Former Gov. Sonny Perdue is
I]'u: ﬁnnli:sl rnr ulla:u‘d]m’.

Arizona, a Democrat, later rin Uhe
University of Califcrnia system,
and former Gov. Mitch Daniels of
Indiana has bed Purdue Univer-
gity since 2012

“Governor Perdue stood out for
his Impressive experience and
leadership in public service as
well 45 & vast understanding not
anly of Georgia and B communi-
ties but of the issues facing the
university system as we move for-
ward,” Harold Reynolds, the chair
of the Board of Regents, said in a
statemant on Monday:,

Mr. Perdue, a graduste of the
University of Georgia, said he con-
sdflered the opportundty to bead the
university system, which has
more than 340,000 students, &
the capstone bo o career of public
service,

"Higher sducation ks where [
wanted to have a real impact as
governor, only 1o be stymied by
twin recessions” he said in the
board-izsued statement.

In April, before the Board of Re-
gents selected Mr Perdue, the
Southern Associntion of Colleges
and Schools Commibssion on Col-
leges sent i a warning letter siat-
ing that the appointment of & for-
mitr governor cowld “place the ac-
creditation of the institution{s)
they govern in jeopardy”

11 & college loses acereditntion,
warned the agency's president,
Belle 5 Wheslan, i coubd cause
enroflmend declines, lead to bad
pulbdicity and revoke the school’s
access o federn] money.

Rewoking  accreditation to
schools including the University
al Georgln, Fort Valley State and
Georgia Southern would be a
monumental step. But the threat
ks part of the latest controversy for
the Board of Regents, which in Oc-
tober approved a new palicy
where  universities can  fire
tenured professors with linle to no
facuilty Input

The policy, according to the
American Association of Undver-
sity Pralessors, is the only one of
its kind in the country.

That decision and the selection
of Mr. Perdue are both intrusions
on acndemic freedom, Mr, Boedy,
the University of North Georgia
professar,  sakl.  It's  “mnother
denth, wound, stab in the heart for
anyboidy that works in the univer-
sity system to have someone like
thiz” he said

Mr. Perdues appointrment as |

chanceflor would also limit his
contributions o the campaign of

Davwid Perdue, his cousin and a |

former senator who is running
against Gov, Brian Kemp in May's
Republican primary,

Mr. Kemp had received Mr
Trump's endorsement n 2008, but
their relatonship deteriorated fol-
lowing the Kemp administration’s
refusal to undermine Georgin's
presidential election  results in
R0,

Stephanie Saul contributed report-
ing.
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In Setback to Industry, Families Settle Gunmaker Suit for $73 Million

Frivm Pogre Al

central alm of the lnwsukt wos to
pry open the industry and expose
it [0 muore seruling: Reminglon had
redisted turning over any internal
docimmends.

Even in a country where mass
shisotings had become o padnfully
commien occurmence, the Sandy
Hoeok massacre was a gut-wrench-
Ing moment because so mony of
the victims were so young. Presi-
dent Barack Obama, in a poweriful
speech ot o memoenal, Blended
words of bereavement with a
promise b curd the spresd of fire-
armd, though in the emd his vow
vielded little legistative oction

President Biden, n o stabement
on Teesday night, praged the set-
tlEment, saying, “While this setle-
ment does pot erase the pain of
that tragie day, it does begln the
necessary work of holding gun
meanafactirers  accountable  for
manuiaciurang  weapons of W
anl brresponsibly marketing these
firearms™

Legal experts stressed that mo
onlby hiver: most federn] gun control
efforts Failed, bt federa] immunity
for gumnakers remans a formida-
ble barrier to ltgation, Stl, the
outcome in this cnse has shown
that it i pessibile o circumvent the
tederal shield.

Like Connecticut, Mew Yark las
adopted & congumer protection
measure  that could be uwsed
agminst gunmakers: o similar bill
has besn intrgdaced in Califtonia,
ol ebected offbcials i otlher states,
inchding Mew Jersey, nre also con-
sidering  introducing  proposals
that could offer a tempdate [o fam-
e of victims In mass shootings.

The familiea contended that
Remingron violated state law by
promosing the weapon with an ap-
proach  appealing o so-called
eoich comrmandas and trowlled
young men like the gunman in the
Sandy Hook massacre,

Micole Hockley, whose G-year-
old =on Dodnn was killed, said the
docioments inclisded in the setlle-
ment were cracind — and “paint a
pleture of o company that lost its
way, choosing more aggressive
rmarketing campaigns for profic”

Lawyers for the company did
nel immediately retarn calls for
comment. The agreement was dis-
closed in documents filed in Con-
necticut Superior Court on Toes:
day, butit did notdivalge detadls of
the semlement, wmchuding  the
amount the tamilies woubd receive,

The fnancial senlementis being
pakd by insurance companies that
had  represented Remington,
which i in bankrupicy, As a resulr,
gun industry officials sadd tlsat
Remingron Cutdoor Company “ef-
Tectively nolonger exists,” and the
decision i sefile “was nol made by
a member of the firearms vdus-
try”

Gun Industry representatives
said the sestbement would not seto
patferm “This settlement orches-
trabed by insurance cormpanies lkas
ni dmpact on the strengeh nnd effi-
cacy” of federal lnw, Mark Oliva,
spokesman for the Mational Shool-
I Sports Foundation, o fivearm
trade nssocintion, =akd in n state-
menk.

The assecintion remained confi-
dent thal the company “woald
have prevailed if this case. pro-
ceded to trial,’ M Oliva sald.

Still, the agresment is believed
to be the Largest and most signifi-
canmt -settlement since the gun
lobbay, bed by the Mational Rifle As-
socialion snd congresgiomal Fe-
pubdbcans, enncted the Protection
of Lawful Commerce in Arms Act
in 2005, providing a potent legal
shield to gun manufacturesrs and
dealers. When President George
WL Buzh signed the kegislation, be

praised it 4% a necessary saleguand

Kristin Hussey, Glern Thrush and
Michael [ Shear contributed re
pording. Susan O Beachy condrib-
ulfed research,

to “stem frivoloas lnwsuits"

Cme al the higgest previois $e-
tlernents had come a vear earlier,
in 2004, when Bushmaster and a
wenpons dealer agreod to pay 52.5
millien 1o the families of people
Eilled in sniper attacks in 2001 in
Washington, Marylasl mul Vicgin-
ta, after they were sued by the
Brody Center to Prevent Gun Vie-
lence, a leading gun control groep,

But the task has became mioch
muore difficult since the pnssage of
the Eability shield, which one top
gun mdustry executive called the
“only reason we have a firearnms
industry  smymore”  In recent
vears, lawyers for anti-violence
groups have increasingly turmed to
state=level lows totry tomake their
CASES,

“Thisis.an important win for vic-
tims of gun vicdence and the move-
ment (o hold the gun indusiry ac-
countatle” sald Jomathan Lowy,
chief counsel for Brady, as the or-
ganization is now known. 11 semks
a powerlul message o these eec-
ntives — even with your special
protections, you can and will be
held accountaile for gun vedence,”
b s,

Remingiton had proposed] sed-

Hing with the families for £33 mil-
lion last wear, as a triad daste
looemsed. In July, Me Hoskall said
tyer familes turned the offer down
becaese of its “glaring inadequn
oy

Al the outset, legnl experts said
the case had Eiile chance of sue-
ceeding, believiig that the claima
ran headlong into the federal pro-
tections, which have cut short
other similar legal claims.

£F Adoam Skaggs, the chiel coune
s for [he Gilfocds Low Center Lo
Brevent Gan Violence, recalled ex-
pressing his doubts to Mr. Koskoff,
telling him, *You're going to have a
relly lard e getting anound the
L nity lame”

In reference o (hat law, he saxid
on Tuesday: = This case says thar it
may be o hard needbe tothread, ot
it can be threafed”

The lswsuil seized upon an ex-
ception buils into the law thar al-
lows for litigaton over sabes and
marketing practices that violate
state il federnl kw, The families
=nid thal Reminglon, the gun-
maker, violated a state consumer
law by marketing and promoting
It= produects in o way that encour
wged illegal Behavior,

NCVSNC g FELL) aSSOERATID PRESS.

The families poimted to the way
the company partrayed the AR-15-
style Bushnuaster rifke a8 a weapon
of war, with the use of slogans and
product placement In video gomes
that invoked combat vislence, The
bvwsnlt contended that hypermas-
culine themes — incheding an ad-
vertgement with o photograph of
the weapon and fhe slogan “Con-
shler your man card relssued™ —
specilically appealed o roubled
young men, lke the Sandy Hook
gunman, who wos 20,

The lawsuit was originally fled
i Connectieut state court in 2004,
and it meandered fs way through
ke court systemn for years without
making much progress,

An appeal broughe by the fam-
ilies elevated the case to the Stale
Supreme Cowrt.

The stale aftorney general, g
vitlence prevention groups and &
statewide association of school su-
perintendents wrote in suppart of
b families case, Bul the Maticmal
Shooting  Sports Foundation  ar-
gmed that the Inwsalt wos trving o
achieve “regulation throwgh litgga-
tion.”

Remington's lawyers echod the

position inoral arguments

SETIH WM SSDOINTTT MRS

Clockwise from above: Mary [YAvine and a picture of her daugh-
ter Rachel DVAvino; Veronique Die La Rosa, mother of MNoah
Pozner; a Connecticut State Police detective in 2013 with a Bush-
master AR-15 rifle, the same type of gun used in the shooting,

Mo maiter how ragc,” James
B, Vogts, a lawyer for the company,
told the jussices, “no matter how
much we wish those chilifren and
their teachers were not Jost and
those damages not suffered. the
lnw needs to'be npplied dispassion-
ately”

In & 4403 ruling, the justices
ruled that the cige coild move
ahead based on a state law regard-
ing unfair trade practices. Several
months kater the LS. Supreme
Court cleared the way for the cage
to continue, denying an appeal
brought by Reming ton

Over wears of recurring
episodes of mass viokence — in-
cluding deasdby shoolings last vear
at & Colorade grocery store amd a
spree in wikich eight people were
killed in massage parlors in and
arvund Atlanta — those broasd pro-
tections faced renewsd seruting.

In Mew York, lnowmakers passed
legislation in June that woald clas-
sily the dlegal or improper miarked-
ing or sale of guns ns a nuisance, a
technical distinction that support-
ers saad would bolster Htggation
Against gun eompanies.

But Timothy D, Lytton, o low
professor and expert on the fire

ECTTH WICMIG R SSOCIATTD Tss

arms industry at Georgin Stale
University, sadd tlsar such stote-
lewel legislation s unlikely to be
witlespread,

Some efforrs have been made in
& handful of states ke Calidornda to
pass lows circumyventing protec-
tons for gun manufacturers, but
they remain rare. “Most of the
counl ry — or af l=ast hall the coun-
Iy — ig not looking for ways tolib-
eralize or open the door to litiga-
tion,” he said, “They're looking for
ways (o expand gun rights and
clamp down anytiing that would
restriot supply”

He and orher begal experts cau-
tioned that it was unclear if the set-
tlement woulzl open the floodgates
o rnvore hitigation,

For tamilles imvalved in the case,
though, the agreement felt like o
measure of justios,

“David ond 1 will sever have
true  justice,”  said  Francine
Wheseder, whose son Bed was
kifled, speaking for ersetf and her
hmsband at a news conference on
Tuesday, "True justice wouki be
our 15-year-oll, healthy and stand-
Ingz next tous right now, But Benmy
will never be 15, He will be & for-
ever, becmese he is gone florever”

Prosecutors Center Argument on Arbery Killers’ Failure to Help as He Lay Dying

By TARIRO MZEZEWA
sl RICHARD FAUSSET

BRUNSWICK, Ga. — Prosecu-
tors in the hate crimes trind of Al-
mand Arbery’s puraners on Tues-
day focused on shoewing the ways
in which the government belleves
that the defendants’ racism mani-
fested ifself on the day Mr. Arbery
was murderad — including the
tact that they did not try to help
him as ke Lay dying in the street

Dering the second day of the
federal trial, lnwyers from the U5,
Justice Department showed body
camera footage from one of the
first podice offloers to areive on the
geenpe O the witness stind, Rich-
ard [Hal of the Georgla Burean of
Investigation, noted that Mr Ar-
berys head and right leg could be
seen noving on the video s he lay
In the street after belng shot by
Travis McMichael, 16

The three white men who
chased Mr, Arbery, 0 2%enr-old
Black man, were close by atl the
time the body camera video
footage was mecorded, and they
appear on the videos, cooperating
with sficers and describing wlat
happened, But Mr, Dial noted that
nore of them sdministered aid to
Mr. Arbery Me Mebichiaels fa-
ther, Gregory Mchlichael, 66, mwld
police officers on the scene that he
had moved Mr Arb=ey's arm alfer

he was shot to try o detérmine
whether he was armed, He was
T,

Al aboul the same time, Greg-
ary Mehichnel called Mr, Arbery
an “nsshole” in o conversation
with the police,

Sorne of these details were di-
vulged In o pecent state trial, in
which the men were found guiliy
al murder and sentenced o iz i
prizon. Bat the details wok o a
different impertance in the federal
triad, which centers on whether
the MeMichasls and their neigh-
bor, William Bryan, 52, depeived
B Arbery of his dghtl to use the
publle streets becanse he was
Black.

The men could face additional
life sentences [or the federal
charges they face, which melude
attempied kidnapping and weap-
ons charges for the McMichaels,

Ln opening statements on Mon-
day, Bobbl Bernstedn, a Justice
Department Inwver, told jurors
about ugly and explicit expres-
sionsof rocism the men had used
af other tmes m theie lives, She
caid evidence would show that
rwoof the men, Mr, Brynn and the
younger Mr. MchMichael, nsed roc-
Bl shirs and cormpared Black peo-
ple to anlmals.

COm Tuesday, prosecutors put
Mr Dial, the state’s lead investiga-
o in the murder case, on the

PCRCHL PHOTT: BY STEFHEN B MOKTON

Ciregory MeMichael and his son, Traviz MeMichael, in a Geongia
court in November for the verdict in the killing of Ahmaud Arbery,

stand a5 they walked the jury
through the events of Feh, ¥,
2040, That afterncon, Mr, Arbery
lad jogrged into Satilln Shores, the
South - Gessgin  nekghborhood
where the three men bved, Me
Dial gaid. The defendants, whe
thought Mr. Arbery was a possibie
crime suspect, used n padr of
trucks o chase him lor more than
five minutes, undil the yousnger Mr
MeMichae]l shot him three times
M close range with a [Z-gaige
shotgumn

Mr Dial noted on Toezsdny that
no emergency calls to the police
had been made by the men during
the chase untll moments before
Mr Arbery was shot, when Greg-
ory McMichael used his son's
phone to call 911

Procecutors, who argue that the
men assumed Mr Arbery might
have been  crimingl becauss he
wirs Block, also played a recording
of Me. MeMichael telling the police
that Mr. Arbery had “broken into a
house™ in the neighborhoeod on ne-

meErnls [T E

Video surveillance  footape
slyows Me Arbery visiting a house
unider construction several times
in the weeks leading up to his
death, mcluding one wisit In e
moments before he was chased.
But in none of the surveillance
footage ia e seen taking or dam-
aging property from the lwuse,
which hogl ne deor or walls ar the
time. Ms. Bemnstein pepeatedly
asked M Dial if Mr. Arbery [ook
anything from the house on any of
his visits. Mr. Dhal sabif no. She also
mted theat Me Arbery did not have
a wallet, & Backpack o wsything
etse with him when he was killed

K. Dal sad that thess visits
did not amount to a crime umder
Georgia law. During cross-exami-
nation, AL Balbo, a lnwver for
Gregory . MeMichasl, nzked the
agent if he would find it suspicions
il someone was repeatedly enter-
inga constrisction siteat night. Mr.
Dhinl said that in his experence,
curious people visit constructon
sites all the time

Lawyers for the defendants also
emphasized that thedr chents ad
cooperated with investigators, of-
fering to make statements and ac-
cede to search requests.

The prosecution also  called
neighboes of the defendants to the
stuwl, incleding Danmiel  Allcotr,

wif by sanicl le wins b his house whes
he ond his wite heard three loud
bangs — the shotgum biasts that
kllled Mr Arbery. From their pa-
rage window they could see Mr
Arbery’s body right outskde his
himse.

Mr Allcott outlined what he saw
i The ensuing hours: a police offi-
cer kneeling over Mr Arbery's
body, Travis MceMichael sitting on
the ralsed flower bed In Mr All-
cott's yard, Gregory Mecbichael
apenking on the plione,

He remembered aday when Mre
Arbery's parents came to the
house with & wreath and a cross in
hand, oping tocreate a memoriak
tor their Son. He allowed them to
do se, hegaid, holding back tears.

“What do you say to & family
that's lost their son?” he said,

Jurors appeared attentive
throaighaout Mr.  Allcoll’s  festi-
oy, Many took potes and some
grew emotional, particularly as
M. Alleost described Me Arbery's
parents visiting the sie of the
killing. One Black woman on the
jury wiped tenrs from her eyes,
first with her hands then with a os-
e,

Mr. Albeott sadd lee and las fam-
ily harve sinoe moved away from
their louse in Satilla Shores. It
never felt like home after Me Ar-
bery was killed there, he sajd.
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How a Candidate for Senate Became Trump’s ‘No. 1 Ally’ in Ohio

From Page Al

“drain the swamp® for his an-
nouncement video,

Mr. Mandel has not looked back.
As he mums for the 115, Senate in
Dhig, the di-year-old politician
has become one of the natlon's
mast  strident  crusaders  for
Trumpism, mekfing conspimcy
theories pmd white grievance poli-
tics to amnss a following that has
meadde him a leading contender for
the G.O.P nomination in this Re-
publican-leaning state.

His politheal evolution — from a
som of suburban Cleveland to war-
rior for the Make America Great
Again movement — (80t unigue.
Across the country, rising stars of
thi: pre-Trump ern have shed the
traditional Republicanism of their
past to follow M Trump's far-
right brand of pofitics, cementing
the former president's influence
over the next generation of the
party’s lenders,

But Mr Mandel's transforma-
tion has been particularly  strik-
ing. Friends, strafegists and sup-
porters win powered his start in
public life =ay that Mr. Mandel has
so thoroughly rejected his politi-
cal roots in Clevelands liberal
leaning suburbs that he is nearly
unrecognizabie o them. Some are
convinced that his shift began as a
clear political calculation — fol-
lowing his party to the right. Bot
with his recent entrenchment on
the fringe, many now wonder if it
is not just Mo Mandels public
identity that has changed, but also
his befiefs.

“He's twisting himsell into
something he wasn't, just to win
an election.” said Mr. Coog, who is
not & Trump suppartes and has do-
nated to Mr Mandel's opponents.
“Telling obvious lies," he said, “is
not part of the gnme. It's inten-
tional. And you have to beliove
that, if you say it that often”

Mr. Mandel has burned protec-
tive masks and blamed the “deep
siate” for the pandemic and has
claimed that former Pressdent
Barack Obama runs the current
White House, He has rejected the
separation of church and state
and said that he wants to “shut
dowmn gevernment schooks and put
schools In churches and syna-
Evpues” The grandson of Holo-
caust survivars who were aided
by resertlement organizations, he
has compared a federnl vaccine-
or-testing mandate to the nctions
of the Gestapo, and today's Al
Ehen refugees to “alligators™

And he denies that President
Biden was legitimately elected.
“H is my president,” Mr. Mandel
said recently in a video,
to a Trump sign in an Ohio corm-
field.

“1 want to believe that this is a
character he is playing,” said Rob
Zimmerman, a Democral and for-
mer city councilman from Shaker
Heights, Ohio. Mr Zimmerman
spent hours. advising and fund-
raising for Mr Mandsl, viewing
him as a politician who could
bridge partisan divides, *IL is jaw-
droppingly different. The Josh
Manded of 2003 — of 2006, even —
would not recognize the Josh
Manded of 20217

“This," Mr. Zimmerman mdded,
“has broken my heart”

Mr. Mandel declined to be inter-
viewed for this article. Since
launching this carmpaign, his third
for the Senata, he has largely spo-
ken through conservative medin
outlets and his active Twitter feed,
which was resiricied last year for
violating the platform's rules on
“hateful conduct” (Me Mandel
creatod a poll asking which “ille-
gnls” — either *Muslim. Terror-
sts™ or "Mexican Gangbangers”

Kewin Williams condributed report-
ing from Tro, (hhin, Susan C
Beachy contributed research.

— woukd commit more crimes. )

When a reporter for The Mew
York Times attended o campaign
event on Jan. 25 at & church in
Troy, Ohio, Mr. Mandel smgled
him out and denounced the news-
paper in Trump-like terms, calling
it “the enemy of the people™ and
“evil”

Elsewhere, Mr. Mandel has dis-
puted that his politics have
changed, arguing instead that he
isin syne with the people he hopes
to represent. “The voters in Ghio
in the post two presidential elec-
tioms have mide it very clear, they
dan't want & moderale running
Ohio or running America,” he tokd
alpeal cable news station afler an-
nouncing his candidacy last year,
“I'm the opposite of a modorate.”

Other Republicans challenge
Mr. Mandel's assessment of what
muist Ohio voters want. Brad Kas-
tan, & Republican donor who has
known Mr Mandel for two dec-
ades, said he worried that the can-
didote was “painting himself into
a eormer 50 far out that he can't
win® in a general election

Tn & state that has moved o the
right, backing Mr. Trump by eight
percentmge points m 2020, Mr
Mandel has been pelling ahead of
his primary rivals, inclhading Jane
Timken, a former head of the Ohio
Fepublican Party, and 1.0, Vance,
an author made famous by his
memair *Hillbilly Elegy.” Much af
the primary has revolved amownd
winning Mr. Trump's endorse-
memt,

Last spring, when summoned
along with other candidates to
Mar-n-Lage o jockey for Mr
Trump's support, Mr. Mandel
promised 1 hodd nothing back 1o
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win the seat, according to n person
with knowledge of the meeting
whi asked for amonymity to re-
weal a privale conversation.

Mr. Momddel's stridency has sur-
prised some in Beachwood, an af-
fluent, predominantiy Democratic
suburb dotted with synagogues,
where Mr, Mande] was a quarter-
back for his high school foothall
team and then mamied into a
wealthy Cleveland family,

Mr. Mandel showed an earty tal-
ent for standing ouat in a crowd at
Ohbo State, where he erected a 30-
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The LLS. Senate candidate Josh Mandel, above center, has
morphed into a erusader for the right. Friends and supporters
whe helped him gel his start as a moderate Bepublican say he is
nearly unrecognizable, Left, with Sen. Marco Rubio in 2015,

foof inflstable King Kong on the
Ccampus green to draw attention to
his run for student government
and wom the presidency, twice,

Shortly after graduating from
the School of Law at Case Western
Reserve, he won o City Couneil
seat In Lyndhurst, a Cleveland
suburh, drawing on support from
his tight-knit community. When
Albert Ratner, a major real estate
developer and Ohio power broker,
hosted a fund-raises for M. Man-
del, the candidare made & podnt of
downplaying his Republican affili-
ation: *1 really den'l care abou
partisanship” he said, according
to several people who recounted
the gnathering,

Mr. Mandel amended just one
City Council meeting before de-
ploying 1o Ireg as an intelligence
specialist in the Marine Corps Re-
sarve. On his return trip hame, his
re-entry into U5, airspace wis an-
nounced af & high schoal foatball
garme Lo a cheering crowd.

AL 28, he won a seal in the Ohio
Legiglamure, where he showed a
kesn understanding of the conser-

valive causes that energized
party activists. At one polat, he
took on the State House speaker, a
fellow Republican, over a policy
requiring minksters who led pray-
ors in the chamber to submit their
remarks in advance. The ralionalks
was bo avoid proselytizing in te
Legislature, Mr. Mandel declared
it an affront to religions liberty

“You know wha fought the bat-
tle for cur religious freedom? A
28-yeur-old Jewish guy,” said Lor
Viars, an abortion-rights oppo-
nent who supparts. Mr. Mandel's
Senate bid, *I was 5o pleased o
=ew him standing wp when really
o others did*

Running for siate treasurer in
2010, Mr. Mandel was accused of
trafficking in Muslim stereotypes
after o campaign md falsely im-
plied that Kevin Boyee, the Demo-
cratic incumbent and a Black
man, was a Muslim.

Bul Mr. Mandel's reaction to the
criticism cuts a comtrast with the
“fighter™ image thal he projects
today. His campaign palled the ad
and he expressed regret, both

SlADOE WOCARVEY PR THE MW YORK TIMES

M. Mandel with a supporter in January, Me Mandil is a leading contender in Ohio for the Senate.

publicly and privately o M

"1 think he had a sense of what's
right and what's wrong, amnd 1
think he knew that wasn't a right
md," said Mr Bowee, whom Mr
Mande] defeated. *He had a very
strong reputation then as a mod-
erate Republican and he seemed o
little more rersonnbie.”

Me Mandel had pledged to
serve a full four-year term as
treasurer. But he took the first
steps toward a Senate compaign
five months after winning the job.

He won the 20012 primary by
courting Tea Party activisis, bt
ran in the general election against
Senator Sherrod Brown, the -
cumbent Democrat, as s business-
friendly Republican. Campaign-
I that year for Mitt Romney, the
G.0LF. presidentinl pomines, Mr
Mandel said be believed that Ohic
voters rejected “hyperpartisan-
ship® and wanted leaders who
would “rise above it all to do the
right thing.”

{Mr. Mandel's appraisal of Mr
Romney, now o Senalor and
Trump critic, has curdled. “Min
Romney s & loser,” he sald last
year)

Mr. Mandel's sharpast palitical
pivot came after the 2016 presi-
dential race. He had endorsed
Marco Rubio, then fell in behind
Mr Trump after he capiured the
nominathon, though he privately
expressed  doobts  about  Mr
Trump's credfibility and business
acumen and sometimes gave ox-
cuses when asked o stump for
him, aecording o friends and for-
mer Trump campalgn abdes.

After the October relense of the
"Access  Hollywood™ tape, in
which Mr. Trump was heard mak-
Imp vulgar comments about wom-
en, Mr. Mandel condemned the re-
marks but affirmed his suppert
for Trump, saying e would be bet-
ter than Democrats on issues like
gun rights, religious liberty and
the Supreme Court.

Within weeks after Mr Trump's
vielory, Mr. Mandel was matching
Mr. Trump in rhetorte and tone.

At the postolection Trump radly
In Cincinnati, he said Chin's cities
would becomse so-called sancts-
ary cities “over my dead body”
over chants of “Build the walll™

Texlay, he calls hims=ll Mo
Trump's “MNo. 1 akly” in Glio.

Mr. Mandel's secomd Senate
campaign ended in his withdrwal
from the race in January 2018, cit-
imy hils wife's health, The two later
divarcedl The Cincinnati Enguinsr
5 suing w unseal his divorce
records, A campaign worker now
imvolved in a relationship with Mr.
Mande] has been cited in local
news reports as having driven
other employees to quit.

In Beathwood, discussions of
Mr. Mandef's politics can be as
emotionally intense as a famdly
fend. More than o dozen people
approached in the alfuent suburk
declined to be interviewsd, spme
saying they did nol want to have
o avert thedr eyes when they saw
his relatives at the local coffee
shop or the Beechmont Country
Cluky,

Some friends and former sup-
porters said that in more recent
encounters with Mr. Mandel they
had searched for signs of the
voung man they once supported
or even pleaded with him to coase
his drift into Tar-right-wing pali-
Lheg.

‘The criticism, they sabd, didn't
Segm [0 register

“He made the decision that ‘My
path hore @5 to be allin on
Tramp, ™ said Alan Melamed, a
Democratic  political  consultany
who first met Mr. Mandel decades
ago. “Since then, he has been go-
ing down the path al ‘How far to
the right can [ go, and how out-
ragaous can 1 be’

“People  can  change,”
Melarmed added. "And he did”

Mr.

Democrats, With Eye on Midterms, Search for Ways to Bring Down Rising Prices

By EMILY COCHRANE
and MICHAEL D. SHEAR

WASHINGTON — The White
House and congressional Demo-
crats, concerned about rapidly ris-
Ing prices across the nation tleat
could sour volers alead of boom-
g midterm electhons, are dis-
cussing tempararily suspending
the federal gas tax and revamping
their marques  domestic policy
package to include an effort to re-
duce the budget deficir.

The discussions are aimed at
addressing widespread econamdc
anxiety and salvaging whatever
they can of President Biden's
apeawling socinl safety net, cli-
mate and tax Increase bill, known
a% the Build Back Better Act, be-
fore members of Congress face
wirlers in MNovember,

Druring a private party lunch on
Tuesday, Democrats batted
around an arroy of legislation to
help reduce costs on food and
oither essentials, nccording to sen-
ators and aides briefed on the pri-
wale discussion, including a plan,
proposed last week, 1o suspend
the gas tax ol 184 cents per gallon
through Jan. 1.

Wetre going to focus like a la-
seT on reducing costs — the new
proposals and new bdeas keep
coming,” said Semator  Chuck
Schumer of Mew York, the major-
ity leader, who pointedly pri-

oritized guestions aboul "culting
costs” at his weekly news confes-
ence, “We're going to propose leg-
islarion and we're going to move
forward, and we're going to go
hack to our states and start talk-
ing about thess things”

Many of the Democratic sena-
nors fecing towgh re-slection fights
this year have rallied behind the
idea of a gas tax holiday, billing it
A5 an easy way to provide eco-
namic reliel. Senator Mark Kelly,
Democrnt of Ariconn and a lead-
ing proponent of the legistation,
described it on Tuesday as “some-
thing that directly helps peopls
right now when they need iL°

White Houwse officials have nol
rejected the idea as a way to tem-
pararily lessen high gas prices.
But it appeared unlikely to secure
enough support to pass the Sen-
ate, where a supermajority of 80
vores is needad to advance most
legislathon, and lawmakers in both
parties rised concerns about how
effective it would be in lowering
prices for consumers and how it
would be reinstatecd.

Senator Joe Manchin 11T of
West Virginia, n key Democratic
centrist, bluntly declared on Tues-
day that the plan “doesn’t moke
sense”

Democrats are also  quictly
Moating ways to revive M Biden's
domestic pollcy plan, including
scaling it hack oxtensively from

the 522 irillion wversion that
pazszed the House last fall, which
Mr. Manchin has called unaecepl-
able, particularky in light of rising
inflation

They have floated ways 1o nar-
row the mensure's scope, pri-
oritizing $500 billion to address
climate change, expanded Afford-
able Care Act subsidies and a
measure (o lwer the oost ol pre-
scription drugs, sccording to offi-
cials involved in preliminary dis-
cussions who spake on the condi-
tion of anonymity to discuss them,
Privately, Mr. Riden's economic
tearm has talked for weeks about
Including & deficit  reduction
measure in the package, to ad-
dress Mr Manchins concerns
about the national debe.

Mr. Biden's economic advisers
are also keenly sware of the need
for him to aggressively confront
rising prices, which are contribut-
ing to the fecling among many
Americans that the economy s
getting  worse, despite  record
growth in jobs,

Privately, his top akdes say they
recognize the importance of con-
fronting the economic pain that
many Americans feel, and are
hopeful that Congress may pass
some legisiation o help, The Con-
sumer Price Index data for Janu-
ary excesded lorecasis, showing
prices jumped 7.5 percent over the
year and 0.5 percent over the past

month,

Om Copitol  Hill, awmnkers
have stepped up efforts to find a
solution,

"It's mare than trying — [ think
it's important we do somathing
about it,” said Senator Jon Tester,
Democrat of Montana, who spoke
during Tuesdny’s lunch about his
bipartisan  proposal to address

Seeking a rebound
after the failure of
their marquee bill.

anti-competitiveness in the meat-
packing industry as a way to
lower prices, acconding to an aide.

Senntor Debbie Stabenow of
Michigan, & member of Demacral-
ic leadership and a co-sponsor of
the pas (ax legislation, sail
“There's more to do, and that's
what we're focused on for the
coming year, as it relates to the
costs that families are fesling ev-
ery single day”

‘Wikite House officials have also
sought to focus attention on & so-
ries of actions aimed at relning in
prices, including efforts to in-
crepse competition in the meat-
packing industry, eliminate botile-

necks al ports and sddress the
global shortage of semiconduc-
tors, which is driving up the cost of
CATE.

Republicans, who have gles
fully hammered Demsocrats for
their fallure to address inflation,
seoffed at a gas tax holiday, argu-
ing that it would do linke o ad-
dress  the country's  economic
problems and nstesd was & gam-
bt to provide political cover.

=1 think i1’ a desperate cry for
help," said Senator John Thune of
South Damkota, the Mo, 2 Republi-
can and among the senators run-
ning for re-election this year =1
think they realize that they're on
the wrong side of the energy issue
and the wrong side of the inflathon
iszue, and thot, you know, the
American people are going o
want answars."

In remarks on Toesday to the
MNational Association of Counties,
Mr. Biden made the case for his
broader social spending measure,
argulng that providing money for
child care, preseription drugs and
home health care workers could
hetp bring doewn costs for millions
of Americans.

“There ks real inflation, and if
you're in a working-cliss family, it
huris. That's why my Build Back
Bettar plan — what's it all abowt,”
he saick “Look, families are get-
ting clobbered by the cost of ev-
eryduy things."

But senior aides 1 Mr Biden
are epger 1o keep him away from a
public back-and-forth with law-
makers, They have sabd they be-
lieve the endless negotiations
with members of his own party
tas1 year made him look weak and
helped drag down his approval
ratings.

and on Capitol Hill, senators
and mides coutioned thal conver-
sathons remained preliminary.

"We're having s of discus-
sions with individual senators to
get Bulld Back Better moving
again,” Mr. Schumer snid on Tues-
day. “We're siting down and dis-
cussing  things with Senator
Manchin, and we wantl to hear
what he has to say”

While they initially aimed for &
multitrillion-dollar domestic pol-
icy initintive, some Demincrots
sajd they would be willing to in-
clude deficit-reduction provigions
if it meant seeing some of their
spending prioritles signed into
Lawe

Senalor Brian Schatz, Demo-
crat of Hawadi, said he would con-
sider doing so “begrudgingly,” if it
was the onfy way of passing any
part of Mr. Biden's plan.

But he mdded, T don't think
there's any doubt that people are
rritated and struggling with the
increased coxl of living, and we
hawe to show & collective determi-
nation to focws on that™
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By CHRISTINA JEWETT
and EMILY COCHRANE

The Senate on Toesday nar-
rowly confirmed De Robert Califf
as commissioner of the Food and
Drug Administration, a8 key fed-
eral agency that has been without
apermanent chief for mare than a
yvearlong stretch of the coromsavi-
rus pandemic.

The vole wiag 50 16 468, with six
Republicans crossing the aksle to
support him while five senators
whi caucus with Democrats op-
posed him. One senator vobed
present,

D Califf, who is 70, is expected
to be sworm in this week. He fnces
i hpoming Murry of décisions — in-
cheding intense scrutiny of a co-
ronavirus vaccine for children un-
der & and reviews of e-cigarette
applications like Juul's bid to stay
om the market.

In recent weeks, Dr Coliff's
viddds of o secomd confirmation
looked increasingly long as oppo-
sition mounted over concerns
aboul how he would respond o
the opioéd epidemic and the agen-
cy’s handling of abortion drug
rules. The White House e
sponded by trying to rally support
in Congress and among other al-
hies, with mainsrream medical so-
cieties and & bipartisan group of
sin former EDA. commissioners
coming o Dir, Codifi™s defense,

Semntor Richard Burr, Republi-
can of Morth Caroling, was oneof a
hamdful of G.OP senators who
bivcked D Califf and offset some
Democrats’ oppesition. On Tues-
day, Mr. Burr called on other sena-
tors to confirm D Califf, saying
the FILA, b gone 281 doys with-
out a permanent leader.

*1 urge my colleagues to sup-
port Dr Califf's nomination be-
couse he will provide the leader-
ship needed o promofe oday’™s
biomedical advancements and
help to pave the way for tomor-
row's inmonvation.” Mr Burr said

Despite some Republican swp-
port, semators In both parties,
ranging from liberal Democrats
leery of his ties to the pharmaceu-
tical industry o conservative Re-
publicans in lock step with the
anti-abortion movement, posed
formidable oppositkon.

By contrast, Dr. Califf breezed
it thie commissioner role in 2016
Incawote of & to 4, with strong sup-
port from hath sides of the ndske,
Some of the hesdwinds he has
taced since Presidant Biden nomi-
nated him in Movember are from
the same Democratic senators
whi opposed him =ix years ago.
Back then, Senator Jor Manchin
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Senate Confirms New F.D.A. Commissioner in Tight but Bipartisan Vote
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Div. Robert Califf, above, won the support of Richard Burr, far right, one of six G.OVF, senatars to back him. Senator Joe Manchin 1, center, a Democrat, voted no,

I, Democrat of West Virgimin,
vaiced concerng abaul Dr. Calill's
ties to the pharmaceutical indus-
try amid the opicid epidenic that
by 3016 had already killed thou-
sands,

Om Friday, Mr. Manchin called
on Mr Biden to withdrow the
naminatim in an opinion essay,
noting that while Dr Califf
pledged to make changes the Inst
time he was commissioner, the
EDA. approved five new opioids
in 2006 anxd 2017.

“] have never been more pro-
foundly confident of & vote I'm go-
ing o cast than | am right now,”
Mr. Manchin said in & fiery floor
speech on Monday, directly plac-
ing partial blame for the wors-
oning cpidemic on Dr. Cakiff. Op-
pasition o his nomination, B
Manchin added, would “sond o
message (o this administration, to
our president, that we need A new
direction at the FD.AS

“We need people who Want to
protect us” he concluded, “npot
people who allow drogs w destroy
ns"

Just before the vore an Teesday,
Senator Edward Markey, Demo-
eral of Massachusens, denounced
the EDAS role in becoming the
“country’s biggest pill pusher”
and swid D Califf did Tinde o ad-
dress the problem in his previows
=Hnt as conumissioner,

“There was no real commit-
ment to reforming the ETLA, or o

lenming from the mistnkes that
enabled this public health erisis”
Mr. Markey said.

Dr. Calilf also Faced jressure
from abortion foes over the
FDACS risk-management palicies
related to abortion medications.
The influential Susan B. Anthony
List arganization, which opposes
nbartion, has canvassed lnwmnk-
ers about changes made during
Dr. Califf’s prior I&nure &% com-
missioner that ensed access 1o
medication abortion plls,

During a Senate hearing in De-
cember, D, Calill expressed confi-
dence in the agency's ability to
hamdle decisions about the medi-
cations again. Two days after thag
hearing, the EDA. anmounced
thot women could receive the pills
by mail afier a telehealih appaint-
ment, eliminating a roquiremant
[or an in-person evalwation.

The Susan B, Anthonmy List an-
nounced thit i would "score” the
vote on Dr Califls nomination,
meaning it will be considersd in
the Organizafion's aesessments
for lawmakers' “pro-life score-
card.” Republicans up for re-elec-
ton often seek the group's en-
dorsomaent

Semator Steve Daines, Republi-
can of Montann, spoke in opposi-
tion before the vobe, criticizing D
Califf's robe in the abortion madi-
cation changes,

“Dr. Califf has refused to dis-
tnnce himself from the FDuA, deci-
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Mask Mandates Soon Ending in Many States

By ALYSSA LUKPAT

America’s patchwork of Covid
restrictions has begun to look
e like & crazy quill.

Since o parmde of blee-state
povernors began loosening  re-
strictions last week in response to
rapidly declining caselpads, mone
states and cities hawve since fal-
lowed suil, Bul officials in some
citics and school districts are
leeping mandates in place, with
rules varying county by county in
SOIME CASES,

In Califirmin, state heabhh i
thoritbes said Monday that whide
some  pandemic  restrictions
would be lifted, schoclchildren
woild =il e required o wear
masks for ab lesst another two
wesks, And a mask mandate e
mipins i effect in Los Angeles
County.

In  Virginia, Gow. Glenn
Youngkin, a Republican, is ex-
pected to sign @ bifl that would
make wearing mnsks in schools
voluntary nnd require schools to
offer in-person instruction,

Mask mandates in REhode 1s-
land, Delawsre and Nevada ended
last week.

Restrictions are lonsening de-
spite the United States reporting
about 2400 deaths each day —
mare than at any point of the pon-
demic except last winter — and
maore than 150,000 new cnses

While the movement to ease re-
atrictions began in swing states
like Colorade, Pennsyivanin and
Michigan, its spread to some of

the biuest states reflects & country
enlering & new palitical phase in
the nearly two-year pandemic.
Many indoor mask requirements
have evolved, but vaccine man-
iates have largely remained un-
changed.

Federal rules sl require
misks on all forms of public trans-
partation and in (ransportation
hub=, ncluding in subway sta-
tions, bus terminals and airports,
at beast until March 18,

Dr. Rechelle Bt Walensky, the di-
rector of the Centers for Disease
Control and Preventson, has said
that it wns too soon for Americons
1o take their masks off in indoor
public places.

"Our hospitalizations are s4ill
high, our death rates are still
high;” she sald during a news
hricfing kst weok, “50, ns we
work toward that and as we are
encouraged by the current trends,
we are nol there yel”

As of Tuesday night, the aw-
thorities in over o dozen stales
and Washington, DC, have
changed their mask mandates in
the past few weaks, with many of
thosa decisions coming in the past
severnl days.

Here's a look at where other
mandnates hove and - haven't
changed:

= [n Connecticut, the statewide
musk mandate will end on Feb, 28,
and that extends o schoolchild-
ren. Masks will still be required in
MNew Haven, Conm,

= hasks will no longer be re-

quired indoors in Ulineds starting
on Fehi. 28, On Monday, Mayor
Lori Lightfoot of Chicage tald re-
porters that the city™s indoor mask
requirement would remain in
place until caselonds decline,

= In Massachuserls, a suslewide
school mask mandnte will be lifted
om Feb, 28 Mayor Michelle Wu of
Boston said that public school stu-
dents thers will stll be regquired (o
wear masks. The Archdiocese of
Boston wom'l redquire its students
o wear masks.

& Beginning the second week of
Muarch, New Jersey will siop re-
quiring students and school cm-
ployess o wear masks, The Cam-
den City School Dastrict will still

require masks.

= New York State ended its re-
quircment that people entering
businesses must wear masks of
show proof of full vaccination Inst
week. In Mew York City, masks
are still required at schools and
health care facilides. Owners of
stores, restaurants, theaters or
other public spaces can still re-
quire masks,

= Oregon's indoor mask mamdate,
which incluedes schools, was set to
be lifted by March 31

= In Washington, D.C., starting
Tuescday peogde no longer have ta
show prool of vaccination before
entering many businesses. (n
March 1, the city will end its indoos
mask mandate in many settings,
but not others, including schools.

siom to abandon vulnerable preg-
nant wamen (o the reckless pmd
predatory actions of the abortion
industry,” Mr. Daines soid,

Five senators who caucus with
Democrats — Mr Manchin amd
Senators Bernie Sanders of Ver-
moni, Maggie Hassan of New

Lawmakers worry
about a candidate’s
ties to Big Pharma.

Hampshire, Mr. Morkey of Massa-
chusetts and Richard Blumenthal
of Connecticat opposed the
nomination.

Six Republicons — Senators
Burr, Lisa Murkowski of Alaska,
Suzan Collins of Maine, Mitt Rom-
ney of Utaly, Foy Blunt of Missouri
and Pat Toomey of Pennsylvania

tipped the balance for confir-
matlon, Of those Republicans, just
one — Ms. Murkowski — is up for
re-alection and throe — Mr. Blunt,
Mr Burr and Mr Toomey — are
retiring

While Senator Mike Rounds,
Republican of South Dakota, was
opposed to the confirmation, he
was marked as present &s part of a
pairing with Senator Hen Hay
Lujin of New Mexico, who is re-

covering from a stroke and would
have votad “yes”

Senator Elizabeth Warren, a
Massachusens Democral, Said in
A statement that Dr. Califl secured
her wole after agresing (o refrain
for four years from seeling em-
ployment with or compensation
from any drug or device company
after his term a5 commisskoner.,

The Incoming commissiones
will kave plenty of work to do. The
ngency  is facing an enderun
around itz wnbacco control aulhor-
ity with companies marketing
synthetic (obecco in Mavors ot-
tractive to teenagers. Lawmakers
are eager o see changes in how
the agency [ast-tracks drugs o
the market after the controversial
approval of the Alzheimer's drug
Aduhelm. And the agency has a
lengthy backiog of foreign inspoc-
tions to contend with, as roughly
81 porcont of active drug ingredi-
enis come from overseas.

D Jomet Wiodcock, the interim
commissioner, issued 2 statement
on Tuesday, saying she will stay
on as a principal deputy at the
agency. She has been a targed of
lawmakers who say the agency
spurred  the opioid epidemic,
which could prove relevant as
lenders turn to Congress for new
authority to tackle a range ol is-
SUES,

After the confirmation voles,
advocates and supporters issued
statements urging action on a va-

ASTAR ALLIANCE MEMBER

TURKISH
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I

rlety of issues. The Environmen-
tal Working Group called on D
Califf to remove PFAS, known as
Horever chemicals' from  food
packaging nmd to require compa-
nies that sell tale to test their prod-
ocis for ashestos,

Representative Rajna  Krish-
namaarthi, Democrat of Tllinois,
called on D Califf to address his
House subcommittee's findings of
arsenic and lead in baby lood. Sen-
ator Dick Durbin, Democrat of 15-
nois, asked Dr Califf o address
*predatory teeties”™ of vagdng corn-
panbes targeting young people,

Dr. Califl spent most of his ca-
reer al Duke University, whers he
served as a professor of medicine
and founding director of the Duke
Clinical Research Institute, He led
numerous clinical trials in cardiod-
ofy, pained experienoe working
with (he pharmaceutical industry
and drow widespread respect in
the field ol medicine.

That standing is crucial, said D
Divvrid J. Skorton, president of the
Azzociation of American Medical
Colleges.

“The decisions that are made
by an EDWA. commissioner or the
EDA. in general are not always
Eoing to please everybody” Dr
Skorton said. "They are very, very
difficult decislons,” he sakl Not-
img that he had followed Dr
Califf"s career for decades, Dr
Skorton described him as “the
person for the howr”

-,
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Jan. 6 Panel Digs Into Plan
To Deploy Bogus Electors

By LUKE BEROADWATER

WASHINGTON — The House
comumittes investignting the Jan. &
attack om the Capitol subpornaed
twe of Dopald J. Trump's cam-
pitlgn aldes and Rrpu'l:]lcnn Parly
officials from bartleground states
on Tuedday as it dug deeper into a
plan to use falze slates of electors
to help the former president stay
l&wﬂitc after he lost the 2020 elec-

N

The use nl'hngus slates was one
of the more audacious gambits
empdoned by allles of M Trumpio
try to keep the presidency in his
hands, and the commities's ment
bars and investigators have made
it Incr\erulngl_'; clear in recent days
that they believe the effort —
along with proposals o seize vor-
ing machines. — was o major
threat 10 democricy,

Amoeng those subpoepaed on
Tuesday were Michael A. Foman
and Gary Michael Brown, who
served ns the director ond the
deputy director of Electon Day
operations for Mr. Trump's cany
paign. The panel also summoned
Douglns Vo Mastriano, 8 Pennsyl
vl slale sepator; Lowra Cox,
the: former chairwoman of Michs-
gan's Republican Party) Mark W
Finchem, an Arizona state legisla-
tor; and Keli Ward, the chadr-
woman of Arizona’s Republican
Parry.

Tn letters accompanying the
subpoenas, the committes sadd it
hid  obtained  communications
that showed Mr, Roman's and Mr
Brown's “invalvement bn a coondi-
nated strategy to contact Republi-
can mermbers of state legislatures
In certain states that former Presi-
dent Trump had lost and urge
them to ‘reclnim” their awthority
by sending an alternate slate of
electors that would suppert for-
mer President Trump”

“It appears that you helped di-
rect the Triemp cnmpaign stafiers
participating in this efforr,” Repre-
sentative  Bennie  Thompson,
Demcrat of Mississippi and the
chairmnn of the committee, wrot
to Mre. Haman,

The committer =ud that Mr
Finchem, who was on the Capitol
Erounds on Jan. 8, was in cormmu-
nication with leaders from the
“Stop the Steal” movement re-
garding n rally ar the Capital, nnd
that Mr. Finchem sald he was n
Washington to “deliver an cwi-
dence book and letter 1w Viee
President Pence showing key evi-
degpee of frawd in the Arizona pres-
idential election, and asking him
o consider postponing the award
of electors”

Inits letter to Ms. Cox, the pael
sidel It had evildence that she wit-
nezsed Rudolph W, Giuliani, M
Trumps personal lawyer, pres-
sure siate lawmakers to disregard
the election results In lavar of Jo-
seph R Biden Jr in Michigan and
say that cerdfying the resulis
would be n “criminal et

After the Movember election
wns over, Ma. Word sent a mes-
sage to an Arizona elections offi
cinl warning o “stop the counl-
g nocording to the committee.
She also “apparently spoke with
former President Trump and
memibers of his staff abour elec-
don certification issees in A
2o ancd posted s video advanc-
ing unsubstantinted theories of
eleetion interference by Dominion
Vaoting Systems along with a link
to o donation page to benefit the
Arizona Republican Party)” the
copumittee sakd.

M=, Ward abso clalmed to be an
“alternate” elector for Mr Trump,
even thaugh Mr Biden won Ar-
zonm,

Ma, Ward has already filed a
Lawesuit 1o tey 1o block the comumdt-
tew from gaining access to logs of
her phone calls,

The committee said Mr Mastr

Alast Feuer contriiuted reporting.

ang had spolen directly with Mr.
Trumyp about bis “postelection ae-
dvities” Mz Masiriano, a former
Army officer, was alsoon the Capi-
led groamds on Jan. 8, thoagh he
later explaimed in A statement that
“he followed the directions of the
Capitel Pofice and respected all
podice Hnes" that day.

The subpoenns instract the wit-
nessed to produce docunents and
it fior depositions in March.

“The select commities is seel-
ing information about efforts to
send false slalss of electors lo
‘Whashington and change the ot
comme af e 2020 elecdon” Mr
Thompsen 2aid, mdding, “The se-
lect comumittes has heprd from
mare than G5 witnesses, and we
expect these s lndividials to co-
aperate as well as we work to tell
e American peopbs te full story
ahaut the violence of Jan, 6 and its
cises”

The six did not immedintely re-
apoed 1o requests for commenst on
Tuesday.

The scheme to employ the s
called alternate electors was one
of Me Trump's most expansive ef-
forts to overtiumm the election. It
began even before some states
haed finished counting ballots and
culmibnated in the pressure pliaced
on Mr. Pence o throw out legiti-
miate vites for Me Biden when be
presided over the joint congres-
slonnl sesslon 1o certify the elec
Hon putcome,

Al warbous tmes, the gambi -
volved Liwyers, stale lawmakers
and vop White House aides,

The Mew York Times reparted
this month on legal momos. that
show some of the earliest known
origins of what became the patio-
nale for the wse of alternate eleoc-
TS,

The memos — from a lnwyer
named Kenneth Chesebro fo
Jumes B Trouplds, o lawyer for the
Trimg campaign in Wisconsin —
show how, just over two wesles of-
ter Election Day, Mo Trump's
cumpalygn was seelking to by it-
self more tme toundo tye results,
At the heart of the strategy was
the idea that their real deadline
was not Dec, 14, when official dlec-
tors woald be chosen to reflect the
outcome in each state, bae Jan, §,
when Congress would meet to cep-
iy the results,

The two memos were nsed by
Mr Tramp's top lawyer, Mr Glll-
ani, and others like John Eastman
n= they developed o strategy in-
tended to exploit ambiguities in
the Electoral Count Act, according
o peraon familine witl the mat-
ter.
The subpoenas are the latest
steg the committes hos taken to
investigate the plans W uee elec-
tors who lalsely amested Mre
Trumg had won their states,

Last montly, the commines js-
sued 14 subpoenas to people who
clatmed 10 be electors [or Mo
Trwmp in states that he bost, Those
gubpoenas targeted Individoals
wiw met and submitted pro-
Trumg Electoral College certifl-
cates in seven states Mr. Biden
wan: Arizona, Geargin, Michigan,
Mew Mexico, Mevada, Pennsylva-
nim and Wisconsin,

Thase who signed on toe the fake
slates of electors were mostly
atnte-level officials i the Repobli-
can Party, G.OUR political candi-
dates or activists: involved with
R Trump's re-=lection |::|.mpr|.|gn.

The subpoenas come after the
Justice Department sadd itwas in-
vestignting the fake electors,

Ultimately, Mr. Pence rejected
plans to throw ot the Ingitimate
alectoral wiles i faver of those
false =lates for Mr. Trumgp.

Mase Short, Mr. Pence's chisf of
stoff, rocently testified privately
before the panel. In atelevision in-
terview this month, be said Mr
Pepce was aware of the so-called
altemate electors, but did not be-
lieve it was appropeiate o accept
slates not chosen by the voters,

Corrections

MNATIONAL

An article on Sunday alout a law.
suit aceusing o Pennsylvania po-
lice departavent of mesconduact in
womuirder case migsialed, in seve
eral Instances, the surname of one
of the men accusing the police in
Allegheny Cousty, Pa., of miscon-
duct. He is Cheron Shelton, not
Seltoan.

SPORTS

An articke o Tuesday about Jans-
l# Anderson’s fadlure o sdvance
o e women's big alr snow-
boarding final in the Winter
Olympics misidentified the event
In which the freestyle skier Marin
Hamill wivs injured, 1t wies the
froeski slopestyle qualifying
event, nof the spowboand hig air
nualifying event,

An articke on Sunday about the
Olymipic snowboarders Lindsey
Jacobellis and Mick Baumgariner
erroneously artributed a distine.

tiom b Jacobellis. She is the ald-
et Amerkcan Waman Lo win a
pald medal ar the Winter
Olymipics, not the Olympdcs
averall,

ARTS

A Tilm peview on Friday of = Mi-
namata” misidentified the ac-
tress wha plays Adleen Mioko.
She = Minami, not Akiko [wase,

SCIENCE TIMES

Becaues of an editing ervor, ay
article on Tuesday abaul how éx-
ercize may enhance e effects of
a Covid or flu vacclwe misstated
the subsrnmee b the blood that
can prompe the creatien of im-
mume cells, 1t ks interferon alpha,
nat interfecon alfa, o drog form
of the substance

Errors are oorrected during the press
Fr whenever possthle, 50 soume r-
rars noted here may not have ag-
peared in ol editines
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Halvina Hutchins died when a revolver with a live round went off on the set of “Rust” last vear. Alec Baldwin was hodding the gun.

Slain Cinematographer’s Family Sues Baldwin

By JULIA JACOBRS
and GRAHAM BOWLEY

The family of Halyna Hutehins,
the cinematographer fatally shot
by Alec Baldwin on the set ol the
movie “Rust™ last year, filed a
wronghul-death lawsuit oo Twes-
day In New Mexico agalnst crew
members and producers, nclud-
i Mr. Baldwin.

Thie suit, filed by Ms. Hotchinss
widower, Matthow Hutchins; her
S-year-obd Son; and the personsl
representative of Ms. Hutchins’s
estate, necused Mr Baldwin and
the other defendants of reckless
conduct and cost-cutting meas-
ures that el angered the crew, in-
cluding Tadling to fellow basie in-
dustry standard safety checks
and gun safety rules.

“Halyna Hutching deserved o
five, and the defendants had the
poveer bo prenvent her death if they
had only held sacrosanct thelr
duty to protect the safety of every
Individual on a set wisere firearms
were present” the lawsudt sabd,
“instead ol cutting cormers on
safety procedures wiese huiman
Hives were st take, rushing o stay
on acheduls and ignoring numes-
ous  complaints of safery vio-
lations”™

M. Hutchins, 42, was shot on
Oer. 21 whibe the producton was
lning up camern angles for a
scene in which Mr Baldwin draws
an old-fashioned revolver from a
shoubiter holster. Shortly befare
the gun went off, discharging a
bullet thaae killed s, Hutchins ad
Injuredd Josl Souza, the (ilm's di-
rector, the crew liad been told that
the revolver did not contain live
ammunition and was safe to han-
die

The Lawsualt said Me Babdwin
"n:c||:|l.-.:.:ly shot and killed Halyna
Hutelins on the ser” Me Baldwin
hassadd in the past that be wias not
ta hlame for her death. "Semeons
put & live bullet in o gun, a bullet

that wasn't even supposed to be
on the property” Mr. Baldwin said
b oan ABC television interview in
December; "Somenne b=
responsible for what happened,
and | can't say who that is, but [
ko I0's not me"

Ancon Thyer, a lwyer for Mr
Baldwin  and other “Rust”
prodlucers, said In A sSiatement
that “any claim thot Ablse was
reckless 15 entlrely false,” arguing
that Mr. Baldwin and other mem-
b= af the cosl and crew were re-
Lying on professionals tasked spe-
cifically with checking firearms.

“actors ahould be able to rely oo
armorers and prop department
professionals, as well as assistant
directors, rather than deciding on
their own when o gun is safe to
use,” the statement sabd

A wrongful-death case
that names an actor,
producers and others.

He noted that “everyones
hearts and thoughts remain with
Halyna's family as ey continue
o proeess this unspeakable rage-
dw”

Al & pews conference, lawyers
for Mr. Hutchins played a video
that  used animation to recreate
what they =ay happened on the
diy of the shooting, based on in-
terviews with crew members
at e point incloding Mr. Bald-
win's comunents from the ABC in-
LErviEw,

The lowsiult said that the de-
fendant=s should not have allowed
free ammmition onto the set, that
Mr. Baldwin should not love
pointed a gun at anyone, and se-
cused  the production of “ag-
gressive cost-curting” that it said

liad “jeapardized and endangered
the safety of the cast and crew?”
The suit claimed thar  the
producers hod hired an “Inexpert-
enced”  and  “ungualified™  ar-
mager, and that members of the

roduction had ignoved enrlier
irearms discharges on the set
thit lad ked w compdaines about a
lack of safery

Brian Panish, a lawyer for Mr
Hutching, said at a news confer-
ence in Los Angeles: “There are
many people culpable, bt Mr
Baldwin wns the person holding
the weapon that, but far him
shoothng 11, she would not have
died. 5o clearly he has a signifi-
cant partion of the lability, bt
there nre athers.”

Last month, lawyers for the
Hutchins family indicated thas
they were contemplating o law-
sult when they asked a court toap-
polnt & representative in Mew
Mesden for Wa Hutehing's estate.
Under Mew Mexico low, ol of
any proceeds from the lawsuoit
would go to Mr. Hutchins and half
weonild o 1o her son.

Ms. Hutchins was a rising cine-
matogeapher  from  Ukradne;
Trienals nml eolleagiues deacribed
lver as fiercely dedicated tothe art
of filmmaking,

It remaing unclear why Hve bul-
lets were on the [l get and how
one of them get into the gen thas
Mr. Baldwin was handiing. The
sherlls office in Santn Fe has
Leen investigating that question
slnee the faral shootbng, bur offi-
cials have made no new puibdic dis-
closures about the nquiry since
Inst month, when Mr Baldwin
turned bis cellphong over 1o the
Authorities,

Several other lowsuits have
Tesn [led in relaton o the shool-
ing. Two crew menbers filed sep-
nrate lnwsuits in Californin, alleg-
ing that cost-cutting messures by
the production contributed to lax
ndiverence o safety protocals and

that Mr Baldwin should have
checked that the gun wns =ale i
handle. Lawyers for Mr. Baldwin
and  other  producers  behind
“Rust” filed & motien seeking fo
dismiss one of the lawsuis, ang-
g that Me Baldwin could not
have intentionally shot a Bve bul-
let from the gun because he had
been bobd it was *cold” meankng it
didd not contain any live ballets,
M Baldwin has denied respon-
=bility in the sheoting, saving in
the television interview last yenr
that Ms. Hutchins was instructing
him on where to point the gun
when it dischanged. He sabd he dld
nod pull the trigger, suggesting
that it could have been ser off
when he pulled back the hammeer,
The lawsuit accused him and
athers of not properly fallowing
safety protecels, Other defend-
ants include Hannah Gutberrez-
Reed, the film's armaorer, whom
the lawsull secuses of belng un-
qualified for the job; Dave Halls,
the first assistant director, who
told an investigator thint he did not
chieck all of the rounds in the gun
hefore handing it to Mr Baldwin;
and Seth Henney, a supplier of
Euns and ammanition for the film,
Jnson Bowles, a lnwyer for Ms,
Gutierrez-Reed, sabd she In-
spected the gun before handing it
aver to Mr Halls that day and
asked that zhe be called back o res
check it Later, but the production
did not do =0, Mr. Eeaney and a
lawyer for Mr Halls did not imime-
dintely respond to requests for
conment
“Had Defendant Baldwin, the
producers, and the Rust Prodac-
ten Companies taken adeguie
precautions  to ensure firewrm
safety an the set of Rust ar if basic
firearm salety rules hod Deen fol-
fowed on the set of Rust on Oct, 21,
20217 the lnwsnt snid, “Halynn
Hutchins would be alive and wall,
hagging her hushand anad nine
yepr-old son”

Rice Announces Re

By ANNIE EARNT

WASHINGTON — Represent-
ative Kathleen Rice of New York
announoed on Toesdny that she
would not seek re-election, mak-
ing her the 30th Howse Democrad
toopt for anexdt ahead of what is
expecied e be g difficult midterm
election cyele in which the party
appenrs headed for losses,

Mz, Rice's retirement  ans
nouncemeant marked o grim mile-
stone for House Democrals: The
number planning te leave Con-
gTeE5 I8 now the biggest since
19632, a sign of the party’s lack of
confidence that it will be able to
hold the majority this fall. Ms,
Fice, s maoderate, provided no ex-
planstion for her unexpectad de-
parture. She announced it on her
5Tth birchday, saying only that
she wos moving on to the “oext
chapler” of her 1e.

“As elected offictals, we must
give all we have and then know
when it is rime to allow others to
serve” Ma. Rice, a former pros-
ecutor whe has represented part
of Long lsland's Massouw County
sinee 2015, said in 4 statemsent.

Of the departing group, 22
House Demacrats have said they
are retiring, while eight nre seek-
ing another office. So far, 13 He-
publicans have also said they will
not seek re-election,

“Haouse Democmts Enow their
majority is doomed and have a
clice: retire or lose” said Mi-
chrel McAdams, communica-
tinns director for the Mational Re-
publican Congressional Conmis-
tee, the party's House campalgn
arm.

Representative Kevin MoCar-
thy of California, the House Re-
publican leader, has predicted

tirement, 30th House Dem

RaiaR SN ER THE NEW YOI TRIES

Representative Kathlesn Rice said on Tug:u:ln:.' thunt she was lenv-
ing Congress and moving onto the “next chapter” of her life.

that more than 30 Democrats will
announce their retirement “be-
canse they see what the [uture
halda,”

Sorme Democrars shrugged off
the pews of M. Rice's retirenwent
&s the losa of a safe seat. where
she will most Bkely be replaced
by another Democrat. Ms. Rice's
district was not affected by the
vecent rediawing of Mew York's
political map, and in 2024, she
won her race against the G.OR
candidate, Dumglas Tuman, by
about 56 percent. President Bi-
den won her district by 12 points
I the 2020 presidential election.

But  optimistic.  Republicans
said that margin put New York's
dth congressional district within
reach in the event of a red wave,
noting that a GOP candidare
won the governor's race last fall
in Virginla, a state Mr. Biden won
by about 10 paints.

Ma Rbce, who made o lasting,

powerful  enemy  in Speaker
Mnncy Pelosi after vocally oppos-
Ing her bid for Hose Speaker in
2016 and 2008, was viewed as
someatie who did not enjoy the
Job.

Sl had become Increasingly
marginalized in the ronks of
House Democrats, where the
londest vojoes are typically from
a new generation of progressives,
aml where her history with Ms.
Pelosi hind cost her opportunities,
In 218, for instance, Ms Pelosi
lobbied for other members o
gain a seat on the powerful Judi-
ciary Committes over Ms. Bice,
nceording to Politico, despite Ms.
Rice's background s o prosecu-
tor and her sentority

Representative Josh Gottheim-
er, & centrist Democrat from MNew
Jersey, called Ms. Rice's retire-
ment “a huge boss for New York,
Congress and common-sense, bi-
partsan governing”

ocrat to Do So

“T imagine the polarization in
D.C. has become =0 poisonous
and the dysfunction so deep that
more and more members Wit
nehiing to do with the abswedicy
of it nll" sakl Repréesentative
Ritchie Torres, a progressive
Demsserat of Mew York

But some Lberal [emocrats
jolned Republicans b celebrating
the news of ber retirement.

“Rep. Kathleen Rice retiring to
spend more fime with her big
pharma  lobby  family” Leah
Greenberg, the cofounder of In-
divisille, 0 grass-roots progres-
sive arganization, safd in a Twit-
ter post reacting to her an-
noamdeEment

Mz, Rice, wivo sits on the Ener-
gy aml Commerece oommilles a3
well as the Homeland Security
committee, wos a registered Re-
pubslican untt 2005, when sle be-
came & Democral to ran for dis
trict atterney in Mazsau County,

In Congress, she has been best
known as aone of the few women
arguing thar the party needed o
fresh perspective at the top and
that the lack of an obwdious candi-
date tochatlenge Mz, Pelosiwnsa
“symiptom of stagnant lemsder-
=hig!" In 20016, she was alse the
first Democrat o publicly sup-
port Representative Tim Byan's
challenge to Ma, Pelost a8 Houss
leader. Ms. Rice also  voled

ngainst Ms, Pelosi in 2018, Both |

times, Ms. Pelosi was elected de-
spire the efforts to togple her

M=, Rice supported Ms, Palo
=% bl for speaker by 2021, bud the
relationship remalned strndned,

Ma. Pelosi's office did not lm-
mediately respond to a request
for comment about Ms, Rice's
planned depariure,
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Woman Cured of H.IV.,

California Returns as Nation’s Climate Leader

By CORAL DAVENPORT

WASHINGTON — The Hiden
mlministration is preparing strict
new limits on pallulion from buses,
defivery vans, ractor-irailers and
other heavy trucks, the Grst time
tnilpipe standards have been dght-
ened for the biggest polluters on
the: moad since 2001,

The new federal ame
drawn from truck pollution rules
recently enacted by Califormia and
come as the Biden administration
Is moving to restore that state’s le-
gl nuthority to set nuin emissions
limits that are tighter than federal
standards, according to two pecple
fnmilinr with the matter, who were
nol authorized 0 speak on the
record.

The: developments represent a
revival ol California’s influenoe an
the nation's climate and clean air
policies, following four vears in
which President Domald J. Trumgp
waged lepal, potitical, and, ot
times, seemingly personal battles
with the sate. The Trump adminis-
trathon had stripped away Califor-
nia's authority to institsbe its own
wehicle pallution Standnnds, power
that the state kad enjoyed for mose
thim 40 years,

Mr Trurmp claimed tsat Califor-
nia's tougher rules made cars more
expensive and bess safe,

But now, Californla ks reassert-
ing itsell as m lender in policies die-
signed o fght pallution and global
WAFming.

Federal regulators nre looking
to California for inspirarion as they
draft new national rules designed
to mert President Biden's pledge
thit halfl of ol new cars sold in the
United States by 2030 will be elec-
tric vehickes. Gov. Givin Newsom,
a Democrat, has signed an execu-
tive: order to phase out the sale of
new gasoline-powered cors in Cali-
fornia by 2005 and is propaging 1o
spend 537 bilkon next year to cut
greenhouse gas emissions from
transportation, hl.nl:lmp and the
Energy secton

“We are deeply pratified after
years of uncertainty, years of spar-
ring with the previous adminisira-
tion," =nid Governor Mewsom,
speaking of the restoration of his
giate's environmental rules,

W don't imitate, we'ne o mode]
to the warld” Governor Mewsom
sadd. “In climate, we want to con-
timue to assert that lendership and
continue to radge the bar, Clearty
we want tofind ways to collnborate
with the Biden administration, but
I don't ever want w cede Califor-
nia's leadership on this goal”

Governor Mewsom  said e
hoped that as Californla would set
ever more ambitions climate and
clean air rules, the fekeral govern-
ment wolld continue w follow. “We
want to harmonize sgaln, wpward,
not downward,” he said,

In contrast to bitter clashes on
climate change with Mr Trump,
sometimes via altacks on Twitter,
Governor Mewsom said he has had
productive persomal conversatimns
with Mr. Biden on diimnte policy.

At a campaign event for Gover-
nor Mowsom in September, the
president said: “California, you've
got to keep Gavin Newsom as gov-
emor and send & message to the
nation that we have to deal with

PATRICE T Fallih ACKNCT FTREANCE PRESSE . CETTY IMACES
The White Flouse is moving to restore Californias legal authority to set its own emissions limits.

the climate crisis now. We can't
wait any longer.”

A spokesman for the Enwi-
rmommental  Protection  Agency,
Mick Conger, confirmed that the
agency wis working on & new rule
that “would significantly cut nitro-
gen  dioxide  emissions™  from
rucks but declined to say i they
were modeled after Californda's
new rule.

“These standards, currently
suhject to interagency review, will
e rooted bn the latest science and
the law." Mr. Conger wrote in an
email, “As part of any rule-making
process, E.PA s proposal will initi-
ate B process to take nput from a
variety of stnkeholders"

The people familiar with the
forthcoming federal mule said it
had been significantly shaped by
the California rule but that some
technical details might differ.

Mr Trump's 2019 decigion (o end
Californin's authority toset its own
limits on swto emissions stood &s
one of his signature moves o raze
climate policies. The regulation of
vehicle emissions s centrnd In
combating  climare
tallpipes are the largest EIIIEIE
source of  grocnhouse  gases
pruchuced in the United Stntes,

Under the 1870 Clean Afr Act,
the E.P.A had granted California n
waiver o sei tailpipe stamdards
that were tougher tham federal lbm-
its to combat its smog problems.

Az the most populous state, and
with the workd's fifth-largest econ-
amy, California hns besn able toin-
Muence automobile makers and set
the: pace far the mest of the country,
Seventesn other states and the
District of Columbia have adopted
thi Californin rules, turning them
into cde Foctd national stamdands,
Tweive other states are fodlowing
California’s mandate to sell only
zero-emissions vehicles after 2035,

In 200, President Barsck
Obamn  set  federal  omissions
standards based an the Califormis
rule. Last year, the Biden adminis-
tration began the begal process o
restore  the Califoenka  waiver,

which iz expected to be finalized in
the coming weeks,

“This is & historic role that Call-
fornia has piayed since 1970, o rode:
that was intermupted only during
the Trump admindstration” said
Richard Revesz, n professor of en-
wimnmental taw al New York Uini-
versity. “This isa hugely impartant
policy but it's alse & retum w the
traditional way of understanding
the: relationship between the fed-
eral povernment and California
with regards to vehicle pollution.
1t a moment of retumn to nor

Mr Trump's allics see it differ-
ently, saying that one stte should
not be permitted to determine na-
Honal standards.

“We think that wihar California is
doing k5 beyond the scope of the
law, ond we shouldn't be sotting
federnd law based on whist Califor-
nim decides to impese on their cit-
zens,” said Thomas Pyle, the presi-

Federal regulators are
following the state’s
lead on pollution.

dentof the [nstmre for Ensrgy Re-
search, an organization that sup-
ports the use of fossil fuels,
Meanwhile, the E.PA. is prepar-
Ing tighter regulations governing
ermiiEsions from heavy duty trucks
to rechuce emissions of nitrogen di-
oxide, which is linked (0 hng can-
cer, heart disease and prematune
death, The Califomin truck rube,
enacted late last year requires

Eressi
2024 aned 203L

The federal government last up-
dnted its truck emissions rule in
001, when the ELPA. required
commercial trucks to cut emis-
sions of nitrogen dicodde by 55 per-
cent over 10 years. The rule con-

tritruted to a 40-percent drop in na-
timal nitrogen dicodde emissions,
the agency sajd.

Truckers say that the new rules
will be onemous and expensive,
with the burden of purchasing ex-
pensive new  filters and  other
equipment  falling  particularly
hard on independent drivers,

“From the heavy trucking side,
the California rules are ag stricl
ani stringent as possible and don't
really account for practical costs of
smgll business truckers,” sasd Jay
Grimes, director of federnd affnirs
for the Crwner-Operator Independ-
ent Drivers Association, a lobby-
ing group.

1t eould eost up Lo 35,000 1o up-
date a truck to meet the new stand-
ards, Mr. Grimes said,

“lts coming out of irwckers’
pockets,” e said, “They will have
to persanally invest and they al-
ready have small margins. 7 the
federal standards are aligned with
ther California standnrds, that's go-
ing 0 put many small business
truckers in m tough spot to keop

Both California and the Biden
administration are expected o
partray the stricter rules as a way
toaddress the heavy burden of pod-
hution on poor and minority com-
munities, which are frequendly
near highways and ports. Mre Bi-
de is the first president to elevate
the issue of environmental justice,
vowing o redress the dispropor-
tionate impact of polhetion on com-
munities of color,

“Heavy-duty trucks ermit the -
on's share of air pollution in Caki-
formin, and that is hitting comnu-
nities that are already overbur-
dened,” said Craig Segall, a senior
official with the Californiz Air Be-
sources Board, who helped write
the state's new truck rule.

significantly worsened the prob-
lem, Mr. Segall sakl. " Theres anin-
crease in trucking and trucking
pollution and that's what's moti-
vating this,” he said.

Study Warns
Of Foot Rise
In Sea Level
By 2050

By HENEY FOUNTAIN

Sea levels along the coastal
Urmitesd States will rise by about a
foat or more on average by 2004,
Evvernment scientists said Toes-
duyy, with the result that rising wm-
ter now considersd  “nuisance
flocding” will become far more
damaging.

A report by researchers from
the Mational Oceanic and Atrmos-
pheric Administration and other
apencies also found that, at the
current rate of warming, at least
two feet of sea-level rise is ex-
pected by the end of the century,

“What we're reporting oul is
historse,” said Rick Spinrad, the
MNOAA miministrator, al a news
conference announcing the find-
ings. "The United Siates is ex-

to experience &5 much sea
lewed rise in the next 30 years as
we saw over the span of the last
century.”

D Spinrisd said that while cut-
ting greenhouse gas emissions to
limit warming was critically im-
portant, the projected sea lewel
rize by 2060 "will happen no mit-
ter what we do about emissions.”

The report i an update of a 2007
study, and is similarly based on
data from tide gauges and satellite
ohservtions,

But the new study has reln-
tively precise estimates of sea lev-
#l rise by 2050, a result af im-
proved computer modeling and
better understanding of the im-
pact of global warming on the
huge Gresnland and Antarctic ioe
sheets.

That Is “providing more confi-
dence in our ability o predict” ef-
fects by midcentury, sabd William
Sweel, an oceanographer with
NOAAs Natonal Ocean Service

SO EDAS0NY ACINCT. FRANCE PRESSE . GITTY IMACES

Exvents like this “sunny day” flood in California last month will cause more damage, scientists say.
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Using Novel Treatment:
Umbilical Cord Blood

Method May Widen Range of Candidates

By APOURVA MANDAVILLI

Awoman af mixed race appears
to et the third person ever to be
cured ol HLLV, using a new trans-
plant method mvalving umbilical
cord blood that opens up the possi-
hility of curing more people of di-
verse racial backgrounds than
was previpusly possible, scien-
tists anmounced on Toesdny,

Cord blood is more widely avad-
able than the adult stem cells used
in the bome marrow transplants
that cured the previous two pa-
tients, amd it does nol néed to be
matched as closely to the recipi-
ent. Most donors in registries are
of Coucasian origin, so allowing
far only a partial match kas the po-
tentinl to cure dorens ol Ameri-
cans who have both H.LV. and
cancer einch yearn, scientists said

The woman, who also had
leukemia, received cord blood to
treat her cancer. 10 came from a
partinlly matched donor, mstead
of the typical practice of finding a
bone. marrow  donor of  similar
race and ethnbeity to the patbent's.
She nlso received blood from a
close relative to give her body
lemporary  immune  defenses
whibe the transplant took.

Rezearchers presented some of
the detsils of the new case on
Tuesday at the Conference on Ret-
roviruses pnd Opporiunistic In-
fections in Denver, Colo,

The sex and raclal background
of the new case mark a significant
step forward in developing a cure
for H.LY, the researchers said.

“The fect that she's mived race,
and that she's a woman, that is re-
ally important scientifically and
really important in terms of the
community  impact” said Dr
Steven Deeks, an AIDS expert at
the University of Californin, San
Francison, wio was not involved
in the work.

Infection with H.LY, is thought
to progress differently in women
thivn in men, but while women ac-
count for more than half of H.LY
cases in the workl, they malke up
ondy 11 percent of participants in
cure irips.

But Dv. Deeks said he did nol
see the new approsch becoming
commonplace. “These are stories
of providing inspimtion to the
field and perhaps the rond map,”
e i,

Powerful antiretrovirl  drugs
can contred H.LV, but a cure iz key
to ending the decades-old pan-
demic. Worldwide, nearly 38 mil-
linn people are Hving with H.LV,
and about T3 percent of them are
receiving reatment.

A bone marrow transplant is
not a realistic option for most pa-
tients. Such transplantz are highly
invasive and risky, 50 they are
generally offered only 1o people
with cancer who have exhausied
all ather options,

There have only been two
known cases ol an FLLV. cure so
far. Referred to as “The Berfin Pa-
tient” Timothy Ray Brown stayed
wirus-free for 12 years, until he
died In 2020 of cancer. In 2015, an-
other patient, kater identified as
Adam Castillejo, was reported to
be cured of H.LV, confirming that
Mr. Brownm's case wns not o fluke.

Both men received bone mar-
raw transplants from donors wha
curmied n mutation that blocks
H V. infecrion. The mutation has
been identificd in only about
20,000 donors, most of whom are
of Morthern European descent,

In the previous cnses, ns the
bone  marrow  transplants  re-
placed all of their immune sys-
tems, both men suffered punizh-
ing side effects, including graft
wersus host disense, & condition in
which the donor's cells amack the
recipient’s body. Mr: Brown nearly
died after his transpiant. Mr
Castillejo’s treatment was less in-
tense, but in the year after his

ransplant, he lost nearly 70
pounds, developed & hearing loss
and survived multiple infections,
accanding o his doctors.

By contrast, the woman in the
latest case |eft the lvoepital by Day
17 after her transplant and did not
develop graft versus host disoase,
saidd Dr. Ting Mei Hsu, the patient’s
physician at Weill Cornell Modi-
cine. The combinaton of cord
blood and her relative's cells
might have spared her much of
the brutal gide effects of a typical
bone marrow transplant, De Hsu
said.

"1t was previoushy thought that
graft versus host disease might be
an important resson for an H.LV
cure in the prior cases” sabd D
Sharon Lewin, president-slect of
the International AIDS Society,
who was nobinvelved in the wark.
The new results dispel thot idea,
Dr. Lewin sabd.

The woman, who is now past
middle age {she did not want to
disclose her exact nge bocause of
privacy concemns), was dingnosed
with H.LY. in June 2003, Antiretro-
viral drugs kept her virus levels
towe. In March 2007, she was diag-
nosed with acule myelogenus
leukemia.

In August of that year, she re-
ceived cord biood from a donor
with the mutation that blocks

An image of H. [\" particles
infecting a host cell. A muta-
tioan can block such atlacks:

HLAS eniry into oefls. Bl it can
take about six weeks for cord
blood cells to engraft, so she was
also  given partinlly matched
blood stem cells from a first-de-
Eree relative.

The hall-mntched "hapla” cells
from her relative propped up her
immune system until the cord
blood cells became dominant,
miking the transplant much less
dangerous, =aki Dr. Marshall
Glesby, an infection diseases gx-
pert ot Weill Cornell Medicine of
New York and part of the research
tenm.

“The transplant from the rela-
tive is like a bridge that got her
through o the paint of the cord
blood being able o take over” he
sabd,

The patient opted to discontin-
ue  anticetroviral therapy 37
muonths after the transplant, More
than 14 months later, she now
shows no signs of H.ILY. in blood
tests, and does not seem to have
detectable antibodies to the virus,

I's unclear exactly why stem
colls from cord blocd seem o
work =0 well, experts saidd. One
possibility is that they are more
capable of adapting to & new envi-
ronment, said Dr. Koon Van Be-
sien, director of the transpiant
service al Weill Comeall, “These
are newborns, they are more
adaptable” e said,

Cord blood may also contain -
ements beyand tle stem cells that
aiel in the transplant.

“Uimbilicnl stem cells are attre-
tve,” Dr. Decks said. “There's
sumething magical abour these
cells and something magical per-
haps about the eard blood in gen-
eral that provides an cxtra bene-
({1

More National news
appears on Page AZ2,

and an author of the report

About 40 pervent of the United
States population, or 130 milkion
people, live within 60 miles of the
ocean Bul sen level rise will not
affect all of them equally, because
it s not uniform.

I the United States, lnnd subesi-
dence and compaction of sedi-
ments along much of the East and
Gulf coasts add 1o the increass; in
those areas sea bevel rise may ex-
el ane Moot in the next thres dac-
ades, the report said.

O the West Coast, sinking land
and compaction are less common,
=0 sea bevel rise is expected o be
at the wer end of projections.

The report said that the caliu-
Iated rise over the next three dec-
ades means that Meods related o
tides and storm surges will be
higher nnd meach farther inland,
increasing the damapge.

Whnt the report described ns
moderate or Lypically dimaging
fooding will nocur 10 times more
aften by 2050 than it does today,
Major destructive coastal floods,

although still relatively rore, will
berome more commaon as well,

For commumities on the East
and Gulf coasts, the expected sea
level rise “will create a profound
increase in the frequency of const-
al Mooding, even in the absence of
storms or heavy raindall” said
Micole LeBoeuf, director of the
Mational Ocean Service

Currently méany commaumnilies
on those coasts experience regl-
lar "muisance” or “sunny cday”
fooding, when high tides ecome
even higher because of the influ-
ence of the moon, wind or other
factors,

But what were once nuisance
Noovds ane likely o become: dam-
aging, Dr. Sweet said.

“We definitely are predicting a
Moo regime shift,” e said.

The report projects that sea lev-
ols will rise an average of 10 1o 12
inches by 2050, which is about as
much as the increase during the
100 yeors from 1920 to 2020, Those:
projections don’t change no mal-
ter how much greenhouse gas

entisshons are cut over that e

Estimates for sea level rise by
2100 in the report are less certain.
Bt in this case, the workiwide
trajectory of emissions will have a
significant effect. Allowing emis-
Silns 1 continug unabared coulkd
add L5 to § fect more to sea levels
b the end of the century, for a -
tal of up to 7 feet, the report con-
cludel

The report provides detadled
=y leved projections for states amd
tarritories by decade for the neot
1) years. D Spinrid said it was
meant to help local officials, plan-
ners nmd enginesrs make deci-
sinns about where o eate or how
o protect criticn] imfrastructure
fike roads, wastewaler Ireatment
systems and energy plants, and
atherwise adapt o rising waters.

He described the report as o
“wake-up call” for the United
States. “But its a wake-up call
that comes with a silver lining” he
said. "It provides us with informa-
tion needed 1o act now 1o best po-
sitlon oursedves for the future™
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The State of the Union Is Stressed

David Axelrod

IGHT now, the White House is
gearing up for the president’s
first State of the Linion address,
His speechwriters are chum-

Ing out drafts, gothering guidance from
strategists and senbor aides and contend-
Ing with fervent pleas trom every agency
of the federal government for a para-
graphin the speech— even a sentence —
abut their good works.

The speech will command the largest
relevision audience the president is
likeky to enjoy this year, and the tempta-
tion will be, as it always is, 1o herald his
achievements and declare that we have
navignted the storm.

But, Mr. President, proceed with cau-
tion. Tolk about the things you and Con-
greds have done to help meet the chal-
lenges Americans are fncing, for sure,
Loy out your goals for the future, phsg-
lutely: CHfer realistic hape for bedter days
alvead. We desperately need it But rec-
cenze that we are still in the grips of a
national tragme. Polls show that the vast
majerity of Americans belleve we are on
the wrnng track, and people vwill have Jit-
e patience far lavish claims of progress
that defy telr lived experiences,

Even il we are, olyjectively, in a strong-
er position than we were a year ago —
closer to the end of this ordeal than the
beginning — Americans are not celebrat-
Ingr. Millicays have lost boved ones; many
continue to strugghe with the effects of
the virus. Kids kst valusble tirme in the
classroom, and parents have struggled
tocope. Health care workers are incrisis,
And we all lsave falt the profiound oost of
our refative Eolation, oway from famtly
amd friends, offices and colleagues.

Unsurprisingly, Incidents of subclde,
drug overdose deaths and vielence in our
homes and on the streels have grown
dramatically. Frustratons with masls,
meandates and shifting rules have deep-
ened our political divides. Jobs have
come roarng back, raising woges, But
those wage increases have been eaten up
by inflaticn, the likes of which we hove
not seen in four decades. And all the
while, the rich have gotten richer.

The state of the union = stressed. To
claim otherwise — to highlight the
progress we have made, without fully ac-
knowdedging the hard moad we ove trav-

THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN

eled and the distance we need o go —
woull seem off-key and out of touch. You
simply cannot jawbons Americans info
believing that things are berer than they
feed,

Al o news conference on the sve of his
first anniversary in office, President Bi-
den tried, He energetically sold a litany
of achievements — réecond job growth; a
massive and complex voaccine mobiliza-
ton; a historic rescue act and a land-
mark infrastructure bill, forged with hi-
partsan support. He did acknowledge
the trinls this country has enduved, bt
caly sparingly. He got the emphasis and
propartions wrong, spending more lme
pitcldng hes successes  amd  touring
progress than he did recognizing the
grinding concerns that have soured the
ol of U eountry

We lenrmeed that lesson in the Obama
White Howse, AL The height of the Great
Recession — amd even when it was tech-

[_n his annual address to
Congress, Biden should
show some humility.

nically and demonsirably over — ihe
trauma from that catastrophe ran so
desp that gaudy claims of progress met
with an angry backlash from Americans
stlll grappling, economically and eme-
tionally, with its effects. We learmed o
pitch progress delicataly, amd always
with a focus on the continulng struggles
of the middle class as they tried o pe-
cover their financial footing from the
crash amd decades of shilting fortanes.
Rhetorically and substantively, Barack
DObama made (e cause of those Ameri-
camis liis focus and set ap a deliberage
contrast between himself and the Repub-
licons that helped him win & second term
in 2012,

Even if the Omibcron wave has greatly
receded by the time Mr. Biden speaks —
which may be what the White House was
hoping for when his address to Congreas
was delnyed until March 1 — the linger-
ing effects of the pandemic still will be
with ug. The nation likely will still be in a
funk, and its people will want to hear
their president recognize why,

It is ot that Americans are yearming
for & lugubrious speech, freighted with

lamsentations about our damaged na-
tiomal sparit, without a sense of direction
or hope. Amid an energy crisis that trig-
gered sprawling gns lnes in 1979, Presi-
dent Junmy Carter gave & remarkably
introspective televised address in which
he discussed the “crists of confldence”
that had gripped the nation and called for
sagrifice b change our energy foture, It
hecome known as the “malnise speech.”
though Me Carter never actunlly used
that word. And while it briefly lifted his
stamding, his stark address, coapled with
the firing of severnl] Cobinet members a
ew days Inter, ultimately despened the
policical crisis he was fncing,

Thers i & balance o be strock,

What Amesicans want Lo hesr B genu-
Ine understanding of what we hove bren
through together and a clear path for-
ward — Jess about Mr Biden's acoom-
plishments than about the heroic, un-
sung sacrfices =0 many have made m
see  their families and commuonities
through. They will want to hear less
nhout his “transformative™ legislotion
thian the specific, practical steps Mr Bi-
den hns taken, and is recommending, to
hedp reduce inflation, curds violent crime
and, of course, effectively confront any
Tutire waves of the virus, They want if (o
e bess about him than s,

This should come naturadly o the
president,

From the beginning of his long political
career, M Biden's great sirength has
been his preternatural empathy, born of
his personal tragedies and his ability w
speak inauthentie, resonmnt ways about
theeveryday challenges facing peoples in
working class communities ke Seran-
ton, Fa., where he was born and partly
rajsed. Middie-Class Joe b5 6 nicknames
he earned over the years, a reflection of
his walues and sensibilities. Many na-
tonnl politicions speak the language of
Washingron. Mr Biden, o his best,
speaks American,

Mow, he peeds o Gl Lhat vaice by
lefling the story of the ordeal so many
Americans have shared, honoring their
resilience and painting & credibie, realis-
e peeture of how we can all reclaim con-
trol of our Hves. 1

DAVID AXELROD was o semior pdviser (o
President Bareok Ghama and the chief
strafegist for the 2008 and 2002 Obara
presidential crampaigns,

Is Sleepy Joe Making Viadimir Putin Blink?

THE UKRAINE STORY is far from over: Bat
if Viadirmir Putin opts to back aniy from
invading Uliraine, even temporarily, it
because Joe Biden — that guy whose
right-wing critics suggest is so deep in
dementia be wouldnm know Eyiv from
Kansas or AARP from NATO — has
mniched every Putin chess move with an
effective counber of his own,

Putin has been on such a run of out-
maneuvering the West and destahilizing
our politics tat it is easy tooverrale hin,
It is aklgo bard to believe a word that
comes out of his mowth, Bat if Putin was
sincere when he snid Tuesday that he
was “ready o continue on the negotial-
ing track” to ensuee that Ukraine never
Joims NATO and was also pulling back
some of his menacing Torces — LS. offi-
cials aay there’s no sign of that yer — it's
because Biden's statecenft has glven
Putin pause.

Specifically, the Biden team las maobl-
lized enongh solklarmty amoeng the NATO
allies, enough advanced defensive arms
rrasfers to Ukraine and enough poten-
tally biting economic saawctions on Ros-
sin to put inio Putin's mind the only
thoug bt that matters: " IT [ go ahead with
a full-acale invasion and it goes bad —
wrecking Russia’s economy and result-

Ing in Bussian seldiers returning home in
body bags from a war with fellow Slavs
— could it bead 1o my own downdally™

That b= the only calculation that mat-
tors, and Biden has done the best job o
LLS, president could do, given the asym-
metry in interests between America
Russin on Ukraine, ofmameil. Ukraineis
ot only right iext door to Ruasia, butit's
also o country whose fate and future are
witally important to Putin personally, By
Comlrast, most Americons could nat fnd
Ukraine o a map and feel zere emo-
donnl arachment to its future, And, as
Putin found when he seized Crimea in
2004, Americans Wil not sencd their sons
and daughters to preserve Ukrabne's teg-
ritorind integrity.

Lo Biden has hod $6 thread a real lead-
ership oeedie. He could not credibly
threaten  direct LS. milliary  foree.
Therefore, he kad o do the mext best
thing! azsemble a solid-enough corlition
of MATC allies. Got enough of them to
ship arms o Ukraine. Convey (o Putin
exactly what crippling econome sanc-
tonss will be plled on his economy, bank-
ing system, factories and cromies if he in-
vades Ukraine, And make cleqsr that &n
invasbon will semally produce the NATO
that Putin fears — one that is totally

united, with more MAT O troops and may-
b= even missiles moving closer to his
border. 1t might aleo spur non-MATO
members Finland and Sweden to deepen
their ties with the alliance.

That will leave Russia with only ane
friend i the world: Clina. And Chig lns
ne friends, only vaszals.

Inedeed, m addressigg Putin, Biden has
alzo sent an Important message to Chinn,

The Russian president
at least now has reason
to rethink his plans.

alonmg these lnes: iUs troe, Dinessed up in
how [ exdred Afghangstan, Bur [ learned
Trom thiat — and you should, oo, We aren’
the Trumgp admintstration, whose ‘Amer-
ken First' strategy turned into Amaericn
alame, We belisve in alliances, and when
we st in concert with our allies, we can
=till make a powertul fist — in case you're
thinking of seizing Taiwan.”

Aganin: NONE OF THIS MAY STOP
PUTIN. He may not have grasped, or just
dopsn't care, that his threat to seize

LETTERS |

How We Are Failing Mentally Ill People

TOTHE EDITOR:
Fe 4 Fatal Shove on the Subway
and & Broken Mental Health Sys-
tem” {front page, Fel. 6):

The woeful inadequacies of oor

mental health systems are legion:

universal underfunding; no over-
arching system to provide consls-
tent individualized care over time

Insufficient hoapital and residential

beds, leading to too short revobe-
ing-door hospalalizations; loo lew

intermediate care programs; woit-
I lksts for mobile crisks interven-

tion teams; virtunliy nonexistent
housing for the mentally ill, leacd-
g to lomelessness and lmpris-
oaument; and on oo o,

There is one underlying theme
im all thete inadequacies — our

unwillingness fs a society o spend
the maney pecessary o adequate

Ly meet the meeds of mentally
peophe. Just one example: Since

the earliest doys of deinstitutional-

izatiaon, the number of psychiatrie
hospital beds in America has die-
clined relentlessly, so that it =
rirely passitide to treat the full
episode of dlness in hospital. 1t is

not unusual te ba discharged after

three or four days, even when

hospitalzzation was prompied by o

guicide attempt or a psychatic
episode,

Despite all tle talk and the ater-
mittent medin covernge, our athen-

tion spans are shorl. We retarn o

thi% conversation repeatsdly, espe-

cinlly followhing & randons act of
hornific violence, but make no
systemic change, We seem o be

DK with the hameless mantally il

windering the streets,

There are no words for this- It is

inhumane, disgraceful. We should
be ashamed

HARCGLD [. SCHWARTZ

WEST HARTFORD. COMNN.

The writer 13 paychiairise in chief
ermeritus ar the Inshisee of Living,
Hiartford Hospital,

TO THE EDITOR:

Martial Simon's story — confessing
o an act of violence after an “eqd-

less cirouit of hospitads and jails,
outpatiestt paychiatric programs

and the streets” — will continue to

repent itsell unless we dao things
differently. Adding anather pro-
gram, no matter how good, won't
move the needle enough. The
sysiem is too frngmented, with

entities acting in Silos, creating the

cracks through which people tadl.

This is a systems failure, and we

need systens solutions. Stewards
— people who are or can be change
agients across the mental health
sysiem — mush be brought toegeth-
er to develop shared goals and
collaborative approaches. Aml we
need to address vital conditions for
health and well-being, lke housing
amil emplavment.

Mr: Simon. according to your
story, was asking lor housing and
was clearly food msecurs; he
didn’t kave the medication e
nesded and wanted; and e was
shuttled from aone institution to
another. The outeome of his story
I= ns unsurprising &8 it s traghe, It
didn't need to be that way

BECEY PAYME, MORRISTOWRM, M1

Thee witer i evecutive vice president
aof the Reipped Fowndetion, which afms
b rethaink howlth core.

TOTHE EDITOR:

Deinstitutionnlization is a program
that has gone terribly wrong.
Imitially coneeived aml developed
o erase the ughy past of paychiat-
ric hospitalizationsz, hospitals nre
now a place where patients are
discharged alimost as soon a8 they
are pdmirted, into & communicy
that is dismnlly unprepared o
accommodate then.

Outpatient clinics in the state
system, woelully understafled, are
torced to take on the care of pa-
tients who are not ready for dis-
charge. These patients often have
pavchiatrie, substance abuse and
crimbnal historkes, each of which
requaires a speciiic type of treat-
ment in a safe and nurtering envi-
ronment. Patiends who are dis-
charged before they have been
Eiven appropriate reatment and
care will act out their problems, to
the detriment of all,

Many members af this popula-
tion have schizophrenda, and two
common symiptoms of schizophre
nia are pacpeoia and anger. Often
these two symptoms becoms en-
tangled and con reswlt in wiolent
acts, 1 o patient is discharged from
4 hoapital belore 1w i3 engaged and
compliant in his treatment, be is
likely to stop his medication, and
Ehis can lewml 1o violence

Wi are o highly evolved society
with many ills. This iz one ifl, one
broken gysten, that needs to be
addressed snoner than laten

ARLENE SHECERIAN, GUEEMS

The writer i @ licensed climioml socim
warker,

Times Columnists Are Too Downbeat on Biden

TOTHE ERITOR

Times columnksts seem 1o have
made up their minds about Presi-
dent Biden, Witness these hoad-
lines in recent weeks:

“What's Biden Thinking?™ (Ross

Dauthaty

“More Mojo, Joe!" { Maureen
Diowd)

“Biden Can Sll Rescue His
Presidency” { Bret Stephens)

“This Presidency I=n't Turning
Out as Planned” (Ezrs Klein)

These opimion pieces ga an o
describe Mr Biden's tirst year in
the White House as “hapless”
“fladling” and “failing.” To be fair,

some of These writers also touwl Mr,
Hidens achievements — burt to the

casual headling scroller or essay
skimmer, the messaging feels
dlownbi=at and dire,

As an activist, [ fear that mamy

of my fellow citizens an the lel are
absorbing and repeating the notion
that Mr. Biden is failing us, and in

turn {‘}{'Dt’E‘S-‘Blﬂg pessimism aboat

Ukraine and forcibly return it to Ressia’s
historical sphere of inluence has evolked
for the NATO alties nothing less than the
specter of Hither's forced “undon” of Aus-
trin with Germany, imposed through ans
mexadion in 1938, Pulin is posing such a
raw and cride threat to a free nation —
backed up by seme 150000 Russian
troops — that it has served as an-electro-
shock to the leart of the NATO alllance, &
tenlt that brousgrhs it out of its sclerosis kike
nothing else since the end of the Cald War,

Biden and his top national security ad-
vizers have been In contact multiple
times a day for the past few weeks with
lemders and national securily officials
from MATO S core of Britain, France and
Germany, as well as smoller notions,
There hns not been this degree ol inti-
mate NATO collaboration in Vears, one
Evrspenn mmbassador in Whzhington
remmarked to me The West might not be
dead quite yet,

Having opposed NATO expansion at
the end of the Caled War, [am not indiffer-
ent (o Jegitimate Rusaian concer s about
Ukralne jolning MATO, Both MATO and
Russia should agree to Ukmaine being o
geopalitically neutral slate, like Finland,
But in my view, Putin k2 not really adeadd
of Ukrnine joining MATO, which the TLS,

Dremacrars” chanees in the
midterm slectionz But this doesn’
hawe to be a self-fulfilling prophecy.
We need o be pragmatic, focus on
Mr. Biden's achievements and
continue to engage L saving our
demoorncy from the forces that
threaten it

A president {5 not Santa Clans,
Eranting vs every item on aur wish
list, Instead., 0 president operates
within a complex system of gov-
ermmenl.

In 2030, millions of ws wrote
lerters and posteards, made calls
ol vated for & mew presiden,
despite our fatigue and desponden-
c¥ cansed by the Trump adminis-
tration. We need to show up again
this year with that same energy, (o
elect more Democrals 1o he House
A the Senate who support Mr
Biden's agenda,

LOTTI PHARRISS KMOIWLES
BURBAME, CALIF

The writer 15 a board member of Swing
Lafit Smon Gohriel Vatley

has made clear is not In the cards now;
Tnstepd, Putin fear is that Ukraine be-
coumes Westernized.

He fears that one doy Ukraine will be
admitted to the Enropean Undon,

What struck me most [rom a trip | took
o Ukraine in Apeil 20014 was how iy
voung Ukrainians | mel were dreaming
of Ukraine becoming a full orember of
the E. UL — not NATD — precisely to bck
in their frail democrncy and lock oot cor-
rupdicn awd Putinism.

Which is why | never believed it was &
colpcidence that Putin sefzed Crimen
and first invadet part of eastern Ukraine
in February-March 2014, What else was
happendng then? The Eurspean Union's
28 member states were forging a new
EU-Ukraine Associntion Agresment to
foater claser political and eeopomie ted,
signed on March 21, 2014

Mo, the Ukeaine cridgis has never e
exclusively about Putin's fear of the ex-
pansien of MATO's inrces to Bussin's bor-
ders, Mot even close, His greater fear is
the expanaion of the EW's sphere of in-
flueree pawd the prospect that it would
midhwife a decent, democratic, free-mar-
kel Ukraine that would svery day say to
the Russian people, “This i3 what you
conld be withoot Patin.” a
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ERET STEPHENS

Don’t Wish
For a Post-Pax
Americana

WHO KNOWS, at this writing, what Viadi-
mir Putin will decide to do with the forces
he's massed along Ukraines barders?

If Putin backs down, maybe thanks to
some face-saving diplomatic formmela, the
Biden administration will deserve full
credit for masterly crisis manngement:
whipping into line our European nllies,
particdarty Germadny; thwarting Rudaian
covert operations by leaking details to the
media; expanding America™s military
presence in frontline NATO states; work-
Ing on ways to supply Europs with lique-
fiesd natural gas; refusing to negotinle af
Ukraine's expense; threptening sancibng
ngminst Moscow that, for once, have real
tesrh

If Putin doesn't back down, these were
still the right ond necessary steps. They
just weren't sufficient.

Elther way, the crisis should serve as a
tutorial on what the so-called post-Pax
Americana world will ook ke, In a fan-
tasy version of that world — a world in
which American power isn't constantly
being cafled upon to address faraway cri-
ses 0f reassure nervous aflies the
Uniled States trades the bardens of being
a superpower for the modest bul more
managenble, affordable and humane am-
bitions of a normal country,

Our military shrinks to a size adequate
for national defense, not global policing
We spend the savings on mending the
frayed edges of sociery.

Our allies stop freelonding off cur seou-
rily puarantees and start spending more
on their own defense,

Or foreign policy becomes less arro-
gant and more collaborative, We lose the
{fugion that we can, or should, solve other
people’s problems, and we free ourselves
from the personal sacrifices amd moral
compromises that go with that Bluskon.

(Otur economic policies shift to adapt toa
less-globalized world, Instead of depend-
ing on China for kew-cost manufncturing
ol Inbor, we reinvest in American work-
ers and faciories and becorme independent
In everything from energy to microchips.

It's a tempting vision, a left-right mar
riage of George Mofovern's “Come
Home, America” and Donald  Trump's
“America Firsy” [1s also been thought of
before: Bob La Follette Je, the progres-
sive senator from Wisconsin, and Father
Charles Coughlin, the antisemitic radio
host, shared the same sorts of ideas in the
run-up to Werld War 11 They had bronad
public appeal all the way through Dec. 6,
1241

What's wrong with those kdeas? For
starters, global order is not a seli-generat-
Ing phenomenon. In the absence of Pax
Americana, would the United Notions be
capable of enforcing rubes of e road, like
freedom of navigation in the South China
Sea, over which as much as one-third of
the world's commercial fraffhc passes?
How nboant regional alliances, like the Eu-
ropean Union of the Association of South
east Asian Nationa? Dan't count on L

This has some obvious knock-on ef-
fects. IS an invitation Lo predatory behav-
lor — precisely of the kind we're witness-
ing on Ukraine's borders amd also seeing

We'll miss the status quo
when its gone.

aigns of over the Taiwan Strait. And preda-
tory behavior is rarely sattsfied. A Rossia
that poasesses more of Ukraine of a China
that seizes Talwan will each want more,
They'll be in & stronger position to got i

Another obvious consequence: Thers
will be no peace dividend in a post-Pax
Americana world, Contrary o conven-
tiomal wisdom, the United States today
spends historically littke on defense —
aboust 3.5 percent of gross domestic prod-
uct, compared o more than 5 percent in
the kast year of the Carter administration,
Bul military spending would have to re-
turn to Cold War levels for an era in which
core LLS, interests were constantly threat-
ened by hostile and confident powers.

We wiold alzo find curselves perplexed
nnil frightened by the behavior of our tra-
ditional alfies. Instead of having  free
londers, we would enter & world of
freelancers, countries aggressively ot
for themselves, irreapective of American
wishes or established norms, Without the
nszsurnmee of TLS. protection, what would
le=egr a fulure Jnganese governmend from
rapidly fielding & vast nuclear arsenal a8 a
response to China? Why shoukdn't Turkey
and Sawdi Arabia go nuclear, too, partiou-
larly if Iran winds up with 8 bomb?

A warld i which several combustibie
regions each have multiple meclear pow-
ers in varying configurations of allinnon
ane astility is a recipe for miscalculation,
accident and tragedy.

Its also not & formuls for prosperity
The idea that the United States shoald as-
plre to some sort of autarky ks divorced
from any concefvahle cconamic reality, In
n posi-Pax Americann world, we wauld
depend on fows of trade at the mercy of
hostile powers and unexpectad events,

Maost dangerously, in a post-Pax Ameri-
cana world Wberal democracy would
wither. This is already happening abroad,
from Budlapest to Ankara lo Mexico Ciry
Why shoubdn't it happen here, too?

Charismalic dictalorships oftén inspire
& current of admiration among democrat-
Ic publics; it's why a corner of the progres-
sive left admired the Castro regime in
Cuba, just as the new far right is quisetly
infwtuated with Putin. Anyone who savs it
can’t lappen here must have slegl
through the past five years.

Whatever happens noxt in Ukraine, it
won'l matter as much as the lessons we
draw from it. Onky the innvocent think that
an America that tuems its back on the
world will be lefl alone in wrn. ]

We Weren't Wrong to Love
“The Cosby Show’

Tressie McMillan Cottom

BOUT a year before the pandemic

entered the chat, | got an imvi-

Lation o participate in a doci-

mentary, The email from the di-

rector, W, Kamau Bell, started along the

lines of, *1 totally undarstand if you do
not wand to do this™ | was intrigued,

Mr. Bell was hedging because of his
subject matter. The documentary would
be abaut Bill Cosbye At the time, Mr,
Cosby was serving time in prison for the
2005 sexual assanlt of Andrea Constand,
one of more than 60 women who have ac-
cused him of drugging, nssaulting or har-
assing them over several decades,

I could guess why Mr. Babl asked me to
participate, 1 have written abouwt race,
pender and sexual predation in Black
women's intimate lives. 1 had also writ-
len aboul race and sexual predation in
public discourse as viewed through the
Infamous R, Kelly saga.

I alzo knew why Mr Bell gave me an
out. | am a Black female academic and
pubdic mtellectual whe grew up on “Ple-
lure Pages” "Fal Albert” "The Coshy
Show"” and “A Different World" For pro-
tessional ressons, it could be dangerous to
talk openly about Me Cosby's fall from
grace. For personal reasons, it could be

How Should

Richard H. Pildes

HE Alasks Supreme Court re-

cently decided a case that an ex-

perienced lawyer told the court

was “the most significant case
since statehoocl” The oourt confirmed
that the state's new primary and mnked-
chojoe voting system — which wowld
eliminate traditional party primaries —
Is here to stay.

The deckslon is significant not just for
Alnskn; it could nlso have considerablo
Implications nationally. For the reforms
in that stafe, like those that have tiken
hold in other states and kocalities ncross
the couniry, are Among the mest promis-
ing structaral solwtions that could help
mitkgate the forces of extremism in our
poditics.

Through o 20 ballot measure,
Alaskan voters enacted a top-four prima-
ry. In this system, candidates list them-
sedves an the ballot in one of thres possi-
ble ways: as affiinted with o political
party or political groap, as undeclared or
rsnonpartizan. The four candidates who
get the most voles move on 1o the gen-
el election, in which ranked-chaice voi-
ing iz used to determine the winnor. (In
ranked-choice voting, rather than select-
Ing just cne candidate, woters can in-
stend choose several and rank them.)

This relform aims o increase the Hkeli-
hood that candidates with the broadest
appeal to voters, rather than more fac-
tiomal candidates, will wim the slection.
In o traditinminl primary, in which many
candldates can sphit the vote, factional
candidates con prevail by drowing, say,
just 25 percent of the vote. Becanse fac-
tional candidares often hold more ex-

hard (o talk about ksing o lormative cul-
tural booa.

Those were alse exactly the reasons |
agreed to talk about Bill Coshy,

The documentary, “We Need to Talk
About Cosby” premiered ot Sundance on
Jan. 30, The four-part series airs on Show-
time. The day hefore the premiere, [ invit-
ed some close friends and amily o watch
the firsd fwo episodes. We gathered
around the screen in the Bving room, some
an the couch and others on chairs dragged
in from around the house. We balanced
plates and cups on our kness,

I =t just off the back of the crowd — my
lavored spot in any room — and it hit me
that the room boked very much like a
Thursday night in the 19805 in millions of
homes acrozs America. That is when, at 8
pum., the world seemed to stand still for 30
minutes as CHff and Clakr Huxtable and
their beood of kifds were beamed inte oar
hames,

“The Cosby Show™ was n cultural land-
mark. There was not a 1ot of regular Black
family programming on television in the
18805, Certaindy nothing like the lineup
there is today, Kenyn Barmis's “black-ish”
is 2 bona fide hit {and very musch indebted
to the “Coshy Show™ legaoy).

Bat you can alsp watch a Black family
fight over a winery on *The Kings of
Mapa™ a Black family music dynasty on
“Empire” aml a multigenerationn] Black

FAEHA EARITY

Southern lamily on "Quesn Sugar”

And those are just the scripted drmmns
an TV, Stireaming plathorms also open upa
whole other workd of Black-led dramas,
ocomedies and reality programming.

“The Cosby Show" was nlso o cross-cul-
tural smnsh hit. This particatar Black fam-
ily captured s0 many people’s imngina-
tions. As the documentary points out, the
highesi-rated episode of the show drew in
65 million viewers — a quarter of the

But we have to leave it
behind for the same
reasons we enjoyed it.

American population at the time. Jamdlah
Eing, on efitor ni BuzzrFeed News, com-
pares this with 20195 biggest show, “The
Big Bang Theory” which at its height
drew only 25 million

But =The Coshy Show" was nol just
huge. It was singular

[ harve thought a bat about why the show
was singular There are the creative rea-
sans. The show iz good television. 1t took
all of the characteristics of a sitcom that
mixke us fes] warm and elevaled them, 11
did that throagh great writing and the
mos imporiant ingredient of & successiul

sitcom, which s amazing characters.

The show's characters subveried many
sitcom tropes, like the stern but loving fa-
ther and the wife whio was somehow both
a slay-at-home mom and A Chrssr Woman,
merely by being Black. As a result, *The
Coshy Show” febl wholesome and subver-
sive ot the same time,

I've show was also singular to Biack au-
diences for other reasons, When il began
airing in the 1830s, the civil rights move-
menl Tell like a fuzzy memory Tar a lob of
the Black people in my orbit. Social
progress had given way toa white conser-
vative backlash (pot unlike the one we sre
sesatng today ). The social institutions that
had bald logether Black communities feil
vulnerahle. The quest for economic mohbil-
ity replaced strong churches and commu-
nity proups in Black poople's avernyday
liwes. The po-go Bls were not just awhite
America phenomenon. [ met my first seri-
ous Black Republican in the 1980s, T re-
member him going on about how “The
Coshy Shaw™ was the template for Black
[HOgress,

“The Cosby Show,” though, was nit just
a template. [t was also a fictional social
space for Black people who were losing
their real-lfe communities. In urkan come
munities, the war on drugs ended up being
@ war on peaple that broke apart the civil
banils of Black life,

Az “The Cosby Show™ eased into the
1a0s, Biack cities e the District of Co-
tumbia (often called Chocolate Cities)
were 50 hostile to real Black families that
miany started migrating to subwrbs, That
migration came at & cost. You kose ties o
the churches, socinl groups, playgroumds
and kin networks that hand down tradi-
tions and provide kdentity guandrails.

On Thursday nights, “The Cosby Show™
became the after-church social for mil-
lions of Blsck fumilies cul adrift from their
social institutions. [t is wherea whole pen-
erathon of Black kids — especially middle
clazs and aspirational — learned some af
the rudes of being Black, Where while au-
diences aften heand punch lines, we heard
callouts to our culiure.

A joke about “taking yoo out of this
world” or a guest appearance by Dizry
Gillespie was coded language that mil-
lions of Black American families under-
=tood. It said 1o 05 Do not let these de-
grees and money fool you, We come by
way of Southern roots and Black soeial in-
stitutionz. We see you”

When the allegations about Mr. Coshy
broke from the nol-so-secret dundercur-
rent and into the mainstream conversa-
o in the early 20003, he had built a deep
wedl of good will. It was intergenerational
as well as interracial. And for Black Amer-
icans, il was almost religions,

Mr. Bell honors thot good will. This is
what | needed to =y about Mr. Cosby:
We were nil foolish o enjoy "The Coshby
Show™ or to neosd what he was selling
Even if you did not live in Compton or
New York or Chicago in the 1980s, the
racist tropes used to legitimatize the war
on driegs alfected all Black Americans.
We were not wrong to look for progress
in culture as economic progress stalled
and declined,

Wiz were only human, What we wanted
from Mr Cosby is what & child wants
from o parent! an ilfusion of security. But
as the Bible says, there i3 a time for
putting away childish things. His care-
fully cultivated facade was always as
mich about what we needed from him as
it was about anything he created for us.
Adluls have to face reality.

“We Need to Talk About Cosby™ is o
moment to start dealing with that reality.
“Americas Dad™ was & fiction. A Jot of
women pald a price for our believing in it.
It is never too late 1o say that the price
was Lo high. |

TRESSIE McMILLAK COTTOM i @n associle
profeszar af the Undversity of North
Caroling at Chapel Hill School of Injor-
rmuelivan and Library Sciemnde, the author
af “Thick: Ard Other Essays™ and a 2020
MuacArthur feflow, She writes @ weekly

newsletter for Times Opirinn

We Reform Elections? Look to Alaska.

treme views, this reality helps fuel dys-
lumction in American palitics.

In n recent book, *Rejecting Compro-
mise: Legislators” Fear ol Primary Vaol-
ors,” a group of political scientists found
thit “legisintors believe thal primary
voters are much more likely to punish
themm for compromising than general
election voters or donors” [ncumbents
In safe seats often embrace maore ex-
trems positions to avold facing challeng-
ers in primartes. And some moderate in-
cumbents who might have broad appeal
In a general election are now retiring

The state’s system may
help mitigate extremist
forces in politics.

rather than competing in primaries they
are lkely to lose to idecbogical extre-
misis.

In Alnskn, Senator Lisa Murkowski's
re-election campaign this year will pro-
vide a-test of how much this change to
primary elections might reshape our
politics. Under troditional rules, she
might well not have survived a Republi-
can primary. She voted to convict Donadd
Trump in his past-Jan. §, 2021, impesch-
ment trinl in the Senate, and Mr. Trump
endorsed another candidate, a MAGA
Republican, and vowed to campalgn per-
someally against Ma. Murkowskl.

Yet she has owned Alaska's center
sinceat least 2010 (a year she lost the Re-
publican Senate primary but won in the
peneral election as & write-in candidate),
and she was recently endorsed by a
Democratic Senate  colleague,  Joe

Manchin of West Virginia. If she retalns
that broad sppeal, her  re-slaction
prospects would be strong under the
state's reforms. [n the general election, if
Ms. Murkowsd is the first choice of many
and the second choice of enough inde
pendents, Democrats and Republicans,
Alaska’s new system will ensure she will
e re-eleciel

It is possible that other clectoral sys-
terns might do an even beter job of iden-
tifying consensus candidates. Some po-
litical scientists worry that while the po-
litical parties can sull loudly endorse,
support and campaign for the candidates
they prefer in Alaskn, that might not be
enough o adequately Inform voters
without the additional party imprimatur
that fellows from winning a traditicnal
primary.

But all election systems have both ad-
vantages and disadvontages, And in oar
orn, one of the highest pricrities in elec-
tion reform must be reducing the influ-
ence of extremism in our polilics.

Despite all the attention national vot-
ing-rights debates receive, most political
refarmm Lakes place ol the siate level — es-
pecinlly in states, like Alaska, where yot-
ers can bypass legislamnres and vote di-
rectly on reform. More states, localities
and even political parties are ndopting
afternative forms of voting in an effort (o
reward candiclates with broader elector
al pppeal,

The political mokeup of these areas
ranges from blee o purple to red. Signa-
tures m MNevada are now being gathered
to quealify & ballot measure for this fall
that would creale an election system
similar to Alnska's. {That proposal woukd
establish a top-five primary) In 2021,
Mew York City used ranked-choice vat-

ng for its primaries, including the all-im-
partant Democratic primary for mayor.
Voters in Maine adopted mnked-choice
voting, where it has been in effect since
2018 amdd used for lederal elections as
well a5 state primaries, In Utah, 23 cities,
inchading Salt Lake City, are authorized
to use ranked-choice voting. To avoid o
muore factional candidate winning & tra-
ditional primary, the Republican Party in
WVirginia opted to use a nominating con-
vention, With ranked-choice voting,
which led to s nominntion of Glenn
Youngkin for governor

Given the sell-interested resistance of
many begislators o changing the rules
umder which they have been elected,
these reforms hawve their strongest
prospect in states and localities with di-
rect-gemocracy options. In places that
permil voler initistives, vabers can enact
policy directly, Of tho 63 states and locol-
itles that have adopted an alternative

vating systom sinca 2000, ahout 40 per-

cent did s0 through & public vote. Lneum-
bents who believe they have the bromsd-
est electorn] appeal yet fear being pri-
maried by fectbonal candidates from the
extremes should also support reforms
ke that in Alaska,

Other states would do well (o pay at-
tention (o whether the reforms i Alaskn
and other states and cities do a better job
of giving candidates with the broadest
appenl to voters & good chance o actu-
ally get elected. ]

RICHARD H. PILDES, o professor af New
York University’s Schood of Laow, is the
author of the cesebook “The Law of De
mocrmey:! Legal Structure of the Politioal
Process.” He filed an amicus brief in the
State Supreme Cowrt cese, in support af
wael becere Alesho's mew valing system
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Private Astronauts on Billionaire’s Mission Planning First Civilian Spacewalk

By JOEY ROULETTE

Spr\cetnurlsl: have flow to the
Internationnl Space Station, and
even orbited Earth In thelr awn
space capsule for three dayvs. Now,
n group of private astronauts
whnts toattempt a spacewnalls, one
of the most dangerons things peo-
ple flving in space hove ever done.

Ag s00n o= the end of this year,
four private astronauts, including
Jured] Dsascman, the Billlonaire
who chartered  SpaceX's first
space tourist mission last year,
could Launch e space aboasd the
company’s Crew Diragon capsile.
Al spme point during their five
days clreling Earth, af least ane of
the crew members will exit the
spaooeraft for what would be the
liest spacewalk conducted by a
nongovernment astronaut,

Spoacewnlking “is the riskiest
thing that we do as astronaots”
said Sowira Magnus, a retired
MASA astronsul who operated the
space sEation's robotic arm in 242
while other astranauts completed
extravehicular activities, NASA'S
term for spacewalks. Referring to
the astronauis” bulky protective
spacesilis, she sabl, “You're na
one=person  spaceship,  attached
Ly & wire to the cutside of your ve-
hicle”

Thee misston Is ta be the first ina
program  called  Polaris, ane
nounced on Mondny by SpaceX

and Mr. Isancman. The maln goals
of Polaris are to “demonstrate
new fechnologhes” and o oo
dhuet extensive research” accord-
Ing to & news relense for the mis-
sion. Mr. Izaacman will also work
with SpaceX on two future Polaris
missions; nsecond in the coming
yeurs aboard Crew Dragon, which
MASA relbes on Lo ransport 15 as-
tronauts to e space atation, and
another wihich would use Star-
ship, the gigantic nest-generation
rmockel system that SpaceX is de-
veloping,

Mr. [smacman, the founder of
Shiftd, a pavments processing
system, declined tosay how much
he was paying for any of the
flights, but =said the flights mimed
o raise money for St Jude Clik
dren's Research Hospital, ns with
Tnapdrationd, the mission he char-
tered in September 2021

Mr. Isancman will fiy with thres
other passengers: Scoll Poleel, a
retired Air Force pilot who was
thee mission divector for the Inspl-
rationd mission; Sarah Gillis, o
Spacel engineer oversesing the
company s astronast training pro-
wram; and Anna Menon, another
SpaceX enginesr who works as a
Aight director in the company™s
misaion control.

I the Polards misskon goes as
planned, Ma, Menon will reach
spaca before her bnsband, De Anil
Menon. SpaceX’s former medical

An American on a 2006 spacewalk, an activity that many astronauts consider extramely rislo

director who lnst year was plcked
by MASA as an astronaut cadi-
date,

Astronauats put themselves at
grove risk during spacewalks. On
the space statlon, pabrs of highly
trained  crew  members  peri-
odically  put on bulky  white
spacesulls helare stepping ott-
sade the orbital laboratory to do
maintenanee and repairs. They
first go through an airleck — a
small room that slowly depressur-
izes its atmosphere to the near
vacuum of orbit — before exiting

the rélathee safety of the station.

Mo astronant has ever died dur-
Ing o spacewalic. But in 20013, a
chogged filter coused water to en-
ter e helmet of Luca Parmdtano,
an Ttalian astronawt for the Eurg-
pean Space Agency, during a trip
o the atation's exterion

The procedures for a1 spacewalk
during Mr. Isascman’s propased
mlsaion would differ from thar of
the space station. Unlike the orbit-
g ot post, the capsule s noaie-
lock. Instead, the Crew Dragon's
entire cabin will depressurize be-

fore the spacewalk, akin fo the
firsr Armercan spacewalks during
Gemini, a pre-Apolls NASA hu-
man apaceflight peogram in the
189604,

*Thiz will be no dilferent lor
Dragon” Me  lsascman  said,
“other than we benefit from 50-
pluz years of progression and
teciudogy”

s, Menon sald at least one of
the astronauts would participate
in the spacewalk, bat did aot say
whi. With no protective atmos-
pleere in their capsule, all four

would have o wenr new SpaceX
spaonsuits, currently under devel-
aprment, o be protected Trom e
near vacum during the event,
During SpaceX's astronout nuis-
sions, there hove been no acci-
dents requiring live-fire testing of
its custom flght suits, which are
designed o protect & person in
Zpace for o few Jyowrs in the event
of Al emErgency.

“There's a fantastic team of bril-
llant engineers warklng on the
spaoesuit, and it'l be really excit-
ing to work together as their de
sign undolds,” Mr Isnncman said,

Adiling n spacewalking capalil-
ity for nongovernment astronaats
underscores the immense degree
of risk — and freedom — privite
Spaee companies can takee o inan
iaduatry that hos no safery regualo-
tens ence A vehicle carrying pri-
vale astronauts renches space.

Whike the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration manages launch site
safely, no agency oversees the
safety of private endeavoers such
as SpaceX’s spacewalking plans.
Ln 24, Congress passed A mora-
tovium oo space] light regulations
that has been extended most re-
cently to 2023, That balt on safery
mules, intended by lawmnkers 1o
allow the nascent space industry
to innovale, repires space ours
ists o gign “informsed consent”
forms to affirm their awareness of
the risks.
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The LLS: temporarily blocked

imperts of avocados [rom
Mesico afler a safety
inspector was threalened.

& REALCSTATE

Az workers returm o ol fices,
lohbies are getting a subtle
mithkeover wilh contactbess
tocls for health and safety.

7 EPORTE

Kamila Valieva of Russia
leads in womens singles, bui
sorme say her posilive drug
test has marred the evenl.
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Two Women, Two Sides of China

Beijing’s censors scrubbed a viral video of a shackled woman, but boosted hashtags praising Eileen Gu.
Many social media users are upset about which stories are celebrated, and which are silenced.

Chasing a Covid Benefit Nobody Really Wants to Use

Li Yuan
THE MEW NEW WORLD

Twao wamen have dominated Clinsse
social media during the Beijing Winter
Olymples,

Ope is Elbeen Gu, the 18year-old
skier born and ralzed in Californis who

wion 8 gold medal for Ching, The other
Is @ mother of eight who woes feund
chalned around her neck Lo the wall of a
daarless shack.

The Chinese internet is exploding
with dizcussions alout which of the two
represents the real Chinn. Many people
are angry that the government-con-
tralled algorithms glorify M< Gu, who
fits gEo the narrative of te powesiul
and prosperous Ching, while censoring

the cliained woman, whose deplorabée
conditions defy that narrative,

The two wormen's stackly different
clreumstances — celebrated vs, si-
lenced — reflect the reality that to the
Chinese state, everyone is a tool that
serves o purpose until it does mot,

Whether she womts it or not, Ms, Gu
has become a powerful propagancda (ool
Tar Beifing 1o demonsirate its appeal (o
global talent aaud the benefits of being

loral te China, She represents tee suc-
cessful China that Beijing would like
the world to admire.

The chained woman represents the
poor aawd backward China that -
dreda of millions s1ill mbabet. They
sHmetimes apperr in the siate media o
demnstrate the country's sucoess in
eradicating extreme poverty wtll their

CONTINUED 0N PAGE B4

Vote on Biden’s Fed Picks

Ry TARA SIEGEL BERNARD

Maybe it was becouse Kerri Rnis:
shan’s Tather had spent tmein two
hospitaks and @ norskyg facility
during the last 12 days of his life.
Or maybe it was because he had
been in the emergency moom for
only a few hours before he died.
Either way, Covid-19 was pot
Hated on his death eertificate.

Mz, Raissian has spent the last
mionth trying to change that.

AL slake are Thousands of dol-
lars from a peogram run by the
Federal Emergency Managenent
Agency meant to ease the finan-
cial burden on grieving families
that lest loved opes 1o the pan-
demic. The government will reim-
barse up o 89,000 in funeral ex-
penses for people who die from
the coronavins — as bong as there
is proper documentation.

1 understand ie nesed for
FEMA to guard against froud,
which is what this denth certifi-
cate critertn s meant to do® sald
M5 Raissinn, an associnte profes-
sar of pulilic policy at the Univer-
aity of Connecticut, who has spent
hours on the phone trying to re-
trieve her father's medical files
and speak to tle doctor who certi-
fied his death

But the strict requirements and
the chaos surrounding so many

deaths pose a problem, she sail:
“This policy all st guamntess
many people who are entithed 1o
these benefits will ol et them.”

Bore than 900 000 Covid-relat-
e deaths have been reparted in
the United States, but fewer than
lsalf have been the subject of o
claim, according (o0 FEMA data,
Roughly 273,000 applicants had
been paid, for & total of $1.78 bil-

An exacting process
to receive FEMAs
funeral aid.

lic, o= of Maonclay.

There is no deadline toapply, so
eligible families can still claim the
azzistance, Bot that can mean
navignting requirements for doc-
uments that aren's always simple
o odytadn.

Ir hasn't been =asy for Ms. Rais-
slan, whois trying to recoup some
of the 13,000 it took to bury her
father, Max MeGanghey. Mr Mo
Gaughey, 86, died just aller
Christmas, less than two weeks nf-
ter lve was admitted to & hospital
in  Columbus, Texas, with
CONTINULT 6K PAGE BE

LaliiEN LaRCaSTER FON THE MEW YOIE TiREES
Covit-19 shoald have been bsied on Max MoGangheys death certificaie,

Is Stalled by G.O.P. Boycott

By JEANNA SMIALEK
and EMILY COCHRANE

President Biden's plans to e
shape the Federal Reserve suf-
fered a sethack on Taesdsy as Fe-
publicans defaved a key vate on
his five nombees for its Board of
G OvDFTIOTS.

Republicas did not slwow up for
o committes decision thas would
have advanced the nomineess 1o
the full Senate for a condirmation
vole. Because a majority of the
Senate.  Banking  Commilless
members need to be phyaically
present for such volas to oodint,
their blockade effectively halved
the process.

The unusnal maneuver, spear-
headed by Senator Parrick J.
Tovmey of Pennsylvanin, was
driven by Republican oppeosition
1o Mr. Biden's pick for the nation's
wp bank cop, Sarah  Bloom
Faskin

The president has renominated
Jepoine H. Powell as Fed chakr and
has tapped Lael Brainard, a cur-
rent Fed governor, a3 vice chinir
He lins also meminated the econo-
mists Lisa I Cook and Philip M
Jefferson Az Fed governors. But
M=, Raskin — a longtime Wash

ingron policymaker and lawyer
whom Mr Biden has picked as
vice chair for bank supervision —
hns garnered the most pushback,

Toprevent her nomination iromn
ndvancing o the full Sennte, Re-
putdlicans leld up the vore oo all
five momimess,

Detacrars  and  the  White

Among 5 nominees,
Sarah Bloom Raskin
is drawing fire.

House eriticized Regublicans for
engineering a boyeott and scram-
Lelexd for a solution that could get
the pominess 1o a confirmation
vate, Senator Sherrod  Brown,
Densocral of Ohio amd chiir of the
Banking Committes, on Tuesday
shot down the idea that he would
separate Mz Raskin from the
other nomdness to allow the reat to
ndvance, Ms, Raskin could face
tough odds of passing, especially
om lser o,

By nominating five of the Fed's
COMTINULD O/ PAGD BY
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Intel Agrees to Purchase
Chip Manufacturer

Intel sald on Tuesday that (¢ had
agresd o buy Tower Semiconduc-
tor for $5.4 billlon, a deal ajmed a2
accelerating the Silicon Valley gi-
ant's plan to mansfacture chips
for ather companies,

Tower, founded i 1693 and
based in lsrmel, operates chip
manufacturing services using fac-
tories in that country, the United
States, Japan and 1taly, It special-
res in alder production technolo-

gies, including those necded to
miake components used in radio
applications.

Intel, by contrast, operabes
some of the most advanced fac-
tories that have mainly produced
the microprocessors that the com-
pany designs. But under Patrick
Gelsinger, who became chief exec-
utive last year, the company an-
nounced & push to alse manufac-
ture chips designed by othors,

That effart is in part & response
to surging demand for chips and &
global shortage of the compo-
nents, which has idled car plants
and hurt other companies’ pro-
duction plants. DON CLARYK

AUTOMOBILES
U.5. to Allow Headlights
That Reduce Glare Effect

U5, highway safety regulntors
are about to allow new high-tech
headlights that can automatically
tallor beams so they focus on dark
areas of the road and don't create
glare for ancoming drivers.

The Mational Highway Traffic
Safety Administration said it is-
sued a final rule allowing “pdap-
tive driving beam headlights™ on
new vehickes It will go into sffect
when published in the Federal
Register in the next few days,

The headlightz, commonly used
in Europe, have LED lamps that
can focus beams on darkness such
ms the drivers lane and areas
along the roadside. They also
lower the intensity of the Hght
beams if there’s oncoming raffic.
Camera sensors and computers

Y Daslapd THE POST-LRESCENT, Vis &8

help determine where the light
should go,

“This final rule will improve
safety for pedestrinns and bicy-
clists by making them more visi-
bie ot night, and will help prevent
crashes by better iluminatng an-
imals and objects in and along the
road,” the agency said on Tuesday
ASSOCIATED PRESS

FINANCE

Regulators Investigate
Block Trades at Big Banks

The Securities and Exchange
Commission has sent subpoenas
to Morgan Stanley and Gobdman
Sachs to examine their practices
around block trades, four people
with knowledye of the matter said.
They requeested ancmymity to dis-
cuiss o pethve moguley,

Federal prosecutors in Mew
York are alzo looking into the
practice, three of the people said.

Companies typically arrange
block trades via banks when they

want to buy or sell a large amount
of stock quietly, hoping to min-
imize sharp price movements.
Banks look for buyers or sellers
for that blg slug of stock and
pocket a fee for their rode.

The authorities are looking into
whether hedge funds or other
traders approached by the banks
o buy big blocks of stock improp-
erly used the knowledge of that
impending trade, In particulsr,
they are investigating whether
hedge funds used the information
1o “short™ the shares, one of the
people sail. MATTHEW GOLDSTEIN
AND LANANH NGLYEN
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Tempering of Ukraine Tensions Lifts Markets

By The Assscisted Fress

Technology companies led a re-
bound for siocks on Wall Street
Tuesday ns investors welcomed
signs that tensions might ease
over the Russian military buildup
on Ukraine’s border.

The 5&P 500 rose L& percent.

STOCKS & BONDS

The gain snapped a thres-doy lns-
inp streak and nearly made up for
all af its losses st week. The Dow
Jones industrial average rose 1.2
percent and the Mas-
doqg composite climbed 1.5 per-
cent.

Bond yields were mixed. LLS.
crude all futures fell, as did gald
prices.

The mally came as Russin an-
nounced that some units partici-
pating in  military exercises
around Ukraine would begin re-
turnbng to their bases. Later in the
day, Russinn President Vadimir
Putin said Moscow is ready for
talks with the United States and
NATO on military transparency
and other security issuwes. Stll,
President Biden sadd Thesday that
the LS. hed not yet verified Rus-
sha's cladm of a troap drawdown,

"The anxiely retreated” said
Sam Swovall, chiefl investment
strategist at CFRA “1t books as if
there's still hape for a diplomatic
solution”

The S&P 500 rose G540 points
tn 447107, Roughly 80 percent of
stocks within the benchmark in-
dex notched gains. In addition to
technology  stocks, banks and
companies that rely on consumer
apending also helped Lift the mar-
ket

The Dow Jones industrial aver-
age rose 42067 points to 34, 883,84
and the Nosdag rose 345,84 points:
to 14,139.76.

Smaller company stocks out-
paced the broader market. The
Russell 2000 rose 55,67 points, or
1B percent, o 207646,

Bond yields continued rising.
The yield on the 10-vear Treasury
rose o L4 percent from L9 per-
cent Mondny The gains helped lift
banks, which rely on higher bond
vields o charge more luerative in-
terest raes on loans. JPMorgan
Chise rase L5 percent.

Treasury yields have been gain-

The S&P 500 Index

Position of the S&P 500 index at 1-minute intervals on Tuasday
—— Previous Close: 440167

Producer Prices
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ing ground throughouot 2022 as in-
vestors prepare for the Federal
Reserve to start rlsing interest
rates to fight inflation, The central
bank Is expected to start raising
rates in March and traders see &
61 pereent chance for a first hike of
halfa percontage: point, double the
traditional move.

LLS, benchmark crude oll prices
slamped 3.6 percent. Oil prices
have been volatile amid tensions
over Russin potentially invading
nelghbortng Ukrakne. Russia s a
major energy producer, nd mili-
tary actlon that disrupts supplies
could jolt markets and global in-
dustries.

European markets, which have

been sensitive (o tensions  be-
tween Russia ond Ulonine, recov-
ered some of their losses Tuesday
nfter Russin said it was withdrow-
Ing some troops, however ana-
lysts notedd that the rebound be-
lied some skepticiam.

“While this s an encouraging
development, talk tends to be
cheap and so far, there has baen
little evidence of that happening
on the ground, which perhaps
helps explain why today's re-
bound hrs been coutions, relative
to recent losses” said Michael
Hewsan, chief market analyst at
CMC Markets UK.

The concerns on Wall Street
over the potentinl conflict were
piled on Lo a long st of threats for
the broader financial markets and
glabal sconomy that nclude per-
sistently rising inflation's impact
o bushnesses and consumers, &
report from the Labor Depart-
ment on Teesday showed that
wholesale inflation surged again
in January, rising 9.7 percent from
n year earlier.

“Today is clearly a rally on less
peapolitical tensions and really ig-
noring the nflation pleture” snd
John Lynch, chief investment offi-
cer for Comerica Wealth Manags-
ment.

Inflationary pressure iz still
gathering momentum, Mr. Lynch
sald, and that makes a half-per-
centage point hike from the Fedin
March almost necessary to pe-
inforoe that the cemtral bank is se-
rious about fighting inflation.

What Happened in Stock Markets Yesterday
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Metamorphosis

In Workplace:
Ex‘F HCEbDGhlE‘rS
Are Metamates

By MIKE ISAAC
and SHEERA FRENKEL

Google's employees are called
Googlors, Amazon's workers are
known ns Amagonians. Yahoo's
emphoyess wera Yahoos.

B0 it was a conundrum for em-
plovess at Facebook, long known
as Fncebookers, when the com-
pamy rennmed itsclf Mots lnte last
year,

The torminology is now no long-
Er in guestion, Al a mesting on
Tuesday, Mark Zucherberg, Face-
book's founder and Meta's chief
executive, announced a now name
for his company™ employess:
Metamates,

Mr. Zuckerberg introduced the
erm as part of an overhaul of
Meta's corporate values, which he
said necded updating because of
the company’s new direction, In
October, he took many by surprise
by shifting Facebook toward the
so-called metaverse, in which dif-
ferent compuling platforms are
connected to one another across
the intermer, The move de-empha-
sized the company's social net-
working spps, like Facebook, In-
stngram and WhaisApp, which
have been under scruting for pri-
vacy and data challenges, hateful
content nmd misinformation,

50 past Facebook walues ke
“Be bold™ and “Focus on impact™?
They are gone. In their place are
“Live in the [uture,” “Build awe-
some things" “Focus on long-
term impact® and “Metn, Meta-
mates, me” M Zuckerberg said,

“I"ver plwnys belioved that in or-
der for values (o be useful, they
need to be jdens thar good compa-
nbes can reastnably disagres with
or emphasize differently”  he
wrate in & Facebook post, mdding,
“1 think these values capture how
WEMSE ket 0 & company to bring
caer vigion to Jife”

Silicon Valley companies have
long had their own jargon and cul-
mres. Corporate  motios  like
“Dien’t be evil,” “Innovation leads
toinnovation” and “Move fast and
break things" nre legion. Palantin,
& big data seltware company, even

A new colleague

for Googlers

and Amazonians,

emblazoned the slogan “Save the
Shire,” & *Lord of the Rings”™ refer-
ence, on employes T-shins. All of
that gave rise to sendups of the
tech warld like HBOs “Silicon Val-
lex

Meta's employess grested the
reset with mixed repctions.

On some internal forums, hun-
dreds of emplayees webcomed the
changes with heart emojis. Yet in
private chat messnges, oway from
the eyes of managers, some work-
ers expressed more skepticism,

“How is this going to change the
company? 1 don't understand the
messaging,” one engineer wiote
in a private chat viewed by The
Mew York Times. “We keep
changing the name of everything,
amd it is confusing.”

Another employes said being o
Metamate reminded him of sail-
ing “Does this mean we are on a
sinking ship?” the worker wrote.

Others gaid the new slogans
had & “military inspiration” or
gave a sense of heing “n cog in a
muchine,” aecording to emploges
posts reviewed by The Times. And
on Twitter, one Meta employes
made fun of the new values, m
placing them with “conform” ancd
“obey” He gquichly deleted the
message,

Meta declined o comment on
the employes posts.

The Metamates moniker was
colned by Douglas Hofstadeer, a
professor of cognitive scionce: ot
Inckiana University amnd author of
the Puliter Prize-winning book
“(Fidel, Exscher, Bach: An Elernal
Golden Braid” In a tweet, Andrew
Bosworth, Meta's chiel technot-
oy officer, said an employee hnd
emailed Mr Hofsladter for ideas
for a rebrand.

In an email, Me Hofstadrer said
he had originally suggested
“teammate” to describe Meta's
employees, since ench hall of the
word is an anagram of Meta. Ina
postseript, he  recommended
Metamate az an altornative. He
mbided that he was unaware the
company had adopted the name.

“By the way, I don't use Face-
book and never have” he wrote.
“In fact, 1 avold all social medin®”

Mr. Zuckerberg, in his Face-
book post, counseled employees
to e patient with all of the compa-
ny's changes. One of the new val-
ues instructs employees to “foous
om the long-lesm impasct” a5 Face-
boak makes jts ransition (o the
metaverse.

“We should inke on the chal-
lenges that will be the most im-
pactful, even if the full results
wom't be seen for years.” he wrote,

Ryan Mac contributed repoing.

U.S. Puts Ban on Mexrcan Avocados, Citing Threat

By JULIE CRESWELL

Whether smeared on toast, added
to & zalad or topping a burrito, the
avocnado has become o staple in
the: diets of many Americuns,

But the cregmy froit could e
come more difficult to find, The
United States decided late lnst
wesk 1o temporarily block afl im-
parts of avocados from Mexico af-
ter a werbal threst was made to
LL5. safety inspectors working in
the country.

The suspension will “Temain in
place for as bng as necessary 1o
engure the appropriate actions
are taken, to secure the safety of
APHIS personnel working i
Mexico” the LLS. Department af
Apriculture said in & statement,
refarring to the Animnl and Flant
Health Tnspection Service,

In the United Stares, wiere 50
percent of the mvocados con-
sumed come fram Mexico and the
average price of $1.43 an avocado
was already nearly 11 percent
higher than a year ago, analysts
said even a two-week ban could
sharply reduce availability and
further incrense prices,

The mave is & hlow 1o the west-
ern state of Michoacin im Mexico,
the only reghon approved in Mex-
ico o send nvocados o the United
States. There, the green fruil is a
big business, with annual exports
Iotaling nearly 53 billion, The bulk
of thoee avocados go oo the United
States,

While details of the threat o
agency employess were nol made
puldic, the evocado industry has
attracted interest in the past doc-
ade from the drug cartels in the re-

ILAA TASTT TOWINY FON THE MEW YORK TS

Ome state in Mexico supplies mos: of
the svocados congumsd in the 1S,

glon, which have become more
fragmented and sought ways to
diversify  their  illicit  income
SLFEALE.

=1 huansun Eterview with a carte]
leader 10 years ago wio was brag-
Eing about how much money he
whas making from avecados” said
Falko Emmst, a Mexico analyst
with the nomprofit International
Crigis Group, "You've gol a oo
centration of ecomimic wealth in
the region, and the possibility o
siphon pert of that off has acted as
& magnet for these groups”

Mexican gangs are also being
blamed for lmiting lime produc-
tion amd shipments in order to

drive up prices.
In n statement, the Association
of Avocadn g Producers

anid Pchers of Mexico, which rep-
resents 290 avocado Tarmers

and 66 packing houses, said its
banrd of directars had met (o re
view security plans and protocoks
in order to continue to collaborate
with Mexican and LS, nuthorities
and o resume exparting as soom
as posgible.

The LS. han came during one ol
the avocade's biggest events, the
Saper Bowl. And depending om
how long it Insts, it could affect one
of the indusirys other big days,
Cincoe de Mayn,

In 1997, the U.S. began liling &
longstanding ban against Meod-
can avochdos afler weevils, scabs
and other pests entered ULS. of-
chards from imported products.

Now, LS. Inspectors in Mexico
play o crucial role in the expan-
sion of Mexico's avocado marke
because they watch each step af
tie process — from the orchards
to transportation systoms to ship-
pang areas — tomake sure that the
Truitimported to the Uinited Stares
is free from pests, snid Deeid Ore-
den, a professar in the department
of agricultural and applied eco-
namics nt Virginia Tech.

“This was a nice story abowt
how o group of sgribusinessmen
and farmers used scientific meth-
ods to reduse pest risk and allow
trade to socur where there would-
n't normally be an opportunity,”
Mr. Orden sadd, "I was o nice
=ory until the drug cartels got in-
valved”

California, which  supplies
roughly 15 pereent of the LLS, avo-
cado  market, simply cannot
produce enough to meet demand
from consumers nibbling on chips
and gisacamisle and putting mwoc-

dos in smoothics, The per capita
anmual consumption of avocados
has grown o nine pounds, from
four pounds im 2000, and could ex-
ceed 11 pounds in the next five
years, according toanalysts at Ra-

80%
Pottion of svocados consumed i
tha LLS. that come from Mexico

$3B

Annualvalue of Mexicen avocado
eaparts,

boResearch.

The avocwds industry has long
benefited from clever marketing
campaigns, [n the 19808, ads by
the California Avocado Commis-
sion showed the actress Angie
Dickinson in a white leotard, ler
legs stretching on forover, eating
anad gxtolling the diet and health
benefits of the avocsdo. *Would
this body lie o you?*® she cooed.

But the big marketing push has
come during the Super Bowl. Avo-
cngdos From Mexico begnn airing
quirky commercials in the past
decade, one featuring the comedi-
an Jon Lovitz's Moating hewd and
another with the 19805 actress
Molly Ringwald as an infomercial
host hawking pricey gear for your
avorcado, like & personal carrier or
a yurt.

On  Sumcay, Avocidos From

Muxico aired its latest ad during
the game. 11 featured ancient Ro-
man tailgaters at the Colosseum
noshing on guacamole and danc-
img., Reviews online were mixed,

Avocado farmers in the Mi-
choacin region said even a bhan
that lasted a couple of months
could have a huge negative im-
pact on the kacal economy:

“The growing sexson basically
ends in May, and if we lose & cou-
ple of momths to sell, we'll end up
with too much it o 220l in two
month's time," said Jose Hum-
berta Solorzand Mendoea, s third-
generation avocado grower who
has created a digital platform for
proclucers to share pricing infor-
malion 10 improve randparency.
“The produce will be worthless,
and it will fall off the trees after
May"

And o collapse in prices, he said,
could lead to incrensed immigm-
tion from the area into the Undted
States. “There are people who are
living here because of the avo-
cado,” he said. “They make their
living from that, If we don't have
the wmvacadn, they'll move on,”

Mr. Emzt of the [nternational
Crisis Group said that if the
“warning shot" of & temporary
ban turned inte something more
long term, it would affect the poom-
omy and make it easier for the
criminal enterprises to attract re-
cruits,

“You have tens of thousands of
hardworking, law-abiding fam-
ilies that depend on this industry”
Mr. Ernst sald. “If you take away
thivir livelihoods, you play into the
hands of the criminal groups"

Vote on B:dens Fed Pmks Stalls as G.O.P. Bnycotts Meeting

FROM FIRST BUSINESS PAGE
seven governors and all of fts
highest-ramking lenders, M Bi-
dan had a chance to shake wp the
institution, While some of his
picks — hke Mr. Powell — repre-
sented continuity, together thoy
winlel havve mindhe up the maost ra-
cially and pender-diverse Fod
leadership team ever

Sarnh Binder, n professor of po-
lizical science at George Washing-
ton University who co-wrote
hook on the politics of the Fed,
sal Democrats would need to
come up with o stralegy to over-
come the Republican block or the
naminees could get stuck in limbo,

“1t is really & delay — it might
yet scupper Rashin,” she said. She
nated that Democrats could break
the nominations wp or iy to gar-
ner enough support among the
full Senate to override the rules
and get the nomdnees past the
committes, though that might bo o
cleallenge.

“I's prety  uncharted, pnd
they're poing to have to find a
way” Dr. Binder said.

Mally Reynoldds, a senior fellow
in governance studies ot the
Brockings Institution, said that
outside of rying (o change Semnate
rules — which she called the “nu-
clear option” — Democrals’ clear-
eql avenues was probably (o nego-
tinte with Republicans,

“They just need a Republican to
show up,” she noted, explyining
that the senator woubd nol even
need o yote yes for the commities
10 secure s majority and move the
candidates along.

Tuesday’s maneuver was the
Intest stepin Mr. Toomey's opposi-
tion  campalgn  against  Ma
Raskin, who would serve as argu-
ably the nations most important
hank regulntor if confirmed.

Mr Toarmey has critheized Ma,
Raskin for past comments on chi-
mate-reiated regulation, worry-
ing that she would be too nctivist
in bank oversight. More recently,
he has pressed for more informa-
tion about her imteractions with
the Fed while she was on the
bonrd of a financinl technology
company that was pushing for a
paotentially hecrative central bank
Account

"Until basic questions have
been adequately addressed, | do
maot think the committen should
proceed with a wvote on Ms,
Raszkin," Mr. Toomey said in tho
statement

White House officials criticized
his move &s inappropriate when
the Fed is wrestling with rapicly
rising prices and preparing o
ralze interest rates next month,

“It's totally irresponsible, in our
view — it's never been more im-
portant to kave confirmed leador-

Fepuhlican seats wers ompty &t 4 Senate Banking O

ship at the Fed” said Jen Psakl,
the White House press secretary.
She added that the admintstra-
ton's focuws now was moving the
nominees through the commities
and called Mr. Toomey's probing
of Ma. Raskin's backgrownd “false
mllegntions”

The dispute centers on the re-
volwing door belween governe
ment regulators and the arcomne
world of finencial technology

Mr. Toomey and his colleages

A Republican senator
is questioning a
‘revolving door.’

have said Ms. Raskin, a lormer
Fed and Treasury official, had
comtacted the Federal Resoree
Bank of Kansas City on behalf of
Reserve Truat, 4 linancial wechnal-
oy company. Reserve Trust se-
cured n strategically iImportant
aceount at the Fed while she was
om its board: To this doy, it adver-
t=es that it ks the only company of
its kind with whats known as a
“measier” account.

Master accounts give compi-
nies gecess to the LS. payment

baearitg o T

system  mfrastructure, allvwing
fimms to move money withowt
wurking with a bank, among ather
advaniages,

M= Raskin sail in writlen re-
sponses 0 Mr Toamey's gques-
tions early this month that she did
“not recall any communications |
maide to help Beserve Trust obtain
A master pocount” But Mr
Toomey said in n subsequent bet-
ter that the president of the Kan-
sas City Fed, Esther George, had
told his stall that Ms. Raskin
cafled her about the account in
20m.

The Kansas Ciry Fed has in-
sisted that it followed its normal
protocal  in grnting  Reserve
Trusts master aocount and noted
that talking with & frm's board
members was “routine” But Mr
Tosmey has continued to pash for
more information.

“lmportant questions abowt Ms.
Raskin's use of the ‘mevolving
door” remain unsnswered largely
because of her repeated disin-
genupusness with the commit-
tes,” Mr. Toomey said in his state-
ment Tuesday,

Democrats have emphasized
thar Ms, Raskin recently commit-
ted to a new sot of ethics stand-
ards, agreeing oot (o work for fi-
nancial services compandes for

four years after she leaves gov-
emment — a pledge Ms, Cook and
Mr. Jeffersion also made, at the
wrging of Senator Elizabeth War-
ren, Democrat of Massachusets,

Ms. Brainard agreed o oa
weaker version of that commit-
ment that woulkd bar her from
working at bank holding compa-
mies and depesitory institstions
oulside of mission-driven excep-
tinns ke banks that wrget ander-
served communities, & represent-
ative for Ma. Warren's oflics said
Tuesday.

Mr Powell declined 10 make a
simiar commitmment, the repre-
sentative sajd. The Fed chair did
signal that he wauld adhere (o the
administration’s  ethics  rules,
which ban paid work related to
government service for two years
upoan leaving office.

On Tuesday, & dowen Repabiican
chalrs in the room where the com-
mittee met remnined ompty while
Democrats eocupied ther seats
across the room. Democrats took
o vole to show support, though it
was not binding, and Mr. Brown
pledged to reschedule.

“Few things we do a3 senalors
will do more to help address our
coumtry’'s  cconomic  concerns
mure than to confirm this slate of
nominess, the most diverse and

Super Bowl Drew 112 Million Viewers, the Most in 5 Years

By TIFFANY HSU

The Super Bowl on Sunday night
drew the best ratings in five years
for the game, with an average of
1123 million wiewers across televi-
sion and streaming, sccording o
NBCUniversal, which afred the
event.

Viewers luned in for a matchup
that had the Los Angeles Rams
narrowhy prevailing in the final
minutes in their home stadium

over the Cincinnati Bengals, The
halftime show, which highlighted
hig-hop for the first time &t the
event, attrivcied n bigger audience:
than the previous year

Last year's Super Howl, which
appeared on CBS, tallbed 99.7 mil-
lion viewers seross multiple plat-
forms — the smallest audience in
years, This year's game was
shown on NBC, Telemundo, Pea-
cock, NBC Sports Digital, N.FL.

Digitnl platforms and Yahoo
Sparts. Television viewership on
NBC peaked at 104.4 million mid-
way through the game but aver-
aged B2 million, up 4 percent
from Inst year,

The halftime concert, with Dr.
Dre, Snoog Dogg, Eninem, Mary
1. Blipe, Kendrick Lamar and 50
Cent, averaged 103.4 million view-
ers, & 7 percent increase from Inst
year's show by the Weekind. The

average pd — thero were 81 spots
in the national bromdonst —
reachied 106 million viewers, ac-
cording to data from iSpat,

As more people seek outlets for
thedr pandemic fatigue, National
Foothall League games have ac-
counted for 48 of the 50 maost-
watched broadeasts in the 2021
regular seasomn, Even o5 the leagus
batthes criticism about racksm and
player injures.

SANAHBICTH ARANENSTHE REW TORK Ty

(hay, which moant & vote on advancing thie Fed nominees coald net happen.

mst qualited slate of Fed nomi-
nees ever put forward,” Mr. Brown
saidl, chiding Republicans for skip-
ping the session,

“They're taking away probabiy
the mast important ool we have
— and that's the Federal Reserve
— o combat inflation” he later
added.

The Fed has Four currend gover-
nors, in addition to its 12 reglonal
presidents, five of whom vote on
mometary policy at any given
time. Mr. Powell has alrepdy been
serving as chair on an interim ba-
sis, since his leadership tecm alfi-
cially expired this month.

Even il the nominees advinoe,
Mz, Haskin may strugghe to pass
thi full Senate, Winning confirma-
tion would regquire her to maintain
Tl suppeort from all 50 lawmakers
who caucus with Democrats and
for all those lawmakers o be
present unless she can win Re-
publican votes. Senator Ben Boy
Lujin, Democrat of New Mexion,
has been absent as he recovers
from a stroke,

“The Republicans are playing
hardhall because they can,” said
lan Kntz, the managing direcior at
Capital Alpha Partmers. “At the
least, it delays her confirmation. 1t
could have the ultimate effect of
killing ir"
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A You'Tube Star Builds His Empire

He once made videos for a computer store. Now Linus Sebastian is a multifaceted C.E.O.

On Tech
By SHIRA OVIDE

Limues Sebastinn is the face of n mini
YouTabe empire, His company also
resembles a scaled-down version of the
Gap, employing a fashion designer,
logistics experts, graplic designers and
“fit techmicians” to sell merchandise o
fans,

Mr. Sebastian is among the onllne
personalities who have figured out that
putting their names or faces on prod-
ucts i8 increasingly a tieker (o cashing
in o fame,

Sales of themed merchandise like
hoodies and plush toy wideo game
controllors genernted about 32 percont
ol the revenus for M. Sebastian's Linus
Media Group in 2021, up from 3 peroent

five years enrlier, he told me, Mr, Sebas-

tiasn said that “clothing is where really
snccessful people like the Kardashians
ol the world® earn a living. (This isn't
totally trie, but you get the idea.)

Advertising, the comventional wiy for
peopde o errm money [rom online at-
tention, is a bit more than hailf of the
revenue far Linus Media Group, Most
aof the company's videos about comput-
ers, video games and other tech gear
hawe plugs for sponsors, nnd Mr. Sebns-
tinn's company collecls a share af reve-
nue from ads and subscripthons that
YouTuabe sells,

Bat it’s the merchandise that is both
growing faster than other ivcome
streams, and requires different exper-
tise tham amything Mr. Sebastinn has
dane before. *You can't just slap your
lateel oo n Toshirt and hope that people:
will buy i, he said.

0m Tech hos been writing a series of
newsletters on the economics of inter-
nel creators, or people like Mr. Sebas-
tian who are so good at making online
vifdeos and other material that they
turm it into & living.

Mr. Sebastinn offers n glimpso ot the
=kills il tnkes o baild a 21si-century
media company. He is the chiel execu-
tive wha is equally comfortabbe sawing
open old cable TV boxes for 14 million
video subscribers and talking with me
about wonky financial metrics,

Mr. Sebastian's decade-long path to
hecoming m YouTabe stor essentinlly
started with a dare from his lormer
asa. Mr Sebastian was working lor a
computer retall store, which asked him
to make videos to drum up sales. b5
easy (o see why they caught on. Mr,
Sebastian radiates fun in his videos
even i, like me, you would never boikd o
solid gold video game controller.

Then he hod a disagreement over
strategy with a higher-up, who told Mr.
Sabastian that he could either fall in
lime or find another place to make vid-
eos, Mr. Sehastian said, He picked the
sacond option. Mr. Sebastian started his
own YouTube channel in 2013 and

formied o business with his wile just
months after they hed their first child,

Today, Linus Media Group has about
5 employees, and a half-dozen
YouTube channels that have a com-
bimed momnthly viewership that could
cofpers with the Super Bowl's. Stafl
members write scripts, produce the
vidieos and cul deals with sponsors.
They akso budlt & streaming video site o
make money away from You Tule,

About 11 people work just on mer-
chandize. Employees arder blank water
boitles aned underwear from fclories
anid contract with a local printing com-
pamy in the Vancouver area to custom-
ize them. (hers specialize in clothing
design, customer service OT Moving
products ground the world, Salling
merchamdise is inherently more costly
than selling ads.

I o0t abways fun 1o make entertain-
ment for the flckle tastes of millions of
subscTibers.

“Yipur think your job is stressful?™ Mr
Sebastian said. *1 have 10 million
bosses” (Technically, 14 million.}

But even after being a YouTube star
for yeors, Mr. Schastian says he stll
sometimes wakes up in the middle of
the night excited nbout a wacky video
I b try.

This essay was adapted from tha On Tech
newsletter, defivered every weekdny. To sign
up, o bo nytimes.com/newslattors

LKE CaBLBE

Two Women and a Debate Over the True China

FROM FIRST IFEINESS PAGE
mizeries become an mooivenbent
truth.

“Dipes Eileen Gu's success
have anything to do with ordi-
nary Chinese?® goes the hond-
Fine of one viral article that wes
censored later,

“Con we remember these
women while cheering for Eilleen
Gu?" msks another hesdlins,

“To judge whether a society is
civilized or ood, we should not
ook &t how succeasiul e privi-
leged are but how miserable the
disndhvantaged are," the nrticke
zail "Ten thousand sports cham-
pions can't wash away the hu-
miliation of one enslaved woman,
nat to mention tens of thousands
al them.”

The Chinese government
doesn’t like where the debate is
heading. The juxdaposition of the
two women highlights that un-
derneath the glamomus surfice
al pne of the workd’s largest
econmmies lle jarring poverty
and widespread abuso of wom-
en's rights.

It defeats the purpose of re-
cruiting star athlefes fike Ms.
Gu: to showease o powerful
China with global appeal,

“The reality is thot the vast
majority of Chinese won't have
the opportunity to become Efleen
Gu,” Li Yinun, founder of a prom-
inent education company in
Baijing. wrote in an article. But
the tragedy of the chained wom-
an, she wrole, could happen o
ANYOE.
A few hours later, har article
was deleted.

Embedded in the debate is 8
deep disnppointment among
midldle-class Chinese who are
usually willing to go along with
the government’s narrntives but
are incensed by the repeated lies,
lack of action and subseguent
censorship in the case of the
chained waman.

They feel that the government
I5 pouring too MAny respuTes
hehind a privileged member of
the sociery while neglecting
another member n dire need of
halp. Thoy're worried that the

latter's misfortune could happen
to them or thelr daughters.

Mony social medin users,
including seme self-claimed
nationalistic linle pinks, posted a
quide from a famous Chinesa
novel; “1 love the country. But
does the country love ma?”

The story of the chained wom-
an — whose naome, aecording o
the government, ks Xiaohuamei
(little flower plum) — has capti-

DMIG MRLSTHE NEW YO&K TIRIES

Eileen G won gold for China.

‘The vast majority of
Chinese won't have
the opportunity to
become Eileen Gu.'

Li ¥irua, Tounder of & prominent
education company in Beigng.

wated the Chinese internet since
& short video went viral in late
Janunry. In it, & middie-age wom-
nn with o dazed expression stood
in the dark shack with a chain 'on
her neck, Subsequent videos
revealed that she had lost most
of her teeth and scemed to be
mentally disturbed.

The local authoritles ssued
four conflicting statements in the
Toliowing two weeks, In the latest
statement on Thursday, the
nutharitics reported that Xiao-
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Cn campus,
Out in the warld,
i Facubty and

huamed could be a victim af
human trafficking and that her
hushand was under imvestigation
for Takse imprisonment. The
gowvernment had denied bath
earfier.

The fates of the two women
converged online last week after
Mz, Gu won her gold medal,

At one polnt, Ms, Gu, who
grew up in an upscale neighbor-
hood In San Francises and repre-
sents some of the biggest brands,
Bk Louis Vigitton and Tiffany &
Company, ocoupied 10 of the 20
hattest hashtngs on Weibo. The
hashtag about Xinchuamed was
nowhere (o be seen, even though
many people were still tnlking
aboul her

Some socin]l medin users were
patraged by the lopsided trent-
ment of the two women. They felt
that even though they had tried
their best to be the ohedient and
u=elul tools in the giant ma-
chinery of the Chinese state,
Kinohuame's tragedy showed
that the stale won't necessarily
offer them protection.

A Weibo user with the handle
flanlankuaitan wrote that she
was o middbe-clnss mother who
just wanted a pesceful life and
never wanted to engage in social
issues,

“1 worked hird 1o radse my
daughter. I"ve bought & house for
her and saved money for her to
pursue & doctoral degree,” she
wrodn, “I wanted her to be free
like o bird who could fly any-
where and enjoy life, But the
reality showed me that she could
be the next to be abducted to the
mintaing af Xuzhow and tor-
tured by men.”

M=, Gu and her supporters
could nrgue that it was not fair to
campare her success with the
tragedy of the chained woman.
They hove m point. But they
should blame the Chinese state,
which has besn showering the
Olympian with adulation and
protection while seeminghy ig-
naring the plight of Xiaohuaamsad.

Many of the hottest socinl
media hashtags about Ma. Gu
were created by the most impor-
tant officinl media outlets, mclud-
ing the Peoples Daily and Xin-
hua Mews Agency.

OHficial media artention i also
coming from some unexpected
carners. # EileenGupushesback-

onAmericanmedia, created by &
website under China's powerful
macTecanomic planning agency,
T 850 million views.

The website of the Communist
Party's anti-graft enforoement
arm published an exclusive
Interview with Ms, Gu.

When China's nationalistic
online users criticized that Ms.
Gu didn't sing along to the na-
tional anthem on the podium,
‘Weibo consored hashings such as
# EfleenGunationalanthem.

Enown as the “frog princess"®
in China, Ms. Gu was elusive
wheen asked aboul Peng Shuai,
the tennis star who was onoce
hailed by the state media as “oor
Chinese princess.” Ms, Peng
nocused n retired top Chinese
lender of sexual assaull in MNo-
vember, and her nanse remains
strictly censored on the Chinese
internet.

Because she avobds sensitive
issues, Ms. Gu is hadled as the
mode] athlete for the others of
Chinese heritage to learn (rom.
She's al=o cited as evidence of
the superority of Ching's govern-
ance model over that of the
United States,

“It’s 0 great that the beawtiful,
talented Eileen Gu came back to
compete lor China and wan,”
wrote Hu Xijin, a former editor in
chief of The Global Times who
still writes for the Communist
Party tablold, “while the blind,
disabled Chen Guangcheng went
1 the United States o ‘sesk
brightmess”™ hr. Ches is the
bilimd human rights lawyer who
was pul under house arrests for
years before moving o the
Umnited States in 2002,

Mr. Hu wrote that China wel-
comed more scientists, athletes
and businesspesple. *Let China
pe the place to get things done.”
he wrote.

Some social media users crit-
cized Mr. Hu's post, saying it
rewealed how the system thought
of the disalded and the disadvan-
taged like Xisohuwamel.

*This is life in China,” the
writer Murong Xuecun posted on
Twitter. “On one side is & Winter
Olympéc champion who cannot
be criticized. On the other side is
the choined woman who is being
censored. One has & bright fu-
ture. The otler has come toa
dead end.”

Tyson Is Easing Mask Rules
At Some Processing Plants

By LAUREN HIRSCH

Tyson Foods, one of the first na-
tional employers o mandate
Cowvid vaccines for its workers, is
moving [0 ease mask require-
ments for its employees as the
number of coronavires cases
the United States falls.

The meatpacking giant said on
Tuesdoy that fully waccinated
workers of “some Incilities” could
begin o remove their masks ot
work. Tt joined companies like
Walmart and states like Mew York
that have movesd to loosen restric-
thons in hopes of nchieving a new
normal in the ahsence of revised
national gpuidelinas,

“Due to our many efforts and,
most  importantly, our enter-
prisewide  vaccinated — stapus,
we've seen lower rates of Cowvid-19

120,000 workers
with a 96 percent
vaccination rate.

inlection, as well as extremely low
rates of serious illness ol Tyson,”
Tom Brower, the company's sen-
for vice president of bealth and
safety, wrote ina memo to employ-
BRE

“And in recent weeks the num-
ber of active cases at Tyson has
declined significantly,” he pdded.

A spokesman for Tyson said the
company has “had productive and
ongodng conversations with union
reprosentatives nbout the policy
change.”

Tysom has 120,000 workers in
more than a dozen states. The
loeg hours they spend working in
tight quarters make them particu-
Inriy susceptible to the virus. And
the company was criticized early
in the pandemic for failing to do
enough to protect its workers
from the coranavirus, which killed
muore than 1 of its employees.

Slaughterhouses became  hot
spots for the coronavirus as it
spread, posing a serious challenge
10 meat production. In April 2020,
President Donald I Trump said
the slaughtering and processing
of beef, chicken and pork was
“critical infrastructure,”  mdicat-

ing the admimistrstion wias allow-
ing the ptants to remaln open de-
spite a growing number of deaths
among their workers. The order
followed weeks of industry lobby-
ing led by Tyson.

A recent congressional report
said that at & Tyson plant in Ama-
rille, Texas, inspectors had ob-
servid that many employees were
warking with “saturated™ masks,
At a pork plant in Waterloo, lowa,
dozens of workers fedl ill and three
diedl. Local officials, incheding the
county sheritl, said the company
initially refused their requests to
shut down the plant in the spring
of 2020,

Tyson say4 it has spent more
thon §810 million on coronavirus
safery measures and new on-gite
medical services. It conducted
plantwide coronavirus  testing
and hired it= first chief medical of-
ficer,

In August, the company an-
nounced 3 vaocine requirement
far itz packing houses and pouliry
plants, many of which are in the
South and Midwest, where resist-
ance to the vaccines has been
kigh. By Movember, more than B
percent of its work force was vac-
cinated,

Ty=on defines fully vaccinated
a5 mwo doses of the Plizer-BioN-
Tech or Moderna shots or one
dose ol the Johnson & Jobhnaon
shot, Mr. Brower said Tuesday
The company has hosted more
than 1) clintes offering booster
shits, he said, and it continues to

encourage”  booster
shots for employees,

The number of coronavirus
cases hns declined about 80 per-
cent natienally since its peak in
Janunry, to a nationnl average of
155,000 per day, about the same as
it was in late Decembern

Tyson's easing of its mask rules
|s conditioned on local and other
applicable laws, as well as federal
regulations, which require the
continued use of masks at certain
facilities, depending on the trans-
mission rate, Mr Brower sadd.
Tyzon plans to inform emplovess
soon which plants pmed offices will
b affected by the change.

It is also reviewing — and con-
sidering adjusting — guidedlnes
for socinl distancing and testing.

Tesla C.E.O. Made Quiet Gift to Charity of Almost $6 Billion

By MICHAEL J. de la MERCED

In an inconsplewous tashion —wia
aregulatory filing with the Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission —
Elon Musk, Tesla's chief execu-
tive, disclosed on Monday that he
gave nearly $6 billion worth of the
company's shares w0 charity last
year, instantly propelling him into
the upper ranks of philanthropic
donors.

But the document gave lime in-
formation sbout where he di-
rected his wealth, the DealBook
newsletter reports.

Mr. Musk donsted just over live
million shares i Movember, Ge-
cording 1o the filing. Based on the
average price of Tesla shares on
the davs he sold, thot s worth
roughly 557 billlon. That would
make him the second-biggest do-
nar lasl year, behind onky Bill
Gates and Melinda French Gates
and their $15 billion in giving., nc-
cording to the Chrankele of Philan-

A TP ACERCE FRAMCE PRESSE — CATTY G
Elon Musk’s share gift seems tn have vaulted him 1o the top ranks of donors

thropy.

In Movember and December,
Mr. Musk sold more than S16 bil-
lion worth of shares, much of
which was meant to cover tax obili-

gations after he exercised stock
options. At the time, he wrote on
Twitter that he was likely to pay
mure thin §11 hillion in taoees, one
of the biggest individual bills i

LS. history. The stock donation
could be useful in defraying that
Till.

The guestion is where those
shares went, The donation cams
ns Mr. Musk argued with populist
lawmakers like Senstors Bernse
Samders, the independént [from

Vermont, and Elizabeth Warren, |

Democral  of Massachusens,

ahout wealth inequality and taxes, |

Several observers noded that
weeks before his donation, Me

Musk twested that he would give |

§6 billion if the United Mations
could prove that money coukd help
solwe world hunger. Days after-
ward, the LLN.'s World Food Pro-

oatlined how it woubd spend |

56,6 billion 1o help avert famine.
W Musk's other disclosed phil-

anthropic efforrs include millions |
in gifts o Texas municipalities |
and & $100 million prize for devel- |

oping technologies Lo remove car-
bon dioide fram the aic
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Eerri Raissinn said her fncher, Max, was treated in three (acilities in ohe finad 12 days of his lie. 0w of the more than A poromit of Karen's Bopp's mother, Mary, and her wedding gloves atop a pile of funeral expenses, *1 have

040,000 Covid-relased deaths in the LLS., roughly 273,000 appllcanis have been pakl a votal of S1.78 billion, FEMAsays.  correspondencs with at leass 15 |f not 20 people® who have rejected te submitted documentation, Ms. Bopp sadd.

Chasing a Covid Benefit That Nobody Really Wants to Use

EVAN ENIIHE FOR THE MOW YORK T

FROM FIRST BUSINESS PAGE
Covid-19. He was dischirged to a
skilled nursing facility, but was
rushed 1o a hosplal in Kary when
hiz oxygen levels crashed. He died
of a heart attack a few hours later.

But Covid-18 wasn't listed on
Mr. McGaoghey's death certifi-
cate, an oversight that his davpgh-
ter has been trying to correct by
potting the appropriate documen-
tation from his doctors at the first
hospital and the nursing facility so
she can send it to the hospital
whera he died. Then the certifi-
cirbe can b updated through the
Texas Department of State Health
Services.

“It is bureancratic and it pre-
vents closure, but also we really
need the death benefits,” Ms. Rais-
sian suid.

The median cost of a funeral
was nearty 58,000 in 2021, secord-
ing to the Mational Funeral [rec-
tors Association. Thart is a heavy
financial burden, particularly for
lower-income  families, wWhich
have been hardest hit by the pan-
demic, or those deating with the
expense far sooner thin they had
expecied.

Ellen Wynn McBrayer, presi-
dent of Jones-Wynn Funeral
Homes & Crematory near Atlamts,
heiped a woman with two young
children plan the funeral for her
husband, who died from the virus,
The reimbursement  program
mada the sudden expenses easier
o afford,

“A young family doesn't really
plan for end of life” Mrs. Wynn
McBrayer said “They will be ahle
to have a headstone to visit on
their dad's grave. It was a huge
hlessing in the mbdst of the storm."

FEMA said nearky 415,000 peo-
ple had applied for funeral kssist-
ance. Roughly 97 percemt of thosa
who provided all documentation
had been approved as of Feb, I,
the fpency Said

Jaclyn Rothenberg, FEMA's di-
rector of public affairs, acknowl-
edged that some families have hit
stumbiing blocks, but said Ih_ﬁ'
BOVErNmMEnt agency &5 responsi-
hile for doing its due diigence.

“Wie are always looking for
Ways i improve our process and
muake it eazier for applicants espea-
cially during these difficult mo-
ments,” she said. FEMA has also
hired a contractor o heip better
communicate what the program is
about and how v works, Ms.
Rothenberg added,

Applicants can smooth  the
process by having all the required
paperwark ready when they ap-
ply. which begins with a phone call
to FEMA. To file an application, &
perzon mast be a LLS, cuzen, &
noncitizen national or a gualified
alien. The deceased person does
not need 10 meet those require-
menis, but must have died in the
Undeed States or one of its territo-
ries,

To qualify, the expenses miust
have been incurred after Jan. 20,
2020, All expenses for a deceased
individual shouki be included on
the same application, FEMA said,
If multiple people paid expenses,
one should file the application b
include the expense documenta-
tion for everyone who contribut-
ed. (A co-applicant (= permitted.)
Reimbursements areé cappid
535,500 b you Iost muliiple loved
s

Death certificates issued after
My 16, 2020, must list Covid-19 as
a direct or indirect canse. For co-
ronavirus deaths before thit —
when there was less testing early
in the pandemic — there's more
flexibility: Applicants can provide
a signed statement explaining the
connection from the original certi-
fier of the death {or the medical
examiner or coraner where the

VAN JENKINS ISON 111 NICN YORK TIMs
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Mr. McGaughey died of Covid-19 in
December at age 86, His daughtes,
Ms, Rnissian, above, hos spent a
mennth irying 1o have his death
certificate chianged so that she can
apply for wp o 50,000 n federal
reimbursement for his funeral.

“This policy all but
guarantees many
people who are
entitled to these
benefits will not get

¥
them.
Kermi Raissian, on the obstacles she
has faced b fo quiskty for death
Deanalits for e Tatner

Ms. Bopp and ber son, Tyler, who
was the primary caregiver for her
mether, Mary, who died of Covid las
vear at 94, Ms. Bopp began the
application process for funeral
benedits in late April but wasn
reimbursed until Octaber

person died).

The program will not reimbu
for bills paid with assistance fr
another source, such &8 prep
funeral contracts or burial and
neral insurance. Bl applica
miy sl Do ehigible for FEMA
sistance if those sources did
cover all costs.

Dealing with paperwork in
throes of ensetional traam s d;
cult, bt keeping clear records
ease the application process. M
Wynn MeBrayver, the fung
home director, said survivors
imended o apply for the progr
should be careful to use their |
legal name on receipts m© ma
what would be used on the ap
Carion,

“It i5 & Blessing,” she said of
mssistance, “if you can find a ble
Ing in the rubhie”

Karem Bopp, who lost her
vear-old mother wo Covid last ye
legrned about the progr
through an emall from her 1
representative that arrived j
hours before her mother died. |
Bopp’s mother, Mary, died o
heart condition exbcerbited
the coronavirus nearly i
months after testing positive
Christmzas,

Wi dlidin't want to put herin
hospital because there were al
these siories of seying gondbye
a foom call, so we kepr her
home," Ms. Bopp said, adding t
her son, Tyler, handied most of
caregiving. “The Covid thing
areal shocker, She wasn't read)

Eo.

Bafore she even appibed, |
Baopp had to correct the death o
tificabe; it liseed diasoolic he
fuilure as a cause of death, |
Covid-19, That may Isave Do |
easiest hurdle o overcomse — |
mother's hospice care provi
quickly addressed the problem

Ms. Bopp began the applicas
process in ke April, but she w
o't reimbursed until Ocrober
much longer than the rooghly
days that FEMA said was the
dian time from applicaton o
eligibility decision,

Even with the correcied de
cartificate, she said, FEMA |
tinlly rejected the claim beca
the agency couldn’t find Co
listed as & couse, Thene werne od
hurdles: After settling a probl
with & hard-to-read burial rece
there Wiks an issue with the recs
for the coffin.

Mz, Bopp's mother, a Cathe
had requessed that it be made
an order of Benedictine mog
that had produced a coffin fo
friend's funeral Ms. Bopp had
call the abbey and eventually
ordinared & conference call w
ita business manager and FEN
The profdem ok mone tha
muonth to resokve,

1 have correspondence witl
leagt 15 f not 20 people of hav
submitted  documentition
hawing it rejected,” =aid Ms. Bo
a reading and math interventi
ist in an elementary school in |
nois.

After more than four monih:
hack and forth — Ms. Bopp =
she hiod logged into her FEMA
count more than 31 times — ¢
was reimbursed for the full cos
the funeral, about $8,000.

The money arrived withi
couple of weeks, and Ms. B
wins abbe v repay a nome-equ
loan that her mother had tad
out and thar the family had use
pay the funeral expenses. W
the loan pawd off, the family »
ahle 1o settle her mother's ests

“The process Wis way more
flcult and time consuming than
had anticipated.” Ms. Bopp =
“so it was a great relief w be a
tno finalize everything.”
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Lobbies Make Subtle Changes for Covid

Contactless tools like discreet temperature and body scanners may become more common in offices.

Square Feet
By JOE GOSE

After Sepl 11, the lnbbbes in many 1S,
office buildings permanently changed
as landlords beefed up security, adding
cameras, turnstiles, programmable
elevators and sther technalogicnd tools.
All who entered were required to have
identification, and guards recorded who
came and went.

Now, as pandemic restrictions ease
and workers begin to trickle back into
the: office, the lobhy is changing again,
this time with an emphasis on health
and safety, But the changes are subitle,
and they are primarily meant to ease
the: Mow af the turnstile,

Muost notably, mobile applications tied
1o building security or operating sys-
tems are replacing plastic 1D badges
for workers and the check-in process.
for visitars, The goal is to digitally
connect nmyone entering the building
while minimizing direct contact. Body

‘It gives us a lot more
control as to who comes
into the building.'

Salvatone Oragone, director of
property management for
Rubenstein, speaking aboul
preregisiraiion far enlny,

scanners and air sensors are expected
to become more prominent in the fu-
fure,

Unlike the extra security measures of
the past-2/11 world, which were plrin to
see, the latest changes will go largely
umawdiced, said Jurgen Timperman,
president of fire and security at Carrier
Global, a provider of building operating
systems based in Palm Beach Gardens,
Fia

“With these applications, we have all
the information we need about some-
one before they get o the building,” he
said, “So the days where somebody sits
hehind o desk with a big book amnd pen
are all bt over”

Bullding apps allow users o upload
identification and other credentials, like
thelr vaccine status, and aller the flexi-
bility to add functions like lealth ques-
Uonmilres that preseréen employess or
vigitors before their arrival. The apps
can also track users throwghout a build-
ing, which can help companies use
space more officiently or close areas to
redisce ooCUpancy.

Vendors nre tight-lipped when i
comes to how much building systems
cost, s nre the lnndlords who hove
installed them. One problem, they say,
is that price varies with a building's
size and layout and the number of
people, sensors and functions on the
EysLEm.

The behind-the-scenes overhaul of
security systems is catching on in office
buildings and even #t universities,
Students and faculty at the Rochester
Institute of Technology in upstate New
York, for example, use a system from
Carrier for mobile entry to buildings on
cAmpus

Thiz Mew York developer Sikverstein
Properties has introduced a contactless
ontry system for tenants at 7 World
Trade Center in Manhatian that allows
employees to use badges stored in
Apple Walled o gakn access o ofllos
and amenity spaces. And at Deutsche
Bank's now offices in the former Time
Warner Center, vaccination status is
loaded onto employes badges for entry
through its turnstiles, a spokesman
said,
1n August, Rubenstein Parmers
rolled out n platform and app from
HD, & provider of building operating
systems, ol m 500,00-square-foot office
building known as 25 Kent in Broaklyn,
about 16 months after it opened. Ru-
benstein had decided before the pan-
demic to use the technology in the new
development, but the desire to create a
contactless entry hastened the timing,

“1n the past, wien sumeone visited
an office, you'd hand your 1D to a sec-
rity person. But with Covid, distnnce
became a concern,” said Salvatore
Diragone, director of property mannge-
ment for Rubenstein, which is based in

Philadelphin, “Now wou can preregister,
and your phone opens & turnstike or
ehrvator door, [t gives us o ot more
control as to who comes into the build-
ing.”

In addition 1o the apps, permanent
bart discreet tempernture and body
scanners and air sensors in lobbies and
elsewhere could become more com-
monplace, especially if other pirborms
Virnses or mee corMnavirus variants
EmETRE,

AS pIoperty managers continue to
reimagine the office lobby, tenants and
visitors can alse expect a “conclerge
[eel” v mddition to basic security, Mr.
Dragone =aid, as music, HVAC fra-
grance dilfisers, arl and other experi-
entinl elements become more commaon-
place,

Ani those phexiglass dividers? *1
don't think they're there for good,” he
nddied, *nor do we want them to stay
longer than need be”

The technalogy continies a move-
ment to nutomate manual processes
acrogs industries. Bul in commercial
renl estabe, it s also part of a trend o
create a more hospitable and mviting
amaosphere by borrowing ideas from
hotel Inbhies, like seating lunges and
meeting areas, said Lenny Beaudoin,
who oversees workplace, design and
occupency for CBRE, & commercial real
estate brokerage firm. CBRE also cromt-

il Host, an app for tenants and lansd-
lords, and other digital building operat-
ing soluthons,

"What owners are providing in kob-
bies is largely a response to wihal ten-
ants want, and ultimately that's & more
connected experience,” snid Sandeep
Davé, the chief digital and technology
officer at CBRE. “The focus now is on
the convergence of functions on a
smprtphome that will provide & contact-
less experience and encourage peaple
to return to work, and to return safely”

Thve pandemic has accelerated inter-
st in contactless solutions, said James
Scott, the lead researcher at the Real
Estate Innovation Lab at the Massa-
chussits Institute of Technology:

“Im light of Covid, the scceptance of
new technology and its implementation
became extremely impartant,” he said.
“The sdoption rate has accelerated by
anywhere from three wo five years”

In & 2021 global survey, nearky two-
thirds of 250 respondents said they hod
either adopted mobile credentialing o
contrel bullding sccess ar planned 1o
over the next two years, according (o
IFSEC Glolal, an international security
and fire safety news and conference
organization in London

Despite the urgency created by the
pandemic, some landiords and property
managers are still mulling how to best
strengthen their lobby safety and secu-

LEIRY MLATCT] POR THE NEW YORE TIMES

€

CARRT MORES FOE TIE REW VOED TIMES

B

:I""‘“-\-t:
|| ‘

CARITE JORES FOR THE FEW YORE TIMES

Top and above right, contactless enry at 25 Kent, 8 S00,000-square-foos office building in
Brooklyn. Above lefi, using a phone to gain access 1o 0 mesting room at the Rochestar
Institine of Technology. Some building apps lor wsers upload their vaccine stins.

rity, and by how much

Complicating matters is the lack of &
unified system. The sector for building
software solutions remams fragmented,
with severnl property technology com-
panies competing. And the abilities are
a1ill being explored. For Instance, apps
have been developed to aotomatically
call an elevator when o person enters a
hutlding, bui technology providers have
yet to roll out the feature in a signifi-
cant way, Mr. Scott said,

The same is true for the deployment
of auwtomated temperature scanmers, he
added. In many cases, temporary tem-
perature-taking stations disappeared in
2021, belare the Omicran varlant of the
coronnvirus ook hold,

"Omnce & pandemic loses its steam,
these types of temporary messures
tend o gather dust in a Storags rmoom
uniess they hivee heen integrated into
the framework of the building mannge-
ment system,” Mr. Scott said.

Expense ks alio a consideration,
particularly in older buildings that lnck
a robust technology foundation, said
WAL Watls 1V, president of the Institute

of Real Extate Management, an interna-

tionad organization for property and

asset MANAEITS.

For example, a project to retrofit an
18-ywear-old, 25 000-square-foot building
in Birmingham, Ala., costs around £5 a
square foot just to install base infra-
structure, said Mr, Watts, who goes by
Chip. He and other industry ohservers
question whether low-density suburban
offices in smaller markets oven need to
install such imtensive security and
safiety mensures,

But technological mnovation is on its
way, said Dawn M. Carpenter, the
founder of Dawning Real Estate and a
broker who manages about five million
square feet of commercial real estate in
New York.

I her 200, 000-square-foot office
basilding on Staten [sland, security
guards at the lobby desk still call ten-
ants when visitors arrive, Ms. Car-
penter said, The puests then wait wtil
someonsa takes the elevator down to
fetch them. Since Omicron hit, however,
nr wisitors hove been allowed.

“Adding n building sperating system
is a big capital expenditure, and owners
have to buy into it she said “There's
nod one in this building vet, bt it will
b coming.”

Transactions

RECENT SALE

$1.2million

247 Courl Stresd {betwesn
Douglass and Dograw Stroets)
Brookhm

Buitt in 1831, this thres-story,
2,688 sruane-loot building in
Cobble Hill has one ground-floor
comemarcial unit and one remnt-
stabilized three-bedroom duplex

RECENT SALE

Byenue)
Broaklyn

apartmenl on [he upper floors, The
commmenzial unit was presdously

FESTRENCH ALALTY CROAIP

occupied by Seoul Tailors, bat was
telivered vacant along with the
apartment.

Buyer; The Yao family

Seiber: The Smith tamily

Brokers: Deres Bestreich, Luke
Spronienn, Adarm Lobel, Toly
‘Waring, Gabriel Kates and Darel
Shewah of Bestrelch Realty Group

$1.825million

431 Dekall Avenue Lol Classon

FOR SALE

This fowar-story, B,000-sgisane-fool

building i Bedford Stuyvesant was
built in 1905 and has two commer-
ciad units and si rent-siabiized
thres. bedroom apasiments. &
grocer ocoupics one of the sl

ter Avenue)
The: Bron:

spaces. The other commercial unit

Buiyer: 431 Delalb

SOFE

PRICTUS PROFERTY ADWSoAs

Sellor: The Cascetla family
Brokers: Josh Lipton and Andres
Lewine of Invictus Property Ad-

anid two apartments were vacanl
ol the time ol the sale, The prop-
erty was last sold in 1984 and
Includes two parking spaces

i

$13.195million

1737 Bilgrim Avenues (ol Weslches-

Buill in 1923, this we-sory, 50,955.
square foot budding in Petharm Bay
has twio commencaal units and 65
apartments: 48 one-bedrooms, 15
bwa-besclroanms, oie Stodic and o
superintendent’s unit. Fifty-one
apartments ane rent-stabdized, one
is rent-controlled and 13 are free
marke, A undromat acd a prinfing
company occupy the retail spaces,
and the bullding is fully oocupsed.
The property also inclisdes & court.
vard.,

Sefer; Terod Reafty 1737-39 Pilgnm
LLE.

Brokors: Marca Lats, tack Lala,
Michelle Lala and Diansd Raciti of BRM
Friedland

MAIA COLEMAN
Email; realpropgimytimes.com

WM FRILDLAND

e p——

B



SCORES | ANALYSIS | COMMENTARY

Sporis

€he New HJork Times

WEDNESDAY, FERRUARY 16, 2022

Beijing Jt=

Whirling at the Center of a Storm
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Kamila Valievs of Russia finished first in the womens figure skating short program after arbitrators clered hee to compete despite a failed drug test. Yalieva, 15, awaited her score, dght,

Shadowed by Doping Case, Valieva Falters but Then Glides Into Lead

By JULIET MACUR

BELIIMNG — The applanse staned showly,
just single claps, Defore o smathering
riained down on the teenage skater alone,
s0 aloe, ot center ice.

Thae girl, the 15-year-old Kamila Vidieva
of Russia, hed made it through a week of
accusations and insinuations and legal ar-
gumenss after it was discovened that she
had tested positive for o banned drug sev-
eral weeks before the Beljing Ciympics.
She was cleared 1o skate only a day before
the swart Of the women's figure skating
shirt program.

On Tuesdny, with some fans in the nrenn
clearly supporting her, Valeva was finally
Back e the main rink deang whae she had
come to da, Thise wha know her best say
she i5 50 good and performs so effortlessly
that she appeara born for events like this,

With long, beauiul lines and the sub-
lirrve grrace qovd agility of a prima billenng,
Valleva — for a movingly sad few mimnes

Tloatexd through st of the roucne she
performed mo “In Memoriam” in a hushed
arena. She stumbled on her opening jump,
i triple nxel, which she had trouble with
during a practice eartier in the day. But in
her flowing purple princess dress, she
shippeed back into character and continued
b whirring s and spins, as i e past
wink's chinos b mever Bagpened.

A5 soon a8 the final nobe sounded,
though, she snapped back into the neal
world. The teenager who often carries
around a pastel stuffed rnbbic sruggled w
hold back her tears.

Just as many expected going o this
Hympics, Valieva had finished first in the
shart program becanse her technigoe is

texthook and she moves w the music with
eviery inch of her body. With BLIE points,
she leads the feld inte Thursday's (ree
skate. The combined 2come of the short
program il the free skate will determine
the winner.

The pold. though, may have o wait:
Olympic officials have already announced
that they will sward no medals in the event
it Valieva finishes in the op thres, saying
ey will weadt o do s untl her doping case
is resolvid,

Valievas  Russian  teammste  Anna
Shcherbakova scored 50,20 points to fiish
in second ploce, In the surprise of the
night, Japan's Kaorl Sakamoro was third,
with T9.84 poines.

The short progriam, & it ourned out, hid
not ended with the Russions dominating
and sening themsatves up 10 sweep the

medals, as was widely expecied, Alexan-
dea Trusova, the third Russin skacer and
one wWho isespecially known for her umps,
was fourth after falling on her wiple axel.
She =ald she didn't Enow what wemnt
wrong. In training in Moscow, she added,
she had landed the jump agnin and agoin.

“T don't know what 1 expected, bur 1
imaginad it would be somehow diferent,”
she said, “After 1 fell off the nxel jump, the
rest [ did easity®

After her performance, Trusovs sat
stone-fnced in the srea where skaters wait
for their seores, as i it hadnt even regis-
tered yet that she could score 7460 polnts
and &it juse off the medals stand as (e
Wodmen go into the free skite.

Sheherbukova, the  reipning  world
champion, didn’t want to talk  aboot

Conrinued on Poge BR
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Whirling at Center of Storm, Valieva Takes Lead

Frum First Sparts Prpe

mexdals — “It's early to speak about the
medals” — but she is in position, cer-
tminly, to lay cloim to one after landing
her double axel and three triple jumgps,
and checking off skill alter skill with de-
termuination.

=1 realized how important this skate
was and [ tried to pay attention to every
detail” she said.

When asked phout Valiewn and the
doping test that has cast o shadow over
the event, Shcherhakova sald she woold
ok comment on it Valieva did ot speak
Lo reporters at all, walking past them and
then skipping a news conference nfter
the evenl,

Sakmmaoto acknowledged that there
wers Hmes when she wondered what
‘was going to happen with Valieva, but s
with muost skaters here she said she
needed Lo iry to block i out if she was go-
ing to skate her best.

“1'm not really focusing on those mat-
ters,” she said, *1 need to focus on me.”

Lf Valieva goes on to win or place in the
top three in this event, there will be no
medal ceremony for any of the medalists,
nor even a ceremony whers they are
awarded stuffed Olympic panda mas-
cods, because her doping cnse remains
under investigation. Already, medals for
the team event Russla won list week,
when it heat the United States and Ja-
pan, are on hold untl her case s re-
sobved.

Valieva would normally be subjected
to more drug tests at the Dlympics, hav-
ing been & top finisher in the team event.
The International Odympic Commities

An American coach asks,
‘What'’s the point of
having an event like this?'

also has sakd Russian athletes, because
of the country's scandal-marred past,
face “enhanced resting” Butb it has not
detailed how that is carried out.

Critica, incloding the 20018 Olympic
medalist Adam Rippon and the NEC
commentators Johnny Weir and Tara
Lipinakd, have suggested Valieva's pres-
ence in the women's event has mined it,
spoiling both the integrity of the event
and the Olympic expertence o all of the
skaters, all of whom now must compate
while une of the biggest scandals in re-
oent Cdympic history unfolds around
them.

*1's a joke, now this b o joke” Rippon,
a former Olympian who coaches the
American Mariah Bell, said before the
short program. I don’t know how any-
body watches this without in the back of
their mind saying, 'This girl, whatever
medal she wins, it most likely will bo
stripped.” What's the point of having an
event like this?”

South Korea's Yuna Kim, the 2010
Olympic champion, posted on her Insta-
gram page that she also disngreed with
Valieva's continuing to compete in the
Games.

“Athlete who violates doping cannot
compete in the game," Kim wrote. “This
principle must be abserved without ex-
ception, All players' efforts and dreams
are equally precious”™

The top American in the short pro-
ram was Alysa Liu, whe finished eighth
nfter o cloan, peppy program. Bell was
next, in 11th place. Karen Chen, In her
second Olympics, tumbled to 13th after
falling on her triple loop and getting up
gingerly Lo finksh her program. Chen was
fourth at last years world champi-
onships.

Bell alsn hud onee fafl In her short pro-
gram. Afterward, in response to ques-
tions about Valiewva and the doping case,
she said she wanted to focus on her skat-
ing. But she did say the cancellation of
the medals ceremony for the team event
had been upsotting.

Bell, 25, wasn't chosen to compete in
the team event and instead cheered on
her teammates from the stands as they
performed. The United States won the
silver medal while the Russians took the
gald

“Obwlously, 1 fesl sml for my team-
mates,” Bell said. “It seems wrong to
punish people who have done things the
right way”

Daniel Victor, Alan Blinder and Tarig
Panjea contributed reporting.
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Alexandra Trusova of Russia stumbled 1o fourth place. “1 don't know what
T expected” Trusova said, “but D imagined it would be somehow different.”

i
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Anna Sheherbakova of Russia, the reigning world champion,

was in second. “T tried to pay attention to every detadl” ghe said,

A Skater’s Test Reveals Three Heart Medications, but Not All Are Banned

By TARK) PANJA

A sample provided by o teenage Rus-
sian figure skater to an antidoping lab-
oratory before the Beijing Games includ-
ed three substances that are sometimes
used tolelp the heart, according to a doc-
uwment filed in her arbliiration bearing on
Sundny.

The akater, Kamila Valleva, was
deared to continue competing in the
Games by n panel of arbitrators on Mon-
day even though a drug found in her sys-
tem, trimetnzidine, is on the list of drugs
banned by globed antidoping officials,
Valieva, 15, provided the sample in De-
cember, but Russian antidoplng officials
sadld they had learned of her positive re-
sult only last week.

Butl according o documents reviewed
by The Mew York Times and confirmed
by someone who ook part in the hearing,
the Stockholm laborntory that carried
out the examination of Valieva's sample
nlso found evidence of two other sub-
slances that can treal the heart but pre
not on the banned list. Valleva even Hsted
them, Hypoxen and L-camitine, on &
daping control form.

The presence of trimetazidine in Va-
liewva’s system may have been a mistnke,
Russian and Olympic officials have sug-
peated. Bul the discovery of several sub-
stances in the sample of an elite athlete,
especially one as young as Valieva, was
highly unusual, according to n prominent
antidoping official.

“1t*s a trifecta of substanoes — two of

which are allowed, and one that 1 not &l-
lowed,” Travis Tygart, the chief execu-
tve of the United States Antl-Doping
Apency, said when told of the discovery,
He added that the benefits of such a com-
hination “seem to be aimed ot increasing
endurance, reduckng fntigue and promat-
ing greater efficiency i using oxygen.”
Earlier on Tuesday, & member of the
International Cympic Committes's ex-
ecutive board told reporters that Va-
lieva's  positive result  might  have
stemmed from & casn of contamination
with medication that her grndfather
had been taking. And in testimony pro-
vided 1o an earlier hearing with Russian
antidoping officialz on Feb. 8, and Iater
submitted as evidence in Sunday's hear-
ing in Beifing, Valieva's mother snid her

daughter had been taking Hypoxen be-
cause of heart “variations”

Valieva's grandiather did not teatifly in
the original hearing in Russia, but he did
provide & video shot in a car, according to
n portion of the document. In the video,
the document sald, he sald that he had
used trimetazidine perodically when he
experienced “amacks” and showed a
packet of the medication to the camera,
Valieva's mother said in her evidence in
the Russian hearing that  Valieva's
Egrondfather had accompanied the teen-
ager lo praciice on & dudly basis and had
stayed with Valieva until her mother re-
turned home from works

L-carnitine, n naturally occurring sub-
stance that converts fat into energy, has
surfaced in significant doping cases in

the past. In 2008, Alberto Salazar, then
coich of sorme of the world's top distance
runners, was barred from the spart for
four vears in part for giving improper in
fusions of the substance to his athletes ir
an effort to bolster their performance,

L-carnitine b allowed when taker
orally, Tygart said, bt prohibited if gihver
inkarge amounts by an infusion or IV be-
cause it could give am unfair perform
ance-enhancing advantage, [t was nol
clear how Valieva had taken the supple
ment, or the concentration in her snmple

The World Anti-Doping Agency, whick
iz charged with policing doping in global
sports, declined to cormment on the docu
ment. The Russian antidoping agency
known as Rusada, did not immediately
reply ton request for comment,
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Eamila Valieva of Russia :I,Tug'glar.l 10 hold back tears after bier short program. ﬂtympic odlicials have announced that
they will award no medals if Valieva finishes in the top three, saying they will wait until her doping case is resolyved.
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Young You of South Korea, top, was in sixth, Kaori Sakamoto of Japan, left, who was in third, said shewas trying
to focus on hersell. The American Mariah Bell, right, was in lth. Bells coach called the Valieva situation “a joke.”

Moment Passes,
And a Medal

Loses Its Luster

Thiere will be no winners,

If Kamila Valieva duplicates
the nearly flawless skill she has
flashed =0 far at the Beijing
Hympics an Thursday, she will

b a lock to finizh
ﬂm first in the wom-

STREETER 0% skating com-

SPORTE Firat place, but
oF THETIMES Bhe will not take
home the gold

medal, not yet, passibly never.

First place, bt skaters who
finish behind her will always
wonder what might have been if
she had been barred from taking
the bee after testing found &
banned substance in her bigod,

First place, but the entire 2022
‘Winter Games, already contro-
versial becanse ol Chin's record
on human rights, will carry yet
another scar

Nobody wins.

The whole affair makes me
think less alsout Valieva than her
competitors, They macluds not
only the women in the individual
skaling tournament bul the team
of United States skaters who
took gilver in last week's dual-
gender team competition, won by
a dominant Russian squad led by
Valieva, the lithe and talented
15-yenr-old.

The controversy over Valieva
has rightfully received full-throt-
the attention, but her competitara
have been overlooked. Each will
now perform in an odd sort of
Hmbo, 1l Valieva finishes smong
the top three after Thursday's
free ekate, the International
ympic Committes has decided
the traditional medal ceremony
will not take plece,

1t may take weeks or months
to determine whether Yalieva
should receive a medal or have
her entire Ofympics expunged
from the record books,

What must it be like for Va-
Hewva's rivals? To get o sense, 1
reached out to Knrn Goucher, n
former (Hympian who is now a
track and field commentator for
NBC and a leading vaice in the
muovement for clean sport. She
knows a thing or two about got-
ting cheatel

Goucher competed for the
Unied States in the 2008 and
22 Bummer Games, running
middle-distance events and the
marathan. Toward the end of her
career, she helped blow the whis-
the on her famed and now dis-
graced conch, Alberto Salazar,
for pushing performance-en-
hancing drugs on some of his
athletes.

Goucher said she kadn't
planned to pay much attention to
this year's Beijing Gomes. The
figure skating and controversy
over Valieva suched her in. She
walches with a grimace,

“This whole situation is just o
slap in the face to all the clean
athletes” Goucher said, speaking
this week by phone fram her
home in Boulder, Cala,

What became clear as wo
spoke is something worth re-
membering: The paychological
burden that weighs on athletes
who play by the rules as they
square off against thase who
don't, “We're asking the other
skaters to be mentally strong
beyond whot anybody should
ever be asked,” she said. “We're
asking them o say, ‘Hey, this
person has had a positive test,
but you know, you need to ignore
that and go in there and seill
believe you can do it. Even
though this other athlete poten-
tially has an advantage that yoo
could never have, rise o the
occasion. 1t's ridiculons®

Gouchor never won an
Clymipic medal. But she did have
a breakout performance at the
T world championships in
(rsaka, Japan, placing third in the
L, W00-meter Fun, becaming the
firsl American 1o win & medal in
the ovent.

The bronze was hailed by the
American track community as
proof that distance runness born
and raized in the United States
could compete with anyone. But
these diys, she can’t help think-
imy ahout what her career would
hawe bean ke if she'd stond on
that podium and received the
ailver medal instead of the
brongze, & seemingly small differ-
ence but one that would have
et mol just extra prize and
spansorship momney but also
extra seif-belief,

She can't help thinking about it
because, in 2015, & re-examined
hload test showed the sacond-
place finisher in the Osaka race,

Turkey's Elvan Abeylegasse, b
dopedd. After long appeals by b
rival, Goucher's bronze becam
silver. Track officials sent it to
her in 2020, 13 years after the
race. When she saw the small
b arrive in the mall, knowin
whal was inside, she sald she
could not open it. There were |
many emations: joy, frustratio
anger, relief, Goucher and her
husband, Adam, another farm
Olyrmple distance munmer, alon
with their young son, held an

impromptu awards ceremony
their living room. Friends hop
ped on Zoom to congratulate |

“Unfortunately, by the time
gel thal sflver, I'm not the sarr
person | was in 2007, and cer-
tainly naot the same athlets" si
saidl “It was surreal. My mam
has passed. And =0, while | ap
preciate trying to right the
wroag, it was too little too late

‘What a shame If something
similar happens again after th
Baljing Games because of Vi
licva's extra edge.

Az expected, Valieva took to
the ice at Befjings Capital Ind
Stadium on Tuesday and put o
memarable shorl progrm, the
first leg n the women's skatin,
competition. Surrounded by
controversy and suspicion, an
with the eyes of the world upo
her, she flowed across the joe,
cambining gracelul skating wi
powerful leaps and a ballering

KKK rﬂ.Trl'll:
Kara Goucher was awarded
sibver medal fora 2007 race
when arival was caught ches
ing. The medal arrived in 20

Sometimes trying to
right a wrong prove:
too little too late.

comimand of the stage.

But should she have besn o
the leoe Tuesday?

Should she be on the ice wh
the competition finkshes with ¢
long program on Thursdny ?

Power speaks, It's that simp
The bodies that oversee interr
tional sport baid the groundwo
for the Vatieva affair by giving
slag of the land to Russia afte
engaged in brazen chenting
imvobving more than 1,000 ath-
letes along with dagens of
coaches and officials at the 20
Sochi Games.

Inatend of being barred out-
right from competition for long
entugh to send & stern nMessa)
Russian athletes have compet
in every Olymples since, They
mre suppased to Teceive extra
vetting to stave off the use of
performance-enhancers Hke tl
medication recently found in
WValievas blood that is thowght
Increase the hearts efficiency.

Mow, to the chagrin of Gous
and many athers, if Valieva en
up among, the top three perfor
ers in the individuwal event, pes
haps more athietes will receiv
their medals by fsadl. That do
nothing but rob the top fndshe
of the moment most preclous |
D]_',.'mphn.-n. the moment that
sustains them during the mon
and years of wrenching practi
Standing on the podium, heari
thelr national antherm — that,
course, i the goal for every
athlete ot every Olymplad.

Now it will be gone. Th oth
skaters will hove to wait and
wonder. Will the fourth-place
finisher become a bronze med
alist? Will bronze medals bece
silver and silver become gold?

How lang will this take to so
out, and how long will the st
remaln on skating, & coown fes
of every Winter Olympics?
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How Americans Lost
Their Alpine Dominance

By MATTHEW FUTTERMARN

YANQING, Chinn — Mot very
long aito, the leaders of Alpine sli-
ing in the United States believed
they had bullt something lasting,
thar the record medal haul Ameri-
cans achieved at the 2010 Vancod-
ver Games signaled o machine ca-
pable of charning out champions
for yenrs,

A dozen vears later, at the Bei-
Jing Games, American Alpne ski-
ers are In danger of posting their
fownest psedal tally in 20 vears.,

Ryan Cochran-Siegle surged o
o silver medal in the supear-G, but
Miknela Shiffrin, who hns lnrgely
trained ouwiside the LS, system,
has had the most disappointing
Olvmiples of her career, with one
last chance to win an individual
medal in Thursday’s combined
event after failing to finisl a single
run in her bao best events,

The machine that hod marnored
a golden generation of skiers who
became repeat Olympic med-
alises, meluding Bode Miller, Lind-
=ev YWonn, Ted Ligety and Julia
Mancuss, has fallen victim o —
depending on whom one asks —
same unlucky htjurl-.-.:s, the chalce
to go all-in on the present rather
than invest in the future, ar some
combination of bath,

“We tried o dioa lot of different
things, Including helping people
wity o the Woeld Coplevel” Sasha
Renrick, the head men's conch for
the men's Alpine team from 2008
fo 2018, sald of the 1.5, Ski and
Snowboand Asseclation. The orga-
nization oversees Alpine skiing
and six otler disciplines.

I the end we had less clorng”
he added. “We were not as atead-
fast on a clear mission.”

Wot g0, according to Tiger Shaw,
whohas led the organizaton since
2004 anel will depart after the Bei-
Jing Games,

Shaw comgpared the associntion
to m private equity firm, with an-
nual revenues of about 538 million

Bill PP'MIF@II."I'Imﬂrllﬂll-!l’dl'eﬂﬂfrlﬂ,ﬂ.

& year, that places high-risk bets
and provides expertise in the form
of coaching.

“Its A resource  allocation
game,” Shaw said. " You're irving
ta do the right thing in many ar-
ens, trying te give everyoone a
chance and at the same tme sup-
port the very best athleres”

‘What is not up for debate e
the results: The team the United
Srates brought to Bejjing has
struggled o compete with the
bear skiers in the workl on the
sport’s biggest stage.

The Americans have just one
medal through eight races, and
have Eailed Lo have a skier In the
tap 10 in four races, The American
men did not hawve an entrant in the
men's combined event for the first
time since i was reintroduced to
the (dympic program in 1956,

After finishing fourth in the i
ant slalom, River Radamus, a 24-
vear-eld from Colorado, said he
was well aware of the large ski
boots 10 be filbed. *1 hope we can
e up o the legacy” he sald.

The tenm was weakened on the
eve ol the Games when Breezy
Johnson, thought 1o be a medal
contemnder In the wormens down-
hill, withdrew with an injiry.

Alse, ski rcing can be incredi-
by canchorn, espacially in the pres-
sure cooker of an Dlvmplcs, amd
o the new kill in Ching where the
tap skiers have never compatbed,
World charmpions Hke Shiffrin can
skip. Long shots like Austria’s Jo-
hannes Strolz, whe tunes his own
skis and won the combined, can
prevail,

Sull, the more skiers & team ligs
with n histery of success, the bet-
ter its chanees of winaing medals,
But while the 1eam was bullding
ita medal cellection from 2006 to
04, thers wis less emphosis on
bmilding depth within the next
generation of racers,

With a glited coflection of skisrs
at the peak of their careers, the
U5 ki and Snowhoard Assecin-
tion decided to invest heavily in

PETORAPHE: B HTE 060 M3 KL THE SPW YORE TIRES
Corinne Suter of Switzedand won gold in the womeni downhill on Teesday, American Alpine skiers are in danger of posting their lowest medal tally in 20 vears,
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Mikaels Shiffrin, wheo fnished 15th in the downhill, has one more chance for snindividual medal

elite performeance. AL the top level,
few expenses were spared, The
vrganization hired top coaches
from Europe, o director of sports
scdence from Australia, and an-
otler specialist, a former aurgeca
il  physisdogist  named  Jim
Stray-Gundersen, who had spent
years working  with  Morway's
Olympic developmrent program,
which s widely consldered the
best in the world.

The orgnnization opened o
glenming headguarters and train-
Ing center in Park City, Litah, and
spent as much as SI million & year
on research for elite athletes, not
just in Alpie but in all disciplines
These investments have helped
the US. miintabn is supremacy n
snowhoarding and become com-
petitive in wamen's cross-country
skiing,

For the top Alpine skiers, there
were  also off-seasen  training
camps i Chile and New Zealawd.
The organization even poid
have the tralning slopes prepared
in the sume fashion as the hard
andd oy World Cup tracks, a move
that several feams in Earope lsave
sinee copied.

A handful of top skiers had all
their travel and training expenses
covered. Younger skiers, thougl,

hiad to cover costs that can stretch
a5 high as 530,000 o vear,

When Coclran-Siegle was fin-
Ishing high school as a nationaly
al intematonally ranked ama-
teur, lie got an email congratulat-
ing i for being selected o the
US. Ski Team's development
sguad, ar D-Tenm, a big step o=
ward the highest levels of the
American ki racing hierarchy. It
included an invedce for teaining
andl coaching for 55,000,

Hi= mother, Barbara Ann Coclr-
ran, on Alpine gold medalist n
1972, wrote back and dectined the
Invitation, in part becanse she did-
o't leave the money. The ski team
replied that it had found some
lemding — in the barm of grants
ani =cholarships — that waould al-
low Byan b join tee teanm. Bt his
oarly career also relied on the gen-
ercainy of the extended Cochiran
sk racing famity, which provided
regular lmbfing at national ski
team fraining settings

Soll, the spert's expenses made
trying to advance frem promising
Junior skier o world-class come
petitor m risky, and expensive,
proposition. A full scholarship to a
top colbege with a competitive ski
team became o far safer path,
though few at the top of the spert

waoubd argoe it provides e train-
ing mircessary for o caroer as o top
professtonal skier,

Financing for developing skiers
was nid restared until 2005,

“Ab the time, it was exactly the
rght strategy” Luke Boden-
steiner, the former director of
sport for the arganlzation, sald of
investing in the best of the best.

“What we were saying was,
‘Give Lindsey and Bode amd Ted
and Julia everything they would
get i they were from Austria,™
Bodensteiner salkl.

That gamble paid off in medals,
But at o cost. Amerdcan coaches
suspect the ofganization may
have missed out on o handful of
prospects who might now be en-
tertng thear prime,

Badensteiner said if he could go
back, he might have been more
patient and tried to fgure out low
tobuild a lasting foundn tion for Al-
pine success, knowing fhat the
payoff might pet arrive for several
more Olympie cycles.

“We knewwe had nmazing ath-
letes” Badensteiner =akd, “The
choice boiled down to, do we come
promise them and try o continse
with soune things that will not pay
off far 12 years or go all in on them
to make it happen?"

. MACHINE IN DISREPAIR

U.S. Ski Team
Hopes Star Rallies
To Help Salvage
Difficult Games

By BILL PENNINGTON
and MATT FUTTERMAN

Alter o middling performance
mn Tuesday®s downhill, Mikaeln
Shiffrin will have one nore shot
for an ndivldual medal in Thurs-
day's combined event, opne last
chamce to flip the script on what
haz been her most  difficul
Olympics,

Shillrn, whe ful=d 1o make it
through the first few seconds of
her first two races at thess Gnmes,
quickly turned her sttention to the
camhbined event after completng
a downhill race that in seme ways
wias Just more practice for what
was to come, especinlly after an
1Eth-place finish, 209 secomda be-
hind the gold medalist, Corinne
Suter of Switzerland,

The combdned event consists of
one run each of Shiffrin's warst
and beat diselplines, downlill and
then sldom. Of her 73 career
Waorld Cup victories, only two
have beonin the downlill, and she:
has mot won o downhill since Janu-
ary 2020, But when Shiffrin stnys
on her skis, no one can match her
in slalom, and the trick will be 1o
remain just close enough to the
chowwinhill specindists to catch them
on the slalom course. She cop-
tured the silver medal b com-
hined  [our years age al the
Pyecngchang Olympics,

“Mathing ks guarantesd, and I
think that is the Mo | lesson that
people learn ab the Ofympic
Games” she said noa thindy velled
reference to lver falls in tye slalom
and giant slalem here. * Every day
| et oo that track and | am able to
do a =olid man tap o bottean, it
gives me this chance to be a Litthe
muore calm in my mind"

The  emotionally  shaken
Shiffrin from Inst week is mostly
pone o, bul she struggled to be
as eomfortable as she needed to
be with the treacherous speed of
the downhill at crucial moments
on Tuesday She found herself
lighting it, puitng on the hakes
with her shis and rising out of hes
tuck instead of riding the momen-
tum down the mountain in the
fashion of the best downhillers-

“I have a lak tolearn in downhill,
and I'm wying to take a crash
course,” Shiffrin said. “T don’t pox-
pect mmach from resuldts but 1 want
1o ski the hill the way that it = the
mast fun to ski, which s skiing
with the hill and making speed,
and you can feel the accelerntion.”

Suter continued the Swizs Al-
pine clinic at these Games. Her
victory gave her country ics foarth
gold reedal in an Alpine event, and
its seventh Alptne medal overall,
Suter’s time of 1 mdoute 3LET sec-
onds bent Sofin Goggia of Italy by
LE-hundredths of a second. Nadia
Dalagn, another [alian, took the
bronze,

Shiffrin had a clean, smooth run
bt pot one with the kind of fear-
lesz, aggressive speed necessary
ta win one of the signnture events
af the Alpine mest in the Chympic
Games.

This is not the way the
Cilymipica were supposed to go for
Shiffrin, She may still win amedal,
perhaps even gold, nnd barring o
=sadcden and unexpected clange in
plnns she will be the rre skier to
race In five ndividual races. She
even plans to participate in a team
evenl on Saturday.

For Shiffrin  though, thess
Games have turmed inte & mostly
forgettalble experience that will
reqpuire some soul searching to
discover a silver lining. That will
have towait,

For now, there is another indi-
vilual event that makes for a long
and physically draining day. It re-
quires a ke to bomb a downdll
then reset mentally for the preci-
son of & slabom run, while trying
ta put whatever happened in the
downhill out of one's mind and
“start slndom ke its o new day”
Shiffrin snid,

“The events cowld not be more
opposite,” she sald, before head-
ing off for luaych and swne rest,
“Ns like doing twoo different
sports in one dug”

MBI WSO T NS YORE TS
Suter’s win, by 016 of & second
over Sofia Goggia of Italy, gave
Switzerand its fourth gold
medal in an Alpine event
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The LLS, finished third in mens speedakating team pursuit after
falling to Bussia in the ssmifinals. One American said the Rus-
sins had the “race of their lives.” Nnnra:..' ended up with the gold,

Failure and Success:
American Men Take
Bronze in Team Pursuit

By KEVIN DRAPER

BEWING — The United States
finished third in speedskating's
team pursuit on Tuesday, collect-
ing the =econd Americon spesd-
skating medal of these (Hymgdcs.
The United Stales men ore the
world record holders m the team
pursisn and were favored tw win
e event, making the third-place
Aniah equal parts suceess and dis-
appaniment.

The Amercan team of Joey
Mantia, Casey Doowsen and Em-
ery Lehunan defeated the Nether-
lands in the B final — effectively
s bronze medal race — by al-
mast three secemls, Morway won
the gold, for the second Clympics
in nroow, defeating Russiain the fi-
nal,

But an unexpected decision po-
tentially cost the Unbled States a
chanee torace Morway in the final.
Mantia, the mosr accomplished
American skater; did not skate in
the semifinals agamst a team
from Russin, with Ethan Cepuran
chisen Instesd by the Eam lorace
with Dovwson and Lebman,

Drwwson, Lehman and Cepuran
shated well, leading throngh the
middle of the rce — their time of 3
minutes AT05 seconds was faster
thin the Clympde record (and ast-
er thenn the Anpericans skated with
Minntia b thee B final y, Bt the Rus-
sians skated mn even berter race,
el won by alieost kalf & second.

Cepuran and Mantia both said
they were only a little hit disap-
polited by the semifinal loss,
“How unlucky do you podta be that
Russia goes four seconds fasterin
Usedr seanl taan thedr final?™ Man-
tia said, “Race of thedr lives. You
can’t really be sad about i, [t's just
kind of unhecky”

The plan was alwys for Mantia
to ot akoate in the quarterfusals,
the team said, Before the semi-
fnals the shaters sat down and
tallsed frankly about how they all
felt, omd thot comversation re-
sulted in Cepuran's skating in the
semifinals instead of Mantla, Af-
ler the semilinals, Cepuran was
maore tired than Dowson, Wi ar-
rived at the Olympics Late and was
fresher, 50 he stepped aside for
Mintia.

Imthe men's temm pursult, three
team members skate in single fle
oaly inches apart for elght laps,

with the time of the last skater 0
eroas the finish lne counted. Usa-
ally every lap or two the front
skater, who does the pruebng
wurk of setting the pace while the
athers glde I his sHpsiream,
peels to the back and bets a new
teammate lead, and soffer,

As & group of individuals, the
United States skaters are less ac-
complished than most of their op-
ponents. None of them bl won an
Olymiple medal before nned, be-
sides Manta, nope have cope
particularly close, Their oppo-
nents b The bronge mesdal race,
the Dutch, were led by the nine-
tee Obympie medeli=t Sven Kra-
mer ad the four-time medalist
Patrick Foest

But the United States has pri-
oritized the teaun pursuit over the
past four years with a bald and in-
novallve sirategy thal has up-
enided how the race s run. Insiead
of exchanging the robe of who
skates up front, the United States
has one member lend the entire
race, while his teammates use the
energy saved to physically push
one another forward, The strat-
ey has had success: The Ameri-
cans set the world record i Sale
Lalie City in December, and the
Norwegians, whoe won the gold an
Tuesday, [reely admit te haviog
copbed it,

Thie bronze medal is e first for
all the United States shaters, and
came in the thind, and possibly G-
nal, Oympacs for Mantia, wheo is
36, Last week he seemed he
seemed resigned to retiring with-
out ever winning an Olympic med-
al after finishing sixth in the 15K
melers.

“Tt's heartbreaking, you know,"
Mantia eaid of the time, “I really
thought that this was my chance”

It was difficult to be too disap-
palnted, then, after finally win-
ning o medal, “1 feel like the
weight’s been lifted in o sense”
Mantin said. “I'm an Olympic
mednlis"

In the women's team pursuit,
the favored Cansdians defented
the Japanese and set an Dlymgac
recond. The Japanese led the en-
tre pace, but on the final curve
Mana Takagi suddenly lost lver
balance and fell, handing the gold
medal o the Canadians. The
HMetherfumls deleated Russia for
the bronze.

‘."' ih

FITOCEAMVE BY CalUITLA EHASE R TRE MIW VORE TS

Canadian skaters won the gold medal in women's team pursuit, setting sn Ohompic record, The Japanese team, below, led for meost
of the final race but ssttled for silver after one skater last her balanes and fell on the st curve. The Metherdands took the bronse.

Parity Meets

By ALAN BLINDER

BELIIMG — Andren BroendIt, o
Swiss goaliender, had no delu-
sloms of an Diymgde gold medal,

“If we play for a_gold medal”
ahe soid akesd of the Beijing
Games, "it's golng to bea miracle
on jce

Her nssessment was as clear-
eved as any about the women's
hockey toumament, For all the
talle about, and hoge for, parity in
women's hockey, the toumament
willl comclude ke all but one ather
ol an ymydes: with Canada and
e Uniited States dueling for gald.
angl two others — this thne, Fhi-
land and Switzerland — seeking
bronze,

Measured by the average vic-
tory minrgins of the Americans
anel Canadinms when they played
any tenm besides one ancther, the
tournanyent is the most lopsided
af g Guirees slnce 3010, when there
was open talk over whether to
keep womens hockey as an

Olympic spart,
That discussion I8 now more
confined to soclal medla and

newspaper columns, and the In-
ternational Iee Hockey Federa-
ton is even talking about expand-
ing the women's tournament,
wielh this year grew to ichude 140
teams, to match the LZ-nation
men's competition,

Lo could ultimnrely prove some-
thing of a competitive cure, and
give mwre countries new incen-
dves [0 support women's hockey
programs.  In the  meantims,

Reality as
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The Americans, left, and the Canadians were overwhelming favorites to meet in the gold medal
gaumies, which is exactly whist's going to happen after they dominated their comgstition.

though, another Olympic cyele is
yielding an outcome that can feel
as preordained as awy in interna-
tional sports,

It is true that the Americans
and Canadinns did not win every
ganee by double digits, and that a
splirited squsd from the Crech Re-
pubdic, making its debur in the
Olvmpic women's  tournament,
had the United States veerng to-
ward n debacle [ast week. Bt
Muonday's semifinal matchups pit-
ted Comnda and the United States
agninst teams they had already
handily thwarted.

Monday brought more of the
same Canada roubed Switzerland,
[0-3, while the United States
topped Finlamd, 4-1

The bronze medal will be set-
el on Wednesday in Beljing,
while the perenninl American-Ca-

They Meet Again

The LL5, wormen are 3-6 against
Canada at the Ddmpics.

1998 HAGAKG

Preliminary round U.S., 7-4
Gold medal game U5, 3-1
2007 SALT LAKE CITY

Gold medal game Canada, 3-2
20 ll.:-'.-'ﬂ.h\'.‘,DL’\'EH .

Gold medal game Canada, 2-0
2014 50CHI

I:'rrll'runnry reemnd Canada, 3-2
Gold medal game Canada, 3-2 om
2018 PYEONGCHA NG

Preliminary round Canada, 2-1
Gold medal game US., 3-2 (50
20123 BEUNG

Preliminary round Canada, 4-2

mafian clash for pold will be
played on Thursday {Wednesday
night in Canada and the United
Seates),

Morth American players nsist
that women’s hockey is rapidly
nearing more consistently en-
groasing competidon because ol
increased spending wnd interest
araund the world, Thelr game, like
nMny other womens sports, is in
catch-up mode; men’s hockey
made its Glympie debur T8 yeiars
bedore women's hiockey,

“The gap is definitely shrink-
ing, which iz awesome from a
J0,00-foot viewpoint,” said Hil-
ary Knight, an American in her
fourth Odympics. “From a com-
peditor standpoing, youo always
want to win, but its woenderful to
ses  olher counbies  Investing
mare in women's ice hockey and

aksn allocating resotirces becmess
that's realty what the different
teams need o compels”

Asg  the American  captain,
Eendall Coyne Schofield, put it:
“If they don't knve the tools to be
sueceasful, vou're hinding them a
sentence that doesn't allow them
te be successful. That's so often
the ease n womens sporis: Go
aut and be out as good as the men
with kalf of the resources”

Bath women have sought to lm-
prevve pay and brighten the sport’s
spotlight. The banle for pullic at-
teniton, though, |5 relentless, ancd
there are still entrenched inequi-
ties bn player development, even
in & women's hockey power [ike
the United States. Inoa report last
yeur, for instance, investigabors
=aid that the M.CAA. had spent
maore than $8,800 per student who
participatad in its national men's
hockey tousmament in 201% — anc
§3421 per player in the women's
comnpetition.

The headwinds notwithatand-
ing, there have been signals of
possible pitfalls ahead for the
Auericans and Canahions, evi-
dence that North American teams
leave seized upon to energize the
public — and themselvs — that
their opponents are  drawing
closer.

Ewropean  expeclations  have
stayed tempered anyvaay

“Its gotten a kot better where
other couniries ave giving the LLS,
and Coanndn a hard game, bt [
don’t think we can say that they're

U.S. Faces Canada in Women's Hockey Final

not the favorites” sakd Tugana
Tomcikeva, the Slovak goalie ina
2000 game that the Consdisns
won, 154 “Europe is coming. It
getting there, and, if you look at it
one way, slowly because i1's going
to take vears until other countries
are going o be able o compete
with the L5 nnad Canada”

Tomcikeom, who predicted the
Czech team’s potentinl fo induce
gopne Morth American beactburn
in Beijing. sees two developing, if
far froan quick, strategies to prow-
ing the gaume.

O {5 the simple [t that wom-
en's hockey, populated with elite
players who remembsr when they
were the only girls at their home-
town rinks, i more visible than
ever belors, with widening televi-
son exposure encouraging the
next genseations of plavers to
sdarl training saoner Anather (s
the kind of traiming nvailable, with
preater sophistication, more fre-
guency and ensler nooess o high-
quality coaching and comgpstition,

Monday, though, showed how
far the game has o go, In just
more than three mimstes, Canada
scored five goals. Switzerland had
gatten off st twa shots.

S0 Braendh
will play for bronze,

“Playing for o medal, it doesn't
miatter what kbnd of meadal b ="
she sald. “It's a huge deal™

Tt weas abso, just abaut everyone
knew, the best anyvone beyond
North America coukd hnve aspired
to.this time,

amml Switzerland
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Americans Take Gold and Silver in Men’s Slopestyle Skiing
|
Ltk

Three Americans looked to crond
the medal stand at the men's free-
style skiing slopestyle event, hop-
ing that & European-centric field
woulld not distupt those plans.

Two of them did it: Alex Hall
wan gold and Mick Goepper took
silver on another sunny, below-
rero day at Gentng Snow Park.
Jesper Tiader of Sweden won
bronze,

In a competition where only a
skier's best score counted, Hall
set @ high bar early with a 90.01
score on the first of three runs.
When he landed his last jump, his
hoot could be heard throwghout
the finish area,

Everyone elze spent the mormn-
ing trying to make more noise.
Goepper came closest, on his sec-
ondd run, scoring B.48.

All right" he sald when the
score popped up., “I'll take it

Ewch of the Americans in the fi-
nnl arrived with high hopes and n
stirring story. Goepper, 17, was
looking to complete @ full rainbow
of medals, having won a bronze in
2014 and a silver in 2018. He has
Batiled aleohol abuss and depres-
sion, opening up about his strug-
gles after his 2018 performanca in
Pyeongchang, South Korea.

In an Interview East month,
Goepper said that he was glad
that other Olymplans seem in-
creasingly willing to discuss their
meninl health.

Colby Stevenson, 24, was in a
near-fntnl cor scckdent o 2016,
late: at night on & Twral rosd in
Idaho. He spent days in & coma,
but recoversd by rehirn o the
global circuit about o year later,
At tlpese (Hympics, he won & allver
medal in big air, but thought that
slopestyle  provided o hetter
chance to medal

Stevenson  finished  seventh.
"Gave it everything 1T had” he
said after his final run.

The day belonged to Hall, The
23«year-old was born in Aleska
but grew up mostly in Switzer-
land, the son of professors at the
Umiversity of Zurich. He did mot
have coaching until he was 16,
when he was invited by the LS.
[reeski team 1o train n Utah. For
n time, he considered competing
lor Ialy, where his mother is
from.

Hewns 16th in slopestyle at the
2018  Pyeongchang  Winter
Olympcs, just as his caresr was
tnking off. He won a World Cup
event that year and the X Games
In 2018, He was third ot lnst yesrs
world championships,

“You'll sea him doing a whole
bunch of taps and nose butters
nnd creative ways to utilize the
course” U5 freeski coach Dave
Euler sald of Hall in December.
“He’s a very creative course
user”

The contest was the final show-
ing for the slopestyle course, o
standout venue — but & tempo-
rary one, made of snow — de-
signed o look Hke a section of the
nearby Great Wall, JOHN BRANCH

SHOWBOARDING

Defying Age, Austrian
Retains Big Air Crown

In 2018, Anna Gasser of Ausiria
made history by becoming the
first woman to land a cab double
cork 1260 — three and o haff rota-
tions on her snowhoard, with bwo
of them overhead, She made his-
tory with the same trick again on
Tuesilay by becoming the first
hack-to-hack (Hympic godd med-
alist in women's big air

7ol Sadowski-Synnott of New
Zealnnd took second ploce, and
Kokaomo Murase of Japan, one of
the youngest riders in the event,
came tn thircl.

Gasser, who at 30 was the obd-
s riider in a fleld whers the aver-
nge ngpe wis 20, 5ot the tone early
in the final, perfectly executing a
fromtside 1080 in ler first run. But
Sndowski-Synnott quickly ower-
ook Ga=ser with a frontside 1080
of her own, moving into the top
spot, where she stayesl until Gias-
5er's last run.

Gasser is considered one of the
sport's most doring riders and is
the only woman to have landed a
tripbe cork — three flips done ona
ratation. 5o when she strapgped in
for her final run — her only
chance to bump Sadowski-Syn-
nollt — the snowboarding world
waited on an expected triple cork.
Instead, Gasser landed her third
rui with a cab 1260 and proudly
threw her hands in the air as
otler riders ran over and em-
braced her,

With one morn chance to retake
first place, Sadowski-Symnott, a
confident &and consistent rider,
fniled to land her jump, delivering
the gold to Gasser,

ALEXANDRA E. PETRI

Gu Adds a Silver
To Her Collection
Eilmen Gu has o way of attracting
attention, and & growing habit of
creating dramatic effect.

An 18-year-old freesivie skicr

JAMES FILL FOH THL NEW TINK TIMES

rREESTYLE SHimG From right. Mathilde Gremawd of Switzerand and Eileen Go of China finished 1-2 in the slopestyle competition.

from Californin who is competing
for China, Gu arrived at the
slopestyle course on  Tuesday,
lowiking for m secand gold medal at
these Winter Games.

Fans braved subzero tempeara-
tures to root her on, woving small
flags and oohing with each of her
tricks. Carneras and heads were
alrmed in her direction constantly.
Commotion followed her around
the slope.

Just as she did a week earler
when she won big nir i stirring
come-from-behind  fashion, Gu
had a chance to win it in the end.
Just as she did before, she handbed
the pressure and landed a hig
SCTIPE.

This time, though, Gu fell just
short of the gold medal, She could
not quite match the score of Ma-
thilde Gremaoud of Switzerlnnd,
leaving Gu with & silver medal
that did not seem to dent er en-
thusiasm or the spirits of those
she hns charmexd

“It really came down 1o The last
run — again,” Gu said, chewing an
o steamed bun that her mother
had kanded her after the compet-
ton. *1 don't know why 1 keep do-
ing that to myself”

JOHN BRANCH

poastocH Germany s Francesco Friedrich and Thorsten Margis
won gobd, with countrymen on either side taking silver and brooee.

CILANG W. LOUTHE REW TINE TIMY
FREESTYLE sHuNG Gremaud crashed on her last run but withstood a challenge from Gu,

AULIaN FRESNEY TETTY (sales

Mewly Reported Covid-19 Cases at the Olympics
Pasithe test resulls among peogle with Dymple credentialbs,
Almost 70,000 lests are gven cach day,

Pestiive fesls in the resiricted loop™

Pasithve tests at the alrpoct

Moim: Dhuin in shown by the dain i= Brifng when o css was ammounced, and # inclodes sthisies,
Ieam officials and other siaff menbers and sakeholders. Those wha lesied postve belore Ther
departure o the Games are not included in the charf above. | Soues: 2002 Bejing Organking

Caserrtitltee shd slall saports

I FARRIZH) BENSCH/RELTERS
showeoarpise Anna Gasser of Austria won a second gold medal
i womens big air on the strength of 8 cab double cor 1260,

THIE MW TR TineES

Athlete to Watch

Hilary Knight
HocwEY Knight, an altcrmate
captain playing in her fourth
Olympics, helped lead the
United States oo the godd
madal game with & goal and
an assist agamst Finland in
the semifinals. The Ameri-
cans will be going for their
second consecutive (Mympic
tiile when they face thelr
archrival, Canada, on
Wednesday, The ULE, and
Canmda have played each
other in five of the provioas
six Dlympic women's finals.
Canmida has taken gold three
times agrinst the LS. and
four times overall, but the
Arerlcans won in 2018
Enight, 3%, who s ted for
the LLE. record for career
Olympic poals (10, will be
competing b er 22nd
Olympic game, breaking a
tie with Jenny Potter and
Angela Huppiero.

ﬂllj_r_m_l_lics Dispa't_r.h

Let Down by Scandal,
Commentators Hush

The former lympians Tara
Lipinzki and Johnny Wedr,
wih have for years provided
the cheery and chatty
soundtrack o NBCS mover-
age of Olympic figure skat-
ing, took a starkly differcot
tone when Kamila Valieva of
Russin was o the ice in the
women's single short pro-
gram on Tuesday.

They Instead remained
uncharactertstically quiet
throughout the performance
by Valieva, the 15-year-obd
Rusdian skater at the center
of a dopdng scandal, Weir
and Lipinski, former Olym-
plans who have called the
sport logether since the
1014 Sochl Games, spoke
only twice, In fact, and only
L0 0lE certaln moves,

“All 1 feel like | can say =
that was the shirl program
of Kamila Valieva at the
Olympics” Weir sabd aiier
her routine ended. Lipinski
reminded viewers ol Vas
lbeva's positive est =We
should nol kave seen this
skate” she gaid.

Despite siumbling on hér
opening jump, a wiple axel,
Valieva linished s, She
lencls her fellow Russian
Anna Shcherbakova and
Japanese Kaori Sakamolo
beading into Thursdays
Free skate

Leading into the event,
Wedr and Lipinski described
ont NEC the emolions they
were experiencing.

“Eesng her on the
Olympic jce right now with
everything we disoovened]
over the kst week, | didn't
think it was going 1o hap-
pen,” Lipinski sakl. “And
again T don’t think it shoulkl
be happening”

1 fiee] =0 oncomforiahble
B o skater and a skating
fan having to commentate
her performance simply
because she should not be
ahile 1o compete,” Weir said.
Lipinski ngreed,
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China Projects Power

From Poge Al

host the 2022 Winter Glymplcs,
would groom 300 million ice and
snow aporis enthusiasts by the
time of the Games. Mr Xi has
made achieving sporting success
a loey pillar of his signpture vision
of o *Chinese dream,” a natonalis-
e promlse ol prosperity and reju-
venation for the country.

In o country where Mr Xis
words are often taken as pospel,
many cold have peedicted what
came next: Almost overnight,
brands, investors, local govern-
ments and the public rmced o re-
spond, Ski resorts and ioe rinks
mishroomed around the country
Elementary and middle sclwols
rushed to create winter sporis
programs. Companies specializ-
Ina in snow apparel and aprés-ski
entertainment flooded in,

“1t was lihe » rocket taking off;
suddenly evervthing changed”
said Carod Zhang, #0, a figure skap-
Ing coach in Shenzhen, o humid,
subtropical city in Chinn's south
Bs. Zhang said the mumber of si-
dents she instructs hos nearly tre
pled since 2015, “ 5o many children
want o do winter sports now,” she
wdded.

Just weeks before the start ol
the Winter Olympics in Beljing,
Clinese state nwedia trivmphantdy
proclaimed that Me X% targets
had been met. The country now
has 654 [uil-size ice rinks, 803 ski
regorts and 346 mildon people
whis have “taken parl In winter
sports or related activities at least
onee" the officdial news agency
said.

Officials have said the nunber
of people was caleulated vsing a
random sampling method, Seme
ansnlysrs have expressed shepti
cism about the figures, ponting to
the vague delinition of sports par-
Heipants.

Siill, there is little doubt that the
campaign has made an impact
SKi resorts in China hadd marethan
Hmillion skier days in the ZILE-LH
season, according to a recent in-
dustry report. A skier day is the
eqquivalent of voe it ticket that is
bought and used. That's double
the pumber in 2004 and about one
third the anmber of skier dayvs in
the United States durdng the same
time, China is aiming to boild o
157 billion snow sports market by
15 = nearly ns much as the
global sports market was worth in
20240,

At resorts near Beijing, cars
with Thule =ki racks have begun
appearing in parking lota, An
mpreg-aki colture with Clinese
characteristics is emerging, ono
thar often features hot springs,
hot pot and lkaranke,

The craze for winter =spocts is
not limited o skimg, Interest in
snowboarding, hockey,  Tigure
shkarting and eurling has balloaned.

When Jing Gang, 41, moved
hack to his hometown, Tianjin,
from Finland in 2007, he was dis-
mayed to find that there were only
rwo anall ice rinks amd almost no
understanding  of hockey, the
sport e hod grown to bove while
studying abromwd.

“1usnd tocarry the stick appund

Amy Chang Chien eontrituted re-
porting.

and people would stop me and
ask ‘Are you going fishing?' ™ Mr
Jing recalled. Others, he said,
“thought it was a combat spog
and very violent.”

Mow, just over a deécade later,
Tianjin has three big fce hockey
rinks and a full youth lengue com-
prising arounsd 20 teams. Mr. Jing,
wheo now manages one al those
rinks, sald the spart was gaining
poputarity in cities across Chino,

Shan Zhaofian, a Chinese skl
histarian, drew n parallel between
M Xi%s push wnd a skmblar effort
spearheaded by MaoZedong, who
Believed that mass participation
In pliysical activity was necessnry
for m healthy working closs,

“To build up & streng nation,
youl need at the very minimum to

have & strong body” Me Shan said
of Mr Xi's thinking.

China wns not starting entirely
from sceatch. In the northeast and
in the far west, skiing and skating
traditions stretch back genera-
tions, China has also won gold
miedalks in speed skating and figure
skating.

But officlals, real sstate plants
atd international biands wanting
to develop the market fnced chal-
lenges, least of which were  lack
ol natural snowlall in much of
Chinn and the relative dearth of
sports Infrastructure and public
transportation te ski resors.

In the capital, Beijing, the gov-
ernment invested heavily in wa-
tep-dntensive spow-moking  ma-
clinery and new high-speed rall

MO, COLE ACKENCE FEANCE FRESSE _ JETTY RIS

fnes, Mow, residents can zip
senmibessiy botween the city's cen-
ter and the multibilllon-dallar ski
resarts nml the powder-bBlanketed
myountains that le o ivs fringes.

In the conntry's hotter southern
region, the solution was to bulkl
ski resorts indoors. The Guang-
ghou  Sunac Soow Workl, (he
workd's second-largest indoor ski
resorl, feamres  four  artificial
snow runs that streteh four foot-
ball fields in bength, It i= part of a
massive complex that alse in-
cludes & water world, @ feme
park and several hoteks,

Yet some sports remain out of
reach for e masses. 5ki Wb tick-
e1% can cosl upaard of 31040, while
o full set of hockey gear can set a
buyer back as mach as 54,000 — a

TENNIS

on the Skating Rink and the Ski Slope

TRl CHL IR, Ve GETTY MaOES

Above, curling at an elementary school in northern Chinain
2020, Leaft, indeor ski resorts like this one in CI:IEIIg!I.LI,'ﬁ'“JISlupﬂ
up ta four foothall fields long, bring snow sports to hotter regions.

factune in o country where the
median per capita disposable in-
come 15 jusl over 54,7000

Thecosl bs just one pelential de-
tervent; many Chinese also pe-
gard winler sports as oo danger-
ouE, an impression that is ot al-
WAYE WIOng,

In a country with a shortage of
qualified instructors, injuries are
inevitable. More than 80 percent
of China's 13 million skiers are be-
ploners,  Many  nowvicss  wedr
stufled nnimals strapped around
their battoms — mostly firtes,
bul other cartoonish crestures,
too. These help to cushion falls
and to alert others on the moun-
tain to keap their distance,

The fear of fnlling is what led
Eran Yang, 26, an education con-
sultant in Beijing, to take his first
snowhoarding les=ons onan artifi-
cial “dry” slope {think a giant
downward-sloplng treadmill with
nosnow | He had been inspared by
the videos of snowbonrders he
hnd seen on Douyin, the Chinese
version of TikTok, and also the ad-
vertisements in China feataring
Eileen Gu, the Chinese American
star skier

Mr. ¥ang said he was hoping 1o
gradunte to the bunmy slopes soon
Lk best hls new shElls on real snow
for the first time, But would he
wear a butt mwrtle?

*Definitely, T don’t want to et
Turt,” Mre Yang said, “Fus 1 think
ivs kind of cute”

Me Yangs willingness 1o keep
trying makes hin an ootlies. Only
o amall raction of first-time Chi-
nese skiers give the sport o sec-
e g

Officials  and companies are

hoping that the vouth will be maore
compitted, More  than 2,000
schools around Ching mow offer
shating or skiing programs. As of
2020, 11 schools in Xining, the cap-
itnl of Qinghai, had curling pro-
ETHINS,

Young athbetes wepe  once
muastly groomed by the state, bat
some wealthy parents ave in-
vrrf_:mmg!]r paying 1'11{ pri'lmrr r!l.lh
training and equigmment, seeing
Wi expeErienoe n part as o resgmsd

Xi pushes to groom
300 million winter
sports enthusiasts.

booster for oversens college appli-
cations,

It &5 wnclear if the enthusiasm
for winter sporis will conrinue af-
ter the Games, Already, some [os
rinks have fallen inte disrepair
and  smaller ski resorts have
closed down. But experta say such
conselidaton is 1o be expected.

Promoting the spirit of sports is
ane of the main goals of M Jing,
the boe rink manager in Tlanjin,
whor alsa writes ahaut hockey an
his bog. “Hockey Dad*

“Cheer them on. den't urge
e on withour thisking” Mr
Jing recently wrote In a post
aimed ai other Chiness hockey
parents, “Our main goal as hockey
parents should be 1o infuse your
children with the passion and the
lowe o play”

Djokovic Makes It Clear He Won't Get Vaccinated, No Matter What

Ir alould not come as o revela-
o at this stage, but Novak
Djodoovic is not backing down.

Beat afeer all the drains on i
energy nnd blows to his image,

Mot alter twles

CHRISTOPHER (330 fevarne.
L
nfter his depors

oH .
TENMIS twtion fron that
eouniry on the
ey of the year's first Grond
Slam tournmment. Mot after
being foreed o wateh from afar
a5 hike longrimee rival Rafael
Mnddal took the career lend with a
Iist major med's singles title,

For now, Djoleowvic will stll not
get vaccinated against the co-
ronaviris, no matler how maich |8
coats him, &8 he made clear in an
imerview with the BEC that was
broadeast on Tuesday and in
which the interviewsr, Amal
Rajan, summed up a fair share of
the global mood by abandoning
quurnalb:l.lr sang-froid and fm-
ploring: *Why Movab, why,
wliy?”

“Beciuse the principles of
decision-making on my body are
mare important than any titke or
anything elze,” Djokovie an-
swered, “I'm trying to be in tune
with my body as much as 1 poasi-
bly can”

That approach has him out of
rupe with lis sport and lis does.
According to the AT the men's
teqnis tour, lve is the only one of
the top 100 ranked men's singles
players wio lkhs ot been vacd-
nated against Covik-1%. In an
internatonal spore tat often

requires plavers o cross borders
on i weekly basis, his freedom of
movement and access to tOWrna-
ments will be limited depending

on local pandemic restrictions

That cannat be easy for a
seff-described Bhertarian, but
this is Djokovics clolee, pure
aned slmple, even i i resonoles
far beyond his personal space,

Thaough he plans 1o return o
action for the ATP event in Dubl
next week, Jis Stanes &8 an un-
vaccinated foreigner means he
will nat be permitted to enter the
Uinited Stabes (o take part in the
top-tier fournaments next month
It Indian Wells, Calil., wnd in
Miami wnle=s he is granted an
exempiion, That is considered
unlikely based on the criteria,
whilch does not include a prior
eoranavirus infection,

Dgokovic, whe was infected
with the coronavines in 2020,
reported teating positive again in
Serhia on Dee. 16, 2021, which
was the basis for his dectsion to
traved to Melbourne for the Aus-
tralinn Open with what he be-
D] b b i waalild exermption
from the country's requirements
for entry. Instead, he was de-
ported after being detained and
losing his finnl appeal, with the
Aunstrallan government arguing
auecessfully that his presence
cold risk promoting antl-vac-
cing sentiment in the country,

Deukovic sald he “completaly
disagreed™ with that decision,
Tt mnbesa the makes in France
chamge, Djekovic will not be
allowed 1o play in the next Grand
Elam tournament, the French
Dpen, Which beging in May. He

BofiaNs EVTIGREUTERS
“I'm trving to be in tune with
my l'.uu{!.- as much as [ possibly
can,” Movak Diokovic snid.

also may not be allowed 1o par-
tcipare in the Monte Carlo Gpen
in April in the tax hiaven on the
French Riviera, where he offi-
cially resides. Beginnbng Toes-
day, the French government,
which requires a vaccine pazs-
part for access bo spoTts venues
and other public facilities, will
anly allow a four-month grace
period for those who have been
infected but ave unvaccinated,
His grsce period would £xpire in
Al

But Diokovic, still the world
Mo, 1 men's singles, calmly
said on Teesday that he was
ready o accepl the conge-
CRIENCes, Sver il 14 msant that it
denied him the chance to win the
rivice to e considersd the graat-
est of all time,

“That is the price 1'm willing w

pay” be said.

11 5 umsclenr how high that
price will bee He will still have
BCrERE [0 NUIBEFOLS TOLFhE-
ments. The men's tour strongly
BNOOUrAEes vACcination but hes
not mandated §t. Nationnl regula-
tions are ahifting rapldly Today's
chofed border could be open ina
few months, or even a few
weaks. France has a presidential
election this spring that conld
lead to o change in povernment
and coronavirus policy and per-
hiaps fling apen the gates to
Roland Garras,

Dijokovic reserves the dght w
change hiz mind on vaccination,
but for now his approach does
pat him at o competitive disad-
vantnge and will likely cost him
the Mo, | ranking In the coming
weeks ag Dsniil Medvedey of
Russia closes in.

Dijukovic hislds the men's
recard for total weeks af Mo, 1 at
0 {and counting). He is the
only man to have won the nine
Masters 1000 events and he has
wint them twice. He afao holds a
heqd-o-hemd edge over his big-
gest rivals: Madnl and Roger
Federer,

But the overall Grand Stam
record i= what glitters most
brightly at this stage, and Madal
bas 21 major singles diles
Dijebeontes wnd Federer's 20,
Dijokovic is the defending cham-
pion at the French Open but if he
is unnble to play, Wadal will be an
even bigger fTavorts alter win-
ning it an astonishing 13 times
already,

Dijokovic should have access o
Wirmnbledon unless Britain's

coronavirus policy clanges. He
hits been the most successiul
grass-court ployer in recent
years, winning at the All England
Clob six times, But playing in the
.5 Open, the year's linal Grand
Slam towrmnmient, will be prob-
lematic with the United States”
ban on unvaccinated foreigners.

“The Unived Stotes Tennis
Associntion and the 115, Open
will welcome all players who
abide by the guidelines put forth
hy the U5, governmenit, by the
City of Mew York and by the
tournament,” said Chris Wid-
maber, a spokesman for the
UATA., on Tuesday,

Miszsing three of the four ma-
Jors in one season woukd be quite
2 blow to Djekovic's quaost to
Ninksh atop the Griand Slam
count, After being deporied Last
manth, I s alse banned for
three vears from visiting Austral-
in, although Australlan govern-
ment officials have indicated that
this ban eeuld be rescindel

[Hokovic alse mwst deal with
the shifting landscags in men's
tenuds. A younger generation of
talented and powerful players is
rising, inchuling Medvedes,
Alexander Zveroy, hMattoo
Berrettinl, Stefanos Teltsipas and
Felix Auger-Aliassiime,

At 34, Djokovic will need ta
rerain sharp o stay an the
cutting edge but Nadal, 35, and
Federer, 40, alrendy have proven
that it is possible to win mapors
at mlvanced ages for tennks.

Diokovic has pednrized opinion
Ithe neither of his rivals, howey-
er, Though he reafflirmed on
Tuesday that he does not want to

e associated with te anti-
vaccing movement, bis high
profile and the wall-to-wall cov-
erage of the Australian finsco
hawe gunranteed quite the con-
trary.

“Tt"s peally unfortunnte there
Tas been this kind of misconoep-
o amd wrong conclusien that
has been made around the world
based upon something 1 com-
plesely disagree with," he said,

If s, it would certalnly have
holped i he had made that clear
long ngo instead of dodging the
subject and questions aboat his
vaccination stames His decision
Lo speal with the BEC seened
an admizsion that his prior ap-
proach had created oo much
ambiguity. He tallked about feel-
Ing wounded by the “looks™ lrom
hds fellow players in Melboeme
after Ise wonn hia indtial appeal
and practiced on site ahead of
the tournament.

Bait then for a man who speaks
=ix lnguages, Diokevic has long
hnd a communleation problem.
He has a restless spirit and intel-
lect pnd has sonsellmes been lis
own worst enemy: making
choices that backfire, like knock-
ing himseld sut of the 2020 LS.
rpen by inndvertently striking o
lineswoman in the threat with a
ball that he had whacked in
frustration,

He hias overcome many ohesta-
cles, sorne of his own creaton,
during his long and phenomenal
mun atop med's tennis, bt this is
new territory. Tebounce back
agaln and rejaln e hstorieal
chise, he must first be able to
compete,
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BASEBALL

SCOREBOARD

Ex-Met Harvey Said He Got Opioids From Angels Employee

By MARINA TRAHAN MARTINEZ
and BENJAMIN HOFFMAN

FORT WORTH — Pills passed
between players and team em-
plovess, Tenmmntes did anything
they could to work through inju-
ries and keep themselves on the
tield. That was the narrative from
Matt Harvey, who testified Tues-
day, along with three other lormer
Angels players, that they had re-
ceived oxycodone from a team
employes now on trial for his role
in the death of pitcher Tyler Sk-
BEES.

The prosecution rested its case
after testimony from the four

. The defense will begin
Weddnesday,

The former empioyee, Eric Kay,
wlhio Wag & communications direc-
tor for the Angels, is accused of
providing Skaggs with Tentanyl,
an oploid that led to the pitcher's
death in a hitel room in the Dallas
ares in 20018, rao weeks shy of
Skapps's 28th birthuiay

Prosecutors hove argeed that
Skaggss death came as o result of
a pill or pifls he received from Koy
that were disguised to look like
onyoodone: but that were actually
fentanyl, a far stronger opiodd. A
medical examiner testified eartier
In the trial that fentanyl was the
most kHkely couse of Skages's
death, and that belief was echoed
on Tuesday by Dir, Stacey Hadl, an
emergency medicine expert and a
tomicologist,

Harvey, ance a star pitcher who
Tesd e Mt fo the World Series in
015, provided testimony in ex-
change for immunity from pros-
ecution, In a rare glimpse o
drug use among Major Lemgue
Baseball players, Harvey dis-
cussed how cocaine had been his
drug of choice during his time in
Rew York and said he began using
Percocet, an opicid, during the
2% season, He said he shared

SEAN WO HAFFIVALETTY IMACES

Muit Hu.l"\n.':!nI in ..It||}r 2019, aboul two wesks after the death of his Angels teammate Tyler Skaggs

some Percocel wilh Skapgps,

Kay's lawyers asked Harvey if
I had ever asked Skaggs o be
careful with his drug use.

“Looking back, 1 wish T hod”
Harvey said. “In baseball, you do
everything vou can to s1ay on the
field. At the tme, 1 felt as & team-
mate 1 was just helping him get
through whatever he needed to
get through”

Federal prosecutors are wying
to buld n case that establishes
that Kay was the only one who
could hove provided the drogs
that led to Sknges's death, The de-
fense has countered that Skaggs
had multiple sources for drugs, in-
cluding Harvey, and that Kay did
nat provide any drugs during the
trip to Texns,

Kay s charged with consplracy

Marina Trahan Martinez reporied
fram Fori Worth and Benjomin
Hujfman from Conpecticut.

1173 with intent to distribule
a controlled substance, as well ns
oinapiracy o possess wilh intent
to distribute o controfled sub-

stance resulting in death amnd seri-
ous bodily injury, and taces dec-
ncles in prison il he is convicted.

In his testimony on Tuesday,
Harvey =aid he did not make the
Lrip to Texas in 2019 because of in-
Juries. Before the trip, he said, he
had ashed Kay aboul peting same
onycodome, which he said Eay had
left in Harvey's locker — & deliv-
ry gysiem that was confirmed by
maltiple players on Tuesday.

said that once he heard
nhout Skapps's death, he decided
to dispose of the cxycodone,

“I got to the stndium and threw
it nway” he said. "1 wanted nhso-
lutely nothing to do with that amy-
e

Harvey said he wis scared and
worried that Skaggs's death could
have been caused by the pills. He
flew to Texas to be with his team-
mates as they mowmed Skaggs.

I el terrible,” he said. *He was
n teammate. He was & friend. 1

PRO BASKETBALL

clidn't want to be alone. 1 wanted
to be with the team.”

After Harvey testified, three
other former Angels players -
C.J. Cron, Cam Bedrosian amd
Mike Morin — ok the stand,
oach describing his relationships
with Kay and Skaggs. All three
men said they had received pills
from Kay,

Harvey described problems
with some af the pills.

“1 broke it in half and took a little
piece orally” he said. =1 got shaky
and very sweaty. | had a tough
timee with iL”

Bedrosian, a  pitcher  who
piayed for the Angels from 2014 to
2020, had similar testimony about
pilks he said he had received from
Hay.

“1 remember taking one, and |
didn’t feel right” Bedrosian said.
“l ended up giving the rest back to
hirmn.”

Maorin and Cron, who testified

that their lengthy relationships
with Kny involved the routine ex-
change of pills, said they were
connected to Kay by Skaggs. And
all four of the players who testified
snid there was a noticeable period
in which drugs were hard to come
by, which coincided with a period
in which Kay was seeking treat-
ment for his own opioid addiction.

On cross-cxamination of the
players, Kay's lawyers tried to es-
tablish thot Skaggs could have
gotten the drugs from somecns
else, potentially at Long Beach
Adrport in Californin.

‘When Skapes's wite, Carll, took
the stand, she snid she knew her
hushand tHved with almost con-
stnl pakn but was unaware that it
had led to opioid abuse. She also
testified that her husband's rela-
tionship to Kny was limited to
work mmd that the men were nat
friends.

Skaggs testified that the last
text she got from her hosband,
which came around midnight,
said, “Miss you, babe"

She became concerned when he
did mot tell her hve waz going to bed
— a routing for them — and she
begnn reaching out to him and his
teammated. In one of the texts,
she warned him that he better not
have gotten drunk and fellen
nsleep without having texted her,

"¥ou have a drinking probilem,”
she wrote.

When questioned about that ex-
change by Michael Molferta, a
lawyer tor Kay, Skaggs bristhed.

“You're asking me about o text
that was sent in ANger saying
something that wasn't true,” she
said. “My husband wasn't re-
sponding to my texts becanse he
wias demd”

The kast witness of the day was
Susannah Herkert, aformer Drug
Enforcement Administration em-
ployee and an expert on drug di-
version, who offered insight inlo
the claims that the players could
have been approached at the air-
port in Long Beach. She said ac-
cess al that airpor? is heavily re-
stricted,

The Cavs Finally Seem
To Be Moving Beyond
A Guy Named LeBron

By SOPAN DER

For must of the last two dec
mdes, the Cleveland Cavaliers
could be defined by two things:
LeBron James or irmelevance.

Jumes, ®  hometown  hero,
breathed new lfe Inm the city
upon being drafied in 2003 and
macle the Cavaliers a must-see at-
traction. And then he devasiated
the fan base by leaving for Miami
im 2010, before returning like
Odysseus in 2014 and delivering
ome of the most storied champi-
onships in M.BA, history in 2016
Twia years Later, he left again, leav-
Img the franchize without a clear
path forward.

“Everybody felt a litle bit weird
after that year,” said Cedi Osman,
a fifth-year guard for Cleveland.

The Cavaliers were starting
from seratch and staring into the
abores. They had past-thelr-prime

Canny draft picks
and a veteran’s
resurgence help

a rebuilding team.

veterans and no track record of
luring top free agents. But o funny
thing has happened. Fast lorward
through some quality draft plcks,
a savvy trade and m key player’s
unexpected resurgence, and there
5 a basketball renaissance in
Cleveland.

Faur seasong after lames's exit
to the Los Angeles Lakers, the
Cavaliers have confounded axpec-
Ltions to become ane of the lest
teams in the Eastern Conference
with one of the best defenses in
the: M.B.A. For the first time since
James left in 2018, the Cavaliers
wiil be represented in the All-Star
Game, which is this weekend in
Cleveland. Rajon Roncdo, the vet-
eran paint guard traded to Cleve-
land frarm the Lakers last manth,
aaitl the Cavaliers this season
hawe “a chance to do semething
special.”

Their status as o conlender was
cemented st week when they ac-
quired Carls LeVert, a 2T-year-old
swingman and Ohio mative, from
the Indiiena Pacers. LeVert told re-
porters the team seamed (o have
“such positive energy  every-
where."

Positive energy has besp in
ahort supply in recent years, Over
the past three seasons, the Cava-
liers went G0-159. The rebublding

process post-Tames, hetmed by
General Manager Hoby Alimaon,
has been bumpy.

Cleveland ts on its fourth head
coach in four years, One of them,
John Beilein, apologized to his
team of mostly Black players in
2020 for calling them “thugs” in a
film session. He resigned laber
that year micsenson with a dismal
1440 record.

There was also the trade for An-
dre: Drummond, o slow and cxpen-
give center who rebounded well
bt didr’t fie with the tear’s quick
perimeter punrds, and the exton-
sion for nnother center, Larry
Mance Jr, who never guite lhved
up to a contract worth mare: than
40 milkion.

“We've taken some time and
had to be really patent through
some difficult times {0 gel to
where we are;” Coach LB, Bicker-
staff, who replaced Belledn, said
during a news conference Inst
week. “And when you're talking
about legarcy, | think those are dis-
cussions that you have after the
SCRELTE O, ¥O0U know, two years
from now when you can look back
at n totml body of work amd seo
what you've truly done”

Thi core for the Cavaliers' re-
surgence has come through the
drnft, Point jeard Darius Gar-
landl, selected with the ith pick in
2009, was a highly touted but risky
pick given that he played in only
five games ot Vanderhilt because
af a knee injury. The Cavaliers had
drafted point guard Collin Sexton
only the year before, so the solec-
tiem of Garland raised some eye-
brows,

The leam instead started Gar-
landd and Sexton as omne of the more
dymamic backcourts in the M.EB.A.
MNow, i only his third year, the 22-
year-old Garland is averaging 2.1
points and B BESis1S per CAmE 85 &
deft floor general, and he earmed
an AllStar berth, (Sexton sus-
tained a season-ending knes inju-
ry in early Movember.)

With his passing skills and abil-
ity to create space for himself in
the paing, Garland has cutplayed
at lenst two players drofied ahead
of him (RJ Barret amd De'Amndre
Humter), whike the Nao. 1 pick trom
that drade, Zion Williamson, hasn't
taken the floor this sewson he-
causs af a fool injury.

Brandon Knight, whoe was Gar-
laned’s teammate briefly during
Garland's rookie year in Cleve-
land, described him as “super, Su-
per, super unselfish”

“He scores n bot, but he also geds
alatof guys invoelved” Knight, 30,
said. “When vou get guys n-
volved and you gel guys feefing

CHIEIS ST aC0ia/ aSSOORATED FRDSS

Jarrett Allen dunking against the Ters’ Jowl Embiid and Danny
Green. Allen will replace James Harden in the All-Star Game.

Eood about themselves and fool-
ing good about touching the has-
kathall, 1 think it trickles down.”

‘When a team isn't traditionally
ntiractive for froe agents, hitting
on high deaft picks is crucial,
Cleveland drafted [saac Okora
fifth im 2020, and ha has become a
relinble defender and open-floor
linisher. The draltes with the high-
et cedling might be Evan Mobley,
who was picked at No. 3 in last
year's dmit, Mobley, 20, is averng-
img 14.7 points and & rebounds per
game and i & contender oowin the
Ronkie af the Year Award,

One of Cleveland's best moves
was the trade for Jarrett Allen last
season, parl of a Four-team deal
that landed James Harden with
Allen's former team, the Mets. The
L-year-old Allen — o strong re-
bisumeler and Mndsher around the
rim — ks now one of the best cen-
ters in the M.B.A. and was selected
ns on injury replancement for
Harden in this years All-Star
Game. The Mets have n worse
record than the Cavaliers and
traded Harden tothe Philadelphia
Thers Iast week, They've looked
wery much like a team that could
use Allen

But this year's success for
Clewveland is not just becauso of
the young players. Kevin Love, a
fve-time All-Star and the only
James-era holdover besides Os-
man, has battled injuries for most
of Cleveland's rebuilding process.

Lowe, a power forward, signed o
Towr-year, S120 million extension
w remain in Cleveland entering
the 2008-1% season, after James
ket the second time. Before this
sepsomn, il lopked lke a mistake for
Alrman. When Love did play, his
hody language wes sour, COn multi-
e occasions, he openly showed
displeasure with teammatas,
Deng Adel, who played 19
gamas for the Covaliers in the
year after James beft for the Lak-
ers, said the early stnges of re-
ILmnilﬂht]; were “kind of tough” for
Ve,

“For the most part, he was still
definitely n good teammate,” said
Adel, who now plays for the Bos-
ton Celtics’ G League affiliate. He
added: “Itkind of gets frastrating,
especially for where he's 0 in his
career. You know, you could kind
of tell e kind of wants to win"

After the trade for Allen and the
dmifting of Mobley, it seemed that
there wouldn't be room for Love.
Bant im the summer, his ngent put n
stop o chatter that Love would try
tw negotiate 8 buyout. Instemd,
Lowe came back to training amnd
tald reparters he would be a "pos-
itive force” MNow, this year is
among the best in his elght sea-
=ons in Cleveland. He's averaging
14.2 points anc 7.3 rebounds per
game off the bench and shooting
30.2 percent from 3-point range.
Lovee is fitting in instend of fitting
oul, just as James onee publichy

N BLATLLUNA TONAY SPCETS, V1A RILTERS
Kevin Love, a haldover from
the LeBron James em, is aver
aging 14.2 points off the bench.

preached for him o da,

“He's a great mentor for us —
far young players and espectally
the way he's playing this year” Os-
man sail 1 mean, we're really
looking up to him. Offensively. De-
fensively. He's crafty, He's trying
to hedp us. You know, everybody is
doing something.”

Mentorship has also come from
other sources. The veteran poink
guard Ricky Rublo came to Cleve-
land in n trade from Minnesota in
the off-season and helped ihe
tedam et off Lo a fast start with his
steady hand in setting up the of-
fense, But n kneo injury ended his
season in December, and he was
traded in the deal for LeVert
Rondo has filled Rubio's rale,

If the Cwwaliers make o desp
run this postsenson, perhaps it
shouldn't be asurprise, They have
dynamic scorers (Garland, Allen),
quality veterans with champi-
onship experience | Love, Ronda),
and complementary shot-creators
(Ckoro, Dsman). Especially this
year, where there is no clear-cut
favorite for the tithe, the Cavaliers
have a real chance of making the
BLEBA. finals. And they seem o
enjoy playing with one another

“Alot of times you can't predict
this type of stuff, man” Knight
said. “Sothe ingredients just work
aned therss really not an answer
far it”

He added, “When you get a
Eroup of gys that are just unself-
ish and don't care aboul which
Euy's getting the points, afl those
type of things, I think it just works
out”

Or course, the Cavaliers still
have & kot of work to do. The East-
e Conference is tightly packed
and one losing streak could mean
beimg exiled to the play-in toarna-
ment — amd, perhaps, out of the
playelis. But this seasan has been
an undeniable step forward. If
nothing else, Cleveland is shoot-
ing for something bigger, (o be de-
fined by more than & past associa-
tion with LeBron James.

“We're trying to buwild some-
thing,” Ckman said. "1t's all about
these Cava right now™

BASHETBALL

N.B.A, STANDINGS

EARTTFM CONFTREHCE
Atsnbic

™
e |

-~ EEEEN. EEREE-
- |
i

B3 HesEEy BiRTEER
1i=

| B iR

pEfFRYE pHEESE HEEEE.
=
¥

gl

ot bl
2HE
¥
FEuF

auy
gEg EEE?EI

1B et BeefEig

=L}
=

'
HYBEE~ BENHN - 2REYE -

HNiHARE SZBRHE DREEAS
BEmaEy

HilEy
e

;j
i

i
‘giizsii

f
:
1
:

I
|

H
i

HOCKEY
H.H.L. STANDINGS

g g
iR i
ESHEERZER BRALREEER

vsposraed nasnsEead weasziuad cEYEaREad

HERAERAER BEEOAEZER

:

HRHHERES cEERSERE.

BY¥ESRES~ HYREZ A
DEFEEEHER ERUSEHRESE BRFUCHIER STETEEEIR

i g

A
; '§§g§ f .

Les

!
i

i
il
%

rwough Fats, 13, So%al podnds Bassd o B0
pon Ay @ AElpeoa wole TYOUDN 000
m;:-m o Hitpie vols nd o
o

1. Soufh Corgiiem §30) ZF1 Q. 0
2. Stwnfoed . el THO 2
1. Leciinila LB R 3
AN Siie TR mr 8
E. hana . e} B2 T
E. ow L Lk B B
Gt L]
G R 8
i 2 A4

n "l.luv'ﬂm'l T &3 &
(I y=-1TH B ]
12, T I - |
13 Wargarad L
14 T . JTE 3Bl W
15 Oulisrsa. 3
! Toch ¥ 1]
It ae X oH
18 Dhio 51, [ O L
13, Wobre Do 1 | B
PR ET .:!If Ig b
£ [ if
2 :::W IEE 1L 1
23 Vegre Tedh .. ... 134 (1] ¥
M. et Carolea. 3 B oA
B Flongle Gaff Comd , 227 B

£
ot
skt

it
i
il
et

i
|
2

3 Dt ot 3, Lo a‘:“"‘s-’*'.."ﬁ

A, el Caarteni
mmmv 16 5.
i, B

Y PRESSALA LN |

§




By NEIL GENZLINGER

PRI 0¥ Rourke, the consermtive
salirist and political commentalor
who was unafraid to shewer Dem-
ocrats and Republicans alike in
best-seiling books like =Parlia-
ment of Whores,” in articles for a
wide range of magazines and
newspapers, and on television
and rclio talk shows, died on
Tuesday al his home in Shiron,
MN.H. He was 74.

The cause was complications of
lung coancer, said Deb Seager, tha
director of publicity at Grove/At-
lantic, Mre O Rourke's publisher

Mr, 0" Rourke’s political writing
was in the caustic traditbon of H.L.
Mencken, As writers and com-
mentators go, he was something

Skewering whatever
in government or
culture he thought
needed it.

of n cclebrity, welcome on talk
shows ol slmast any political bent
and known for appearances an
NPR's comedy quiz show “Whit,
Wail . . . Don't Tefl Me”

He was a prowd conservative
Repulifican — one of his books
was called “Republican Party
Reptile: The Confessions, Adven-
tures, Essays and (Other) Out-
rages.of PLJ, O'Rourke™ — but he
weas widely admired by readers of
many stripes because of his fear-
less style and his willingness o
mock just about anyone who de-
served It imcluding himseld. In
“Republican Party Reptile” ho re-
called his youthful flirtation with
Mao Eedong,

“But | couldnt stay & Maoist
forever” he wrote, “1 got too fat to
wear bell-bottoms. And [ realized
that communism meant giving
my golf clubes to o family in Zaire.”

In 2000, The New York Times in-
vitedd him and assorted other
prominent peaple 1o define “Re-
publican” and “Democrat™ He of-
Tered this:

“The Democrnts are the party
thnt says government will make
you smsarter, taller, richer and re-
mave the crab grass on your lawn,
The Republicans are the party

that says povernment doesn't
wark and then get elected and
prove iL”

Mr. ('Rourks was profific. In

Katherine Q. Seelye and Alex
Troud contributed reporting.

addition to some 20 books, he
wrote a column for The Dadly
Benst fora time and appeared reg-
ularly in The Atlantic, The Ameri-
can Spectator, Rolling Stone and
The Weekly Standard, where he
wis o contributing editor, He was
the conservative gide af a point-
counterpaint segment on 60 Min-
ules” in ihe mid-1990s, opposile
Mally Ivins, and & guest on “Real
Tirme With Bill Mazher” “The Daily
Show,” “Charlie Rose™ and ather
talk shows.

Mr. O"'Rourke was most often
identilied xs a political satirist, but
hiz subjects ranged well beyond
the paolitical. His first book, pub-
lished in 1983 (and reissued in
158%), was called “Modern Man-
ners: An Etiquerte Book for Rude
People”

“Good manners can replace in-
tellect by providing a set of memo-
rized respanses o almost every
situation in life” he wrote, “Mem-
orized responses eliminate (he
need for thought. Thought is not a
very worlhwhile pastime anyway.
Thinking allows the brain, an inert
and mushy organ, to exert unfair
domination over more sturdy and
active body parts.”

The book was full of practical
advice, including this for gentle-
men: “A hat should be taken off
when you greet a lady and bett off
for the rest of your life. Nothing
looks more stupld than & hat”

For many [ans, his signature
book was “Parfinment of Whores,”
subsitled A Lome Humorist At-
tempts 1o Explain the Entire U5,
Government”™ and first published
im 1981

“Although this is o conservative
book,” Mr. ¥ Rourke explained in
the opening pages, “it is ot -
formed by any very elaborate po-
litical theary, | hivve only ane frm
belief abouwt the American palitical
system, and that is this: God is a
Eepublican and Santa Claus is a
Democrat.”

Sigrne Wilkinson, reviewing Uhnt
book in The Times, wrote; “A spin
with P 1. " Rowrke i like a ride in
the back of an old plekup over un-
prrved roads, You get where you're
golng  fast, with exhilarating
views bul nol withoul a few
bruises.”

His recent books included "How
the Hell Did This Happen? The
Election of 2016," a collection of his
writings during that presidenttal
campaign

“The American public wasn't
holding either pofiticnl party in
much esteern” he explained in an
muthor's note setting the stage for
the election. “What the American
public was holding was its nose.
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PJ. O’Rourke, 74, Conservative Satirist and Political Commentator, Dies
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B O'Rourke in Mew Hampshire in 2009, Below, Mr. O'Rourke on “The Tonight Show With Jay
Leno” in 1993, He was something of a celebrity, welcome on talk shows of almost any political bent.

B1s

ting Wour Wing-Wang Squeszed
nmyd Mot Spill Your Drink.”

He was & co-writer of Lampoon
newspapor and yearbook paro-
dies and helped promote the ca-
reers of John Belushi, Chevy
Chase and Christopher Guest.
From 1978 to 1980 he wns the mag-
nzine's editor in chief.

“Ag the boss, | had the people
skills of Luca Brasi in "The Godia-
ther' and the business sourmen of
the fellows who were managing
Bew York's finances in the 19708,
he wrote in Tho Hollywood Re-
porter in 2015, in an article that
carried the hesdline “How 1 Killed
‘Mational Lampoan,”™

The headline was a slight exng-
geration, but in the 1880 Mrn
0" Rourke discovered he was more
comfortable as o freclance writer,
Hemade a brief atempt at screen-
writing in Hollywood — he is one
of several creditsd writers of
"Emsy Money" n 1883 Rodney
Dangermield comedy — before re-
turpning east and becoming a
sought-after magasine writer,

He did o lot of work for Rolling
Stone, where for a time he held the
title of “foreign affairs desk chief™
and reported from distant Ends.

“He's bocome the rock magn-
rine's reactionary,” 60 Minules”
n'xplatnedma 1994 feature on him,
ing the literary fMair of

MARGANET FONTOM'RBOU PO BANK NECUNIVENSAL V1A CETTY macy

“Therefore | was prepared for
some surprizes during the 2018
campaign. which leaves me with
o exeuse for how surprised | was
Iy wisat the surprises were"

During the campaign, Mr
O Rourke announced that he was
Eoing to vote for Hillary Clinton,
not Donald Trump. Mrs, Clinton,
he 16ld The New Satesman in
2020, was “the devil 1 knew”
whereas no one he knew, he said,
liked Mr. Trump,

=l just thought he was un-
stable " he sald, and dangerous. <1

srill do”

Az time went on, e contimied
in that vein, describing himself as
o member of the "unorganized re-
sigtance” against Me. Trump.

Patrick Jake O'Rourks was
born on Now. 14, 1947, in Toledo,
Crhio. His tather, Clifford, was acar
salesman, and his mother, Ded
phine (Loy) O'Rourke, was a
sehool administrator,

In & 2011 article for Newsweek,
Mr. O'Rourke called his home-
town “one of those junkyards of
American capitalism,” reciting a

history of good economic times
that gave way to bad.

“America’s exceptionalism lies
mol in ity sucoesses bul s Tail-
wres,” he wrote at the end of that
piece. "The people of Tailed Toledo
can £ay (o the people of te rest of
the waorld, "Our junkyamds are
mare splendid than your pal-
Bces” "

He received his undergradinte
degree in 1969 Trom Miami Uni-
versity (“the one in Ohio, not the
one where you can major in water
skiing” he noted in an online auto-
biography) and earned a master's
degree in English at Johns Hop-
kins University in 1670. His early
work experience included a stint
at & libernl umderground Babb-
mare newspaper called Harry
But the last of his liberal leanings
died when Maolsts ocoupied the
newspaper's offices.

“They thought we weren't rodi-
cal enough,” e told People maga-
#ine in 1989,

Becoming more  libertarian
than liteeral, he went to New York
in 1972 and there started writing
Tar Mational Lampoon, which was
Tounded i 1970, Among his more
infamous articles for the maga-
rine was ane in 1870 ritled " How 1o
Drive Fast on Drugs While Get-

Hunter Thompaon with the ideol-
oy and haberdnshery of George
Wil

A 1988 book, “Holidmys in Hell,
I=a collection of pieces he wrote as
o war corespondent, many  of
them faor Rolling Stone, " The du-
thor owes an immense debt of
gratifude (and gquite o bit of
moneay advanced for expanses) to
Editor wmd Publisher Jann Wen-
ner” Mr O Rourke wrote in the ac-
kni EHtS,

His other books included “All
the Trouble in the World™ (1894),
which looked at various topical is-
sues, including climate change
and famine, and “Eat the Rich: A
Treatize on Economics™ { 1809},

Mr. O'Rourke’s marriage o
Amy Lumet ended in divorce. His
survivors includse his wile, Tino
(Mallon) ORourke, whom he
married m 1995, and thres chil-
dren, Clifford, Olivia and Eliza-
beth.

Mr, 0¥ Rourke's prose may have
besn barbed, bal some who knew
and worked with him said that in
persan he wias kess so,

“He can be vicions and nasty,
nnd he strikes the pase of a reac-
thanary, but some of that ks just
shiick” the journnlist Michnel
Kinsley told People in 1589, "Hes
an anarchist with a heart of gold.”

Kathryn Kates, 73, Actress Remembered
As Bakery Counterwoman on ‘Seinfeld’

By ANNABELLE WILLIAMS

Eathryn Eates, who appeared
A5 A COUNIECWHTIAN in TWD memo-
rable scenes from “Seinfeld” in-
volving baked goods in short sup-
ply — chocolare bablkas and mnr-
bile rye bread — and racked up nu-
merous sereen credits aver nearly
50 years, died on Jam 22 ar her
brother's home in Lake Waorth,
Flo She was 73.

Thiz canse was lung cancer, the
bruther, Josh Kates, said,

Ma. Kates, who lived in Manhat-
tan, had roles in dozens of welevi-
sion shows and movies, including
the recent series “Shades of Blue”
on MBC, “Friends From College”
om Metflix and "The Good Fight”
an CAS.

She appeared in five episodes of
“Law and Order” — a fixture on
the résumé ol most MNew York
wuorking actors — as Judge Mar-
lene Simmaons, She plso had & re-
curring mle in Netflix's “Omngeo

owner, in “The Many Saints of
Mewark” (2021), the prequed mav-
I to “The Sopranos.”

But it was in two g5 of
“Seinfeld” (1950-1958) that she
minde an indedible mark.,

Sporting a yellow apron and a
New York attitude, M. Kntes ap-
peared in Season Fives "The Din-
ner Party™ as the bakery clerk
who announces to Jerry and
Elnine (Julia Louis-Dreyius) that
thie store’s last treasured choco-
Inte babkn had been sold just
ahead of them. Offered a cinna-
muon habka instead, Elaine calls it
& "lesser” babka, o which Jerry
objects, intoning, “Cinnamon
takes o back seat to no babka.*

The zcens Includes & mermora-
ble coughing fit by Ms Eates's
character next to a wall of baked
gonds and her closing Hnes to a bod-
tering Jerry and Elaine: “Can |
gel you anything else? How aboul
& nbee box of ‘scram’™?”

a model for better race relafionsg,
*Look to the cookiel” he declares,

In an interview [ast year with
“This Podcast 15 Making Me
Thirsty," a podcast about “Sein-
feld,” Ms. Kntes recalied getting
the part for which pecple would
recognize  her  on Manhattan
strests for decades.

The whole writing staff, includ-
ing Mr. Seinfeld amd the show's co-
creator, Larry David, watched as
she read her lines and delivered
her cough in an aodition, She had
earlkr anditioned for other small
jparts on “Seinfeld,” but the brassy
counlerwoman was her  lucky
ek,

Two seasons lales, Ms, Kates,
again in her yellow apron, re-
prised the role in the episode “The
Eye™ This time she (ells a crest-
fallen Jerry that the bakery’s last
lonf of marble rye has been sold,
complicating & plot o restore
George into the pood graces of his

In “Seinfeld.” Kathryn Katess ch
chocolate babkas, In another episode, it was marble rye bread.,

aracter told Jerry there were no

she was n founding member
There, she and the actress Bar-
bara Beckley were co-general
managers from 1975 w 1081 She
mppeared i numerous  Colony
productions.

“Kathy was New York through
mmid through,” Ms Beckley said.
“She did some wonderful roles

all*

Kathryn Janc Eates was born
Jan. 29, 1948, in Quesns. Her [a-
ther, Louis Kates, was an electron-
ics engineer. Her mather, Sylvia
(Fngan) Eates, was an actress
wha, under the stage name Mide
Iyn Cates, appeared on telovision
in the hospital drama *5t Else-

She had roles in
dozens of television
shows and movies,

Wilder) in the 1967 film version of
“The Producers.”

Ms. Kates grow up in Great
Reck, N.Y., on Long Islamd, and
graduated from Greal Meck MNorth
Senior High, She stwdied acting at
MNew York Lniversity.

After gradunting in 1571, she
maved (o Los Angelas in 1974 and
focuesed on theater, Her early tele-
vigion credits inchuied appear-
ances on the legal drama “Mat-
lock™ in 189] and other camen
rodes in *Rache] Gunn, R.M" and
“Hudson Street.”

In 1983, she morried Joseph
Pershes, an executive at a video
distribution company. They di-
vorced in 2004, In addition to her
brother, she is survived by @ sister,
Mallory Kates,

When asked in the podeast in-
terview about appearing on “Sein-
fedd,” Ms. Kates responded that
she was always grateful o have

Is the Mew Biack” as the mother The episode also leatures Jer-  fuwture in-lows. with us" But she ndded: “Shewas  where” and the series “Fame”and  work. “1 have loved every job I've
of Jason Biggs's character, Larry  ry's exaltation of another New Mas, Kates devoted much of e not a leading lady. She was much  played the eccentric conclerge  ewver hid,” she said.
Bloom. And she was cadt as Angie  York bakery mainstay, the black  (ime (o running The Colony The- more of a young character ac-  confronting Max Bialystock (Zemo And as for her babka prefoer-
DeCarbo, an ltalian beaoty shop  and white cookie, as somethdng of — ater in Burbank, Calif., of whiclh  tress, and not a Hollywood type at - Mostel) and Leo Bloom (Gene  ence? She favored chooodate.
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By CLAY RISEN

Bl Wall, a martial arts master
whio with quick business wits and
even Mester fists helped propel
dizciplines fike knrate, aikido and
Brazilian jlu-jitsu mto the Ameri-
can mainstream, along the way
making friends and sharing the
sereen with the kes of Bruce Les
and Chuck Norris, died on Jan, 30
In Los Angeles. He was 81

Hizwife, Lillinn Wall, confirmed
the death bur did mot provide a
CAusE.

For the millions of fnns devoted
to 19708 martial arts movies, Mr
Wiall was best known for his role in
the 1973 film “Enter the Drogon,”
in which, as the thug 0"Hara, he
torments a vengeful undercover
apent named Lee, played by Mr
Lea

Atf-foot-1, with a full tuft of hakr
amd a scraggly beard, Mr, Wall
towered over the wiry, diminutive
Mr. Lee, whi, in the film, neyer-
theless overpowers his ndversary
by kicking him to the ground and
crushing his chest. 11's an indeli-
bly grisly moment and a shorp
contras! o the dose band the two
men shared in renl ke,

They met in 1963 at a kung fu
demonstration in the Chinatown
neighborhood of Los Anpeles,
where Mr. Wall had withstood the
instructors blows without drop-
ping his beer,

“At thal paint resdity hit that I'd
blowm this guy’s derwn, 6o 1 started
wilking toward the door,” Mr. Wall
recalled i a 2011 interview. T saw
this tough-looking guy walking to-
ward me, =0 1 aid, "This guy, 1I'm
gponma clock,” and he walks up
cloge to me and says, 'Hey that
wis funny, I'm Bruce Leot™™

They ended up talking in the
parking bot for three hours,

Mr. Les was still an unknown
martinl arts instrucior in Cakland
and, like Mr. Wall, was drawn to
Loa Angeless budding combat-
sports scens, Mr Wall was a siu-
dent of another instructor, Mr
Muogris, an Air Force veleran and
mnrtind arts champion.

The three became fast friends,
and in 1967 M Wail and Mr. Nor-
ris went into business together,
running a sertes of studios in the
San Fernando Valley, & part of Los
Angeles that two decades later
would provide the setting for “The
Karage Kid"

Murtinl arts wis nn exclusively
mnle domain at the time, fought
without padding and producing
e than a few broken noses and
cracked teeth, But entrepreneurs
like Mr. Wall saw an opportunity
to make studios more professional
and family friendly. Through man-
uals and seminars thal he ook
nround the country, he taught
thousands of asplring sensels how
1o Fun & digjio.

*There were a lot of people who
would open a school and start
teaching, amd it would all fall ko
place or nat,” Roy Kurban, o tae-
kwondo champion who was in-
spired by Mr. Wil to open his own
studbe in Fort Worth, =aid in a
phome interview. “He built a busi-
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Bob Wall, Martial Arts Master Who Sparred With Lee, Dies at 82
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WARHIN BROTHIES, VLA IVIRTT COLLICTION

Bob Wall, right, with Bruce Lee in “Enter the Dragon™ (1973). The two men met in 1963 at a kung fu demonstration in Los Angeles,

c f"
i

From left, Chuck Morris, Mr. Lee and Mr. Wall, Mr. Wall and Mr.
Morris went into business together. At right, Mr Wall in 2008,

ness system,”

Mr Lee, meanwhile, had begun
his rise to global stardom, An ap-
pearance at the 1964 International
EKarate Championships in Long

L I
VLA WELL FANELY

Beach, where he demonstroted
signature moves like the pvo-fin-
Eer push-up and the one-inch
punch, led to his casting &5 Kato,
the sidekick on the 1860 televi-

4
sion show “"The Green Hornel™
and lnter to o series of movie
cleals.

Martial aris movies were huge
in Asia but still largely unknown
in the United States. Mr Lee de-
cided to change that, in part by in-
corporating rodes for Black and
white nctors, including Mr. Wall,
who won a part alengside Mr, Nor-
ri% in the first of Mr Le&s major
filmes to be released in America,
“The Way of the Dragon” {1972),

Mr. Wall could take @ hit, which
put him in good stead with M
Les, wh insisted on doing his own
stunts and refused to pull punches
during fight scenes, Mr. Wall re-
called that before they started
filming “Enter the Dragon,” Mr
Les told him, "Bob, [ wanna hit
you, and 1 wanna hit you hard.”

Even the broken battles that the
character (FHara wields against

the character Les were real
which presented a problem when
Mr. Lee, a perfectionist, msisted
on shooting that part of the scens
nine times, with M. Wall repeat-
edly fnlling back on shards of
Elass, At another poimt Mr Lee
hicked Mr Wall so hard that he
flew back into & row of extrs,
breaking a man's arm

“Ivs one thing to get hit that
hiard once or Pwice, but try it eight
times in arow,” Mr. Wall snid, “Let
me tell you, about the fourth tme,
you know what's coming, you're
going to get popped real hard, and
waul just have o say, "Hey, I'm here
to do a job. Make it real””

That commitment to combat
wiirité pakd off. “Enter the Drag-
om,” made for just $850,000 (about
$5.3 million in today's dollars),
prossed 5350 million worldwide
(about £2.2 billion todny), making
it ome of the most profitable mov-
ies of all time. [t helped estahlish
martial arts as an indelibde part of
AMErICAn pop culiure.

But Mr. Lee did not get to enpoy
the success. He disd, a1 32, just be-
fore the film debuted, of unding-
nosed swelling in his brain. By
then he had begun filming “Game
of Death.” featuring a celebrated
Tight scene with Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar, (The film, in which Mr
‘Wall also had a role, was released
in I97E) And he was planning
even more movies, including at
least one with a prominent role for
Mr. Wall, who was to play o side-
kick to Mr. Lee's hero, n C.LA.
agent.

He gave private
lessons to celebrities,
including Elvis and
Steve McQueen,

“Hey Bob,” Mr Wall recalled
him saying a few weeks before his
death, "you get iy be a good guy in
the: next one ™

Robert Alen Wall wias borm on
Aug. 12, 19349, in San Jose, Calit
His father, Hay Wall, worked in
construction; his mother, Reva
{Wingo) Wall, was a nurse.

He was drawn to martkal arts as
a young teenager who had suf-
fered beatings at the hands of his
abusive, abooholic father. He wres-
thed in high school and at wiat s
now San José State University,
where Ie left without graduatkng
to join the Army, After he was dis-
charged, he moved to Los Angeles
o begin his martial aris edwcation
wrider Mr. Narris.

Mr. Wall held an advanced
black belt in several disciplines,
and he regularly placed first or
socond At competitions  arcund
the country in the late 1960s and
early Tls

After Mr Lee's death, he
worked ns a fight coordinator on
sewern] martial arts movies, in-
cluding "Black Bedt Jones™ (1574),
starring one of his protégés, Jim
Kelly, ome of the first Black karate
champions. He also gave private
lessons to colebrities, including
Seeve Mc(ueen and Elvis Presley.

By the mid-1970s Mr. Norris had
decided to go ivto acting full time,
and he and Mr Wall sold their
business in 1975, Mre Wall turned
his attention to real estate, lumch-
ing & second career as @ resi-
dential and commercial develop-
er.

He didn't leave the world of
mirtial arts, though. In additon to
writing books and teaching semi-
nars, he had o long-runming and
very public besf with Steven Sea-
gal, another martial aris expert
turned action siar

In & series of Interviews in the
mid-1980s, Mr Seagal, wiw had
tmught aikido in Jopan, insulted
Americnn martial arts, and Mr
MNorris in particular. In response,
Mr Wall challenged him fo a fight,
though they never came to blows,
and eventually they worked it out.
But Mr. Wall refused to watch amy
of Mr. Seagal's movies,

Mr. Wall also remained close
friends with Mr MNorris. He ook
small mles in several of his mav-
ies and om the TV series “Walker,
Texas Ranger,” which starred Mr
Marris and ran Froo 1993w 2000,

It was just the right amount of
fame for Mr. Wall,

“I'm famous enough that people
who know martial ars or know
Bruce Lee fiims know me” he
gaid "Bt I'm not 5o famous that 1
can't walk down a street. | con go
i and out of & restaurant. | don't
lose my privacy”

Kenneth H. Brown, 85, Playwright
Who Was Best Known for ‘The Brig’

By ALEX VADUKUL

Kenneth H. Brown, a New York
playwright whose ncclaimed 1963
T 0T Broadway play "The Brig”
based on his experiences ns a Ma-
rine, porrayed dehumanizatkon
imside a military prison during the
Korean War, died on Feb. 5 at a
hospice i Queens, He was 85,

Afriend, the performance artist
amd wriler Penny Arcade, said the
CHUSE WS CINCCE

After growing up in Brooklyn in
the 19505 as something of a street
towgh, Mr. Brown, eager to sarve
his country, enlisted in the Ma-
rines at 18. But stathoned in Japan,
he found himsell rattled by mili-
tary lfe and was thrown into the
brig for insubordination.

There, by his account, he was
humiliated and abused. Guards
called him “moggot"; ho was
punched in the gut for even minoer
infractions. Mornings - started
with garbage-can lids being
bamged on bunk beds, and e and
hisfellaw inmates were ordered to
jog mround their cdastrophobic
guarters for howrs until they were
breathless,

“I was always in trouble in the
Marines,” e said in an interview
with the Lower East Side Biogra-
phy Project. [ went to the brig
twioe The first time [did 25 days.”
Of his military service, he said,
“By the time [ got out, | was acom-
plete pacifise”

Back in Mew York, Mr. Brown
worked ns a bartender and stud-
ied ol Columbia University on the
G.L Bill. In his spare time he wrote
“The Brig" a hyper-realistic play
depdeting a gruefing day in the life
of 10 imprisoned Marines and the
gunards who brutalize them.

Mr. Brown didn't have any the-
aler connections. Bul through o
friend his manuscript made its
wiy to the Living Theater, the
revered avant-garde repertory

Kenneth Brown in an undated
photo, “] was always in trouble
in thie Marines.” he said,

company Towemded in the 19405 by
Julian Beck and Judith Malina.
They were caplivated by "The
Brig" and decided o produce it
1 wag & guy from the neighbor-
hood,” Mr. Brown said. “I never
met people like Julian and Judith"

A Marine who wrote
of being humiliated

and abused inside a

military prison.

“The Brig" made waves when it
opened in 1963 at the Living The-
ater in Gresnwich Village.

"I what happens on the stageal
the Living Theater is a true repre-
sentation of conditions in the brig,
the president or his secretary of
dofense ought to order an investi-

gation,” Hownrd Tonbman wrote
in his review for The New York
Times. “Mr. Brown's obsessive
seript does nod spare o detwil of the:
devastating indketment”

The play won  three Obie
Awards amld toured Europe. Jonas
Mekas directed o fitm version,

“The Brig® became one of the
Living Theater's great sucosses,
but it ako became inextricahbly
linked to the company because of
il= anarchic kst performance
there, During the play's run, the
nuthorities shut down the play-
hose for delinguent taxes, but
the cast and an awdience broke
mio the padiocked theater for one:
final show.

“The play accomplished what 1
wanted It to accomplish” Mrn
Brown said. "It revealed the hor-
rar of this condition, and §l re-
wealed it very clearly not through
commenting on it, but doing il. Ac-
tually performing the rital of sa-
dizm that was the Marine Corps."

Kenneth Howard Brown was
borm in Brookiyn on March, 8,
1938, o Kenneth and Heben
{Bella) Brown. His mother was a
bank officer, his [ather & pofice of-
ficer

Growing up in the Bay Ridge
section, Ken was known to brawl
with youlths in the neighborhood.
But he also wrote poerns and short
stories in his teens while attend-
Ing the Jesuit-run Brooklyn Prep,

After the success of “The Brig,”
Mr. Brown enjoyed the lite of & cel-
ebrated young playwright. “1 was
off and running, with grants and
tellowships, teaching jobs and
jounts to fraway ploces,” he
wrole in The Mew York Times
Magazine in 1686, “Maybe | could
make a go of it in the rarefied at-
masphers aof iterarure”

But "by the time the smoke
cleared” he continwed, “1 was
broke”

He went back to tending bar. He

FaEVARD FILM aBCHIVE

A seene from the flm version of “The Brig,” which was directed by Jonas Melas, in 19464,

worked at Eradley's, a jazz club on
University Place, and helped run
Phebe's, a Bowery haunt for the
downtown thealer crowd In an
essay published in the Times in
1572, he wryly addressed the reali-
ties of & writer's lile in the cily:

“That's right, I'm the guy who
wrode “The Brig." What nm | doing
here munning this restaurant?
Well, 've got to pay the rent, you
know. Mo, | can't get any fellow-
ships and grants. 've had them
all, and nohody will renew them
until | make theater history again.
Oy, yes, you have to do iE sgain
and again.”

But Mr. Brown kepl writing. In
1§70, he published “The Narrows.”
an autobiographical movel abouwt
high schoolers growing up in Bay
Ridge in the 1950s, “Nightlight,” a
drama set in a bleak city apart-

ment, wns staged in 1973, “Hitler's
Analyst.” a novel about & Park Av-
enue paychiatrist who treats a
couple wha believe they are Adall
Hitler and Evn Braun, was pub-
lislved in 2000,

Mr. Brown grew old in Bay
Riclge, living in & rent-controlbed
apartment passed down to him by
hiz parents, and for years he
headed into Manhattan to tend
bar: He kept busy writing a sequel
1o *The Greal Garshy” titled "Car-
rawny,” based on the character
wha narrates the Fitzgerald nov-
el (Informatkan on SUErvivers was
nid immedinlely available.)

In 20407, long after the Living
Theater's playhouse was closed
and years after the company be-
gan moving from place to place, it
seitled into o new home on the
Lower East Side. To Mr. Brown's

surprise, he received a call from
Mz, Judith Malina, then 8, who
told him that * The Brig™ would be
the: innugursl production.

The play’s revival was widely
publicized, and Mr Brown sa-
vored the triumph. Bul as Ameri-
cans were still reckoning with re-
partsof torture at the U5, military
prison al Abu Ghraib in Irag, the
revival was sturkly timely. The co-
incidence wasn't lost on Mr
Browm.

““The Brig' has always been ref-
evant,” he said in an interview n
2080 = guess as long a5 there's
war and as long a% there's a mili-
tary nnd especially as long as one
questhons the ethical right o wage
wir”

“It's going o stay relevant”™ he
added,  “until theres peace
throughout the world.®
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A Cecil Tavlor set delayed for
decades, BY ALAN SCHERSTUHL
& THEATER REVIEW

Evervone wants a pound of
Mesh, By aLexs soLosk

4 B00F REVIEW

Poor little rich girls,
suffering in splendor
across the centuries.

BY ALENANDRA JACORS
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Arrwnrks of n curious origin wers installed an “Heroes & Monsvers: Jean-Michel Basquing, The Thaddeuws Mumlord, Jr, Venice Collection™ arthe Orlandn Massum of An in Florida, incheding, below, “Untitled (Boxer)™ frem 1952,

Paintings said 1o be by the artist were found in the storage unit of a Hollywood
screenwriter. Will 2 museum show resolve questions about their authenticity?

[n Orlando, 25 Basquiats,
Or Something Very Similar

By BRETT SOKOL
It seems like & story too good (o be true, and
for some in the art world, it is. Last week-
end, 25 Jean-Miche] Basguial pointings
were publicly unvelled at the Orlando Muo-
seum of Art in Florida before several thou-
sand VL5, All of the paintings were said by
the musaum o have been crested in late
1982 while Basquiat, X2, was living nnd
working out of a studio space beneath Larry
Gugosinn’s home in Venice, Calif, preparing
Iresh canvases for & show at the ar dealer's

Los Angeles gallery.

According to the Orlando Museum of Art
director and chief executive, Aaron De
Groft, the wibrant artworks — layers of
mixed media painted and drawn anto slabs
of scavenped cardboard ranging in size
from a 10-nch squore featuring ane of the
artist’s iconic crowns to o nearly fve-foot-
high disembodied head — were sald by
Basquint directly to the television screen-
writer Thad Mumford. The price? A quick
$5,000 in cash - abowt §14,000 today — paid
without Gagosian's knowledge,

The 25 artworks then disappeared for
three decades, the musewm said, only re-
surfacing in 2012 after Mumford failed to
ey the bill on his Los Angebes storage unit,
and fis contents — the Basquiats tucked in
amid baseball memorabilia and TV indus-
try ephemera — were auctioned off. William
Force, n treasure-hunting picker, and Les
Mnngin, his financinl backer, who hoth
seour small aucthons for mislabeled fems,
saw photos of the colorful cardboards and
eventually snagged the lot — for nbout
CONTINUED ON PAGE CR
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Erasing Race but Not the Roots of Hate

A musical considers the side
effects of a decalorizing process.

THE 1931 AFROFUTURIST ROVEL from which
the new musical “Black Mo More” takes its
namee ks hardly subtle, starting with its sub-
title: “Being an Account of the Strange and
Wemderful Workings of Science in the Land
of the Free, A.D. 1933-1940." George 5.
Schuyler's satire i8 basically 8 thought ex-
periment in which a procedure that decolor-
es Black people solves America's race

Black Mo More
Pershing Square Signature Center

problem but creates & new ane when there's
no one Ieft for haters to hote, ;

The New Group's musical verslon, which
opened on Toesdny of the Pershing Square
Signature Center, makes the smart decision
to baorrow only the novels rudiments, Tt
dumps most of the silly names (Ezekiel
Wheoper, Bufus Kretin), thin caricatures
(ol W. E B. Du Bois and Marcus Garvey,
among others) and weindly jovial lone in fa-
vor of a more sarious look at internalized
reecism and the conundrams of assimilation.

The result, directed by Scott Elliott, is a
CINTINUED ON PAGE C2
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Jennifer Daminno, cenver ke, with Brandan Victor Dinon and nther members of the cas of “Black No More”

CRITIC'S NOTERODK

A Super Bowl
Drenched

In Nostalgia

Present divisive? Future scary?
Then look longingly to the past.

*THIS 15 THE MILLENKIIM of Altermoth.”
When Dr. Dre rapped that line on “Forgot
About Dre” from his 1999 album *20007 he
waz referring to his record label. But from
the vantage point of the 2022 Super Bowl,
where he headlined the halftime show, it
wins also a predty accurate forward-looking
statement.

The big game, iis spectacled, its ads and
its trappings all shared a sense of loking
backward — n nostalgia-saturated attitnde

that wo were living in the aftermath of the |

best times, and that it was more comforting
to look to the past than to the future,

This is not m knock on Dr. Dre, or the in-
cendiary legends-of-hip-hop show he put
on. For the game to finally center America’s
biggest music genre in front of America’s
higgest audience was overdws and thrilling.

But the calendar doesn't le. The Super
CONTINUED (6N PAGE C4
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Eorgeous mess. Thowgh it forefronts Schuy-
ler's central question — I8 the goal of racial
progress the ennoblement of Blackness or
il% disappearance into a “chromatic demdae-
racy"? — its tone s jumpy and s storytedl-
ing lumpy. The book by John Ridbey, who
wrote “12 Vears n Slave,” makes only hall-
wiy repadrs to the original, while mtroduc-
ing new problems that music and dance
can't salve.

But oh, what music and dance! That the
score is the work of many hands — lyrics by
Tarig Trotter of the Roots; music by Trotier,
Anthony Tidd, James Poyser and Daryl Wa-
ters — seems to have been an advantage
here, helping to establish the show's vari-
ous maods and personalities.

With nods to Kurt Wiill, * Hamilton,” hip-
hop, gospel, jazz, spoken word and Tin Pan
Alley, among other aptly diverse inspirn-
tions nrwd oraditions, the songs reveal the
characters' vearnings and aversions, which
often amount 1o the same (hing. As well, un-
der Waters's musical supervision, they of-
fer plenty of opportunities for phenomenal
singring from the cast of 26, accompanied by
o terrific band of seven.

The choreography, by BIl T, Jones, s lke-
wize thrilling, somotimes illustroting spe-
cific idens (Jike the differences between
Black and white social dancing) and other
times expressing the overall conflict be-
tween racinl pride and frustration, Because
that conflict remaing unresolved in the
swory, Jones often declines to resalve it in
moveEment; numbers build from tension o
Irerzy without the overfamiliar Broadway-
style climao

But the sung and donced elements of
"Rlack No More” prove oo exciting for its
wobbly book to support. Making the inven-
tor of the decolorizing process the narrator
— his nmme:, alas, is D Junius Crookman —
immedintely sels the story on a stringe
footing; a neutral figure in the novel, he is
here an nmoral villain, and in Trotter's un-
even performamnce (excellent with the rap-
pifkg, SCff with the acting) a bt too De. Evil.
This sidelines the actual central character,
Max Disher, creating a blurry focus from
which the show never fully recovears,

Still, by the time Disher (Brandon Victor
Digon} becomes Crookman's first patient,
submitting to what boks like a dental pro-
cedure, *Black Mo More® has efficlently set
up his reasons for choosing whiteness,
Though he enjoys the "sporting 13f&" he
lemds in Harlem, his safety there from e
stings of overt recism comes &t & cost, In <1
Want It Al his introductory song, he ex-
plakng that he is never @ whole man within
his community's confines, but merely
“three-fifths” of one,

For others, though, Harlem is “heaven’s
gate” and “the Mecco of the Black race”
Disher's best friend — a man named Bunny
in the novel but hers & woman named Buni
— cant understand why amyone would
lenve a place “where a person knows what
they're in for” (Buni is played by Tamika
Lawrence, a stunning  singer) For
Agamernnon { Ephraim Sykes), a charncter
new to the story, Disher is simply a traitor,
selling out the dream of Black excellence,

Both are especially unimpressed by Dish-
er's baser motivations: t make more
money in A more exciting career (he's an in-
surance salesman) and to hook up with the
white woman from Atlntn he falls in love
with one night ina club.

Follow Jesse Gresn o Twitter: plesseRGreen

Top, Brandon Victor Dixon,
cemter, in the New Group's
production of the new musical
“Binck Mo More” at the
Pershing Square Signavure
Canter. Above, Lillias Whits,
COrter, partrays a boauy
Impresario modeled on Madam
C. 1. Walker,

JESSE GREEN | THEATER REVIEW

Erasing Race but Not the Roots of Hate

That woman, Helen Givens — played by
Jennifer Damiano in a Veronica Lake wig —
is the musical's most radically revamped
character; she is much more complicated
than the unreconstrucied racist of the nov-
el Unfortunately, in their attempt w give
her greater apency, the musical's authors
mikn her motives and choices almost inco-
herenl.

As the story beging o pile on plat — it
feels too hasty even at A kng rwo hours and
30 minutes— the problem sprends to every-
one else. Especially after Disher and Giv-
ens marry in Georgha, and a baby of lkely
mived race impends, the musical pushes
oo hard toward tragedy, winding up well
short at melodrama.

Andd yet, melodramn can be effective, es-
pecially when sung; the “melo™ part of the
word, after all, means musbe. Except for

TROTOR R APHS. BY SATUa G LW HTHIC RS YTHLK TS

Tickats Through Feb, 27 at the Pershing
Squane Signature Canter, Manhattan;
themssgroup.ang. Running timea: 2 hours 30
rmirmbes,

Crodils Book by John Ridlay; directed by Sooft
Ellinél; Byrics ard music by Targ Trotler music
by Anthony Tidd, James Poyser and Daryd
\Waters; choreograpned by Bill T. Jones; sets by
Derok Mclane; costumes by Qwean Joan;
lighteng Iy Jeft Croéter; soumd by Nesin Stain-
Berg: hair ard wigs by Nikkva Mathis; props by
Fathy Fabéan: music dinection and dance ar-
rangemenis by Zana Mark; music cooronetor,
Hristy Morter; production siege manager, Va-
leria A, Peterson; associste director, Manet;

Sykes, who gets o great gospel number
{“Lord Willing if the Creck Don't Rise™), the
women are more successiul than the men at
pushing past the confusions of the ploc
{Diixon, usually & riveting performer, seems
strangely recessive here) And do not nsk
why Madame Sisseretta Blandish, the
beauty impresario modeled on Madam C. J.
Walker, sings not only in her salon bag also
ina nightclub; when it's Lilling White doing
the singing, wha cares? She makes even the
gibberish of scat syllables plercingly spe-
eifie,

Though Msher is the one who undergoes
the most dramatic change — he eventunlly
hecomes the Grond Exalted Girww of o
Klan-like organization — 1 found nyysel
muare interested in Madame Sisseretta. In
part that'’s because she's not allogorical;
she's a practical businesswoman who un-

pssociain choreographern, Antonio Brown,
Presented by The Mew Group, led by tha artistic
direcior Seoll Ellistt and the execullve director
Adam Bernstein,

Cast Jennifer Damiano, Brandon Vicior Dixon,
Tamika Lawrence, Howard MoGillin, Tracy
Shayne, Theo Stockman, Epbraim Sykes, Tarig
Trottes, Edward Watts, Lillias White, Leanne
Antonio, Efjah A Cartor, Gaalen Gilliland,
Pofanee bonas Ir., Zachary Danlel Jones, Sarsh
Meshl, Mary Page Nance. Oneika Phillips,
Micholas Ranawro, Mars Rucker, Akron Watson,
Myia Watsan, Rhaamed Burke-Missouri, Ryan
Fiigerald, Maahda Reid and Angoia M.
Sauers,

derstands that her vanishing trade in hair
straighteners and skin lighteners is differ-
ent only by degres from Crookman’s. In the
sang “Right Armount of White” — “Just a lit-
tle pinch of French/Just o skight touch of
Thutchy Just a litthe bit of Brit” — she estab-
lishes the show's themes and relevance
with hurnor and theatrical specificity that's
muostly absent elsewhere.

As "Black No More” continues ils devel-
opment process, it will surely need Lo find
more breathing space like that berween the
whimsy of the novel and its current chaotie
gloom { Except for Qwesn Jean's Sexy cos-
tumes, the design ks plmost punitively cold.)
I hope the authors can do so withowt losing
what's already beautiful about this promis-
ing work — keeping in mind that beauty, i
naot {according to “Black Mo More™) Black-
ness, is only skin deep,

THE STATED AIM OF
THIS PERIOD WAS USING
VIOLENCE TC ACHIEVE
POLITICAL GOALS; [TS
SUCCESS AIDED INITS
DEMISE IN UNINR A Y EAR

FOR THECORRECT

SPACE TORMWCH ROW
1N THE TIMES,

Yesterday s Response:
WHOIS ERNEST
HEMIMNGWAY?

Walch JEOPARDY!
7 pm. en Channel 7

A musical salutes the animals
in the Cold War space race.

WE'RE IN 1957, the height af the Cold War.,
The Soviets and Americans are racing to
space, and the Soviets have pulled ahead by
launching the first human-mpde ohject into
thi Earth's orbit. The next goad on the hori-
zon: sending A man into space. But before
that, there was Laika, & stray dog from Mos-
cow who was the sole living occupant of the
spacecraft Spumik X, which orbited Earth.
Sputnik fell from space eventually, but
Laika did not survive the trip.

Mow Laika has besn resurrected as the
subject of o vapid new musical, “Space
Dwogs" an MCC Theater production that
opened on Sunday and that stars its ore-
ators, Nick Blaemire and Van Hughes,

Direcied by Ellie Heyman, "Space Daogs”
recounts the story of Laika, the best kiowmn
of the dogs that Soviet scientizis trained for
spice travel In this retelling, a scientist
knowm by the code nume Chief Designer bed
that mitintive.

Parts of the show are told from Laika's
perspective, from doggy diary entries and
somgs, { Laiks ks played by a plushie that is
mastly andled and voiced by Blaemire.)
Other parts come from the perspective of
the chiel designer, played by Hughes. The
restof the scenes break the fourth wall, peo-
wiching historical and political context. It's
informative, in a slipshod way, but also
hopelessly cheesy, packed with dnd jokes,
puns, silly geeents and even a doggy beauty
contest, “Space Dogs” gives off the vibe of a
B-grade  educational chiddren's  show,
though one with the cccnsionn] vulgarity
amid the bleak material,

One oddly peppy song recoants how the
chief designer, "driven by a void in the cen-
ter of his chest” o use a cliché [rom the
show, wns imprisoned in the gulog and tor-
tured during e height of Stalins rule. And
though no dogs were harmed in the making
of this show, there are canine casualties and
somber existentinl musings from the four
legged friends. Besides the Bowie-esque
chorus and spoken word of “Fill the Yoid,"

MAYA PHILLIPS | THEATER REVIEW

To Go Where No Mutt Has Gone Before

and the alternating soft scoustic charids and
heavy strupmming of *Blessed by Two Great
Oeceans,” moest of the musical's songs are
prery undform stylistically and generically
upbeat, bouncy yet forgettable numbers
that contribute litle to the story.

“Space Dogs™ also telegraphs Pixar-level
heartbreak through mawkish tunes. “What
if 1 ddie? What if I fall out of the sky?" Laika
sings, and later croons from beyond the
grave abowt her dashed hopes for a family
and deliclous steak. It's emotionally manip-
ulative, especially for tenderhearted ani
mal-lovers in the awdience. The show then
must walk a difficult ine between a celebra-
tion of Laikn and her canine colleagues
(“History was changed by dogs!” the two
actors declare ) and commentary on the am-
hitions of two countries on the brink of mu-
mal annihilation.

Hughes and Blaemire attack their ma-

EARA EFULWICTL TS NS VORK TRITS

Laika s tha dog in the spotlight
1€ the musical “Spece Dogs”™
an MCC Theater produciion
forusing on the animals who
proceded tho Sovied
cOSmOnARS o the Cold War
EPCE TROE,

Tickats Through Manch 13 8 MCC Theater,
Manhattan; moctheater.org. Running time:;
1 hour 30 mimtes.

Credits Music and kencs by Van Hughes and
Mick Biasmires directed by Ellie Heyman;
choreographed by Darred Grand Moulire; ets
by Wilsan Chin; costumes by Haydes Zalideth
Anlufann; ighting by Mary Ellen Sichbins;
scund by Mathan Lelgh; projections by Stefania
Bulbarella and Abex Basco Koch; puppeots and
praps by Amanda Villalobos; orchestrations by
Wan Hughes; music coondinalion by Michas!
Aarming; production stage manager, Kathering
Walate; production maneagar, Steve Rosen-
berg. Presemed by artistic direciors Robort
Lupone, Bernard Tesley and William Candler,
and execulive director Blaks West,

Cast Van Hughes and Nick Blaemire,

terial with such enthusiasm; their earnest-
ness is palpable, even taking into accoint
the cominess of the book and their imper-
fect vocals (the songs they wrote accommo-
date their range and abilities).

The rest of the production appears poised
toovershadow the two stars and their story
Witson Chin's scenic design is compact and
clutterad, full of drawers and speakers of
different shapes and sizes stacked together
Tetris-style alongskde Soviet and American
fings. Amandn Villalobos offers some fabu-
hous puppet and prop design that, unfortu-
nately, isn't prominently showcased until
the [a=t third af the show.

The lighting design {Mary Ellen Stob-
bins) is the boldest, full of neons and
strobes. Projections, green screens and live
camerns all figure prominently ns well, and
though the celestial lights and scenery are
dazzling, all of these elements together of-
fer a glat of visual iInformation that is often
overwhelming.

'What would my own dog think of such a
show, [ wondered as | left the theater. 'm
betting he would prefer to keep his paws on
the ground

. PRINTDD ARD DISTAEUTED BY PRESSALA DOR |
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An Exhilarating Jazz Set Arrives, 49 Years Later

In & Town Hall concert from
1973, the pianist Cecil Taylor is
seen at his innovative best,

By ALAN SCHERSTUHL
Creative jazz of its best is a music of discow.
ery: Improvisers caught up together in a
moment that's passing even as they conjure
it, with the next already materinlizing be-
tween them,

The jarz business, meanwhile, s often
about rediscovery, as newly issued record-
mgs from canonized greats frequently out-
sell and cut-strenm the releases of contem-
POrary muasicians, even those certain to be
canonized themaeives someday,

The digital-only arrival on Toesday of a
miostly lost concert from the mnovative pk
anist Cecil Taylor exemplifies both points.
Recorded at the Town Hall in Mew York on
Mo, 4, 1973, the music gushes as if it were
an uncapped fireplug. Previowsly unre-
leased, the relentless 88-minute track “Auw-
mmn, Parade™ catches the Inexhaustible
Cecil Taylor Unit in the grip of one revela-
tion after another, plaving Iree jazz, a s1yle
of improvisation, in the purest definition of
free.

Unburdened by the boundaries of kevs,
structures, ime signatires and the dictates
of ench plece’s compoeser, Tayvier, Andrew
Cyrille (percussion), Jimmy Lyons (alte
saxophone}, and Skrone (bass) forowed an
organic whole, making — discovering —
orie tarvent of sound together

*He never told me whot o play” Cyrille,
novw 82, sald of Taylor last week, “He would
say, "Play what you hear Play what you
want”"

O, as Cyrille put it at a 2020 Village V-
gaard performance, such in-the-moment
musk freedom s “plaving life”

Free jazz iberated rhythm sections from
the traclitional rale of Keeping time in favor
of making sound, as Cyrille does throug hout
“Anrtimay’ Parade” Taylor, who diedin 2018,
famoushy It his keys with a percussionist's
force, and for all the considerable harmonic
exciterent of his runs, what's most fmme-
dintely striking on the pew releasze Is the
Unit's restless, driving polyrhythms, puls-
inp clots of wones and beats.

“ Mo othser pianist | know plavs with such
physteality at the piane.” Kris Davis, o sin-
gular improvising pianist and composer in
her own right, said in &n interview. “Every
idea, whether gestural, melodic or har-
monlc, is expressed theough rlythm®

Davis noted that Taylors rechnigue of
composing fragments of noes n Seells”
that he then would “develop, expand ol
turn upside down” at times appealed more
1o classical musicians than o jazz musi-
caiand, though today his infuence is heard
wiiely nmong improvising planists, (She
cited an expansive list, among them Marg-
Iyn Crispell, Jasen Moran, Cralg Taborn,
Myma Melford, Alexander Howkins, Angel-
tea Sanchez and Vijay [yer)

But o the mightelul scene of the "605 and
Tia, genius didn't abways menn drink sales,
and being in the vanguard of 4 new ap-
proach meant it coubd be a challenge finding
suitable collaborators, Oblivion, the lnbel
puttiing out this release, has called it “The
Reoturn Concert”™ becouse in 73, Taylor, then

'RETURN
CONCERT

Tap, the pianist Cecil Taybon
Nhuch of a conoert ber recorded
in 1073 ar the Tows Hall in
MEanharcan wenn nnrelsxsad
until this wesk. “The Rerem
Coneert,” ns the recording s
el lod, feaiured the quarier of
Taylor, i percussionist
Andrew Cyrille, the alio
saxaphonist Nmmy Lyars and
tha hassisn Sirone.

A4, had been mostly absent from recording
and being in the New York scene for five
years a8 he pioneered another aspect of
avant-garde faze life: turning to ncademin
{ He taught at Antioch College amd the LWini-
versity of Wisconsin, not without contro-
VOGN b

The taping of the Town Hall concert was
another feat of improvisaton. Taylor had
recorded significont LPs (*Conquistador "
lInit Structures") for Bhee Moie in the lnte
19605, but, a1 this point, was independent
Planning a release tor Taylor's nascent Undt
Core label, his sort-of moannger, David
Laura, turned o an unkikely scurce: a Co-
lnmbia smdent, Fred Seibert. who had re-
corded concerts for the umiversity radio sta-
tion and relessed several blues LPs on the
Independent (HHivion label with cobiorts
from  Long Island record stoce,

With borrowed equipment and much
vouthinl confidensce, Seibert took the gig —
and faced atorvent of music. “1 feltlike [ was
under Miagara Falls with every sound com-
ing al me from 360 degress and fighting lor
space i my head,” sapd Sesbert, who would
£o on to engineer and produce records for
Muse Records before leaving the music in-
dustry ot the dawn of the 1980s for Holly-
wood, where he became n storied producer
of animaled iElevision. {Series aunched un-
der his aegis e lude = Dexter's Laboratory,”
“Powerpuffl Girls™ and “Adventure Time.")

For Taylor, “free™ also meant frecdom
Tram the restraints of the commercial musie
Industry. Ra:"h?‘"..l%lﬂg the first set would have
demanded making a doable LP and fading

down (e mosie al e end of each =ide,
wiidch Seibert considerad COnrary . its
spirit, & shorter second set proved a better
fit: Split between o 1i-minute sole Tavior
piece and a side-lemgth ol workour, tee
encore performance had a Hmited 1974 pe-
lease as “Spring of Two Blue 15" One of the
2,000 copies made il to the critic Gary Gid-
dins at The Village Voice; he called it “prob-
ably my favorite album made in the last
vear)

The other B minutes of music remained
o Setbert’s tapes, thoigh e always hoped
toput them out in the world, Mow, taking nd-
vantage of digital music's lack of physical
limitations, be's unleashing “The Complete,
Legemdary, Live Return Concert” on the
newly  reconstituted  Oblivion Records.
Sefberts convletion not 1o fade or shomen
the first set, “April/ Parade” and his disin-
terest in taking on the hasske of traditional
distrabution lwas led him to ruke out e de-
luxe CD or vinyl pnekage that such redis-
coveries typically enjov,

Critics and lans often view jazs history as
a snccession of gEiants making  artistic
breakthronghs, as the music itseli chinges
in their wake, That nccounts for some of the
trepidntion and revulsion that, decades ago,
some critics expressed toward free jnzz in
peneral ancd Taylor in particular — was this
the direction it all would go? 1t perlngs also
expinins the tendency of some of Tayvlor's
champions to emphasize what was new in
his music (especially technigues inspired
by classieal composition) tw the detriment
of its roots in Black American jnzz,

AP PUT LR B e

“He didn't just come out of the blue and
say, “I'm Cecil Taylor. I'm dotng what 1 do,
and it's pdways been this! ™ Cyrille sanl “He
learned from a lot of other people. He played
with Johnny Hodges and Hot Lips Page. He
obaerved Thelonious Monk. Mow, the con-
cepts were different, il all of those mesi-
ciars before him played who they were, too
— they played their fresdom.”

Almost 50 years after that Town Hall con-
cert, Cyrille is still doing the same. Al
Dizzy's Club on Feb, 5, his longstonding
growp Trio 3 — with the bassist Reggie
Workman and the alo snxophonist Oliver
Lake — ployeed it Inst-ever concerts, with
Evest appearnnces from yer and the altodst
Bruce Williams, Cyrille, though, will contine
ue playing live nnd recording. and he has
periormances scheduled ot the Big Ears
Festival In Knoville, Tenn., n March

Cyrille calls plaving “therapeutic” and
refers 1o the music he has maode with Taylor
and 30 many others over more than 60
years as “democratie” Whether in the “Tis
with Taylor or with his own grougs oday,
“It's about self expressbon,” he zaid, “and
the spiritual signanere of the plavers”

He mecalled the Taylor of the Town Hall
erm, hearing the other players' discoveries,
which then fed his own. “Whatever the rest
of ua played, e wsed i57 e said, “He ab-
sorbed muskc, And in his playing, you hear
how he would deal with it as it entered his
body, and how e felt about what was being
offered to him. It all came out through the
plano
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ALEXANDRA JACOBS | BOOKS OF THE TIMES

The Melancholy and Danger of Inherited Wealth

Examining the lives of ostensibly fortunate daughters,

ranging from the 17th century to the 21st.

YOU MIGHT THINKE that being an heiress is
all fun and games — actual games, like
whist, or tag ina topdiry mnze — but to read
Laura Thompaon's new book, *Heiresses:
The Lives of the Million Dollar Babses® ks to
apprehend two serious risks you may not
have consédered: being kidnapped and
boredam.

We're not talking abouwt a littke mild ennad,
(Anghe American heiresses, the focus of
Thoempson's scrutiny, often prefer French
waords, like “le gratin® for high society or
“bel homme™ far & particularly (oothsome
man) This ks & mal de vivre so deep that it
mght induce one to recelve guests from the
bnth while wearing a ceflophane cape, keep
it lion cub as a lap pet or something more
dramatic, like shoot one’s lover and oneself
with a peart-handied revolver, Anything o
vary the days, alleviate “the ineffable mel-
ancholy, the shadowless sameness” of belng
financially solvent thraugh a mere accident
of hirth,

Heirs, of course, have their share of prob-
lems; several Gedtys spring Lo mind, includ-
Iz John Paul Getry 111 and his severed ear.
But “female stories hove an extra dash of
piruancy.” Thempson argues — citing. the
uncomman spectacle of Patricia Hearst, the
newspaper sclon abducted in 1974, wielding
n seminwtomatic weapon — and “a pruri-
ence” They also tend (o featune betler jew-
els, like the cherry-size baubles Margot Lid-
duom Flick Hoffman gave to her "grands hori-
zomtale” of a lover, with whom she bought a
palazzo in Venlcs, Maud Burke of San Fran-
cisco, who married into the Cunard ship-
ping family, liked jewels S0 much that she

Haoiresses: The Lives

of the Millicn Dollar Babies
By Laura Thampaod
Nustrated. 378 pages.

51, Martin's Press. §$29.09,

renamed hersell Emerald, Barbara Hutlon
forvored o string of black pearls once owned
by Louis XIV's mesther,

Thompson, who has written biographies
of Agatha Christie, the six Mitford sisters (a
few of whim make cameps here) and (re-
urning for more) Mancy Mitdord, spreads
herself far more thinly with the
principle that “it really is different for girla™
Her wellinformed but stightly breathless
narrative mnges from the Tth century to
the 21st, crisscrossing continents as if on
the Concorde rather than one of Cunard's
pokey liners, and her choice of which “fe-
male stories™ to tell can fiee] somewhat arbi-
Lrary.

We spend quite a bit of me with Con-
sielo Vanderbilt, for example, and her god-
mother, who was the model for a charscter
in Edith Wharton's “The Buccaneers® —
Thompson is a skilled lterary analyst — bt
Huguette Clark, the copper schon and paknt-
er who abandoned her mansions for hospi-
s, dying at 104, l=n't mentioned. Other
well-known fipures, like Doris Duke and
Sunmy von Billow, are crammed fleetingly
Into footnotes, This {5 not 50 much an ency-
clopedia of heiresses as a starter pack.

With diligence and proper indignation,
Thompeon shows how, long before Hearst's
ordeal hit the alrwaves, these ostensibly
fortunate daughters had an inherent vul-
nerability. Marrizge was, for many years,
tantamount o losing their property. Men
were gaslighting them before gaslight was
even invented.

Mary Davies, whose real estate holdings
became the foundation for Some of the posh-
o5t parts of London, had an apparently
happy union of more than two decadss with
Thomas Grosvenor — still, she was only 12
when it commencesd, and was victimized by

AT CWER

ghastly schemes after he died. Heiress-
snatching would go on to become “an activi-
ty almost for its own sake, & modish crime”
It's a reliel when “the slim ghost of femi-
mdsm® turns up in the 18005, like the retum
of the venpgeful wife in Nodl Coward's
“Blithe Spirit.”

Even after women secured more legal
rights, Thompson writes, belresses re-
mained tragedy magnets; “humgry for
hunger” some developed actunl eating dis-
arders, lurned b drugs or prostrated them-
solves for love. Why so glum? wonders
Thompson, an obvisusly hard-working au-
thor who admits to envying the wvery
wealthy, fantasizing about how to spend all
that dowgh: “1 have itemized the house on

Cheyme Walk, the apartment on the Upper
East Sicke, the cryogenic chamber, the

Btubbs, the fittings al Givenchy, the animal
sanciuary. Would all that make me happy?
Well: to be honest, 1 think it might.”

She has the consolation of history, at
least, moving on from ghastly scenes of
teenngers whisked to Gretna Green, Scot-
lamnd — the Las Vegax of its time — o up-
start Americans with fresh new money
from raliroads, baking powder and the like,
enger for the finishing touch of an English
title amd ready 1o lix — and ragse — the roof
of the “ancestral pile” Neglectful parenting
abounds; one heiress supposedly admires
thres little girls minded by a nanny in Hyde
Park — not realizing they're her own chil-
dren, We fesl the goose bumps on exposed
arms in “arctic drawing rooms” and smell
the exquisitely distilled fumes of lelsure in
the Mowport dwellings of people like the As-
tors: "{bay rum, Floris scent, thoroughbred
horseflesh).”

Thompson's sly asides, often in parenthe-
se5, con make her seem like o marquise at
Uhe party, behind her fan. She strives might-
ily o connect hejresses, & somewhat anti-
quated concept, to the present, which some-
vimes misfires, like when she writes that
Hutton was “shooting herself in the Blah-
niks” by divorcing Cary Grant in 1545,
{Dahling, pleasa! Manolo Blahnik, the shoe
destgner, was then only a toddier) And this
book about “million-dollar babies® has a lot
of million-dallar words: etiolnted, accidie,
budgerigar.

Trapped in a silk-draped Venn dingram
with the socialite and hostess, the heiress
has been an unfair ohject of ridicube. After
yearsof being dragged through the tabloids
and trotied out on reality shows ke one of
her beloved zhow ponies, she is both re-
stored to dignity by Thompson's concerned
embrace and pushed awny with an air kiss.
Ir's & complicated romp.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE C1
Bowd, s o rule, discovers music when that
misic’s pudience discovers high-fiber diets,
amd the price of admission was knowing
that this rewolutionary soundirack was now
dad's treadmill workour playlist Snoop
Do commanded the midfield stage, cool
nnid resplendent in @ blue bandanna track-
suit; thal altermoon he had hosted the
Puppy Bowl with Martha Stewart.

Remember-when was everywhere al Su-
per Bow] LVI, an event that counts off the
cengeless muprch ol time in iks very name. [t
was even on the field, where the Los Ange-
les Rams won the championship wearing
“midern throwback™ uniforms, n popular
way for the MLEL. to hark back to its glory
days, (Football itself is o culturnl throw-
back, really, its TV broadeasts being the last
vestige of the mass-media era when Amert-
cans SUT walched the same TV shows st (he
sae time.)

Mot yéars, the host TV network uses the
biggest show of the year to promaote one of
its flagship programs. This year, MBC spot-
lighted “Bel-Air” the now teen drama on its
streaming sibling Peacock, inspired by the
‘805 sitcom “The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air”

On its own, “Bel-Alr® In the three
episndes that premiered on Sunday, is n per-
fectly serviceable rendition of the oulsider-
comas-to-Richvilke soap theme (*The O.C."
“Our Kind of People™, But it would be en-
tirely unremar kuble if not for the references
to lts source material and its famous theme
song, which stand out like Will Smith’s Day-
Glo fashions from the original

The new Will {Tabari Banks) i indesed
from West Philadelphin — *“born and
raised,” he makes a point of snying in the pi-
lat, which also includes a b sporting dice
from its mirros, as well a8 a couple of guys,
ap b no good, making troable in Will's old
neighborhood.

There are some genuinely inleresting re-
inventions in the new version, particularly
the character of cousin Carloon (Ofly
Sholotan), here imagined as o child of Black

JAMES PONIEWOZIK | CRITIC'S NOTEBDOK

A Super Bowl Drenched in Nostalgia
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wenlth tormented by his parents' expects-
tions and the pressure of holding his soclal
position at his (largely white) private
schoal.

But any attempts to distinguish the new
series are drowned out by reminders of the
old one. And in an era bloated with TV re-
boots and revivals, the reminders are the
point — as underlined by the promos in
which Smith reprises the theme song with o
cast of imternational fans

The past was everywhere in the Super
Bowl ads. The most attention-getting spot

The job of the game's ads

is to find & cultural
common ground.

af the mght was a nearly shot-for-shot re-
make of the opening credits of another turn-
of-the-cemury fcon that, like Dre, repre-
sented for gangsters all across the world:
“The Sopranos.”

Thizs verskn, directed by the “Sopranms®
creator David Chase, starred Jamie-Lynn
Eigler, who played the Malia cdaughter
Meadow Soprano, Bnd the new electric
Chevrolet Silverado, Tony Sepranc’s cigar
was replaced by & lallipop; the World Trade
Center towers by One World Trade; the
high-voltage charge of James Gandotfini's
dangerous swagger by an electric-vehlcle
charging station,

It was & curlous tribute to & series that
onca tabd us, through Tony, that ' Remaem-
ber when' is the lowest form ol conversa-
tiork” But “remember wiven” is also big busi-
ness, inentertainment — lnst yedr gnye usa
*Sopeanos” prequel film — and in advertis-
ing.

Ladn, Jamie-Lynn Sigher appeared in o
Chvrobet ad thae mimbcked e opening
credits of *The Sopranos,” Below lefi,
Olky Shodotan, lefi, and Jabari Banks in
thi new series “Bed-Adc” which was
spotlighied by NBC and I8 insplred by
the old show “The Fresh Prince of
Bal-Air” Below, a scenp from Mota's ad.

The job of Super Bowl ads has alwoys
been to find o coltural lingua franca, the
vein of comedy ar emotion that can speak
equally to young and old, urban and rural,
within a gigantic TV amdience. Thus we
have met a menagerie of talking animals,
become  familiar  with  the  Budweiser
Clydesdnles and hewrd from a host of celeb-
ity endorsers.

Increasingly, our only common ground s
in the past. The present mament i oo po-
larizing — see Emimem's recalling MN.EL
miﬂnprmmhyta}:inaum.ﬂrh"sm
Trangy L, divided it niche stars and
mﬂlE interesis,

Thus we got Mike Myers reprising the
“Austin Powers™ rale of Dr. Evil for General
Motors, while Jim Carrey resurrected his
“Cable Guy™ character for Verizon. Thus
Annn Eendrick used retro Barbie and He-
Man figures to explain home-buying in &
Saturday morndng kids ad parcdy for
Rocket Homes and Rocket Mortgage.,

Omee, ad campaigns coubd unite an aodi-
ence not just by returning to the past but by
promising a glittering future. Bul now the
future is confusing — see all the ads for
cryptocurrency — or scary. Samuel Adams
beer tried to turn these virnl Boston Dy-
namics robols inlo party animals rather
than foot sobdiers from a “Black Mirror®
epl=ode,

And implicit in the game's many electric
car nds was the threat of climate catastro-
phe, (The present’s not so awesome either,
as represented by a dystopian ad for the
Cue home Covid test.)

Thit may be why Meta, in the most unin-
tenthonally disturbing ad of the night, of-
fered the metoverse of lomorrow as o way
af reclaiming o vomished post, with the kind
af pitch-dark melancholy nsually reserved
for the weepiest Pixar movies.

An animatronic dog finds itsell on the
junk heap after the Chuck E Cheese-like
restaurant where it performed goes out of
business, Saved from the trash compactor,
it is put on display at & spoe center, where
sameane stides a set of virtual-reality gog-
ghes anto its head. Inside the metaverse, its
decrepit body Is reborn. There's the old
restaurant, and its animal bandmates, and
an audience! Alme in the dark lobby, the
diog jams and howls with dedight. Somebody
wants it agadn, if only in its head.

This is thee fulure we can all look forward
to, the ad says: becoming ootmoded and
discarded, broken in a broken world. But
Meta couk! be a virtual palliative, a cyber-
hospice, a mental escape toa tme when you
undarstood the world and felt loved. 1t's de-
pressing, but it rings true. After all, Face-
book, whence Meta sprang, both destahil-
zed the sockety of the present amd func-
tioned as a kind of eternal photo album and
24/7 class reunbon.

Even the soundtrack is perfectly bmck-
ward-dooking. The ad ends to the swell of
the Simple Minds hit “Don'l You {Forget
About Me)" a nostalgia artifact itself, for-
ever associated with the Gen X touchstone
*The Breakiast Club~

In my day — when | saw the movie in a
theater, buying my ticket with n nickel that
hada bumiMebes on it— the song voiced the
passion and hope of John Hughes's teen-
misfit characters on the verge of sdilthood.
In 2022, with those characters, like me, now
in the target demographic for the Super
Bowls nonsiop appenls 10 yesteryenar,
=Don't you forget” sounds a lot more lke &
oommani
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ALEXIS SOLOSKI | THEATER REVIEW

A U TWICHTIVE R VTR TS

John Douglas Thompson as Shylock in “The Mercham of Vemice,” a1 Theaser lor a New Andience,

An Expert Practitioner
Administers the Pain

John Douglas Thompson stars
in a new take on Shakespeare.

MORE THAN 30 YEARS a0, Jolm Douglas
Thompson, then & successful salesman at &
Fortune 500 company, saw o play in New
Hawen, Conn. When it was over, he offered
up a prayer: “Please, God, moke me an ng-
tor. Teach me how to do that, and make this
possible for me”

Thompsaon tald me this five years ago, on
the floor of  Broadway lobby after finishing
a performance of August Wilson's "Jilney”
Amd | remembered ir last week, watching
him as Shylock in Arin Arbus's caustic, pro-
vorcative production of S 's “The
Merchant of Vienice® st Theater for a New
Audience,

That prayer has been answered,

Since 2008, when he played Othello —
alzafor Arbus, also at Theater fora New Au-
disnce —  audiences have recognized
Thompson as an sutstanding clessical ac-
tar, perhaps the greatest Shakespeare in-
terpreter in contemporary America theater
There are actors of greater plasticity, better
grace, lusher voice. But Thompson, a virtu-
oso of psychological insight and emotional
specificity, makes each centuries-obd line
sound ke it has eecurred to him i the mo-
ment. In his distinctive sandpaper rasp, he
tmkes what's timeless and transmutes it o
the present. To watch him work ks to fieel
fhuttery, Highthended, Blessed, maybe.

“The Merchant of Venice® is a fairy tale
with & corrosive center, a chocolate filled
with battery acid. 1ts plot joins two folk
tales, threa love stories and a nerve-spline
tering trial scene that puts *Perry Mason™
to shame, It concerns o melancholy Chris-
tinn merchant, Antonio (Alfredo Marciso),
who borrows 3000 ducats from a Jewish
nsurer, Shylock (Thompson), to fund his
friend Bassanio (Sanjit De Silva) — a close
triendship that Arbus renders as explicithy
romantic. Shyleck forgoes interest in favor
al an unusual condition: [F Antonio forfeits,
Shylock will extract & pound of flesh from
his bosty,

Despite his relationship with Antonso,
Bazsanio iz wooing Portin {a flexible and el-
egant Isnbel Arradza). To confound her suit-
ars, her father has st them a challenge.
They have o chioose among three caskels:
ong gold, one siiver, one lead If & suitor
chooses correctly, he will find Portia's par-
trar. Otherwise, he has to leave, with the
promise that he will never marry. The plots
combine in that harrowing courtroom
scene, where Portia gives her “gquality of
mercy” speach.

Crver the past century, schotars have de-
bated whether “Merchomt® should be
staged ar all, particularly after the play was
deployed in Germany in the 15405 as Nazi
propagandn. Every responsible production
has to contend with its uneasy legacy

Arhus’s solution is to emphasize the aw-
fulness of everyone iIn Venice, not Shylock
alone, Mercy? Look elsewhers. On Ric-

The Merchant of Venice

Through March 6 at Theater for & Neaw
Awticnca, Brookiym; tfana,om. Running lime!
2 hiurs 40 rminules

carde Hernandez's set, & doge's palace giv-
en o Brutakist rempdel, and under Morcus
Doshis grim lights, the characters demean
and betray one another. Even the virtuous
Portin displays casual racism and less-cas-
ual hypocrisy. No one else behaves nny bet-
ter, Emily Rebholz's costumes — athleisure,
Vs, hoodie with *Brooklyn” printed on it
— confirm this atmosphers of reschery gs
nejther kong ago nor far away

Casting Thompson complicates the prej-
udices at work in the play, superimposing
Blackness on Shylock's Jewishness, Binck
Jews of course exist, bul despite the inter-
palation of seme lines from @ Yom Kippor
prvyer at the play's end, it is this Shylock's
Blackness and i his Jewishness that Ar-
bus's production emphasizes. “By casting a
Black man as Shylock in America in 2021,
one becomes prinfully aware of the connec-
tions between Shakespeare's ith-century
Venice and our world now” she said in a
news releage,

This pays certain dividends, giving some
lines particulnr resonance, as when Shy-
bock, in hs speech to the Venetian court,
SAYE

You hove ameng vou many a perchased

i,

Which, like your nsses and your dogs and

mules,

You use in abjoct and in sovish paris
Because poi bought thene Shall 1 say o

Ry

Let them be free! Marry them o your

heirs!

Why sweat they wnder burdens? Let

their beds

Be made as saft as yours?

In laying bare Anlonio’s prejudices dur-
ing the first act, Thompson mockingly as-
sumes the cringing tones of a racist carica-
mure, & barbed and devastating choice that
shows his anguished self-awareness. He
knows how the others see him and how they
want him o behave, He refuses. Bul in ax-
acting revenge on those who percelve him
as less than fully human, be loses his own
humanity, which is his ragedy.

Amd yet, this doubling feels like displace-
ment — diminishment, perhaps — espe-
cinlly as it sidesteps the tharny questions of
the plays own aititudes toward  Jews.
Threats against American Jews have risen
precipitously in recent years, as has online
harazsment. The hostage situation ot o
Texas synagogue knst month wias o sobering
reminder of hatred with a long history
Mone of this necessarily makes Arbus's fo-
cus on Mlackness wrong. (And who would
deny Thompsen any role he wanted?) But
anti-Blackness  and  antisemitism  aren’t
sdentical. And bath continwe. Which is to
say: Wasn't this painful enough? Weren't
we nware already?

SculptureCenter Taps
One of Its Own to Lead

By SARAH BAHR

SculptureCenter, the bold mstitution n
Lomg Islnnd City, Quesns, that focuses on
contemporary works by emerging and un-
dervalueed artists, has named o new direc-
tar, To fill the shoes of its last leader, who
resigned in Septem-
ber 2020 after less
than & year, i has
tapped one of lts
own:  Schrab Mo
hebbi, a curator at
large,
Muhebhi, 41, as
cends to the top role
at SculptureCenter
after having been at
the Carnegie Mu-
seum of Art in Pitts-
burgh,  organizing
the Carnegie Inter-
naticnal, since JTune 2030, He had been a cu-
rator at SculprureCenter from 2018 wo 2020,
and has continued to work as a curator at
targe there concurrently with his post in
Pittsburgh.

“He brings an energy, perspective and

Sohrab Mohebbi

deep understanding of global cultural
movements,” Carol Bove, SculpureCen-
ter's bonrd chair, said of Mohebbic His new
role was announced on Toesday.

Eyle Dancewicz, who has been Sculpture-
Centers interim director since Seplember
2000, will be depuly director under Mo-
helibi.

“As & director, it's thinking about how we
can mun the institution curatorindby, how we
can be at the service of the artists,” Mohebbi
zaid in o phone mterview. "That's what
turms it into o dream job for me"

Mohebbi will assume his new Sculpture-
Center role in March, and see throagh the
Carnegie International in Seprember,

SculptureCenter’s  proviows  director,
Christian Ratemeyer, stepped down after
10 months. (A spokeswoman for Scalpiire-
Center, Jillian Scott, said this week that at
the time the institution's board had “de-
cided 1o realign its management 1o betier
achieve thelr mission.”)

Another arts institution in Long 1sland
City also named a new leader this week:
Socrates Sculpture Park nppointed Tamsin
Dillon, previously with Art in Public, to the
posL She begins her new role on Tuasday.

In Orlando, 25 Basquiats,
Or Something Very Similar

This pocm is sxid o
hawe been writen by (he
television screemwTiter
Thad Mumford amd
Imiriaiod in olisthelk by
Jean-Michs| Basquisl i
commemarate the
craation of arrworks.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE C1
£15,000.

Mangin provided receipts of the punchass
and recounted the thrill of the hune: “It's
sort of a deep hook that goes mside of you,”
he snid, likening it to being an art world In-
diana Jomes digging for st artifacts. [ cer-
tninky sounds like a tale straight out of Hol-
lywond, ar perhiaps a script by the Emmy
Award-winning Mumiford. Indeed,
Gagosian, in o response to this reporter
ahout the 1882 crention of these Bosquints,
said he “linds the scenarie of the story
highly unlikely” Gagosian's concerns were
echond by severnl curators known o writo
widely on Basquiat's work, who have
greeted the Orlando museuny's show with a
stony public silence.

D Grodt, the museum director, bristled at
such skepticism. My reputation is at stake
as well” he said in an interview, “And 1"ve
whaiutely no doulil these are Bascuints”
Beyond his own wrained eye — he has a
Ph.D. in art history from Florida State Unl-
wersity — he cited a battery of reports com-
missioned by the artworks’ current owners,

These inclade a 2017 forensic investiga-
tion by the handwriting expert James
Blanco, which identified the signatures that
oppear on many of the paintings as being
Basquinat's; o M7 analysis by the Univer-
sity of Maryland associate professar af art
Jordana Moore Sagpese, author of “Read-
ing Basquiat: Exploring Ambivalence in
Amertcan Art,” in which she too anributed
the paintings to Basquiat; and signed 2018-
19 statements from the curntor Dhcgo
Cortez, an sarly supparter of the artist and
founding member of his estate's now-dls-
solwed suthentication committes, which de-
clared each of the paintings 10 be genuines
Basguiats. (Cortez died last year.) Intight of
the imprimatur Cortez's name carries with
historians, his certifications were secompa-
nied by phographs showing the curator
mid-slgnamere.

Bul the foremast proof in De Groft s mind
was a short poem by Mumford in 1882 com-
memorating the artworks' creation and the
meeting that the owners say occurred be-
tween Basguist, then an artist on the rise,
and Mumiord, then one of the few Black
seresnwrilers working within network TV
amnd riding idgh as a producer and writer for
the top-rated “M*A5*H"

Lines from the poem seem to refer bath o
Mumfond's 708 work voicing a "De Thad”
for “Sesame Street,” his upcoming script for
the *M*A*S"H™ zeries finale, the *25 paint-
Ings bringing riches” and the two men's
shmred spirit a5 “no kenger outsiders, Indus-
try insichers gobden crowns eoeiving . . . We
film, we write, we [iim, we paint”

It is said 1o have been written and typed
up by Mumlord, then initialed in oilstick by
Basqulat (and confirmed 88 genuime by
Blanco), The poem was not in Mumford's
storage locker comtents, nccording o Man-
gin, but was handed o him by Mamtord in
2012 Afver buying the paintings, Mangin
said he and Forco tracked down the screen-
wrriler, who told them over lunch how he had
bought the Basguists in 1982 as an invest-
ment on the recommendation of a friend,

“The poem i almost like a receipt, it
refers to the works, it refers to the inscrip-
tions in the works, it refers to the time,” Da
Groft said. *I"'ve absolutely no doubt”

Before his death in 1988 from a drog owver-
dose, Basquiat is believed to have made ap-
proximately L1100 ariworks, from amabl
drawings to & paint-adomed refrigerntor
doar, according to the Brooklyn Museum,
Could these slices of cardbonrd have been
among them? While it's certaindy difficult o
Imngine Gagesian, living just one floor
nhove Basquind and keeping close tabs on
his stodio progress, or Basquiats gallery-
employed studio assistant and de facto

b n=art n1 @ ne
s Hingai taloilswre

chauffeur, John Sead, not noticing te cre-
atlon and =zale of 25 detalled paintings on
camens, those painted on cardboard are
mare easily concealable

Seed has written about driving Basguiat
o an appointment with a doclor whoss
medical bill was paid with drawings. snd as
noted by Phoebe Hoban in her 1938 biogra-
phy, “Basquint,” “Anyhody with the right at-
e mnd the right amotnt of money could
purchase something from the palnter, who
wis constantly i need of cash to support
his various habit=" Gagosian himself con-
ceded 1o Hoban that his own accounting
methods with Basgulat were hardly tradi-
tHonal: “It was the way he chose to be paid,
in cish, ar in barter, or with clothes, or like
he'd say, "Wall, buy my girlfriend a trip to
Parts.'"

Muore than just professional reputations
now rest on the guestion of these paintings’
true background. The walue of Basquiat's
work has soared: In 2007 one ol his paint-
ings sobd for $110.5 million at Setheby's —
the current auction hgh for an American
artwork, I the 25 Mumford-purchased
paintings are authenticnted as  actuasl
Basguiats, Putnam Fine Art and Antjus
Appraisals puts their total worth at close to
£100 million,

An official verdict on this whodunit by the
Basgquiat estate is now Impossible — it
closed its nuthentication committes in 2012
in the aftermath of & lEwsuit over Basguiat
artworks initially deemed fake. (Amid simi-

“That poem is so
revealing, and Basquiat’s
initials are on it

FIERCE ('DONNELL

PARTIAL OWNER OF DISPLTED
ARTWORES

lar time-consuming and expenzive livgs-
‘e, the Andy Warbol estate closed its owm
authentication committee that same year)
Yet withoad such n stamp of estate approval,
or an established provenance, major aue-
thon houses and heavywelght art dealers
are reluctant to handle such works, Despite
severnd years of being quistly shopped
around the sécomdary ant market, these
Basquiars have te date found no takers, ac-
cording to the owners, The Orlando mu-
sem showing could help disped that market
wariness, lending them a new air of institu-
tional legitimacy,

Sothehy's declined to comment on the au-
thenticity of these paintings, Several art
world professionals were similarty gpun-shy,
citing the experience of the estate’s authen-
tication commirtes and their fear that pul-
licly welighing in could embroil them in a
lawsuit with the paintings' current owners,
One dealer who personally warked with
Basquiat and saw photographs of the paint-
ings in the Orlando museum, said, “the way
Basquiat places elements in the composi-
tion has an interior begic which is missing in
these images.”

In nddition to Force and Mangin, partial
owmershipof the artworks now lies with one
of Los Angeles's most prominent trial law-
yers, Pierce O°Donnell, famed for success-
Tul litigation against a weritable who's who
of the city's glitterati, from the actor Brad
Pitt (on behalf of his ex-wife Angelina Jolie)
o the formier Los Angefes Clippers owner
Donald Sterling.

O'Donnell tokd The Mew York Times that
he purchased an interest in six of the 23
paintings after Force, who had resd abaut
hi= authentication efforts on behalf of a dis-
puted Jackson  Pollock  painting, np-
proached him for help with the Basquiats. Tt
was news coverage of this same Pollock le-
nl stancboff thit akso ked De Groft of the Or-
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lando musenm to contact *Donpell and
then offer to exhibit the Basquints, If Force
and Mangin are seeking o payiday, and De
Groft hopes for a blockbuster exhibition,
O Denivell seems driven by the courtrosm-
lilee dramp of it all

“1treated these palnings as a dient,” the
bawyer said, *1 believe 1 could win this case
nime and & half out of 10 tdmes with o jues,
I'm not bragging. I'm just saying the evi-
dence is compelling.” He cited varioss re-
ports on the paintings, and, like De Grof,
the Mumford-penned and Basgulat-sgned
poem that definidvely sealed his case,
“That poem is so revealing, and Basquiat's
initials are onit.” he continued, “It's autobio-
graphical and you can’t make up this studf,
you just can't”

Except that snmatimes you can, As early
as WM, seemingly beautifully executed
Basquints later deemed to be well-made
fakes — accwmpanted by bogus letters of
provenance = were in circulation, And jest
tast July the FEL arcested a man ln New
York City that it said was trying to sedl ant-
works he falsely clamed were collabara-
tions between Basquiat and Keith Horing,
al=o complete with farged betters aof prov-
efimoe.

' Donnel] had no patience for such com-
parisons. “You would have to have a big old
canspiracy that would rival the Jan. § insur-
rection for these things not to be suthentie”
he sealfed, addimg that it just didn't malke
sepEe, "A forger Wi wanted to make big
hay over Basquint woukd paint one extraor-
dinary Basquiat, or maybe two or three, all
large on canvas. Hewoubdn't just goout and
get cardbonrd from a supermarket o ligeos
store and create 25 paintings.”

What of Mumford's family, who only
tearmed of the muesewm's exhibition of “The
Thaddeus Mumford Jr Venles Collection”
from this reporter? “1t's all very sirange”
sald  Jeffrey Mumford, Thad's younger
brother, & Gugpenheim Fellowship-winning
classical composer and music professor at
Lorvain County Commumdty College, mear
Clevelamd. Not only did Thad never once
mention to him buying the Basgquiats, “he
wis somesne who didn't peally go toart gol-
lertes very often, was olten Intimidated by
the iden of going to them becanze he felt he
had tohave adegree in art ln order to appre-
cinte the work”

Moreowver, if Thad had ever wanted 1o dis-
cuss & promising new artist, he could hve
spoken with J'L‘FI'N-}"‘:'. wille, Do Coleman,
an accoinplisbed painter who had lived in
Mew York City at the same tme Basquiar
wid first making a name for himsel, Cole-
man, In an Interview, recalled walking in
downtown Manhattan in 1978 *when 1
would see his SAMO graffinn on the wall
fresh from the day efore”

Coleman, who helped settle Thad s estate
upoi his death in 2018, =aid it seemed be-
lievable tn her that he had simply stopped
making payments on his storage unit *be-
cause e didn’t care about these works, of
he didin't recognize their wortl, or maybe he
ws tipped off that they were not real.” The
Iaxt years lemling up o his death “were
very, very feaught,” she said. His coreer in
television had essentially dried up, he was
severely depressed and in poor bealth, and
“he was just letting goof a lot of things" But
if by 2002 he oo looger cared about the
palntings, then why did he hold entoa poem
about that sane artist for all these vears?
“It does seem odidl, doesn't it?" Coleman
mused.

O clue (o the paintings' authenticity
may e with the cardboard on which
Basguiat would have applied his layers of
palnt, erayon, and cilstick. Mangin said he
consulted several paper experts to confirm
itsage, but wirs told that the composition of
cardboard from the 19805 was impossible to
dif fepeniate from that of recent yenrs, “Mo-
body had an answer” Mangin explained,
anrdboard is cardbonrel”

Yot flip over one of the works and yon will
find that it was painted on the back of a ship-
pling box with a clearly visible company im-
print: “Align top-of FedEx Shipping Label
here” According te Lindon Leader, an inde-
pendent brand expert consulted by The
Timez, who was shown a photo af the card-
board, the typeface in the imprint was nol
used by Federal Express before 1594, He
shoukd know: That was the year he person-
ally redesigned the company™s logo and it
typefaces while working as senior design
direcior al the Landor Associstes advertis-
i firm,

“Tt appenrs to be sot In the Univers 67
Baold Condensed,” Leader said of the Inbel's
distinctive purplish font. In 1882, "they
Were pol nsng Univers at that time”

S0 the plece ol cardbeard coull nol have
been produced untl 12 years after Basquiat
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suppodedly palited on it amd six vears after
the artasts death,

According to a person close to the Orlan-
do missewm, who psked o remadn anony'-
a¥HIiE because they were not autlasrized o
reveal internal discussions, its curatorinl
sraff expressed their concern to De Groft
that the Fed Ex text did not seem to be [rom
1982 “This show raised red flags for them”
the persen sald, but the director brashed off
their concerns.

Asked abour his staffs reaction this
week, De Groft insisted, ¥ The cardboard is
legit” He added, “1 believe deeply these are

authentis Basquists., [ can’l answer [he
question on FedEx, there's an anomaly
Uyere.” But he said dye evidemsee provided by
the artworks” owners — from the Basquint-
signed poem to the Cortez report — was
credible.

Yet s 0" Donnell, the lawyer, has himsetf
argued in o catalog essay for Orlando's
Basquiat exhibition, one small discovery
can undermine & seemingly rock-solid
claim! “Ower my four decades in the
trencties, cases have baen won or et based
oa a single piece of evidence.” The key to
winning, he concludes, is “finding a 'smok-
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Asked this week L the FedEx-imprinted
cardboard was that veritable “smoking
gun” FDonnell remained unshaken. *I
there’s a question about one painting, it
dios=smi't st doobt on all the other ones" He
called the typography question “a subject of
expert debate"— ope he almost seemed o
relish and was confident he woubd win. “1f 1
presented ol this evidence o o jury — in-
cluding this thing about Fed Ex — 1 have no
doabt how it would come aut.”

Thad Mumiord, whe is

ahd to have originally
homghe the 25 padiings
ab issi.

Top left, “Unaiiled
iSelf-Portrais or Crown
Faee 11,7 said to have
bevn created in 1552, wos
maade on & FedEx box;
lefi, the typednce used for
the FedEx sonding an
the back has rised
sugpicion, The corpaorate
typeface on the
cardlican] was coeated in
1054, according 1o ks
desigmer, nor B98E, asthe
e ngs" OWILErs ASSert

Far lefi, Anron D Grof,
dareceur of the Griands
Musenm of At with one
af thie warks from tha
Mumlord seorage leckor
said 1o b a Basguiat
“Ulngitbed § Inciesery
Linsloe )= bole, “Umiiided
(Self-porirail with his
cawhey han and wearing
Loorurdeda Vimas
Rving suait).”
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Brilliant Career:

A Guided Tour

Isabelle Huppert received a lifelime achievement

award. She takes us through some of the highlights.

Top right, lesbelle Hugper in
2075, The Berlin International
Film Feszsival is honoring the
superstar of art bouse cinema,
Clockwise, from top befi:
Huppert and Yves Beneyton in
“The Lacemaker™; Sandrine
Bonnaira, left, and Huppart in
“La Cérémonie™; Huppart in
“Things to Comsr™; Banaii
Magimel and Huppert in “The
Piono Teacher™; Huppert in
“Every Man for Himself"

By THOMAS ROGERS
BERLIN — Isabefle Huppert isn't fond of nos-
talgie In her five-decade career, the 63-
year-old French actress has appeared in
over F20 films, ncluding recurring collnbxo-
rations with some of the most mportant
flimmakers in postwar Européan cineéma,
Her ability to channel brittle vulnerability,
imtellectual forcefulness ond icy hauteur
(often simultnneousty ) in films like Michae]
Haneke's “The Piano Teacher® amnd Paul
Verhoeven's “Elle” have made her one of
the: few true supersiars of infermational art
house film:

The Berin International Film Festival
mwarded her an honornry Golden Bear for
lfetime achlevement on Tuesday, which
Huppert did mot accept in person after test-
g positive for the coronavirus, according
o & news redease from the festival.

The lestival will s1ill celebrate her caresr
by showing seven of her films, although
Huppert said in & recent phone interview
that she had little interest in looking back,
Shie explained thot the award was “as much
abouwt the present and the future than about
the past” She added that she rarely re-
witched her ald films: 1 don't have time o
see pew films. Why should 1 lose time
watching my previous anes?*

Huppert's schedule is almost comically
packed, She has one film (*Promises") cur-
rently in French clnemes and three more
set for release in the coming months. An-
other, “About Joan,"” is scroening at this

| t,\/\'-. N

vear's Berlin Film Festival. She is currently
shooting *The Unbon Lady™ with te French
director Jean-Paul Salomé, and this year,
Huppert is gaing on tour with two pliys as
well She also revealed that she was siated
toappear in the next film by Frangois Czon,

Nevertheless, Huppert said she saw the
Golden Bear “as A recognition for the direc-
tars 1've worked with” With that in mind,
the actress shared insights about her expe-
rienoes working on the films being screened
ml the Berlin retrospective. Here are edited
extracts from that conversation

Wi Ml

‘The Lacemaker’ {1877}
In this stow-paced drama directed by Clowde
Crorelta, Hupper! plays Pomme, a shy
safon employes who embarks on a Femance
with a university student.
1 had done films before, but this was the film
that defined mve &s a young aciress, because
it was 50 much about intertority. 1t was a
great role s g career slarter — one of thess
roles that imprints itsalf oo you. She is a
voung Indy who does not speak much, who
has & relationship with this intellectusl. It
was very dramatic and emotional, but it did-
n't play with the seduction and physicality
that is usually connected to young people.
I'ee never played soft characters. They
were plways very powerful, and very In-
tense, They could be silent, but they wore
newver solL She expresses hersell more with
looks and with her eyes and her physical at-
titude than with words, Cinema is the per-
fect medium for revealing the unasid, and
“The Lacemaker” iz really about this,

'Evary Man for Himsall' (1980}

In this French New Wave classic by Jean-
L Godord, Hupper! portrays a prostifule
navigating her clients’ absurd fantasies.
My character was a very unusual way to
show a prostitute: 1 didn't really look like
what you'd expect, and there was a poetry
o fe. The movie is aboul money and bodles,
not really about prostitution, and there was
very little sexuality shown in front of the
CcAMmera.

Goclard has a specind way of working:
There was no script and there were very
few people, sometimes just images or muo-
sic. We wenl to a shopping mall and bought
our costumes. It went against all principles
of organization and preparation. | wisn't in-
tmmidated by Godard, I was never intimi-
dated by anyone, at least no directors, [fyon
are inthmidated, things become mpossible,
1 wns atwnys confident

| like what Godard once said about me:
"It's wisible when she is thinking.” That is
probably one of the est compliments Fve
gotien in my life,

‘La Cérémonie” (1995)

Huppert plays Jeanne, o postel worker in a
smuell town with a grudpe ogainst a
wealthy family, in this film by Clawde
Chabral.

T've always worked with unsentimental dj-
rectors wiho make no attempt to make peo-
ple better than they are, and this was really
Chabrols specialty. We were exactly in
tune, like in music. He nsked me which role [
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wanted and 1 said the post office girl. Com-
pared to some of the previous characters 1
had played, she was very talkative. She killa
with words and speaks ond speaks and
spenks.

1 don't think much before T act. T just do it
It's instinctive and very intuitive and oer-
talnly I don have thorough discussions
with the director beforchand, The relation-
ship between a director and an actress is so
powerful and fascinating, Why does a direc-
tor want to film you? Why is he interested in
what you are, your face, your body, your
way of moving or talking? It's unconscious
and conscious, it's an invisible and mute
language, but it is & language. 1t's what 1
cherish wnd love most aloul clnen.

‘The Piano Teacher' (2001)

Directed by Michoe! Hanebe, Huppert plays
o Viennese piano teacher who has a bound-
ary-pushing sadomasochistic relatianship
with a student.

Agninst all odids, Haneke is so ensy to work
with. He is very pragmatic and concrete,
Even in the mast daring scenes, the most in-
credible scenes, it's about how to place the
frame, {8 technbeal, Some scenes go guite
far, but Haneke is a master of moking the
audience think they see things that he does-
n't show. His direction, his mise-en-scéne is
very profective for Uhe actors. AS an aciress,
1 mever felt exposed.

1 don't think when you do a film you go,
0 my Geond, I'my going to do o provocative
film." Of course, it's also a game, to go as far
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&8 you want, to show things people have dif-
ficulty watching. At the end of the day, it's a
very strange love story, but it's also an ex-
ploration of the mystery of love and of how
this woman wonls to impose her own viow
of love

'8 Women® (2002)

In Frangods Ozon's musical murder mystery
with an all-star cest including Catherine
Deneuve and Fanny Ardant, Huppert par-
trys Augustine, an uplirhl woman with a
secret,

That was my first time working with
]-'mnpms Oeon and 38 Women™ was, of
course, a comedy: He had all the characters
sing and donce and be very 'funn_',', ilmnst
like caricatures of themselves — especially
my character. On the set, there wis none of
the things people thought would happen
with these eight women together — no com-
petition, just great friendship and the pleas-
ure of being together.,

I'm mid especiplly interedted in being
funny — there are comedies and there are
dromas, and obviously I'm not going to tell
vou that some films are dramas if they are
really comedies, but all of these movies
hawe wery funny moments. Maybe one of
oy contributions is to act &s much & 1 can
with o certatn |!|.-|.u'||1|.'.\t~1 which allows space
for not necessarily a laugh, but for some-
thing very unsentimental.

Things to Coma' {2015}
Huppert plays a philosophy teacher navi-
pating her hushband's infidelity and her
maher's declining health in this swebile
drama from Mia Hansen-Love,
I think this s one of Mia's best films. I'm al-
wiys wilking I this llim, because its a
woman who doesn't stop, whatever hap-
pens 1o her, even if s sell-destructive, she
could fall, she just keeps going. OF all the di-
rectors 've been talking abaut, Mia is prob-
ably the most directive. She was very spe-
cific in her direction, and what she said was
very subtle, very accurate, [ usually don't
like it when directors tell me too many
things. Michnel Haneke, Chabrol, Verho-
even, they never told me anything, not a
word, I have no pride in saying this, it's just
thi winy 1T {5

For viewers, | can imagine this role
seems A bit closer to [my offscresn salf ]
than something like “The Piano Teacher”
Certalnly in a geographic sense it is. I'm not
Austrian or a pians teacher. But even when
vou are playing someones seemingly closer
o wha yisu are as o person, It still a Fll..-|:ir.|r1I .
it =till has o go through the process of in-
venting the character.

'Elle’ (2018}

In this provecative erotic thriller from Pal
Verhoeven, Huppert plays o woman seek-
ing a unigue form of revenge after baing
raped ir her home

My character has a fight 1o win, but ahe has
decided to win it alone, without the help of
officials, the police, no psychological hefp,
The way that it was filmed gave me incredi-
ble frecdom. Yoo can be funny, you can be
dramatic, you can also kesp that distance
with your charncter, which is important
agiin, never sentimental, and that glves
vou an extremes freedom when you do a
character with a certain kind of insolence.
It's & real pleasure to be able to be as inso-
lent as this, It gives you strength.
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When Little Thmgs Yleld a Lot

Full of cacao solids, chocolate
chips play a key role in
enhancing structure and flavor.

ITTOOK TWO MONTHS for Claudia Martives,
the executive pastry chef at Miller Unlon in
Atlanta, to perfect her salted chocofate-chip
cookie recipe. For the morsels, she ended up
uzing a kgh-end chocolate — Lactée Barry
Equlibre from the French chocolate com-
pany Coacan Barry — and was happy with
her results. Bul when she tried some cook-
#es that her regulars had made for her as

They weare baked with Toll House choco-
Inte: chips.

“As pastry cheld, we're always irying o
use the fanckest chocolates” said Ms

MY LA PO T MW PO TIMECS. FOO0 STTLNT SUSE THEODE FRdd STYLLAT: PAiCE 0I5

In a fourless chocodsie cake, mehed chocolate chips shing through the
croamingss of the batter and the richness of the eggs.

Martinez, 29, “Spmetimes, people just want
thet flaver they can recognize” Including
her. Toll House morsels were in her moth-
er'senakies and in treats made by her child-
hood batysiter ng before she atended
rulinary school,

Mostalgia is only one reason 1o love choe-
olate chips. Askde from thelr obvious con-
wenince — nomessy chopping — they hold
thedr shape better in the oven when stirred
Into doughs and batters, and deliver more
flavor in baked goods than some
har chocolates. And it's all because they're
relatively Tow in cocos butter and high in ca-
cao solids.

Donald Wressell, an executive chef of the
Guittard Chooolate Company, said, "At face
value, sure, the most expensive chocolate is
thi best,” but he emphaskzed that how you
plan o use the chocolate should determine
CONTINUED ON PAGE D

7 RESTALRANTS

Danny Meyers latest is ltalian
all the way. vy PETE WELLS

5 THEPOUR

Cioing natural with a dezen
wines. BY ERIC ASIMOY
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A Smnky Variation
On an Old Favorite

Melissa Clark tops her roasted
sweel polatoes with eggs and a
dash of paprika. Page 3.
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YEWANDE KOMOLAFE

Just One Pot, but Plenty of Meals

A hearty German stew that is
brimming with memories.

1F YOU NEED a little extra warmth this win-
ter, et elntopf be your go-to

There are as many versions of eintopl, &
hearty German siew, as there ore people
who love it. A traditional eintopf moy in-
chsde bratwurs! amd saverkrauet, bul how i
i= cooked (eintopd translates to “one pot”™) iz
more important than what goes in the pot.
Az long as you have meat and vegetables,
you have the basis for eintopl

1 first got o know eintopd as a child. My
parents moved us back to Lagos after com-
pleting graduate school in Berlin, and they
shared eintopf with me and my siblings.
They didnt hive a singular spproach o i,
and [ don't either. 1t adish | am constantly
refining and most likely always will be.

That's becanse eintopiis as penerous as it
I brillkant for how well it takes Lo substite-
thons. Any root vegetable you have on hiand
will work, and any combination of two or
three works best: Carrots, parsnips, beets,
sunchokes nmd potatoes are just some op-
tions. Spicy greens, hearty greens or cab-
biyges are ideal for findshing the stew, add-
img & bit of crunch.

This rectpe highlights bone-in short ribs,
which, like other tough bt flavorful cuts of
meat, will need time to break down, but
they'll eventually reach a point where the
bones, juboes and fat all make indiscernible
contributions to the broth. The coconut mitk
provides o finish that suits me ~ an avoider
of dladry — but you can sd heavy cream or
mmy other ingredient that thickens quickly
without watering down the dish,

Onceit's out of the oven, you can then sep-
mrate what you'll save for the days ahesd. To
the portions 1'll be serving right nway, T add
leadie, followed by a toss of reserved fennel
fronds. At this point, the broth holds & oer-
tain brighmess, bur, if after tasting, & lme
wedge or aguick zest of another citrus peel
suits you, that would be lovely, too,

I'm a tireless devotee of one-pot meals,
From them, I've kearnsd new lechndigues,
&nd about cuisines and ingredients thet are
unfamiliar to me. But my favorite one-pot
meals are the ones that get better in the
days after the cooking (= done. BY the sec-
cowd or third day, all the flavors you've devel-
oped have had time to get to know one on-
other.

It's the kind of cooking my parents dad as
students: bullding something in a single pot
for o week's worth of meals, For them, and
now for me, there is comfort in returming to
m good meal, especially one that holds as
much warmth and memory as this cozy
omve-paot dish,

Yewande Komolg'e (s on parental keave, Her
columm will resieme this summer,

EINTOFF (EAAISED SHORT RIES
WITH FENNEL, SQUASH AND
SWEET POTATO)

TIME: & HOURS
TIELD: & T B SEAVINGS

4 pounds meaty, bone-in shart ribs, cut
info single-bone portions
Sall

1 tablespoon newtrl cil, such as
grapessed, canola or vegetable oil

1 small lenmel bulh, trimmed and
chopped [about 2% cups), topwith
frands separaied froen bull and thinky
sliced

& shallois, pesled and halved lengthwize

8 garlic choves, smashed and peebed

1 teaspoon fennel seads, crushed

Vi teaspoodn ground tunmeric

1 {28-punca) con whale pecled tomatoes.

4 oups chicken stock

1 white sweat potato, such as Japanesa
mweet potatoes, perled and cut into
2-inch pieces, or use an orange sweed
patatn {2 loose cups)

¥ small butternut squash {about 1 pound
3 punces), seads removed, pesled and
cut into 2-nch picces.

1 {14%5-punce] can full-fat coconud mik

1 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper

1 {1-inch) piece fresh ginger, scrubbexd
and grated

4 cups torn of cut fresh greens, such as
lale, mature spinach, mastard greens
or dandelion greens
‘Warm crusty bread, for serving

1. Season the short ribs with a sprinkie of st
on &l sides. Heat the oll in & large Dutch asen
st over medium-high, Working in batches if
meceasary, brown Che tops and sides of sharl
rits, about 3 minutes per side. Transfer to a
large plate and repeat the browning process
wilh the remaining ribs.

2. Heat the oven to 350 degrees. Pour off all
but 2 fablespoons of Tt from the pot. Add the
chapped fennel bulb, (reserve the top and
fronds for gamishl, shaliots and gasdic to ihe
pol, season with salt, and toss 1o coal in the
pan drippings. Sauté cver medium-high heat,
stirring frequendly until softened, 3 minules,
Ald the fenne] seeds and turmeric, and cook
until fragrant, 1 minate. Add the tomatoos and

BT
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bireak apart (he whole pleces with a wooden
spaaon of ather cookmp utensil, Cook until the
foamarto juices are thickened, about & minutes,
Return the browned short s, bone side up, 1o
th pat along with any drippings from the plate.
Pour in the chicken slock and bring up 1o a
simmer. Cower and transfer pot 1o the oven
Braise umtil {he meat is tender, hut not falling
afl the bone, aboid 2 to 245 hours,

3. Increase the oven tempoerature (o 375
degress. Transfer the cooked shart s 1o a
plate Using & colamder o shee gel over & Boal,
drain oul the vegetable solids from the pot amd
discard, reserving the Bqud brolh. Skim off and
discard as much ofl 85 you ezn from the surfsce
of the: liguid usng a spoon or a Edle. (Yo
shoukd ke shoul 3 10 4 cups of broth.) Refem
the both to the pot, sdd the patato and
squash, &nd pour in the coconul milk, Season
1o 1este with sait and the 1 teespoon black
pepper. Add the ginger and return the short nbs
1o the pot, neslEng e pieces babwean lha
vegetables so that the meat & mostly
submerged in the liquid, Return he pol bo the
oven and brase unoovered until the potato and
squash are tender, the mest & falling off the
bone, and the figuid |5 shghily reduced, 50
mirutes i 1 hour.

4, On thi stovetop but off heat, stirin tha
greens: The beat from the stew should gently
wilt the leaves. Top with the thinky sliced fennel
top and fronds. Serve hat in bowls with warm
crusty bread for dipping.

AND TO DRINK ...

I think al this
dish as o hearty
el stew,
thaugh sne
ingrodicnt, cooo-
mul milk, makes e a trickier
pairing. Coconut milk often
turns up in Asign sealood or
poullry preparations and
curries, dishes [ would re-
Nexively pair with a while,
bt with this remsdition of
eintopf [ emphatically want 8
penerous red. The cocomut
milk will add richness, but
the dominant flavors will
best be complemented by
reds. My reflex is to pick a
savory syrah, either from the
Morthern Rhone, Awstralia or
the West Coast of the Uinited
States, A grennche from the
Southern Rlwne, Spain or the
Wiest Const would be dioli-
cious, (o, (tler options? A
Laire Valkoy cabernet franc,
a Douro red from Portugal
and maybe an aghamnico from

ERFC ASIMIOA

When Little Things Yield a Lot

CONTINUED FROM PAGE DL

what you use, “What is the right chocolate
for what you're trying to do¥"

If it's baking, the right choice is probably
chocalate chips.

Chocolate varies widely, but most is a
blend of sugar and cocoa mass, which is
made up of ground ceceo solikds and cocon
butter, the fat froan cacoo beans, Fal cartes
flavor, so more cocoa butter means more af
the cacan solids” flaver coats your tangue
when you're enting chooolate on its cwn. Co-
con butter also helps temper the bitterness
inherent in chocolate and smoaths bath the
peEture and taste. So if you take a bite of &
pricey bar and then iry & chocelate chip, the
bar probably will tste better

But a higher proportion of cocoa butter
nlzn makes chocolate mare Muid when it's
mvefted. That's ideal for coating confections
= think shiny, snappy sholls enrobing truf-
fles and caramel — bt it isn't necessary or
even useful for baking, said Jnoques Dahan,
the: president of the chocalate company Mi-
chel Cluized USA. In fnct, he said, *you wmnt
leas cocoa butter for chocolabe that you
bake with."

Thiat's in Earge part because coooa buller
Is very expensive for chocolate manufrctur-
&g, and e extra cost, which is then passed
ot consumers, isnt worth it for many
haked goods. Cocoa butter ndds fat, but you
can't really taste it once its baked with
other ingredients, And most baked goods
include added fat like dairy butter anyway,
80 the cocoa butter ken't necessary

Since chocolate chips have less cocoa but-
ter, they hove more cocno solids instend.
Some chocolate chips, such as those from
Michel Clulzel, Guittard and Valrhona, keep
the amount of cocoa butter low for all the
bencfits of a baking chocolate, but are
higher-end options with fewer, I any, addi-
tivees, In all baking morsels, the higher pro-
portion of cacano solids yields a lot more fla-
wor in baked goods because “solids are
where the flavor's at” Mr Wressell said.
And you need stronger flavor when choco-
Late i& blended with sther ingredients, as it

isin brownies. In a flourless chooolnte coke,
melred chips shine through the creéaniineas
of butter and the richness of eggs. They also
help bind the ingredients in the sbsence of
Mowr for a fudgy yet lender texiure.

When choculate chips are simply stirred
whaobe into dough or batter, they showcase
thetr most distinctive property - thelr ability
to hald their perky shape inn hot oven. Be-
cause chips have mors cacao solids and the
solfds themselves don't mell, the chips stay
intact enough to give structure and height
1o chunky cookies and bansna bregd, like
throw cushions in o pillow fort.

Sinca Mestld begon manufacturing the
maorsels in the 1940z — thanks to Ruth
Wakefield's invention of the chocolate chip
oookie in the 15305 — many companies have
Inundated the American marke! with op-
tioms, especially over the Inst fow decades,
Amang all the products, there is no one best
checolate chip, only your preferred chaice
for any given dessert. To find what you like,
Mr Wressell recommensls not only tasting
different chooolte chips, but alse baking
with them.

That's what Jacqueline Eng, the head
baker and co-owner of Partybus Bakeshop
in Mew York Ciry, does, Because she thinks
of hersell as a bread baker first, she fecls
like she's experimenting when she works
wilh sweets. “Approaching chocalate is In-
timidating because you con deep dive into
sourcing beans from different countries,”
she said, “Instead af being Intimidated, Tde-
cided to just moke what | thought tasted
good, just by trial and error”

After mixing different products into her
oookies, Ms, Eng opted for Callebant 54-per-
cent cacao callets. But, for a stretch of the
pandemic, supply chain isswes made it diffi-
cult for her to find them, so she substituted
chocolate chips from the grocery store,

Even thoogh she didi't prefer them, she
heard positive reviews from new customers
and personally understood why She said,
“You can't really hand me a cookie that ['m
not going to like”

FLOURLESS CHOCOLATE CAKE

TIME: 3 HOLR 15 MINUTES
YIELD: nT0 17 SERVINGS

Y cup/ 168 grams unsalted butter, cut up,
plus more for greasing the pan
1 cup/ 173 grams hittcrsweet or
semisweel chocodate chips
Y cupy/S0 grams unsweetened natural
copna powder
% cup/ 150 grams granulated sugar
4 large eEES
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract
Whipped cream or ice croam, for
senving (nptional)

1. Hesl even 1o 380 degress, Generously
butter the bottom and sides of an 8-inch
springform pan, or press a large shest al foil
It the Botbam and up the sides ol &n 8-inch
round cako pan, smoothing the sides, and
penerowsly bubler the foil,

2. Bring a lew inches of water in a large
saucepan 1o o simmer over medium heal. Se a
large heatprool bowl over the saucepan and
add the chocolate, When the chips ook soft
ant melly, slir genily wnfil smooth, Tum off the
heat, and add the butter 1o the bowl. Stir gently
until metted and smooth. Add the cocoa
powder and stir until smooth, then ke the
bl off the saucepan.

3. Stir in ihe granualed sugar undil
Ircorporated, then add the eggs, one at a time.
and beat well after each addition. Stir in the
wvanillla, ihen scrape the batier into the
prepaned pan and smoath the top.

4. Bake unlil crackly and dry on bop, @nd a
toothipick inserted 2 nches from the edge
coamsas out chaan, 40 to S0 minutes, A toothpick
Irarled in the cemler shoulkd come oul with
some crumbs attached.

5, Cool in the pan on a rack, then romave the

S LA

=idps o the sprngform pan or lift the cake oul
af ihe cake pan using the kil overhang. You
can slice and serve wanm or 8= rom
teamperatune, Or, fo cut very noat slices, frecze
the cooled cake untd firm, Slice and warm up in
thi microwawe or oven, if prefiomed. Serve the
cake with whipped cream or ice cream, i you'd
Bhe, The cake can be wrapped and kepl a1
rogm temperature for up to 3 days, m the
refrigaralor for up o 1 week orin the freser
Tor up o 1 manth,
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TOINDULGE
Flaky Custard Tartlets
With Holy Origins

* The bakery and cafe Prstéis de
Bedémm 1837, near the waterfront
In Lishan, k= bound to have a line
outside for ils pastéis de Belém,
Nalky tarthets with a WEhtly spioed
custard filling, Mow, George
Mendes, (he chel and an owner of
Veranda in SoHo, whose roois are
Portuguese, is baking the treats,
alan Known s pasiéls de nata;
thew’re available to order only for
pick ug. The recipe originaed at
the Monastery of Jerdnimos in
Belém, now part of Lishaon, in the
17th century. The monks and nuns
would use egg whites to starch
their habits and they had to do
something with the yolks, s0 they
began sefling the pastries. Thank-
fully for New Yorkers, SoHois a
lot choser than Pormgal: Pastéis
de Nata, §8 for twn, 524 for six,
Viernnda, 23 Grand Stree! (Avenue
of the Americaz), 212-201-117,
vernndasoho,com.

TO DISCOVER

A Place to Start
For Balkan Wines

v WinekMore, a website devoted
mabnly to the wines of the Balkan
coumirics, was staried fo put
“Croatian wines on the map,”
socording o Dario Drmae, awine
lerver amad marketing expent from
Croatia. [His parmer in this ven-
tura, Menad Trifunovic, is n Cro-
atinn wine educator and writer.)
They stanted in Europs and mow
have n selection of hundreds of

Front Burner

FLORENCE FABRICANT

wines, with abour 50 Ebels af
sparklers, reds and whites avail-
bl in the United States, So il you
waould like to sample Edivo plavac
mali from Croatia, $35, which ks
made in ancient-style amphoras
and left 1o gge for two years ina
wine cellar deep in the Adrintc
Sea, this is where you can find it
Flavac mali is oowe of several
indigencus prapes, some of which
are ancestors of Zinfandel, that go
into these wines. You should also
et o know zilavka and bintinn
The wehsite offers wines from
Slovenia, Serbin, Morth Macode-
nia, Bosnia and Hersegovina in
addition to Croatia, s well &s
beers and olive oils from the
region: thewineandmoneoom.

TO SFOON
Prizewinning Preserves
From Ladera Patisserie

A The swee scent of eucalypius
in her neighborhood of Woodside,
Calil, in the Bay Area, inspired
Fatiha Id Boubrik, the French
comfectioner, pastry chel and an
owner af Ladera Patisserie, o
add eucalypius leaves 1o some of
Ieer mearmalades and jams. They
glwe the Meyer lemon varlety a
swoetly minty aflure, Anaother
Intriguing Mavor is & blend of
Mandarin, passion fruit and
mange. Her raspberry mse
evikes Morocoo, the birthplace of
her hushand, Mustapha Khen-
niba, and the thickly textured
apricot ks pure sanshine, Ladera's
PTEserves wom top awards last
year af Confituriades in France
and Dalemain Cumbria in Eng-
Tand. The jams and marmadades
are sold online, $10 1o $15 for 7.16
ounces: lpderapatisserie.com,

TO SAVOR

Pineapples Go Pink
For Fresh Del Monte

v Pinkglow pineappdos, the pink-
Neshed Trult that Freal Del Mone
has been cultivating since 2005 in
Costa Rica, are now more widely
available from major grocers. s
et just about the color; thoy're
deliciously sweeter and have less
nctd than regular pineapples. But
i G.ML0L5 are on your no-fly list,
you ean move o, The company's
website for the pineapples says:
*This product was made possible
through bivengineering” In lts
statement approving the pineap-
ple i 20186, the Food and Dirug,
Administration sald: “The new

paneapple kas bean genatically
engineered o produce wer
leveds of the enzymes afready in
conventional pireapple that con-
vert the pink pigment lycopene Lo
e yellow pigment beta carotens.
Lycopene is the pigment that
mikes (omaboes red awl Water.
medons pink, 50 it ks commonky
and safoly consamed,” The: pine-
apples are spld without leaves,
the crowns. &re used t0 propagate
the fruit: Pirkglow Pireopples,
SIL5 pach, §75.95 for six from
Baidaor Food, baldorfood.com;
abwouit 30 ench from Melissas,
Tropdeal Fruit Box and Full Moon
Fruits. They're also sold ot some
supermarkets, including Weg-
RS

TOLEARN
‘Africa Eats’ Cookboole
Leads to Virtual Program

& Pauline Awino Pinnock {abave),

a chef and native of Nairobi,
Eizmya, has written hor first cook-
hook, "Alrica Eats: Traditional &

Ancient Foods for the Modarn
Kitchen,” 1o be published in May.
Among the recipes she covers in
the book are several from East
AMlrica: matoke, a green banana
stew from Uganda; bhajka pota-
woes fried in chickpea flour from
Kenya; and baris iskukaris, a dish
of generously sploed rice from
Somalin. She will discuss the ook
ab i virtual program for Les
Dames " Escoffier Mew York, &
nonprofit organEation to swpport
women in the hospitality indusery,
where she is o member. There will
be o demanstration of how wo
make fresh pinger tea; particl-
pants on Zoom who have regis-
tered in advance for the tea-
mnking kit can propare it during
the program: Africe Eals; Trmdi-
tional & Ancrent Frods for the
Muodern Kitchen, Feh, 24 at 6:30
e, $20, with kit for fresh ginger
tea, £30, [dny.org,

T BAKE
The Perfect Sheet Pan
For a Batch of Brownies

w It's o half-sheet pan. Or is t?
With 2.2-inch shdes, this 19.5 by
12.8-inch new Mordic Ware baking
pan is on its way to becoming o
roAsting pan or an oversize lass-
gna pan, enhancing its versatility.
Consider it for making a big batch
of chilaquiles or brownies. it's
alminum with a nonstick finish
and comes fitted with o mack, slso
nonstick: Nordic Ware Nonstich
High-Sided Qwven Crisp Baking
Tray, $#42.50, nordicware, com.

FREGERICE AR THO (TAHTLITS), THE WINEAMORE.
[BTTTLER], FRESH NEX MOWITE (FTARAPTLE, BOSSHT
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Sweet Potatoes

And Eggs Meet

Smoky and meatless, a 2011

recipe gets a tweaking.

MELISSA CLARK | A GOOD APPETITE

THE (LY COMPLAINT miy hushand, Daniel,
has about oy cooking b8 that every time 1
mike something he ke, T never cook il

BEAIN,
~ I¢'s not that | mean tonever cook it again;
it's thar 1 can't help wondering, What would
hixppen H 1 stirred n a pinch of this or a driz-
zhe of that? Would it make the dish brighter,
fuller, tnstior? To me, this tweaking is part
of the fun, one of the main reasons [ love to
ook,

And &0 0 went recently when I st oul Lo
mike some coconut ofl roasted sweet pota-
toes, A recipe | developed in 2011 and still
regulnrky riff on,

Over the past decade, T've switched up
the spices, added other vegetables, layered
on sauces, proteing and herbs. As long ms 1
didn’t mes= with the bones of the recipe —
the cocomut odl, the sweet potntoes, the
roasting temperature - [ really couldn't go
wrong. The swesl polatoss would always
end up richly flavored and deficately crisp
om thi oartside, velvety within,

That is, as long &s 1 didn't take the sweet
potatoes out of the oven early.

Ag Sreven [, a reader, wrote in the notes
of the original recipe onfine at New York
Times Cooking, *The potatoes are soft after
m half-hour or 5o, but then the criests harden
In the second hall-hour, giving them the de-
lichous texture that makes the dish unique”

Tlse liast tee | made this dish, | wanted to
EErVE it a5 & main course rather than as &
shde, So 1 took the well-trodden path of
putting an cgg on top — in this case, fied in
coconut ofl untll the edges ruffied and
crisped, turning beittle and brown.

Of course, thinking nbout fried eggs made
me crave a side of bacon, But since | wanted
to go mentless, [ approximated bacon's
brawminess with & dash of smoked paprika.
Tt added complaxily o the potatoes and
gawve & joit of color to the eggs right at the
e, the deep red powder streaking orange
In the yalks.

1 adso pdded chopped salted almonds for
crunch, and & cresmy, garlicky yogurt
sanca o0 bring together the elements. It
made for a wonderfully cozy, satisfying
meal that I'll probably never make tgain,

But you can make i as often &8 you Hie,
tweaked to your heart's content.

SMOKY SWEET POTATOES WITH

LGGS AND ALMONDS

TIME: 1 HOUR 35 MIKUTES
WELD: 2 O 3 SERVINGS

2 tablespeons coconut ol

2 pounds sweel polatoes, pesled or
unpeeled, and cut o Y-inch chunks
¥ tesspoon fine san or table sabl, phus

mere &5 needed

¥ Peaspoon garam masala, Baharad, cumry

powder or another spice mix

Vo teaspoon smoked paprike, plus mare

a5 needed
L4 teaspoan ground cumin

Y teaspoon freshiy ground black pepper,

plus more 88 fesded
3 to 5 thyme sprigs
¥ cup plam Groek yogurt

1 smalf gars clove, finely Erated, passed

through & press or minced

Eggs, for frying. a5 many as you fike

Ve cup chopped Marcana or satbed,
roasid almonds

Soft herbs, such as parsloy, mint or

cilantro, for serving

1. Heat oven to 350 degrees. Meht 2
tablizspoons coconut of in a small satcepan
ovvex bow Nieat o In the microwese. I a lange
berwd, boss together sweet potatoes, melted
cocanut oil, sait. spice mix, smoked paprika,
ciemin, black pepper and thyme.

2. Spread the potatoes n an even layer ona
large rimmed baking sheet.

3. Roast, stiming and flipping the potatoes
oocasonally, untll sofl and caramelized, aboul
1 hour,

4, A the potatoes roast, place yogurt in a small
becrwd. Stir i garic, & kange pinch of hwo of

smoked paprika, and salt ard black pepper to
taste.

5._in & large skilet, add remaining 1 tablespoon
of coconut ol over medium-hagh hest and lot it
heat up for 20 to 30 seconds. Crack eges into
shillet and season with salt. Cook until the
whites have set with crispy edges and the yilks
are slill runrry, about 2 to 3 mindtes (or cook
ther eggEs for a few minutes longer for & medium
or firm yolk, if you profes).

. To serve, 5poon sweset potatoes anto
individual plates and top with yogurt sawece and
shmonds. Place eggs on top, and sprinkie with
papnka and herbs. Serve mmediatety.
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Low-Buzz Beer, the Next Round for Brewers

Aiming for the spot between
strong and aleohol-free,

By JOSHUA M. BERNSTEIN

O summer diy kn 2018, Sean Bolsson was
washing his car in Sonoma, Calif,, when o
bubbly e epiphany arrived. He asked his
younger sister, Brittany Rossi, who was
helping, if she wanted a second beer — a do-
mestic lager low in aloohol, but not quite low
enough. "She wis Hke: Mo, Tee got to drive.
1 can only have one,* Me. Boisson recalled.

What abbut & lower-aleohod besr? *1 had
the spark on & Wednesday, and [ quit my job
on Fridey” said Mr Boisson, who has
warked for SpikedSeftzer and for Vita Coca,
a coconul-wister bramd,

Mr. Boisson partmered with a friend,
Mathew Rohrs, to found Belln Snow Soft
Ale, focusing on nles with no more than 24
percent nleohod by volume (4B, aboat
half the strength of a Budwelser. (The fed-
eral government lets breweries label beers
less than 25 percent “low abeolol™)
“There's just this completely unexplored
space” said Mr. Bodsson, who staried Beila
Snow in June 20020,

American brewing excels al extremes,
delivering brawny stouts and LA as well
as nonalcoholic beers that are growing in
quality and sales. But for drinkers sesking a
moderale option, nol abstinence, brewerjes
are increasingly making compelling beers
that weigh in at 2 and 3 peroent alcohal, be-
low the typical 4 percent floor for Gght la-
gers. (Bud Light is 4.2 percent.)

Jack's Abby Craft Lagers, in Framing-
ham, Mass., created a series of low-A.B.Y.
besrs it calls the 204 Beer Initiative, and one
of the best sellers at Hermit Thrush Brew-
ery, in Brattbeboro, Vi, s Party Guy, a sour
ale with an alcohal level of 3 percent. “1
would much rather have two beers and not
fall over,” said Christophe Gagné, an owner
and the brewmaster.

Lower-alcohol beers are stitched into the
drinking fabric of Scandinavia and pub-rich
England, where taxation increases as aloo-
hol content rises. In the United Stmates,
lower-alcohol beers align with the growing
popularity of modernte-strength wine and
spdrits like Easy Wine and Lo-Fi Aperitilz.

“You don't need to blrst pecple in the face
with alcohol” said Todd DiMatteo, an owner
and the brewer of Good Word Brewing &
Public House, which in April i 10 host ks
socond annual Little Beer festival in Dukuth,
Ga.

American craft brewing is entering its
fifth decade, and the industry’s audience is
mturing as well. “We're not surprised that
lower-A BV, beers are coming of age be-
cause, well, millennials are coming of age.”
said Lester Jones, the chief coonomist for
the National Beer Wholesalers Association,

As prople get older and responsibilities
stack up, they tend to consume less aleolol
“The 40-year-old liver is not the same a5 a
25-year-old liver” said Garrett Oliver, the
brewmaster at Brookbyn Brewery, which in-
trodiuced Fuzzy Delails, a haey 1LRA. that §s
L6 percent alcohol, ot its tnproom in De-
cember. Mr. Dliver fondly recalled the brew-
ery's Black Light, n 2.2 percent stout. “1
could have a pint and just go straight to the
gym,” Mr. (Hiver snid.

When Luc Lafontaine brews, he doesn't
drink much water. *1 drink beer” said Mr
Lalontaine, an owner and the brewmasier
of Godspeed Brewery in Toronte. His go-to
is Baby Svetly, his Crechestyle pale Inger
that, at LS percent aleohal, is a warm-
westther Favorite,

Building quality low-aleol beer ks & bal-
ancing act, Brewers must use less malt —
the grains supplying the sugars that are fer-
mented into alcohol ; and too many hops can
crente clashing bitlerness and fovor. Mr
Lafontaine uses imported Czech malt and
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Clockwise from top keft: Bret Taylor of Wild East Browery in Brooklyn; a browing
tank ot Wild East; Robyn Gustard, nn assistant brewer ac Wild East; Cheyme and
Erika Tessic of Origin Beer Projoct in Cranston, B.L; a sampling of the Drigin Becr
Project offerings; Sean Boksson, left, and Mathew Rohrs of Bella Snow Brewery in
Samoma, Calif; and Lindssy Stoen, loft, Tyler March and Mz, Taylor of Wild Ease.
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hops, and carefully adjusts water chem-
istry. *I want to go as low as 1" percent, he
=aid of Baly Svetly's alcohol bevel.

Ome complaint about low-alcohol beers is
that they can taste watery. To brew Buz-
zard, o 3 percent “hoppy small beer™ re-
leazsed in Famary, Matt Young, the direcior
of brewing operations at the Chicago brew-

ery Hall Acre, boosted the body with wheat,
He also beaned on fragrant hop extracts and
Cosmibe Punch, & yeast strain that bnparts
complementary tropical aromas. Buzzard
costs §10000 for four 16-ounce cans, or §1
less than severnl stronger LRAS,

“Must because (heres less aloohol dossn't
mean that it was cheaper to produce,” Mr
Yo sald.

Mr Boisson released two wversions of
Bella Snow Soft Ale, flavored with man-
darin or grapefruit, in lour-packs of 13-
ounce cans sold for $7.99. *It was a low
enough price point where peopbe would try
it," Mr. Boisson said, adding that half the re-
turn customers are baby boomer men. After
decades of drinking, “they just know they
shouldn't have as much,” he said

Going low while others go high can also
help breweries stond apart. Wild East
Brewing, in Brooklyn, conceived Tem-
perance, a 3.5 percent English-inspdred
dark mild, as a one-off, “but it sells consis-
tently year-round” sald Brent Taylor, a
founder and the head of brewing. Wild East
produces other low-alechol beers, like a 3
percent farmhouse ale aged in oak and
sthedules! for relense in April After years of
high-intensity beara, 1 think this is & natu-
ral correction,” Mr, Taylor said,

When Cheyne Tessier and his wife, Erika,
opened Origin Beer Project in Cranston,
R.L, in fall 2020, thelr first release was
Emall Victories, a 3.5 percent Czech-style
pale lager aged on cak staves. *No ane was.
doing that in Rhode Island” said Mr
Tessier, the brewer

Strong consumer response ked the couple
o mirke wer-aleahal beers that have be-
come central to Origin's lineup of beers and
branding. They've sold sweatshirs pro-
claiming “low ABV" and rustic ales fike the
2.5 percent Dystopian Fields, which s sea-
soned with rose hips, spruce tips and pine-
apple sage. It delivers n memorabie Aavor,
interesting without being inebriating even
if you have o few.,

“It's niot about consuming aleahol o get
drunk,” Mr. Tessier sald

Five Examples
Ready to Sample

Hermit Thrush Brewery Party Guy (3
percant ABW.), Brattlebora, VL., 16 ounces,
53 to 54

Lemony and lively, this sour ale is an ideal
aperitif,

Wild East Browing Co. Temperance (3.5
percent ABW}, New York, 16 cunces, 54
English brewing traditions inform this
midday-fricndly dark alo redolent of
ronsted coffes,

Live Oak Brewing Company Grodeiskie (3
percent A.BV.}, Del Valley, Texas, 12
ounces, 52

Inspired by an ancient Palish beer, the
sprilzy Grodeiskie siirs oak-smoked wheat
malt. Try one with barbecue,

Bell's Browary Light Hoarted Alo (3.7
percent A.BW.}, Comstock, Mich,, 12
ounces, $2

The lower-strength sibling to well-known
Two Hearted Ale, an [LPA., delivers scents
al citrus and pine.

Jester King Le Petit Prince (3.4 percent
ARV, Austin, Texas, 750ml, 11

The bane-dry farmbouse ale is lermented
with wild yeast and bacteria caprured near
the brewery.

Restaurants Move

Is Risky in Miami

Calé Habana invokes
communism and draws fire,

By CHRISTINA MORALES

MIAMI — A Manhattan restaurant planning
an expansion to Miami has drawm the ire of
some Cuban Americans after s use of
Communist lore was pointed out on social
mexbin,

Café Habann, which plans w open a
branch i the Brickell neighborhood this
spring, was inspired by the Mexico City
restaurant where Fidel Castro and Che
Guevara were rumaored to have planned the
Cuoban revolution, according fo o history
now deleted from the restaurant’s website,
The Minmi Herald first reported the story,

Thiz |s the latest stumble for an out-of-
town restaurant tone deaf to the histories of
the local residents, many of whom still
blame Castro and Guevars for upending
thelr Hves in Cuba Tn 2017, the Turkish chel
Nuszret Gokco, known as Salt Boe, Faced
crithelsm online when he posted a photo of
himzelf posed as Castro, according to The
Miami Herald, He Inter opened o restaurmnt
in Miami. Last weekend, protesters demon-
strated outside the proposed Cal® Habana,

“Many Cubrans living in Mizami now, and
its descendants, blame Fidel personndly for
being here,” said Jorge Duany, the director
of the Cuban Research Institute at Florida
International University. "The level of ha-
tredd, for quite o number of Cuban fmmi-
granta, is quite intenge”

Cafié Habang, which at its location in the
MoLlta nelghborbood of Manhattan sefls
Mexican-style grilled corn and a Cubano
sandwich with chipstle mayonnalse, has

opened branches in Malibuw and Tokyoe. Sean
Meenan, the chain's founder, did not return
repeated calls for comment, nor did others
affilinted with the restnurant, inchading the
companys chiel executive and pariner,
Luke Thomas.

In the past, Mr. Mecnon has alsoe played
om the imagery of Cuban communism with a
large mural in Fort Greene, Brooklyn,
which married the iconkc Alberto Korda
photograph of Guevara with the face of the
rapper the Motorious B.LG. That mural was
painted mome than a decsde ago for the
chalns Habana Outpost locatlon, which has
simoe closed,

=1 was honestly shocked they had the au-
dacity to open up in Miami" said Josue Al-
varez, 31, the son of Cubans who left the is-
land in 1530, He was inspired to post a Tik-
Tok that spread on soclal media.

Lillian May, 62, took izsue with the poli-
thes and the menw. “He has no right to be
appropriating something for hiz own bene-
fit and hurting the community he's appro-
priating the culture of” she said,

Others, Hie Jose Manuel Pabll, T0, of Mi-
ami, were not bothered. Mr. Pall, who was
borm in Cuba and moved to Argentina when
e wias 8 years ald, sabd it wasnl surprising
to see the community in an uproar, and wdd-
ed that he views the response & “just a way
of trying to re-fight a battle that they lost
many years ago” He feals that many Cu-
bans ond their descendonts have “built
thedr lives and thelr identities on thelr antl-
Castro stance

Mr. Palli sabd he would eat ab the restas-
rant when it opens. “My fellow Cubans will
brand me ns o Communist, but I'd kve o
make & siatement there.™

e p—————
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Aboyg o, Café Halbana,
opening in Miamis
Brickall neighborhood,
has cited mapirmion
from Che Gisavara and
Fidel Castro, Left, the
original Café Habana m
Manhatan. Above, &
mural of the appar the
Muoeoricns BLG. in Fart
Greene, Brooklyn, whers
Cafit Habnna had another
Incasion called Habana
Churpast.
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THE POUR | ERIC ASIMOV

Natural Wines to Drink Now

Organie farming is risky, and production principles take precedence
over profits. But the market is growing. Here are 12 worthy bottles.

AS POLARIZING A% natural wine has been, as
hented and contentious as the argumaents
have golten over its name and ks reasons
for being, its awdience continwes to expand,
as do the number of producers,

Recently, | went shopping online for notu-
rad wines prad fownd & dozen that are & pleas-
ure to recommend. | might have included
twice that many as [ found bottles every-
where and from all over, The 12 1 recom-
mend are from Mew York, California, Aus-
tradia, Chile, the Czech Republic, Spoin, Ger
mumy, Austria, [aly and France.

Among natural wine's growing audience,
soma have surcly boen attracted becose
they think it's fashionahbe, Others are curi-
ous about wines made outside the norm,
wines that combine a respect for nature
with traditionnl methods of production and
that both taste and fesl really good

Repardiess of the initial allure, for many
the appeal has lasted. Most striking is how
popular naturnl wine seems to be among
vounger peophe, the demographic that e
miinstream wine industry has the most dif-
Miculty reaching.

But though the number of producers has
grown, the production of nptural wine is

necezsarily small and labor intensive.

The ethos of the genre is to farm organi-
cally; to ferment the grapes while adding
nothing except, perhaps, a lvtle sulfur diox-
ik, an antixidant and stabdlizer that has
long been used i wine; and W remove noth-
ing. It is & hands-on process that cannot be
nutomated or mechanized for cfficiency’s
sake.

HMatural wine 5 ulttmately an weal thag
producers aim for, bt are not always abls to
mueet, 5o it s fitting that these winemakers'
intentions are idealistic. Whether their ob-
Jective is to work i hanmony with nature
rather than exploiting it, to preservn kocal
traditions and culture or simply to make the
best-tasting wine for themselves and their
customers, the wines and the production
principbes take precedence over profits.

In mass-market winemaking, wine must
be protected against possible spodlnge dur-
ing every step of the production process.
The cultured yeast, the enzymes and the
overuse of sulfur dioxide are all compro-
miscs aimed at prodecting the investment.

By contrast, natural winemaking is risky.
It requires meticulous care in both the vine-
vard and the cellar as overly casual viticul

ture or winemaking can doom a batch of
winat, To look at it another way, making nnt-
ural wine requires great skill because mis-
takes can't be undone with additions or
technology.

It's an arduows task, but the results can be
thrilling,

This is nat to say that people should drink
only natural wine, An entire specirm of
methods and Intentions exists between the
poles of natural and industrinl, and con-
sumers have their reasons for selecting
what they ke, whether preference, conven-
bence or budget.

I'mdrawn to nntural wines bocause 1 love
the unmedinted flavors and expressions
that come from grape to glass. | love the
clear sense of place [ often find and being
able o sense the personalities of the
producers in the glazs. ['m moved by the re-
spect for culture and tradition inherent in
naturpd wine,

This last point is important. Matural wine
producers in historic regions are largely re-
sponsible for rediscovering and protecting
local grapes and siyles, which, if buresy-
crats and powerful critics had their way,
might have disappeared. Instend, we have

the diversity of grapes and styles that is the
Joy of wine culture todmy.

I'm ot blindly devoted to natural wines.
Certain Maws accwr that [ don't ses in more
malnstream bottles, lthe mousiness, an odd
quality reminiscent of cedar shavings in
mouse cages that can only be sensed ret-
ronasally, after the wine has been in the
mouth,

1 Tound a few mousy battbes in this batch
and did not inchude them among the 12 bot-
thes, just s [ would mot recommend unbal-
anced or insipid wines, Mvws more by pical of
mixinstream lbels,

Because it is so laborious and personal to
prodhuce, naturnl wine is hord to scale wp, It
s necessarily made in small quantities, so
these wines may be svailable only in certain
parts of the country

One characteristic of natural wine culture
is to question swthority, including that of
wime critics, 5o, even if yoo do find these
boitles, feel free o experiment, W ry ot
ers. Good wine shops ought to have at least
nsmall selection, 5o ask for suggestions and
migke your own discoveries.

Here are my 12 recommendations, from
lywest to highest price.

ROBERTD HENRIQUEZ SECAND
INTERIOR ITATA RIVERA DEL
NOTRO BELANCO 2030,

12 PERCENT, $23

Robertn Henrigueer Ascencio mads
wine in Canada, South Africa and
the: Loire Valley bafore settling in
the: Bicy By region of Chifle. He
works wilh very old vines thal
have been lamed organlcally or
beodynarmically. This fresh orange
wine i5 made of roughly equal
parts sérmillon, muscat of Alecan-
dria and cosimtn, better known s
Pedro Xeménez. It's intensely
fored, lightly textured and alto-
gether delicious. (T. Edward Wine,
Niw York)

ABSENTEE WINERY CALIFORNIA
RED WINE 2019, 14.5 PERCENT.
§26

The minirmalist kabel on this botie
tells you atmost everything you
meed b Know. The wine? it's red.
The ingredients? Grapes. That's it
The proprictor, Awam Deider,
worked all over Lhe world before
setling up shop in Point Repss
Station in northerm Marin County,
whene he grew up. Thes bottle, as |
Inter leamed, is mode with cor-
gnan, syrah, zinfandel, pelite sirsh
and abouriou, all grown ongani-
cally in Mendocing County. The
wilme i& frash and alkee, mildy
tannic, direct &nd to the point. it's
potent, but wears its power lighihy,
Abaouriou, by the way, is a grape
from southwestern Frince that
sl to be popudar in Calfomia,
wihiene it was known as “earky
burgundy” far its tendency to
ripen quickly,

CH DE NOC! EMILIA ROSS0 BID
SOTTOBOECO 2020, 10 PERCENT,
v

When | drank this earthy, savory,
sparkling red wine from Emilia-
Romagna | imagimed | had gotten
it dinoctly from a fanmhowse there.
It's ot rustic; it's simply wondesful
— bone-tiry, moderalely tannic,
Truity and siony, unafeclad by
commercal polish or marketing
senaibiithes, Mot surprising. given
Ca’ de Roci's excelent track
record of making superh wines
wilhauwt sulfur dicxide, this wine
was perlectly stable. Drink it with
pizza, |tefian sausages or just for
fun. {Louls/ Dressnar Selections,
Taw York)

MICROBID CORRECAMINGS
CASTILLA Y LEON 2020,

13 PERCENT, $29

Isrmaaed Gozalo is the founder and
proprietor of MicroBio, He gets
grapes from & variety of sources,
but his homi territory s the wi-
lagre of Nieva in Castilla y Léon,
noribwest of Masdrid, This particu-
|ar winge, Correcaminos, wis made
ol ald vines of verdejo, tarmad
organically, aged in stesl vats and
bottied without sullur dioxide, 1t's
slightly cloudy, fresh and afive,
with sarihy, refreshing Mavors ol
Fruits, flowers and harbs. (Selac-
tions de la Vilka/Frult of the Vines,
Lorg Island City, N.Y.)

WILD ARC FARM NEW YORK
STATE BLACKBERD 2020,

1.5 PERCENT, $30

‘Wild Ar: Farm in the Hudson
Valley got its start in 2016 and
already is in the vanguard of
young. imaginative producers.
working with hybeid grapes. It is
best known far its revival of pi-
guelle, a lowly beverage given by
preindustvial landow ners. b thesr
egricullural workers, whech histori-
cally was made by refermenting
grape pomace with waler, Wild Arc
turned |F inlo & delicious,
sparkling, low-sleohol beverage
that s been widaly ambraced.
Biackbird is not piguetie. Rather,
it's.@ bend of riesting and noiret, 8
rod byhrid, which are fermented
together. The resull s a thirst-
quenching. delicicusly refreshing,
spicy wine that goas down easy.

MILAN NESTAREC CIECH
REPUBLIC OKR 2020,

12.5 PERCENT, $30, 1 LITER

Milan Nestarec makes natural
wines using grapes from his femily
vimeyards in the Moravia region of
tha Czech Republic, which is
cloger to Vienna than to Prague.
Over he ksl decade his wines
have golten betler and betler. This
easy-drinking white blend of
chardonnay, griner veltines,
sauvignon blanc and savagnin is
mispermled with the skins briefly
Tar & fowch of lexture &nd a hint af
tannins. With ils livedy acidity, OHR
15 like & boit of enengy, dry and
tharoughly refreshing. [lenmy &
Francois Selections, New York)

INATURKINDER BLACK BETTY
LANDAWEIN 2018 11.5 PERCENT,
30

Michael Valker and Melanie
Direse, the propristoes of
ZNaturkinder {meaaning tvo chil-
e of nature in German), make
heminous wines from somaetimes.
umlikely combinations ol grapes.
This o s mate moally of dom-
ina, 8 erogs bebween blauer pos-
tugleser, & once popular German
Erepe, with pinot mewnker and a
Iittha bit of pinot noir. Its pala
garnet, and thowgh domina has
the reputation of making tannic
wines, this is delicate, almost
fragile in its purity and lovelinass.
Thix wine is named Batty after tha
first [amib bosn in their domina
wineyard, {Senmy & Frangois Selec-
ons)

FLORET WINES SANTA CLARA
VALLEY FREE SOLO OLD VINE
HERITAGE BLEND RED WINE
2020, 13.4 PERCENT, 532

Jarmes Jedks works wilh dey-
farmed, organic and sustalnabbs
wineyards m the Santa Cn area,
Free Solo is mada with a half
dozen different grapes including
Hrlandel, mounvidre, cargnan,
alicante bouschet. petite sirah and
blzck muscat. Mada without
aodithes, it is ively and fragrant,
with aromas and flavors of flow-
s, herbs and red fruits,

i
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PARTIDA CREUS CATALONLA BR
2020, 13 PERCENT. £33

Massima Marchiori and Antonalla
Gerosa, the proprictors of Partida
Crews, are oniginally from Haky but
settled in Catalonia, about &n hour
southwiest of Barcelona. They
make wines largely from litthe-
knowm indigenous vaneties. This
restd wine, made wilh bobal, is o hit
of an addity in thal bobal is mone
by pically found down the Mediter-
ranean coast in Valencia. In their
hands the wine is fresh and pire,
Full of energy and tasting desply of
spices, herks and red Iruits. (Se-
lescihons de |a Vifta/ Frull of the
Vines)

LUGCY M ADELAIDE HILLS
STUPEFACENTE SANGIOVESE
2020, 12.5 PERCENT, 335

The Basket Range region in the
Adedaide Hills ol Soulh Australia is
home Lo & thriving natural wine
codmmLnity. Anton van Kloppear,
the: proprictor of Lucy M, works
rescutely without addifions and is
one ol il beading lights. When |
ook my first taaie of Stupe-
lacente, it seemed bomght. brashiy
angular and vibrant, but nothing
like: sangiovese in my exparience,
After giving It time in the glass,
though, the sharp edges recaded
and the wine setthed into an
eartiy, dusty, lightly tannic des-
cicuisness. By tha way, those who
read Rached Signer's recend mam-
oir “¥ou Had Me al Pét-Nat™ might
recognize Mr. van Hlopper as the
characler she called Wildman and
later married. {Terrell Wines, San
Francisco)

TRCHED,

CHRISTIAN TSCHIDA AUSTREA
HIMMEL AUF ERDEN WEISS 2020,
11,5 PERCENT, §40

Christian Tschida is an uncompro-
misEng gromer and producer. He
farma arganically and Diodyrismi-
cally end wses id sullur deoidea in
his winemaking cuoept a litthe bit
i Teew reds, This while wine is
rraade from old vines of weissbur-
gunder {or pinot Blanc) and
scheurehe, both grapes that have
noit been hald in particularly high
estoem. Himmed auf Erden Weiss
= a dry, refreshing wine of dopth
anmd besutiful texture. In the
meauth it seems opaque ard mys-
terkous, with each swallow inviting
anathor sip inan offort to gat to
the center of the riddla, {(lenny &
Frangois Selections]

MATASSA VIN DE FRANCE
TATTOUINE ROUGE 2020,

10 PERCENT, §42

Torn Lubibe, the propristor of
Dormaine Matassa, was bom in
Mew Zealard. He came bo Roussil-
losn i Eve sowith of France 20
years agn from South Africa,
where he was working, He boughi
land and started Malaizs, where
b practices regenerative Tamming
end makes wing with minimal
additions. This pale, unfiltered red
represants the union of carignan
and granachde gris, It's spicy,
earthy and flora and thowgh ondy
10 percent alcohol, it's tannic
enough to make ksedf felt on the
lipes ard msides of the cheoks.
(Louis, Dressner Selections)
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Physical distance can keep you safe and healthy. But if an emotional
distance forms between you and those closest to you, it may be due

to drug or alcohol use. Partnership to End Addiction works with you

to establish the connections that can help save lives and end addiction.

Get support to help your child at DrugFree.org
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Danny Meyers Grou

T i
!

An ltalian menu and a
wood-lired hearth warm up a
windswept Midtown complex.

IS5 NOT AS IF 1 hadn't seen all the red cheles
on Resy's calendir telling me there wers no
reservations at €1 Siamo each dme 1
checked, and | checked often. S4ill, when 1
finally showed up to ent in the restaurant’s
hangnrlike dining hall, T was surprised to
see how many other people were there, oo,

Omicron had begun slnshing throagh the
city — my goests and 1 nervously ex-
changed test results for several doys before
annil after one meal, Mew Yorkers were sald
to be hunkering down again, sticking close
o lime. For most people, tiat would seem
to rube out an expedition to & windswept
plaza west of the Moynihan Train Hall,

Bt 1'd fergotten onie of the truisms of thie
restatiranl business: I Damay Meyerbadlds
it, they will comre.

Wherther they will keepcoming is anather
question, one that hangs not just on the
progress ol the pandemic but alse on the
ability of Ci Siamo 1o engender long-term
devorion after its novelty fndes. Mr Meyer's
Union  Square Hoespitality Group once
seemed to have that down toa formula But
it clomed ane of its restaurants, Morth End
Grill, in 2018, Another, Manhatta, =40 hasn't
emerged from its Covid-induced closing; its
most recent Instagram post, seeking cooks,
servers and other new hires o prepare for
it reopening, Is more than a year okl

The two restaurants had sonsething in
common beskles cwnership: Meither quite
escaped the suspdcion that it mainly existed
to tnke mdvantage of a sweat real estate
deal. They resembled those politics] cancl-
dates whose campaigns sink becnuse they

|
o7 |

can mever munage to explain wiy theyre in
the race,

Mo such fuzziness affficts O Slamo. Iis a
child of the real estale busipess, boo, one ol
severnl places to eat that are scattered. like
bread crambs for ducks, nroond the Mon-
hattan West complex thot Brookfield Prop-
erties built above the tradn tracks heading
for Mew Jersey, Bub Cl Slamo's abms are
clear and its rewards ave obwvious, 1t's the
best and most confidant restiurant we've
gotten from Mr Meyer's company in years,

T Buesiness since Oclober, O Simo s
ltalian all e way, from tre nrme Yo see o
the door (*CL slamoe?" i how waiters n Ialy
wak if you're ready te order) to the dessert
woar’|] almost certainky want just before vou
leawe, The chef, Hillary StorEng, hasa lively,
Imviting style that helped make her last
restaurant, Vics, on Grear Jones Sireet,
stand autin the gridlock of dewntown plzza,
pasta ol burrata spots,

AL Slamno she has brosdensed ber menn
and intensified ler cooking with a new teol
— an open. wosl-burning hearth that looks
wide enough to roast & midsize lion. The
fireplace’s smoke and its rmange of heat, from
wirm Lo seorching, changes the way you
experience Ms. Sterling's cooking. At ¥ic's,
v 24w a lot of people flitting from plate to

EMIARL poneweilammpimes anr

Al tha exiarior 0 Ci
Shamo. Ledt, Hillary
Srerling, the chef, with
ihe wood-burming hearth
it s widonssl the
scope of Ior cooking,. Ms.
Sturling. at far right, is
alien siaioned & the
wdga of the diming room,
overseimg the npen
kirchen. Balow, From qep:
a sedecuon of wines; and
alemon woria, Below
rige, (rom 1op; siracd,
served with rabbit in o
whide-wiike suce | rajaini
agrniHsee: Al
cagamel Eed onsoo dorea.
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RESTAURANTS | PETE WELLS

plate, like honeybers, At Ci Siamo, they re-
ally dig in_

The skin on a whole troud, browned over
the flames, crackled berween my teeth like
a seaweed chip; wilted mustard greens
sweelensd with pine nuts and golden
raisins spilled from the belly. Mothing was
left of the fish when 1 was theough with it
epcept the tail and part of the heod, minus
the cheejs.

A big fist of swordfish got gentler treat-
renl Iroan the hearth, Honot froom me, Under
a version of the Sicilian lemon and herb
saiee salmoriglio smartly extended witl
chopped artichoke hearts, the fish was
creamy and juicy, s soltly penetrating
smokiness e only evidence of the fire.

Before galng out an e own, M Sterling
had the heck to cosk for Bobby Flay and

Missy Fobiins, and the judgment to know
whnt to take from them. She has Me Flays
skill at lighting up every taste bud at once;
the miussels, lobster, seallaps and swordflish
in lver seafood salad get salt and bimerness
Erom the brine of Castelvetrans ollves, acid

Rekindles the Flame

CISIamMo
265 NIMTH AVENUE 1 MAKHATTAR WEST PLATA
(515T STREET], CHELSEA; 2132198550

grand dinirg hall use rustic louches — open
flamwes, berra-cotta tles, vintage drasings anc
paintings — o s0fien the very unnstc sky-
sCrapss anchiteciure,

Sarvice Even by the chippor stanclards of the
Union Square Hosattaliny Group, Cf Samo’s
service Is Incardescently oubgning.

Sonind leved Moclerately k.

Recommmended [nsalata di mare: caramelized
onicn tarta; braised shelling beans; laplisiele
with tomato and buffalo batter; stracci wih
rabibit; rigatoni alla Gecia: wood-fired whola
trout; smaked swordiieh; roasted hall chicken:
It borta; bormboloni) chooolate budino.

Drinks and wime Cockialls, mostly bitterswest in
the apsithvo style, ana very good; the wine list =
rietalle for its {nonesclusive) coverages of Raky
and &s alention o baltles urder §75,

Prices Appelizers and pastas, £ 1o $28; main
courses, §29 0§43,

Open Monday to Saburdsy foc dimner.
Roservations Accepled,

Whaelchair access The dining room and acces-
sible restrooms, one stary above the plago, can
be reached by an elevator,

What the stars mean Becauss of the pandeme:,
resstaurnnts are not being gven sar ratings,

from fresh lemon, heat from whole Caln-
hrizin chiles and a prodigal shake of Aleppo
pepper

She doesn't crank up the volime as ligh
as he does, bt even in relatively restrained
amounits her enthusinsm for seasoning in
multiple dimensions gives hee Tallan food a
distinctly American crackle, Shell beans of
various colors and gizes and flavors, stewed
with plenty of sage and rosemary, are punc-
tuated by oil-cured hlack olives, T could see
making a meeal of it some chilly, abstemines
night.

Her time with Ms. Relsbins pays off in Ci
Siamwo's pastns, which are supple, skiliful
and housemnde, [ am not as wild about the
topinl — fiving saucers filled with wet
mashed potatoes — as my servers seemed
Lo b, Bl the stracc 18 probably the best
rabbit pastn 1'e ever met, and the wmato
sauce with tagliatelle made me dizzy, not
just because eaps of buter are folded into
the tamalnes but alse because the butter is
made from the milk of water bafialo.

Diesserts are in the hands of Clandia
Fleming, That is a sentence 1've wanted fo
write for o long time. When Ms. Fleming
last worked o New Yook City restaurant,
“Friends"” was still running en NBC, This
was at Gramercy Tavern, where she
showed that minimalist rigor in tarts, cakes
and coakies could kEad o maximal enjoy-
ment,

Mow tsal she 18 overseelng the pasicy
kitehens for the whale Union Sguare group,
inchuding €1 Siamo, [t's clear that her aes-
thetic is ideal for borderline-sweet ltalinn
desseris. Her dense chocolate budine i
taried under an airy, lghtly bitter espresso
zabaglione studded with shingles of dark
chocolate. A long, sharp wedge of torta
holel=s @ leman custard just tart enough fo
miake you welcome the sugary relief of the
sfl, loasted meringue And there are sug-
ared bomboloni formed like dataies, with six
patals you can pull apart and dip into warm
chocolate sauee spiked with amare noa
magically correct ratie

Over the past two yvears, a lot of Mew
Yorkers came o o fresh apprecintion for the
low-key  nelghborhood  restaurants, the
mom-and-pops  we  sometimes  toke for
granted. Places ke Cl Slamo play a differ-
ent role in our lives. 1 don’t eed to eat food
cooked in a lion-size hearth, but given the
occasional chance to find out what a chef
ke M=, Sterding can do with one, Ul take iL

Aud sometimes [ wanted to hide wyder
the table when 1 saw Danny Meyer's young,
bright-eved servers hending straight for ime
like ambas=adors frem o nation of chip-
munks, but there is something awesone
aboul the presemes of mind and prolession-
alism on display at C Siamo — gwesome
and, given the beleaguered state of the
restaurant businezs, bopeful 1 lefr the
restaurant thinking: [t can be done.

HEADLINER Bar Tulix

John McDonald has revamped his lang-established Burger & Barrel at

OFF THE MENVU | FLORENCE FABRICANT

Street, 212-T 741410,
sevafinarestauran oo,

Smorgasborg in Williamsburg,
Brooklyn, have come up with this

the edge of S0Ho and made it o Mexican restaurant. Mr, McDonald (far
right), who owns severnl establishments nearby, is collaboratimng with
his friend Justin Bazdarich (near right), the chef and an owner of
Oxomioco i Greenpednt, Broaklyn, and Speedy Fomeo in Cluston Hill,
toopen this restaurant at the end of the month, “Justin and | hove been
wanting b da something together for vears,” Mr. McDonakd said.
Glossy biack walls are the backdrop for vibrant colors, Mr. Bazdarich's
Mexicon-inspired menu with a seafeod focus explores the Pacific Canst
Froun Californda, with & Frniers market escobeche and a Cassar salad,
on down through Mesdeo. Also on the menu are smaked shrimp
chicharran, fresh tuna slathered with sadsa macha, tostada mixto piled
high with marinated seafood, branzine with o mess crust in o red
sauce, and octopus with fried potatoes and romesco sauce, Tequila,
meezeal and sotol are a signaficant presence on the bar display, and the
drinks are by Trey Bliss, who wos at Mr Bazdarich's now-closed Xilo-
nen. Examples of folk art and warks by local Mew York artists are
displaved throughout. This is net Me MeDonald's debuf in Mexican
restanrnnts: He helped start the Dos Caminos chain with Stephen
Hanson, amd was the owner of El Toro BRanco in the West Village,
wiich closed during the pandemic and bacame Hancock St (Opens
Fesh, 28% 25 West Houston Strect (ercer Street y, 2123347320, barhelis

{CiNTL

DPENING

Charles Pan-Fried Chicken This
Harlem Tavorite ks moved south
aawd reppened on the Upper West
Side, 1t's had many names and

locations since 1995, when
Charles Gabiried lirst started
selling his pan-fried chicken as a
stand an the stresd. He's enlarged
his menu to nclade smoked

pulled pork amd ribs. Additionally,
lee"s opening ancther lecation at
40 Weest 145th Street and has
more in the works. 146 West T2nd
Street, G46-5500- 0652,
chorlespanfrisdchicken, car,
UnPublished by Serafina Se-
questered in Serafing in the Sky,
the pew restaurant off the upper-
leved Lobly in the Pod Hotel on

Bak TULLE

West 42nd Sireet is o speakeasy-
aiyle evening spot and a joint

venbure from the Serafing Restoo-

rant Group and the nightffe
impresario Karim Amatuallah of
KRM Group, The secrel code
peedted for entry can be obrained
npon makbng a reservation. The
e is the same as that served
ar Serafina in the 5ky. ( Wednes-
daw) Pod Hotel, 400 West 42nd

Maynihan Food Hall The food
hall oo the coneowrse level of the
Muoyniban Trabn Hall is fionally
etting up o spesd, Dining st-
tions are by mmiliar MNew York

names like Jacob's Pickles, EAK.

Ramen, Chog't, Manan, Alidora,
Maya, Burger Joint and Sawee.
The centrad highlight is the Bar o
Mayniban Food Hall, operated by
HPH, the company that rans the
Dead Rabbat and Bathtuh Gin
anwng others. It's done ina vin-
tapge stybe with polished walnat
and brass. Elsewhere in the sia-
tion, HE&H Bagels and Magnolia
Bakery hove opened, Outlets for
La Magzon du Chocolat, Threes
Brewing and Vesuvio Bakery nre
yet bo come. Mopnihan Trein Hall,
421 I-_'ighr.ll Averieie (33rd Sreeth,
mgndhanfoodiall.com,

Kinky's Dessert Bar Bakeries
speckalizing in X-rated cakes are
nathing new, bt whaor abous
those spectalizing in X-rated
waiffles? Angust and John
DeWindt, who own Floffy's, at

adults-only spat where the waf-
fles, copkies amd cupeakes are
explicat. { You must be 18 to enter.)
It'= im & pink and purple storefront
designed like an ald-Tashioned ice
Cream |.'Iill.'|.1.lr. But naughty. Swch
winffies have been popular in Asia
for several years. 181 Qrchuard
Street (Enst Howston Streat),
Rimbyselesseribar, com.

CLOSED

I Truli Afver 27 vears of stead-
fastly serving the hearty food of
his native Apulia, lraly, Nicola
Marzowvilla bas closed his rustie
gorden restaurant on East Z7th
Street. The restaurant slopped
serving at te end of Last year,
bhecaise of Covid, ancl Mr, Mar-
zavilla thought he might reapen
That never happened. He said he
had been contem plating closing
for some fime. Now, in the apdrit
of Valtaire's Candide, he will tond
his vineyard in Tuscamy

Miora restaurant mews s online
& rrelirmes ooy Tood.
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Brave New Meat Frontier

CONTINUED FROM PAGE v

praundes Hike Archer-Trhnlels-2idland and the
Brazilian meat ginnt JBS: billionaires ke
Bill Gates; environmentally minded celeb-
rities like Leonardo DICaprio; and govern-
ment agencles Including the Agriculture
Departieent amd the Qaner Investment Au-
tharity.

The global markel for what is most com-
moaly known as cell-bnsed or cultivated
meat could reach 325 bllllon by 2004, sc-
cording to the consultants McEinsey &
Companry. That would be a tiny slice of the
projected 514 trilion meat market, but one
that food companies see as a key plaver in
the fnst-growing category called alternia-
e meal.

Growing cells into meat remains the Wikd
West of food production, Although compa-
nbes mre rackng to file lor patents, and goard
breakthroughs in cell technology like gold,
almost a decade after the first cellgrown
hamburger was introduced at a packed me-
dia event, the ootk of buying an engl-
neered steak at the grocery store remains
an expensive theory.

Only about TOO pesple in the workd have
ever purchased cellular meat — most of it
ground, breaded and fried, and all of it in
Stgapare, which becams the first natlon to
grant regulatory approval in 2020, Asd
though e United States 't far behind
(the Agriculture Department and the Food
and Drug Administration could Andsh writ-
iz ruibes alwut lvow to produce ad sell cul-
tured meat By the end of the year) allof this
i= arill a lomg way from the grocery store,

There are plenty of questions about
whether producers will ever master the
technology and baild plant=s big enough to
miake commercially viable amounts of the
meat &t o price consumers will poy.

Bat s the theoretical keeps inching
choser to reality, curious cooks and adven-
turous diners are faking a closer look ot
whether farming mear celis will — or should
— b widely embeaced, the way plant-baged
ment substtutes have been,

“I'm ot excited aboot jt, but T wouldn't
bet against it said tle restanrateur Danany
Mever, who added that he has yvet to see svi-
demee that cell-bazed mear ks lsealthier, bet-
ter for the planet ar not just for elite diners
“1 weant to buy focd for dinner, not a scienee
expaeriment.”

For trive believers, growing mseal in tanks
iz away tolessen the environmental lmgact
of industrial meat production sl relieve
animal suffering. It could reduce food-
beme {lnesses, they say, and create an
abumdant meat supply fo feed the world,

Opponents say the process jgnares both
culture and nature, ond could be scientif-
ically risky, creating potential allergens nnd
nntested ypmducts, along with waste that
might be o biohazard. And it ignores the val-
ue of dme-tested regenerative agriculiural
practices iy favor of nnproven claims of en-
visenmental gain

“If for any reason someone wants to
avold anlmal protein, why md just eat
plantz and foods made with plants?" said
Alan Lewis, who oversees governmental af-
fairs for the Matral Grocers health food
chaln. “The obsession with the taste and
texture of mest 1 can understand. But tak-
g thee beap of faith 1o consumning synthetic
privfein seems entirely unnecessary”

THE CHEF JosE ANDRES belioves in the po-
tential of cellbased meat, and plais to
serve it nt one of his restanrants ance it be-
comes available, He recently oined the
board of Good Meat, & divisien of Eat Just
that makes plant-based eggs from ming
beans. In 2020, Good Meat became the first
company 1o sell cultivated meat. 1t debuted
at o privote clubin Singnpore, which mcked
the meat intae s bao bun and tumed oo a
crisp patty on o maple watfle,

Upside Foods has signed a muoltiyear con-
sulting contract with Dominigue Cremn,
whose San Francisco restiurant Atelier
Crenn has twree Miclelin stars. Sle serves
nochicken or red meat on her tasting men,
buar s promised to add the eompony’s
chicken and help promote i,

When Dr Valetl approached s Crenn
last vear, her initin] thought was, “Mo way™
But then she thought, why not? "1 love
Fnrmiers amd ronchers, That is ot what T am
mgainst, Tam against factory farming, That
i mot sustainable.”

Arher first pasting, she thought the Teeast
meat was a bit mushy, bat the flavor re-
minded her of poulet rouge, a heritage
breed from France,

Michal Ansky, a journalist who hosts
“MasterChel larasl” and has opened sev-
eral farmers’ markets, also is a fan, She
tried cell-based chicken during a blind tast-
ing set nphy SuperMent, oneof several cell-
based meal companies in [srasl

She and a panel sampled it along=ide tra-
ditionally grown minced chicken. Ma, An-
sky was convinced thot the botter-tasting
chicken came fram an anlmal. She was
wrang., nml became n convert. She even
thinks the meat could find a place at farm-
ers” marketa, *

“Foodd &5 more thin mgredients,” Ms, An-
shy sabd in o phone Interview from Tel Aviv,
“Foad i5 about memory and tradition and
wentity and longing, I my grandmother
was still alive and could make her chicken
=soup with the baby meeil, many Uves would be
berter”

L 20 years, she aald, “peaple will liok an
s g crogy people who slanghtered chick-
ens”

The chef Dan Barber, co-owner of the
Blue Hill restausinis in New York Statle,
=ald lab-grown food enricles oo one but the
investors, and ignores the enviccnmental
and  phytochemical benefits that come
when animals feed on pasture, which trans-

“We just cannot take for
granted that what we eat
now is the gold standard.”

Iates into both flavoer and better nuidton.
“Ad they say, “11's not the oow, it's the how,'”
T =i,

THE METEORIC RISE of highly processed
plant-based proteins has kicked open the
doar for cellular agriculture, Tt's been only
six vears sinee [mpoessibbe Feods intro-
duced a patty made with sov leghemoglobin
1o mimic beef blood. Mow MeDonali's s
testing a McPlant burger, and KFC is selfing
plant-bazed chicken nuggets [rom Bevond
Meat.

Cultivared neeat i an entirely different
creature, It begins with stem cells from an
animal bopsy, an egg or even a feather that
multiply rapldly in a stadnbess steel tank
called & borsactor or culllvater The cells
feed on a complex broth that eoartaing nutri-

ents like carbobypdrates aml amino seids,
and some type of growth fnctor, to become
muscle, fat or connective daswe. Taste aud
nuirition are controlled by cell selection and
the broth tey grow in.

Making a product that looks like ground
myeal §s easler than replicating troditional
cuts, To create something that looks like o
areal or achop, some companies use o ed-
itle seaffold that the calls can attach to. Sci-
entsts are experimenting with hinl-:lg|r.'|l.
3-Drprinting technology originally designed
to rebudld human tssee, using i€ insteasd o
mrn layers of muoscle and fat tissue into
Wagvusstyle beef,

And the taste? In tlw Upside Food test
kliehen, I sampbed a slightly grainy chicken
piie mivd a perfectly round breakfast patoy
hlended with plant-based proteins that fried

Lafe, o mew Upside
Founds research and
production conder in
Emeryville, Calil Ahave,
Ipe Uma Valoti ar the
center, Dr. Valet, 2
carliokogisg, bolped st
Upside Foads in 2015
after i bemms
cafvimred that ihe smme
techunlogy used jo grow
spen cells 1o répair a
i heart could alsm
erow ol Right. nvinced
cnbtivaced chivkan served
R Rk

Absove pow, From lefi: D
Valeel; Diamicl Davida, o
product development
sepemisd for Upside
lFoods, insidle the
cotipranys st Kiechan;
A hreakiast paity made
froim celigrovam clricken.
Lali, a saunéed cubtivaned
chicken hreast with
hearm blanc, tomames
arel charredd seallions,
Bedow, M. Davida with
Maria Ocearima Mavedao,
lefi, ihe brand and
creative director, aml
Ay Chen, ehe chiel
aperating officer,

ugr nbeely, Generous seasoning masked the
flavor of the meat.

The breast 1 ate came from kssae that
had grown shert meat fibara and had been
pressed into plastic moklls 1o approximate
the size and shope of a small boneless
haeast I b bess chew but much more fla-
vor tian a typical grocery-stove breast, The
higgest difterence was how the meat pe-
acted in n pan, As it browned, the surface
koaked more like coarsely ground meat than
wihole muscle.

Whist to call meat grown in tanks remaing
A battle, The United States Catilemen's As-
sacintion petitioped the Agriculmre Dhe
partment in 308 o lmio the definiton of
ment and beef to produces derived from gni-
mals born, raised and horvested in the tra-
ditional manner, The request was denied,
States have jumped in. [n Georgils, cell=cul-
tured products have to be labeled “inb-
grown,” “labeereated” or “grown n o lab”

Maost producers prefer tie term cultivat-
ed ment, or cultured meat. The terms
slnughter-free meat or clean meat are fa-
vared by some in the animal-rights contin-
gent. Cooks, ranchers and others Wi og-
pase it call it synthetic, fnke or enginesred
ment. The debate is Bhely to be sewmied, at
feast legally, when the Agniculiure Depari-
ment decldes what (o require on the label,

Danad Eaplan oversees the new Notional
natitute for Cellular Agriculture at Tufts
University, which in Octeber recegved a §10
million grant {rom the Agriculivre Depart-
ment to study celfular meat, from produc-
s [0 consumer peceptance. He prefers the
term oultured meat, “Really, there is noth-
Ing artificial about this” he snid,

Dr. Eaplan and others acknowledge that
scppeamdshness aboul (he lechnology re
miins a hurdle. In a consumer survey re-
leased this year by Britain's Food Stand-
ards Agency, only o third of those polled
said they would try the rmeat, Jest one in 10
Americans would be interested in trying
food or bevernges grown from cells, said
Dasha Shor, an associate director of the
market research firm Mintel.

The first consumer products will most
fikedy b a blend of plant-based proteins and
cell-grown meat, she sald, adding that
younger people are more open to cultivaied
meat than thelr elders, which is why comgpa-
nies like Aleph Farms, in Istel, are recrit-
g members of Generation £ s cell-imeat
ambassndors,

Josh Tetrick, a feunder and the chief ex-
ecutiveof Ent Just, thinks nccepéanoe is just
a mialter of e “When the [reszer cams
out, peaple thought it was bizarre, oo he
sanl,

Isha Dator is the executive director of
Mew Harvest, a nponprofit institute that
funds opes, pubbic researeh bt callular ag-
ricalture. Inoan October TED Talk thats
been viewed L6 million fimes, she contenda
that growing cells for meat affers 8 once-in-
a-lifetime apportunity 1o fix a broken agri-
cultural system. It could be as revolution-
ary, she says, os the transidon from hunting
to farming,

Bat she cautions that investors and com-
panies hove ton masch control over nprocess
than, Hike making beer or cheese or growing
vepetables, shouldn’t be treated as intellec-
il praperty.

“What does it mean for one company to
own the recipe fror mest?" she sald, "It has
e capacity 1o be very good and to be very
bad.”
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